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PREFACE. 



• 

Soon afVcr the doatli of my father, the chaise of editing tlic 
History of Londonderry was committed to me. The first four 
chapters of the work were nearly completed, and the material 
for the two remaining chapters and the Appendix, in a great 
measure collected and arranged. It was the design of my father, 
tliat tlie work should be examined by myself, and by his son-in- 
law, Mr. Samuel IL Taylor, Principal of Phillips Academy, 
Andover, Mass., previous to its publication ; and a considerable 
|K)rtion of Uie manuscript was in my hands, for Uiis puqxMO, at 
tlie time of his decease. The Editor has therefore done but 
little more in the preparation of tlie work, than would liavo 
devolved u)K)n him liad its Author lived to see its entire com- 
pletion. And though it is more than [)rol«ab1c that the Autlior 
liad in his mind some facts and illustrations, not committed to 
paper, with which he intended to cnnch the work ; yet it is 
bclicve(> Uiat the Ilisloiy now presented to the public, is, in 
matter and fonn, what he intended it to be. In its preparation, 
my father availed himself of ever}' source of infonnation, and 
made free use of such material as could be found, occasionally 
adopting the precise wonls and expressions of others, when they 
suited his puqxx^e. 
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MEMOIR. 



Thbrb are few incidents in the life of a parish clergy* 
man to give any general interest to a sketch of his 
character. His life is noiseless and unobserved ; passed 
in retired labors among his own flock, and away from the 
conflict of more stirring scenes. It is the men who have 
stood in the more perilous posts ; men clothed with offices 
of trust and responsibility ; men who have been conspic- 
uous for original discoveries, for great achievements, or 
for their agency in bringing about striking moral revo- 
lutions, whose personal history attracts the notice or 
admiration of the world. The biographies of Melancthon 
find fewer readers than those of Luther ; but few have 
heard of the moral heroism of Felix Neff*, in his self- 
denying labors among the Alps, while the story of 
William Tell is as familiar as household words. It 
might therefore seem presuming to obtrude upon the 
public a sketch of a country pastor, whose love of retire- 
ment, and the even tenor of whose life, have furnished less 
than the usual amount of incident for a biographical 
notice ; yet it seemed not inappropriate to connect with 
the History of Londonderry a brief account of the Author, 
particularly, as his pastoral care over one of the churches 
of that town covers a period of nearly one third of the 
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time mice its settlement It was, moreoTer, beliered 
that the energy with which he met and surmounted diffi- 
culti^ in early life, the steadiness of his ums, and his 
fidelity and success in his labors, would not be inthout 
interest and instruction to those who miglit be disposed 
to peruse the Uistory. 

Edward Lutwyche Parker was bom in Utchfield, New 
Hampshire, July 28, 1785. He was named for Edward 
Goldstone Lutwyche, ^^ an English gentleman of educa- 
tion and fortune," and a particular friend of his fatlier. 
His grandfather. Rev. Tliomas Parker, was a graduate 
of Harvard University, and the minister of Dracut, Mass. 
*His father, Doct. Jonathan Parker, also a graduate of 
Harvard, was a physician of very considerable distinction, 
excelling particularly as a surg€k>n, and acquired an 
extensive practice in the place of his residence, as well 
as in the adjacent towns, being often sent for from a 
distance, as a consulting physician. Dr. Parker died in 
September, 1791, leaving a family of ten children, with 
scanty means of support, Edward, the youngest but one, 
being but about six years of age. His early instructions, 
therefore, were derived almost wholly from his mother. 
She was a woman of more than ordinary refinement, of 
much energy and decision of character, and a consistent 
and earnest Christian. Active and diligent herself, she 
inculcated the same principles in her children. Tliey 
were required to perform their appropriate tasks, which 
they were never able to evade by any expedients, how- 
ever shrewdly devised. She early imbued their minds 
with religious truth, knowing that a conviction of their 
moral accountability would be their surest safeguard, 
when her own personal instructions could no longer be 
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^ven. ESght of her ten children in after life became 
consistent professors of religion. How far early maternal 
instruction was the means of this it is not for us to 
determine, but doubtless that influence was important. 

Edward, the youngest son, was the favorite child. 
His active and sprightly hstbits made him the centre of 
interest in the family circle, a place which he continued 
to hold in after life. Before he was five years old, he 
had, in three instances, almost miraculously escaped 
death ; twice from drowning, and once from an attack 
by a domestic animal, the marks of which he ever after 
bore. At the period when he was of a suitable age to 
attend school, the advantages of the common schools of 
New England were much fewer than at present. Instruc- 
tors themselves were very imperfectly qualified, and the 
circle of studies was extremely limited, including little 
more than reading, writing, and arithmetic. This meagre 
course of study was all that Mr. Parker enjoyed in his 
youth. When he was about twelve years of age, he was 
placed as a clerk in the store of his brother Thomas, in 
Bedford, N. II. Hero he was brought into scenes of pecu- 
liar temptation. The village in which the store was situated, 
being near the Merrimack River, was the residence and the 
resort of a large number of persons engaged in rafling and 
boating, who, at that time, were in the constant and free 
use of intoxicating drink. A favorite form of it was 
** flip ;" and so constant was the demand for this, that the 
loggerhead was always hot, ready to perform its indis- 
pensable part in the preparation of this choice beverage. 
Mr. Parker often remarked that he had sold hogsheads 
of ardent spirit in this form. It wiU be readily imagined, 
to what corrupting influences he was exposed, where 
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intozioating liquors were thus freely used, and where his 
ears were daOj fiuniliar with the lowest vulgarity and pro- 
faneness ; and yet, to his own amaiement, as in after life 
he looked back upon these scenes, he never contracted 
the habits of those with whom he was brought in contin- 
ual contact. Though the habitual use of ardent spirit 
was at that time almost universal, yet, even under the 
strongest temptations, he never complied with Uie prac- 
tice. In a sermon, preached a few years before his death, 
he said : ^^ I was in childhood placed amid scenes of 
peculiar temptation and exposure ; yet, though destitute 
as I then was of the true fear of God, through the influ- 
ence of maternal instruction and the restraints of a kind 
Providence, I was kept from contracting habits, or enter- 
ing upon courses of vice and impiety, into which so many 
at that ^me were thrown." The impressions made upon 
his youthful mind by witnessing the debasing and brutal- 
inng effects of intemperance, rendered him, in later 
years, the fearless and zealous advocate of every wise 
measure to correct the evil. 

In the discharge of his general duties as clerk in his 
brother's store, he is described as attracting particular 
notice for his activity and energy. A part of his business 
consisted in measuring and taking an account of lumber, 
particularly of boards, which he is sidd to have done with 
great rapidity. This lumber was sent in rafts to New- 
buryport, and he, being commissioned to go and dispose 
of it, sometimes accompanied the raft, but more gener- 
aUy performed the journey each way on foot. As he 
was at this time a mere boy, and small of his age, he 
was looked upon with much interest for the shrewdness, 
accuracy, and despatch which were manifest in all his 
dealings. 
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When Mr. Parker was fifteen years of age, the brother 
in whose store he had been employed failed in business ; 
an event, we are told, which would have occurred still 
earlier but for the faithful exertions of his young clerk. 
Being thus thrown out of employment, ho was invited by 
another brother, who was a physician in Topsham, Me., 
to go and reside with him, and act as clerk in his drug- 
gist's shop. This invitation he accepted, and remained 
with his brother about a year. Here he was brought 
into a still stronger current of temptation than before. 
To the vice of intemperance, to which he had been 
exposed, was now added the still more seductive one of 
gambling. Yet he never yielded; previous resistance 
had given him double power to overcome his present 
exposure. Whenever it was possible, he always with- 
drew from the devotees of the cup and the gaming-board, 
to a small room alone. At last, sickened by the scenes 
into wliich he was daily and nightly thrown, he resolved 
to leave Topsham, and return to his native place. He 
did so, performing the journey of one hundred and fifty 
miles on foot, in tho month of March. 

Being unable to find such employment as he wished, 
he left home with the consent of his friends, but without 
informing them of his plans, knowing the objections they 
would interpose, and engaged himself as an apprentice 
to a shoemaker in Billerica, Mass. Here he continued 
for some time, till his friends, accidentally ascertaining 
where he was, persuaded him to return home. But there 
was no business for him there, and his active habits would 
not allow him to be idle. Accordingly, in connection with 
a brother, he purchased a woodlot, got oflf the lumber, 
drew it to the river, and rafted it. In the winter, being 

B 
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now Beventeen years of age, he offered himself as a 
teacher of a district school in the present town of Man- 
chester, N. H., then called Derry field. Tliough he had 
but a very limited education, and had never studied 
English grammar or geography, yet, afler due examina- 
tion, he was approved and engaged to teach tlic school. 
At the opening of the school, some of his scholars pre- 
sented themselves to study English grammar. With a 
resolution that never failed him in the most trying cir- 
cumstances, he put himself to the new study with such 
energy as to be able to teach it with success ; and so 
great was the approbation of his instructions, and of his 
general management of tlie school, that he was invited to 
teach there again the next winter. 

After these checkered scenes, by the particular advice 
of his friends, who saw in him elements of usefulness and 
success in some higher calling than any to which he had 
directed his attention, he was induced to prepare himself 
for the study of medicine. With the little gains actpiircd 
by the sale of his lumber and by his school, he entered the 
academy in Londonderry, at that time, and for many 
years after, under the charge of Samuel Bumliam, M. A ., 
a gentleman of most excellent character, and of some 
distinction as a teacher. While a member of the acad- 
emy, he boarded in the family of Rev. Jonathan Bi*o\Yn, 
the minister of the East Parish, and whose place he wus 
to occupy in a little more than six years. It was during 
his connection with this school that his attention was first 
called decidedly to the subject of religion, by a sermon 
on the Judgment, delivered in the pulpit in which he 
subsequently preached for so long a period. There can 
be UtUe doubt that the change wrought in liim by the 
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religious impressions made at thai; time was a thorough 
and radical one. It invested life with new interest, pre- 
sented new and more enlarged objects of effort, and 
pressed upon him higher and stronger motives of action, 
lie soon rcliiKiuishcd the purpose of entering the medi- 
cal profession ; and though entirely destitute of means, 
except what he might gain by his own exertions, directed 
his courac of study with reference to a preparation for 
college, with a view of entering the Christian ministry. 

At this time there was a highly excited state of feeling 
among the people of the East Parish of Londonderry, 
which had grown out of the opposition of a large minority 
to the settlement of the Rev. Mr. Brown, and the conse- 
quent formation of a Congregational society within the 
bounds of th i parish. Mr. Parker, finding his own mind 
too much diverted from his studies by the subjects which 
distracted the parish, left the academy at Londonderry, 
and placed himself under the instruction of Rev. Dr. 
Wood, of Boscawen, N. H., who often fitted young men 
for college. Here he remained until he entered college, 
with the exception of the time which ho spent in teaching. 
During his residence in Boscawen, at the ago of nine- 
teen, he united with the church under the charge of Dr. 
Wood. With what perseverance and success he prose- 
cuted his studies under his new, as well as under his 
former instructor, will be evident from the fact, that, in 
two years and three months after he commenced his 
studies in the academy at Londonderry, with a view of 
fitting himself for the medical profession, he entered the 
junior class in Dartmouth College, having taught school 
during this time some more than nine months. He went 
to Hanover on foot, carrying all his effects with him. In 
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after life, he, like many others, often regretted that he 
had not spent niore time in his preparatory and col- 
le^te coarse. 

While a member of college, he made the most faithful 
use of his time, rising at a very early hour in the 
morning. A classmate who was familiar with all his 
habits, says : ^' lie prosecuted his studies with great 
assiduity. With him no time was allowed to pass un- 
improved. He ranked high as a scholar, and was a 
member of the Phi Beta Kappa society." 

His Christian character and influence during his college 
coarse attracted particular notice. A classmate, after 
stating that ^^ he possessed a mind of a high order, strong, 
and quick of apprehension," adds : ^^ but his piety gave 
the chief lustre to his character. As a Christian, he was 
exemplary, devout, humble, and cheerful. In conver- 
sation and demeanor, he was pleasant and courteous. 
Probably no one of his class was more highly esteemed 
for his moral and Christian diameter thuu he." licv. Dr. 
Shurtloff, late professor m Dai'tuiouth College, and the 
only one of his college insti-uctors who now survives, says : 
^^ It is clear in my recollection, that Mr. Parker stood 
among the good scliolars of his class, but was most prom- 
inent as a devoted, consistent, and faithful Christian." 
And adverting to '^ his conscientious regard for divine 
truth," as exhibited in the decided and bold measures he 
took, on one occasion, to defeat the efforts made to dif- 
fuse loose and dangerous sentiments, Dr. Shurtleflf says : 
^^I silently marked the spirit which prompted him; a 
fearless determination to resist, at every hazard, the 
encroachments of error; and the same fidelity and 
moral courage which he then displayed, were miifonuly. 
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80 far as I have known and heard, carried out with pm- 
dcnco and good judgment in his subsequent life and 
ministry." Others have borne similar testimony in 
regard to the earnestness and consistency of his Christian 
example, and of the respect in which he was held, as 
combining in an unusual degree, at that time in college, 
honorable scholarship with decided piety. 

While Mr. Parker was a member of college, regular 
instruction was given in theology to such as wished it, 
by the professor of that department, which was then filled 
by llev. Dr. ShurtlefT. Besides pursuing the prescribed 
college course, he availed himself of the opportunity thus 
offered to prosecute' his theological studies. In these, as 
in other studies, ho made rapid advances. His professor, 
referring to the short time in which he prepared to enter 
the junior class in college, remarks : ^^ His well known 
rapidity of mind would give countenance to the report 
which you mention. Certainly, his progress in theology 
corresponded with his supposed rapidity in fitting for 
college." 

Mr. Parker supported himself during his college course 
by teaching school. He often spoke of the good provi- 
dence which directed him to desirable situations ; of one 
instance of this kind, he always had the most grateful 
remembrance. During his senior year, at a season when 
there was no opportunity of obtaining employment in the 
district schools, he found himself wholly destitute of means 
to pay his bills, and knew not what to do. At length, it 
occurred to him that Richard Lang, Esq., a merchant 
at Hanover, might wish to employ some one to teach Ids 
cliildren. With much diffidence, he concluded to go to 
Mr. Lang's store, and propose the subject to him. He 
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accordb^j went ; and, as soon as he opened the door, 
Mr. Lang came to him and said : ^^ Mr. Parker, I wish to 
emploj some one to teach my children ; I hare been to 
Profisssor Shurtleff, to request him to rccoomiend a suit- 
able person, and he recommends you ; are you willing 
to take the situation?" The answer can be readily 
imagmed. On the same day, he was comfortably settled 
in Srfr. Lang's family, where he remained several moutlis 
after he graduated. Oh, how many young men of gen- 
erous impulses, and with an ardent desire to prepare 
themselves to be useful in the worid, may be found in all 
our institutions of learning, embarrassed and disheartened 
for the want of some small pittance of relief, which multi- 
tudes would be the richer for giving them ! 

Mr. Parker graduated in 1807, but continued his tlie- 
olog^cal studies at Hanover, under Prof. Shurtleff, for 
several months afterward. lie was licensed to preach the 
gospel Oct. 29, 1807, by the Committee of the Grafton, 
N. IL, presbytery, his license being signed by John 
Whcck)ck, John Smith, Iloswell ShurtlofT, Pi-esiJent and 
Professors in Dartmouth College, and llev. James Wood- 
ward, of Norwich. During the winter, he spent some 
time in the study of theology witli llcv. Dr. Burton, of 
Thetford, Vt., the zealous advocate and defender of the 
"Taste Scheme," against the "Exercise Scheme," as 
promulgated by Dr. Emmons. 

About tliis time he began to make occasional entries 
in a diary, from which a few extracts will be taken in the 
course of this sketch. In view of the ministry upon 
which he was about to enter, he seems to have had 
clearer convictions than before of the necessity of vital 
piety. Ilence he says : " I do resolve to give more dili- 



MEMOIR. XIX 

gcnce to be established in the hope of the gospel." 
^^ Sensible of the great and momentous study in which I 
am engaged, and of the importance of entering upon it 
with right motives, I resolve to devote mjself to the 
examination of my own heart." " I do now resolve to 
relinquish every earthly object, and to set my affections 
supremely on God." " I resolve not to suffer the opin- 
ions, tiio pleasures, the flatteries, or the frowns of the 
world, to influence my conduct. Grant me power, 
God, to confirm my feeble resolutions." 

As an evidence of his laborious application to the 
studies on which he had entered, it may be added, that ^ 
the time of each day, from five o'clock in the morning till 
half-past eleven at night, was appropriated to particular 
duties, including three seasons of devotion. He had an 
impediment in his speech; ho therefore devoted one 
hour each day to correct that, lie wished to gain a 
more extensive knowledge of some of the studies of his 
college course ; he accordingly gave three hours each 
day to the mathematics, and as many to the languages ; 
and all this in addition to his principal object, the study 
of theology. 

In the spring of 1808, Mr. Parker took charge of the 
academy in Salisbury, N. H., for six months, residing in 
the family of the Rev. Thomas Worcester, pastor of the 
church in that place. After completing his engagement 
at Salisbury, he preached for several months at Columbia, 
Conn. Here ho was invited to settle ; but feeling the 
need of more experience, as well as a more extended 
course of study, before he connected himself pennanently 
witii any society, he declined the call, and placed himself 
under the instruction of Rev. Dr. Worcester, of Salem, 
Mass., the first Secretary of the American Board. He 
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remained in this place one year, residing in Hie fiunily of 
Dr. Worcester, and assisting him in his ministerial and 
parochial duties ; he also taught a school nthich was con- 
nected with Dr. Worcester's society. Ilis ardent piety 
was not unobserved here. His faithful and earnest 
labors, during a revival in the winter of 1809-10, are 
still fresh in the minds of some who were familiar with 
the scenes of that interesting period. He always looked 
upon the time spent at Salem as a very valuable prep- 
aration for his subsequent labors. 

During his residence at Salem, as he passed through 
the East Parish of Londonderry, now Derry, on his way 
to visit his friends in Litchfield, he was providentially 
invited to supply tiie pulpit for two SabbaUis. This led 
to further engagements, which he met by going to Derry 
on Saturday afternoon, and returning to Salem on 
Monday in time to commence his school. As soon as he 
had fulfilled tiie cn^niii^ement he had made with Dr. Wor- 
coster, ho received a call to become the ])astor of tho 
Presbyterian clmrch in the East Parish of liondoudcrry. 
This call he accepted, and was ordained September 
12, 1810. Rev. Dr. Worcester, his friend and recent 
instructor, preached the ordination sermon. In address- 
ing the people on that occasion. Dr. Worcester said, with 
reference to the pastor elect : ^' We have tiie pleasing 
confidence that our young brother, who is now to be set 
over you in the Lord, will prove to you an ascension-^ft, 
a good man and full of the Holy Ghost, an able and 
fiutiiful minister of the New Testament. This confidence 
we have not taken up lightly ; it has resulted fi'om what 
we have seen and known, and wiUi respect to some of 
us, at least, it has been strengtiiened and confirmed by 
intimate and endearing acquaintance." 
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Just before his ordination, he bad evidently made the 
responsible duties of the ministry, and the various ways 
by Avhich these might be most successfully accomplished, 
a matter of protracted and prayerful study. Ho had 
tiiken a comprehensive view of the difficultios to be met, 
the prejudices to bo overcome, and felt that ho needed 
more than human wisdom to render his ministry success- 
ful. 'Ilicrc was no shrinking fi-pm the responsibilities of 
the station, because it was beset with trials ; no desire 
even to avoid what might come in the way of duty ; his 
only solicitude was to know how he might approve him- 
self to Ilim who had put him into the muiistry. 

Tlio following extracts from his diary, will show his 
interest in adopting and carrying out such principles and 
rules, as would fit him most successfully for the work on 
which he was about to enter. 

" I will consider love to God and zeal for his glory 
as my highest duty, and study to improve daily in these 
divine affections ; and will judge of my progress in them, 
not by transient fervor, but by my habitual temper ; by 
my faithful pcrfonnanoo of the self-denying duties of 
Christianity ; by my cheerfid acquiescence in all God's 
dispensations, and by the love, humiUty, and watchfulness 
which I may be enabled to exhibit to those around me." 

" I will cultivate an habitual sense of (jod's presence, 
and of my accountability to him ; of the shortness of time, 
and my obligations to improve it." 

" I will be particularly watchful against the love of 
praise or distinction, as well as the fear of shame ; desist* 
ing from my purpose when I feel these to be my only 
motives, and endeavoring by prayer to overcome them 
when I perceive them combined with proper motives." 
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'^ I win be open to conviction, ever receiving correc- 
tion and reproof meekly and thankfully ; never question- 
ing merely for the sake of dispute, nor retorting on 
my reprover." 

^^ I will in no case affect knowledge which 1 have not ; 
I will not put oflf to a future day the business of the pres- 
ent, but will apply myself to it, never yielding to sloth 
or the love of ease, but exercising a constant and self- 
denying attention to my proper work." 

^' I will watch particularly against all heartlessness 
towards inferiors, and especially such as need my help. 
I will listen kindly to tlieir representations, and render 
them all the assistance in my power." 

^^ I will guard against everything, in look and manner, 
which might tend to wound the feelings of otiiers." 

" I will not allow the conduct of others towards me to 
lessen my kindness and good-will to them." 

^' I will consider the study of my heart one main busi- 
ness of my life, and I will enter every evening, if possible, 
into a serious review of the day past, and will solemnly 
consider the fitness of my soul to enter the eternal 
world." 

In 1811, he married Miss Mehetabel Kimball, daughter 
of Deacon Stephen Kimball, of Hanover, N. II. She 
was to him a worthy companion, and a valued hcl|>cr 
in his responsible duties, Tlio connection then formed 
continued for thirty-nine years. She still survives, 
residing with her youngest son. They had four children ; 
two sous and two daughters. The younger daughter 
died at the age of about throe years ; their other children 
are still living. 

The parish with which Mr, Parker was connected. 
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required unusual labor and prudence. It stretched over 
a large territory, rendering much time necessary to visit 
the remote parts of it. There had also been much 
alienation between the two societies wliich had existed 
there for several ycaft ; the appropriate duties of the 
ministry had been to some extent neglected, and, when 
performed, were rendered in a measure nugatory, by the 
unhappy state of feeling existing in the place. And 
though, at the time of Mr. Parker's settlement, the two 
societies had with entire unanimity united in giving him 
a call, yet the old wounds could not at once be healed. 
A conviction of duty as well as interest impelled them to 
bury their differences, and to unite their strength in the 
support of an efficient ministry. Still, there wore ele- 
ments pent up, which a slight cause would at any time 
call into action. Tliis state of things Mr. Parker well 
understood, for we find in his diary at this time, this 
resolution : " Resolved to be very watchful and circum- 
spect in regard to everything I say, considering the 
present state of the society." The ministry on which he 
entered under such circumstances was eminently suc- 
cessful. Not that there was always entire hannony or 
no personal dissatisfaction ; not that a different course 
of measures and a different style of preaching would not 
have been acceptable to some ; not that he himself was a 
stranger to trials, some of which made his nights weari- 
some and sleepless ; but the general results of the connec- 
tion between him and the parish were much more happy, 
both for the temporal and spiritual interests of the pcoi)lc, 
were attended with more harmony and mutual confidence, 
than cither could have dared to anticipate. 
On the day of his ordination, he enteied among other 
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resolutioDS, Uie following : ^ I now re$ohe to give mytelf 
wholly to the work.'* This was tho great motto of his 
life. This resolution, adopted, not from constraint, but 
under a high sense of duty, brought one single object of 
life before him, as the centre towtrds which everything 
must tend, and made the exhausting and self>denyuig 
labors of the ministry a source of rich enjoyment. Smgle- 
ness of aim, a hearty devoteduess to tho work, is one of 
the surest pledges of success in any undertaking, and is 
nowhere more needful than in the ministry. When this 
office is entered with a divided purpose, with an eye as 
much upon the personal advantages it may give as upon 
the solemn duties it imposes and the fruits that should 
spring from it ; when it is sought with a view to gratify 
a literary taste, or as a field for the display of learning 
or eloquence, or because it may elevate him who is 
clothed with it to a more refined circle in society ; when 
any one, or all of these become paramount to the tnie 
business of the ministry, — tho saving of men's souls, — 
that sacred office is so far prostituted, and the results 
which may always sooner or later be expected from tlie 
faithful performance of its duties, fail of being attained. 
It has been justly smd, that it is hard to be a faithful min- 
ister ; and with equal justice it has been repUcd, it is 
harder to bo an unfaithful one. 

Mr. Parker entered the ministry with no such divided 
purpose. " I resolve to give myself >\ holly to the work. 
I dctei'mine to i*ca1izc that I have but one Miistcr to 
serve, and to make it my great aim to please him." 
llius he resolves, and thus he writes, on the day of 
his ordination ; and how faithfully tho pledge was kept, 
the people to whom he ministered for forty years can best 
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judge. IIow earnestly he labored ; how little he con* 
suited his own ease ; how entirely he merged his private 
interests in the welfare of his people ; with what restless 
anxiety ho watched for opportunities to do good ; how he 
divided to his flock the Word of God, giving to each a 
]K)rtion in due season ; how he warned and entreated 
tlicm ; how he went from house to house , conversing with 
those unreconciled to God ; how often he was by the bed- 
side of the sick and the dying, pointing them to their 
only refuge ; with what deep sympathy he imparted con- 
solation to the afflicted and broken-hearted ; with what 
words of gentleness he strove to win the affection and 
confidence of the lambs of his flock, that the truth might 
take effect in their minds also ; what a fervor and spirit 
of piety mingled in all his duties ; in a word, bow faith- 
ful, how exemplary and blameless, was his ministry, they 
know well, who, for so many years, were witnesses of 
these things. 

His theological views were consistent, scriptural, and 
what are termed evangelical. While hd had studied 
most of the leading theologians, and was familiar with 
their differences of opinion, and their varying shades of 
representation and conception, he had studied the Bible 
more, and admitted or rejected particular views, according 
as they coincided or were at variance with what, after 
patient study, he believed to be the teaching of the Word 
of God. Of the doctrines of tho Bible he had clear and 
well-defined conceptions, apprehending the extent and 
limits of each, as well as their interdependence, and seeing 
how symmetrical and harmonious a system they formed 
when combined together. Hence, without prying into the 
hidden mysteries of God, or trying to comprehend and 
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explain them, he was able to '^ vindicate the ways of God 
toman." These doctrines were presented clearly and 
forcibly, but never in a manner suited to make the 
hearers of them theological wranglers, or the disciples of 
a particular theological teacher. No one ever heard 
from his pulpit the distinctive views or modes of philoso- 
phizing adopted by Edwards, Hopkins, Dwiglit, Burton, 
or Emmons. His aim was, not so much to make theolo- 
gians as Christians, not so much to give theoretical as 
practical instruction. 

Mr. Parker possessed highly respectable, but not dis- 
tinguished talents as a preacher. If it could be said that 
he preached few great sermons, it could also be said that 
he rarely, if ever, preached a poor one. Though his 
mind was not characterized by any marked originality, it 
was strong and vigorous, quick of perception and rapid in 
its operations. It was not one-sided, or marred by any 
prominent defects, but was well-balanced and well-dis- 
ciplined. His sermons were not elaborate productions, 
modelled after severe rules ; they bore no striking mairks 
of the rhetorician's skill, and there was little in them to 
gratify the fancy or imagination ; but they were always 
sound and instructive, always exhibited consecutive and 
well-arranged thought; they were plain, direct, and 
earnest, making forcible appeals to the conscience, urging 
upon men their duty, and portraying the fcaiful conse- 
quences of neglecting it ; with the deepest solemnity too, 
did he exhort and entreat them to become reconciled to 
Ood. And such was the evident sincerity with which 
his appeals and exhortations were made, so entirely free 
was he from heartlessness or formality in them, that none 
could sit beneath his ministrations without the conviction 
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that he was a man of God, who knew and felt the weighty 
import of the message he had been commissioned to 
deliver. 

Tlie subjects of his discourses were well chosen ; he 
had no favorite circle of themes on which to preach, to the 
neglect of all others. His sum was to declare the whole 
counsel of God, selecting at a particular time such sub- 
jects as he supposed the wants of his people required. 
In this he was remarkably judicious. Being constantly 
among his imrishioncrs, and acquainting himself with their 
peculiar state of feeling, with their misapprehensions of 
truth or prejudices against it, he was fully prepared to 
meet their various necessities. The state of the times, 
passing events, and solemn providences, he often seized 
u|)on as themes of discourse. But whatever the theme, 
whether doctrinal or practical, historical or biograpliical, 
his great aim was to enforce moral truth on the minds of 
his hearers. 

In the discharge of his appropriate duties as pastor, he 
had few if any superiors. lie has often and justly been 
called a ^' model pastor." Certainly, in the untiring 
and faithful manner in which the duties of this office 
were met, he has been surpassed by none. Not even 
Dr. Chalmers, in his unwearied efforts to make his pas- 
toral influence felt among the ten or twelve thousand 
.parishioners of the Tron Church Parish, or the Parish of 
St. John's, can be ssdd to have performed a greater 
amount of pastoral labor. The labors of the pastor should 
ever coexist with those of the preacher ; if the former are 
merged in the latter, so far the preacher neglects one of 
die most effective elements of his strength. Each is a 
handmaid of the other. To be most successful as a 
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preacher <Hie rnusi be a faithful pastor, and he who would 
carry widi him the greatest influence in his pastoral 
circuits, must remember that, however constantly and 
fiuthfully these more private ministrations may be per- 
formed, they can never supersede the necessity of the 
well studied and vigorous instructions of the pulpit. 
How readily and skilfully can he suit his teachings to 
particular states of mind, when he has learned these by 
minting with his people ; and how cordial a reception will 
he meet at the homes of his parishioners ; what an influ- 
ence will his private teachings have over them; how 
readily will they open their hearts, if on the Sabbath he 
has ably and faithfully instructed thorn from the oracles 
of God. 

The views of Mr. Parker with regard to the importance 
of the pastoral office, as well as the character and extent 
of his labors in it, are happily expressed in the following 
extract from the Congregational Journal, written by the 
Editor, Rev. Henry Wood. 

^^ Confessedly, preaching is the great work of the min- 
istry ; but it is not its whole work. The natural and 
acquired abilities which give it interest and power, the 
reason which invigorates it, the taste which adorns it, 
the ima^nation which enlivens it, and the eloquence 
which enforces it, are of high value, and worthy of admi- 
ration ; at the same Umo, there are other qualifications 
equally potential in securing success, if not equally attrac- 
tive and dazzling, llie kind heart, the wisely spoken word, 
the judicious measures, the visit to the house of poverty, 
outgushing sympathy with mourning and sorrow, interest 
in the parishioner's temporal as well as spiritual welfare, 
the familiar conversation, the cultivated intimacy with 
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childhood and youth throughout the parish, the prayer at 
the family altar, or at the bedside of the sick and the 
dying, the conference in the school-room, and the prayer- 
meeting in tlie private dwelling, if they do not exhibit 
the talent which prepares the impressive and admired 
sennon, are indispensable to its effect.'* 

" The power of the pulpit is not like tiiat of gravitation 
or the mechanical forces, which may be calculated on 
infallible principles ; the state of mind in those who hear^ 
is an im]x)rtant element in the computation of preaching 
power. Eloquence is impotent when it is judged to be 
heartless, and the most logical sermons fail to convince 
* and impress, when it is suspected that they are extorted by 
the stem demands of pulpit duty, rather than the simple 
products of the prompting heart. It is ihe volunteer 
offices of the week which give much of its force to the 
exacted sermon of the Sabbath, — offices which might 
have been omitted without censure, and were performed 
with manifest pains-taking and self-denial. These, 
attesting to the sincerity of the heart, make eloquence 
moic eloquent, and even common-place impressive and 
mighty." 

" The churches of New Hampshire have just lost, — 
no, not lost, but parted with one whose life both sug- 
gested our remarks and illustrated them. Rev. Edward 
L. Parker, of Derry, was a model pastor, exceeded by 
none other in the State ; it is hardly too much to add, by 
no one in New England. A distinguished minister, who 
for many years had sustained the pastoral relation to 
an important congregation, and afterwards became the 
learned professor in a theological seminary and university, 
after spending a few weeks in the family of Mr. Parker, 

0* 
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and obsenring his wisdom and tact, remarked, that he 
excelled in these respects all the ministers her had ever 
known, and deserved to be stuiied by young preachers 
as a model. His talents as a preacher were respectable, 
bat not eminent ; always judicious and instructive, he was 
never eloquent. But bis pastoral influence, liko tlie air, 
was diffused and felt over his entire parish. In illustra- 
tion of his life and labors, it may be stated, such was his 
attention to the young that we learned from his own lips 
what was affirmed by others, that he knew the name of 
every child in his large parish of nearly two thousand 
•ools. His labors in the outskirts of his parish were as 
abundant as .they were arduous. Ho was wont to* 
•remark, that if he fortified the outposts he did not fear 
for the citadel.^' 

*^ If Mr. Parker's parish had reason to boast of its 
pastor, the pastor had reason to boast of his parish, 
which in its good order, its intclligcnco, its solid religious 
character, its harmony, its steady progress, aud the 
number of its youth it educated and sent forth to honor- 
able and useful stations, is hardly excelled by any other 
in New England." 

For about thirty years of Mr. Parker's ministry, his 
parish contiuned nearly four hundred families, all of 
which he looked upon as his pastoral charge, and having 
claims upon him for instruction and sympatliy. At 
times, he would make appointments to visit in particular 
neighboriioods, on certain days, calling at every house, 
and in this way making the circuit of the whole parish ; 
at other times, his visits were less formal and system- 
atic, having reference to the circumstances and wants 
of particular families. His attentions to the afflicted 
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wore unremttiedy day after day was he found at the 
bedside of the sick and dying ; the earnest inquirer he 
sought out, that he might impart the light and instruction 
of the gospel; tho infirm and aged, who could not 
attend on his public teachings, to their spiritual wants 
he ministered in their own dwellings. Sometimes he 
devoted an entire week in visiting, with tho single view 
of awakening among parents and children an interest in 
attending tho Sabbath school. His visits, whether for 
tliis purpose or for. others, were more frequent to the 
remoter parts of the town than to families more centrally 
situated. Wherever he went, he usually carried small 
books or tracts, particularly adapted to tho young, which 
ho distributed among them, both for tho purpose of 
instructing them, as well as winning their love and con- 
fidence. Such was his desire to be among his people, 
tiiat it was with difficulty he could be persuaded to be 
absent a few days, even to visit his friends ; and when 
he did so, he was always impatient to return ; and when- 
ever he knew that any circumstances called him to any 
part of his parish, he could never be induced to give 
himself quiet or rest at home, unless the state of the 
weather rendered it wholly imprudent to go abroad. 
Never was there a parish which had a more faithful or 
laborious pastor. 

Mr. Parker had a special interest in the younger 
portion of his parish, and this interest was accompanied 
by corresponding efforts for their improvement. He not 
only (bit but he acted on the principle, that youth is the 
seed-time of life. Some years previous to the establish- 
ment of Sabbath schools in New England, he adopted 
measures to give the youth of his parish a more extensive 
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and exact knowledge of the Biblo. The readents rf 
Deny, thirty-five years ago, will remember the two aoci- 
etiea then in existence with thb object in view. The 
^^ Adelphi/' and the ^^ Toung Ladies Catechetical SoA- 
ety/' will ever be held in grateful remembrance by not 
a few of their members. These societies met once each 
month, though not at tlie same time. Particular subjects 
for examination were previously assigned by the pastor, 
and the members of the society were expected to illus- 
trate and establish these by texts of §cripture. Subjects 
were not unfrequently given to the members of the 
Adelj^ (the society for the young men), on which to 
write ; this they often did, at considerable length. In 
some instances, the meetings of this society were held in 
public. In such cases, the members were questioned in 
the presence of the audience, and also read the disserta- 
tions which they had written. Few parishes had a more 
promising circle of young men than were to be found 
here, before tlio advantages held out to Uiem from 
abroad induced them to leave tlieir native place. It 
must be added, that some of the choicest spirits went to 
an early grave. Nor is it out of place to remark, that 
the young ladies connected with the society established 
for their improvement, have been distinguished for sta- 
bility of character ; and many of tlicm have been orna- 
ments in tlieir respective spheres. 

As another means of improving the young men, Mr. 
Parker invited them to meet in the vestry on Sabbadi 
noon, and at other times, to listen to the reading of some 
valuable book. Sometimes, too, meetings were appointed 
in the school-houses in the remote parts of Uie parish, for 
the same purpose. Hawes's Lectures to Young Men, 
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were read in this way in diflferent parts of the town. 
For the younger part of his charge, he had other 
measures. By various inducements, he would persuade 
them to commit the answers to Scripture Questions, and 
also the Assembly's Shorter Catechism. For many years, 
his custom was to give a pocket Testament, containing 
his own name and that of the one to whom it was given, 
to every child who would recite the Catechism perfectly. 
Much interest was in this way awakened in the study of 
this valuable summary of truth ; and the prize which the 
successful com|)ctitors obtained, was valued both as an 
evidence of diligence and success, and also as being a 
present from their pastor. And will not these little 
mementos of a pastor's affection and interest have an 
increased value, now that ho who inscribed those youthful 
names, has ceased from his labors in their behalf, and is 
silent in death ? 

On occasions of temperance and Sabbath school cele- 
brations, so earnest was he that all the children might have 
their minds interested in these objects by the ceremonies, 
as well as by the direct instructions, that the writer well 
remembers him hurrying in different directions over the 
common, where the processions were usually formed, 
picking up a child here and another there, and finding 
places for them with the others. 

His efforts for the general education of the young were 
of tlie same earnest character. During almost the whole 
of his ministry, he visited the eight or ten district schools 
each four times a year, — at the commencement and the 
close of the summer and winter terms. These were no 
formal visits, made to get rid of an irksome duty. He 
went with his mind alive to the interests which centred 
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aboat diose humble seats of learniog. He watched and 
noted, with scarce!/ less than paternal interest, the devel- 
opment and growth of each mind. This interest on the 
part of the pastor was not without its effect on the liunds 
of the scholars. The/ knew that their progress was 
marked, and were incited by it to greater efforts. A 
failure at an examination is always humbling, but it is 
doubly so when made in the presence of one whom we 
know to feel a lively interest in our improvement. The 
writer has not yet forgotten his own mortified feelings at 
failing to perform an exercise in the presence of his 
pastor, nor the resolution he then formed, not to be 
found deficient on a similar occasion. How many youth- 
ful minds have been thus quickened to nobler exertions, 
cannot be told ; but without doubt, not a few owe their 
first zealous impulse to study to the manifest interest and 
the counsels of their pastor at these school visitations. 

Mr* Parker was also deeply interested in the higher 
institutions of learning in the town. From their first 
establishment, ho was a trustee in the Pinkorton Acad- 
emy, and in the Adams Female Academy, and took a 
prominent part in their organisation, and in advising and 
directing in regard to their various interests. While 
there were at times marked difTorencos of opinion in 
regard to the general measures to be ado]>tod, and like- 
wise some cause for strong j>ersoual fueling, it is bolioved 
that in all cases ho ?;calously sought their best good with- 
out reference to bis own private feelings, or the odium 
that might attach to him from advocating views diiferont 
from those of his associates. Certainly, no member of 
either board had his sympatliies more warmly enlisted in 
behalf of thcso institutions ; and no one Wi\s more fre- 
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quentlj found at the quarterly examinations. At the 
thne of his death he was the president of both boards. 

The remarks already made show the laborious habits 
of Mr. Parker ; but this feature deserves to be brought 
out still more prominently. It may bo said wiUi 
little hazard, that no minister of Now England performed 
a greater amount of pastoral labor, and that no one 
preached as many times within the same period, as he 
did. In favorable weather, ho usually preached throe 
times on the Sabbath, — the third service being held in 
some one of the school-houses or in a private house. 
Besides this, he often held in the summer a prayer^ 
meeting or teacher^s meeting, before morning service, 
and always attended a Bible class or the Sabbath school 
during the intermission of the public exercises. And it 
is judged that on an average he preached three lectures 
a week, in different parts of the town ; in seasons 
of religious interest the number being much greater. 
The following extracts from his memoranda, embracing 
two weeks, commencing with the first of January, will 
exhibit the general character and amount of his labors 
abroad among his people during the week. 

^^ Monday. Visited Mr. W., being sick with fever, 
but recovering ; also Mrs. 11., very low with consump- 
tion. Iler hope is firm, desirous to depart. Afternoon, 
Monthly Concert. 

" Tuesday. Visited Mrs. McK., Mr. D.,Mr. P., and 
oUiers in the neighborhood. In the evening, attended a 
meeting of professors of religion at Mr. P's ; serious and 
I hope profitable meeting. 

" Wednesday. Visited Mr. P., whose wife recently 
died. Attended a meeting of professors, and those who 
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were Berioos, at Mr. N's ; meeting full. One peraon 
expressed the hope of having obtained light and comfort 
the daj before from the Word of God ; may it prove gen- 
uine. In the evening, attended a similar meeting at Mr. 
C's. I have now fulfilled my appointment of visitmg the 
church in their respective neighborhoods, with a view to 
ascertain their spiritual slate, and to concert measures 
to be adopted and pursued to revive religion in their 
hearts and among those around them. The effect has 
been, I trust, &vorabIe. I feel much satisfied with the 
course pursued, as I find it has served to rouse man/ 
who had begun to slumber. 

'* TImnday. Attended a conference meeting at Mrs. 
C's. 

'^ Friday. Visited Mr. M's family, and left some 
tracts. Also Mr. P's ; had an opportunity to converse 
with his son ; hope that it may not prove in vain. 
Visited Mr. N., Mrs. G., Mr. II., Mr. N. Found him 
resting on the dangerous ground that a sinner must 
wait God's time. Visited Mr. G's, Mr. l)'s, and Mr. 
S's. In the evening, attended a conference at Mr. 
G's.** 

" Monday. Visited a school near Mr ; dined with 

Mr. F ; conversed freely with him on tiie subject of 
delay ; afterwards visited Uie school in . 

" Tuesday. Attended the funeral of ; visited at 

Mrs. T's. 

" Wednesday. Visited Mr. P., Mr. Conversed 

particularly with him on the subject of his suspension ; 
admonished him of his critical situation, which he 
received kindly. In the evening, preached a lecture at 
Mr. A's. 
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" Thursday. Visited Mrs. C's, and preached a 
lecture in the school-house near Mr. Ws." 

The next >Tee1c he visited one school, fourteen families, 
preached four lectures, and attended an inquiry meeting. 

The following extracts from his journal, will show the 
strong interest which prompted these labors : — 

" I will cherish love for my people, and feel that for 
every soul I must give account." 

" I will prepare a list of my people, and will in the 
course of the year if practicable, and oftener if I can, 
apply divine truth to the heart of each, personally." 

^' I will converse with my people more freely and 
more directly on the great subject of religion, as I have 
opportunity, and let no occasion pass unimproved." 

The history of his pastoral labors can never be written ; 
they could have been fully understood only by going with 
him on his visits to schools, to families, to individuals, 
and by witnessing his deep interest in their behalf, and 
the faithful manner in which he discharged his duties to 
them. 

Notwithstanding this amount of labor abroad, he 
secured time for study and for the preparation of his dis- 
course. But this he did only by the strictest economy. 
No one could find more hours in a day than he ; nor 
could any one turn to better account the fragments of 
time. He could never be found idle. Some valuable 
author was constantly by him, which was taken up whea 
he had a leisure moment. He had a keen relish for 
study, and it was no task for him to turn his mind, at 
once, to the subjects he wished to consider. While his 
reading was by no means limited, it could not be said to 
be extensive. It embraced but comparatively few authors. 



but thej were worth the reading, and were well di- 
gested. With those writers who believe in the infinite 
diviability of thought, he had no patience. He would 
frequently speak of the conden»ng process which needed 
to be applied to many authors. Though his sennons, 
as before remarked, were not elaborate productions, they 
were by no means hastily prepared. The plan and gen- 
eral arrangement of them he made as he rode on horse- 
back from place to place among his people, and subse- 
quently wrote ihem out in the quiet of his study. He 
was a man of systeni ; he had a system in his studies, 
and a system in his parochial and other duties. Tins 
gave him an amount of time for the numerous demands 
made upon him, which would seem mcredible to those 
who do everything without a plan. 

Mr. Parker was a man of sound judgment. He formed 
lus plans intelligently and judiciously, rarely making a 
mistake in regard to their practicability. His judgment 
was often put to a severe test in determining the course 
to be pursued in critical emergencies, but be seldom took 
a wrong step. This shielded him from the diflSculties 
into which so many men are constantly running. He 
was not a man to run hastily after any new or popular 
notions, merely because they were such ; nor was he a 
man to be carried away by any popular current. Neitlier 
his opinions nor measures were characterized by any 
extremes ; they were neither radical nor so conservative 
as to admit of no departure from what usage or time 
might have established. He took practical and safe 
views of whatever came before him, and was ever 
esteemed a wise and valuable counsellor by his brethren 
in the ministry. 
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While Mr. Parker was not liable to be deceived by 
new movements, or to run into them because they were 
new, his good judgment was manifested in his readiness 
to adopt any measures, from whatever source they might 
come, provided they promised substantial, permanent 
good. It is believed that the first temperance society in 
New Hampshire was formed among his people ; and he 
was among the very first in the State to introduce the 
system of Sabbath school instruction. 

lie was well acquainted with human nature, and 
formed a correct estimate of character. He was quick 
to detect the prejudices of men, their particular bias and 
varied motives. He knew who had an honest heart, and 
who, only an honest appearance. Ho was not deceived 
by smooth words, nor misled by a show of friendship. 
Modest and retiring worth, too, he never failed to see and 
appreciate, however rough and forbidding the exterior. 

With a sound judgment was united a remarkable 
prudence. The former enabled him to see what wad 
wise, the latter kept him from doing what was unwise » 
Judgment, gave him an insight into the characters of 
men ; prudence, put him on his guard against giving 
them unnecessary offence. The former devises wise 
measures, the latter keeps out of the way influences 
which might prevent their accomplishment. These two 
characteristics were happily combined in Mr. Parker, 
and to their influence is to be attributed much of the 
success of his ministry, as well as the general harmony 
among his people. These are important elements of 
success in any situation in life, but especially in the min- 
istry. There are states of feeling and times of excite^ 
mcnt both among individuals and an entire society, when 



a fidse step or even an impradent expression may prore 
disastrous to a pastor's influence and counteract the 
benefits <^ bis past kbors. Mr. Parker's prudence did not 
degenerate into timidity, though in some cases a bolder 
and more decided course might have been wiser. It 
was not a mere negative virtue, whose onlj merit consists 
in preventing men from acting, lest they may act wrong ; 
nor was it a compromise of duty for tlie sake ct a dead 
quietism. It was a studious effort in all his ministerial 
duties, in all his relations as a citisen, to do nothing 
whereby his ministry might be blamed, or its influence 
impaired. It showed itself in foreseeing and preventing 
the occasions of evil ; in pouring oil on the troubled waters ; 
in studying fitting times and seasons in which to robuke 
any prevailing evil ; in addressing with a spirit of kind- 
ness mingled with fidelity the erring ones of his flock, 
instead of biingiDg a railing accusation against them. 

An incident which occurred but a few weeks before 
his death, will show how sensitive he was to whatever 
might in any way projudice the mind against the truth. 
The Sabbath school was hold in the vestry, which is ad- 
jacent to the entrance-hall, where many persons usually 
stand during intermission. The door to the vestry would 
often be left open ; and some persons, not connected with 
the Sabbath school, would stand near the door to hear 
what was said, while the conversation of otiiers was a 
serious annoyance to the exorcises of the school. To 
send some one to shut the door, would deprive those who 
wished it of an opportunity to hear, ami otiiors too might 
regard it as a mark of censure towards themselves; 
and who could tell the consequences of an act apparently 
so unimportant ? He was unwilling, therefore, that any 



one should close the door, but said to the superintendent : 
*' Can you not put a spring on the door which will always 
close it when it is opened?" To the unreflecting this 
might seem the merest trifling, but whoever understands 
tiio nature of tho human mind, its nice susceptibilities, 
the slight causes which oflen give it a permanent direc* 
tion for good or for evil, and that tho destiny of indi- 
viduals is sometimes so delicately poised that a feather's 
weight might turn the scale, will not regard it as aii 
unimportant circumstance, whether that door were closed 
by conscious or unconscious agency. The spring was 
soon put upon the door, but the watchful and solicitous 
pastor never entered the room afterwards* 

Mr. Parker was a man of ardent piety, and his Chris- 
tian character was eminently consistent and exemplary^ 
'^ No one becomes a villain at once," said the Roman 
satifbt, and with more truth may it be said that no one 
becomes an eminent Christian at once. GThe formation 
of character, whether good or bad, is progressive ; it is 
not the work of a moment ; time and appropriate influ- 
ences are requisite. Particularly is this the case in 
forming and perfecting that character which the poet has 
justly termed the " highest style of man." Mr. Parker 
recognized this principle in the cultivation of piety. He 
devoted much time to prayer, usually having three sea- 
sons of private devotion daily. He had also special 
seasons of fasting and prayer. It was one of his resolu- 
tions to devote the last Saturday of each month to this 
object. He was a constant and prayerful student of the 
Bible. He always rose early in the morning, and before 
his mind was engrossed with other things, he gave the 
first hours of the day to the study of the Scriptures ; and 
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as he grew older, they became more and more a &vorite 
atady. He often remarked that he found in them inexhanst- 
iUe treasures, lliose who were for any time in his fam- 
ily, will remember how often he was seen with his Bible 
in lus hand. This he studied, not merely as a biblical 
critic, though lus Greek Testament gives abundant evi- 
dence that he had not ne^ected that duty ; but partic- 
ularly that he might imbibe the spirit of its teachings, and 
draw from it that nourishment whereby he might grow 
in grace. EUs piety was not fitful and intermittent, at 
one time ardent and at another without any evidence of 
vitality ; there was a renuurkable uniformity and symme- 
try in it, much more than is noticeable in most Christians. 
Amid the general declensions in the church, the fire did 
not go out on his altar, but burned with an almost uni- 
form brilliancy. Indeed, when the piety of others shone 
but dimly, he felt the need of cultivating with incretsed 
watchfulness his own graces. The people of his late 
charge will remember Uie earnestness and fervor of his 
appeals both in public and private, when a spirit of world- 
Imess had made them forgetful of higher interests. Tlie 
following extracts from different parts of his diary, while 
they imply his own convictions of the low attainments he 
had made in holiness, give evidence of his earnest endeav- 
ors to grow into a nearer resemblance to his great Pattern 
and Exemplar. 

^^ I resolve to be more frequent and earnest in prayer. 
I resolve to read» the Scriptures more attentively, and 
with self-appUcation." 

" I will idm after singleness of heart, and devote more 
time to devotion." 

On recovering from sickness, he says : '^ May it be so 
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sanctified as to be instrumental in leading me to greater 
spirituality and to bo more devoted to the duties of my 
office." 

^' I will maintain a devotional frame and a more spirit- 
ual conversation." 

'^As I am less engrossed this week than usual, I 
resolve to dismiss all other subjects from my mind, and 
to make the attainment of a good hope in Christ my 
special concern." 

'' How many precious moments have I wasted, which 
should have been consecrated to the cultivation of piety." 

^* I resolve to be more engaged in my great work ; to 
strive to advance religion in my heart and life ; to suflfer 
no other object to divert my attention." 

'' I fear I do not make advances in the divine life. I 
find from mihappy experience that the least neglect of 
duty, the least perplexity about the world, proves de- 
structive to the soul. May I be excited to live nearer to 
Ood, and may I enjoy more of the light of his counte- 
nance." 

'^ I now determine to seek after holiness, to be much 
in prayer, to live above the world, to fool myself no longer 
my own but Christ's, to be employed by Iiim in the ser- 
vice of this people, over whom I am placed as a spirit- 
ual watchman. I will especially gulird against worldly 
cares and anxieties. I will redeem time, and consider 
every hour lost which is not employed in some way to 
promote my personal holiness and my usefulness as a 
minister of Christ. I will do more and more every day 
to promote the salvation of men." 

The following was entered in a note-book, while he was 
at Philadelpliia. " Durmg my absence in attending the 
General Assembly, as I shall bo unincumbered with do- 
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mestio concerns and parochial daties, I deiermine to 
improve the time at my command in attending more par- 
ticokrlj to the state of my heart, and the eyidence of 
my piety." 

Abont five years before his death, after he had made 
arrangements which relieved him almost entirely from 
domestic cares, he says : " As I am, by a kind providence, 
in circumstances more favorable to an entire consecration 
of myself to the work of the ministry, I resolve to free 
my mind as much as possible from worldly cares, and to 
study to promote in every practicable way my own holiness 
and the spiritual interests of others, especially of the souls 
committed to my charge. I resolve to give myself more 
to prayer ; each day to present the case of some one 
before God." 

The measure of good which he accomplished, whether 
greater or less, cannot be told. Who can follow the 
waves of influence, either for good or for evil, in their 
ever-widening circles ? But that he did much in promoting 
a spirit of harmony among the people of liis charge, in 
correcting or preventing various evils, in raising the 
standard of education, in elevating the general character 
of the people, in awakening interest in the great benevo- 
lent operations of the day, and above all in bringing many 
under the controlling power of the truth, will not be called 
in question. At the time of his ordination, the church 
contained ninety-eight members ; at some periods of his 
nnnistry, before the formation of the church in the Lower 
Village, and the removal of quite a number of families 
and individuals into the several manufacturing villages 
which have grown up in the vicinity, the church contained 
over three hundred members. At the time of his death, 
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the number was two hundred and eighty^ about forty of 
those being non-residents. During his pastoral office, 
about five hundred were added to the church by pro- 
fession. 

In the course of his ministry, Mr. Parker published 
several sermons, most of them on funeral occasions. On 
tiie death of Elder John Crocker ; James Parker, Esq., 
of Bedford, N. II. ; Elder James Pinkerton ; Rev. Amasa 
A. Hayes, pastor of the church in Londonderry ; Elder 
Samuel Bumham, his early preceptor ; Miss N. M. Clark, 
who was to have accompanied the late Rev. A. K. Hins- 
dale, as a missionary to Mosul ; Rev. Calvin Cutler, pastor 
of tiie church in Windham, N. H. He also published a 
'^ Century Sermon," commemorating the settlement of 
liondonderry, delivered April 22, 1819; a sermon at 
the ordination of Rev. Abijah Cross, over the first Con- 
gregational church in Salisbury, N. It. ; also two sermons 
on the Supreme Divinity of Christ, in 1827. These two 
discourses were considered an able defence of the truth 
they were designed to establish. Tho Century Sonnon 
may be considered as the germ of the History of Lon- 
donderry. It awakened much interest at tho time, in 
regard to the early settlement of the town, and the edi- 
tion then published was soon exhausted. Application 
being made to the author from time to time for copies of 
this sermon, which he was unable to supply, he was fre- 
quently urged to prepare a more full account of the early 
settlement and subsequent history of the town. But he 
felt that his ministerial duties were paramount to all others, 
and that he could not comply with such a request without 
interfering with his obligations to his parish. Nothing 
therefore was done towards the preparation of the work 
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till four or fire yean since, when he had made such 
rangementB in regard to hia domestio and seoolar aSitra 
as to allow him more time for such a purpose. And e^en 
when he commenced the work, it was with the full purpose 
that it should not diminish the amount of his ministerial 
labors. If he ever departed from this purpose, it was 
only during the few last months of his life, when he evi- 
dently began to feel, that what he did must be done 
quickly. • 

Mr. Parker was a man of strong and vigorous consti- 
tution, which he retained in an unusual degree till neariy 
the close of his life. He was rarely subject to sickness 
or disease of any kind. For the first thirty-ax years of 
his ministry, he was absent from tlie pulpit only seven 
Sabbaths on account of ill health. About four years 
since, he experienced the first symptoms of tho disease 
which finally terminated his life. It was a pain in the 
region of the heart, at first causing but little anxiety, and 
at no time affecting his general healtli, or his ability to 
devote himself to the ordinary duties of his oftice. Any 
unusual physical exertion, however, gave him consider- 
able pain. On consulting physicians in regard to the 
nature of the difficulty, it was pronounced a disease of 
the heart, technically called angina peolorU, There was 
no oooasion to apprehend any imu^ediate danger from the 
disease, particularly as his health, during the last six 
months before bis death, was generally good ; still, be was 
evidently convinced that his life was precarious, and 
might at any time terminate suddenly. But he had no 
fear, in view of such an event ; he spoke of it from time 
to time, to somo members of his family, with perfect com- 
posure, Iqdeed, h© wa9 oever more ch^^rful, and even 
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playful, than during the few last months of his life. The 
last time his daughter visited him, he conversed freely 
with her respecting some plans he wished to have adopted 
in case of his death. In a letter to her, a few weeks 
before he died, he says : ^' I hope I can truly say, I do 
not feel so much concern as to my health and life on my 
own account, as on that of your mother, and my dear 
family and people, for whose good I may yet be in some 
measure instrumental. We are truly happy when we 
can say : * Not my will but thine be done.* ** 

On the Sabbath, July 14, 1850, he exchanged with the 
Rev. Mr. Day, pastor of the church in the Lower Village.. 
In an obituary notice of Mr. Parker, Rev. Mr. Day says 
of his aflcmoon discourse on that day : " Ho preached 
his last sermon from the words of the prophet : ^ The soul 
that sinneth it shall die.' There seemed to be an univer- 
sal conviction on the part of all who heard him, that it 
was one of the most solemn discourses he ever preached. 
His appeals at the close were heart searching, and seemed 
to prognosticate his own approaching dissolution." At 
the close of the second service, be returned home. Later 
in the afternoon, he went to attend a third service at one 
of the school-houses in a distant part of the town. He 
preached with his usual earnestness on such occasions, 
and at the close of the meeting started to return. When 
he had gone about one half of the distance, and was a 
mile and a half from his home, his horse stumbled and 
fell. He ran back a few rods to Mr. Clark's, the nearest 
house, to call assistance. Undoubtedly feeling pain from 
the eflfort already made, and conscious of the danger to 
which he was exposed by over-exertion, he told Mr. 
Clark that he must return slowly, and would then aid 
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Um in attending to the horse. On returning to his 
earriagey and wliile stoojnng over his horsOi dther to 
prevent him from rising suddenly, or to loosen some of 
the harness, Mr. Clark heard iiim groan, and saw him 
in the act of falling forward. lie immediately cang^t 
him in his arms, when he expired without a strug- 
gle, not breathing more than once afterwards. Thus 
ended the days of this faithful minister of the gospel. 
It was a fitting time to die, — in the midst of his labors, 
— - on the Sabbath, after its duties were all performed,-— 
and at the going down of the sun. Appropriately did (me 
of his parishioners remark : *' lie served his Master fiuth- 
fully all day, and went home to rest at night." It would 
have been gratifying to his friends could they have stood 
beside him as he breathed out his life, and received 
from him his last messages and parting blesung. But 
^' what God appoints, is best." They know how he had 
lived, and they know what would have been tlie bunlcn 
of his message to tliem and to the people of his charge, 
could he have spoken to them as ho was entering anotiier 
world. His remains, sustained in the arms of his young- 
est son, were borne home to his stricken family, who, 
while they mourned the loss of an endeared husband and 
&ther, bowed with becoming resignation to him who had 
afilictcd them. 

His death occurred at so late an hour that it was not 
generally known that evening. But when, in the early 
morning, the long-protracted tolling of the bell announced 
that some unusual calamity had occurred ; and when the 
word flew from house to house that their |iastor had fallen 
dead in the street, the effect was overwhelming. More 
than twelve hundred of his flock had gone down to the 
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grave since he had dwelt among them; and now the 
pastor who had so often been in the midst of death^ and 
seemed almost exempt from its power, had passed through 
the dark vaUej. The deepest grief pervaded the whole 
parish. Everj one whom you met was subdued and 
solemn. Strong men turned aside from their labors, 
and sat in silence through the day ; and some of the 
children in the schools were inconsolable with grief. 

Ilis funeral was attended on the following Wednesday, 
by a very largo assembly. His own parishioners, people 
from all parts of the town, and from adjacent towns, and 
an unusually large number of clergymen, came together 
to pay their last tribute of respect to their deceased 
pastor and friend. It was a pleasant summer day, but 
all liearts were smitten with grief. After prayer at his 
late residence, by llev. Mr. Eels of Ncwburyport, his 
remains were conveyed to the church, and in the entrance- 
hall, an opportunity was given to the assembly, as they 
successively entered the house, to take a last look of the 
deceased. It was a long time before this sad ceremony 
was concluded, each seeming reluctant to turn away from 
the countenance upon which they could never look again. 
The house was draped with mourning, and was filled in 
all parts. The services, which were of a very solemn 
and appropriate character, were performed by the Rev. 
Mr. Day, of Derry, Rev. Mr. Thayer, of Windham, Rev. 
Mr. Willcy, of GofTstown, and Rev. Mr. Brainerd of 
liondondcrry. The deepest feeling was manifested by 
the audience, and many were bathed in tears. After 
these exercises, the whole congregation followed the 
remains to the grave, where they now rest with those of 
all the pastors who had preceded him in that church. 

B 
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At the grave, was sung the banal hymn of Watts : '* Un- 
veil thj bosomy faithful tomb/' and then the monnung 
crowd withdrew to meet that respected and revered 
pastor no more till the morning of the resurrection. In 
the afternoon of the Subbatli following, a higlily appro- 
priate sermon was preached by Ilov. Dr. Wliiton, of An- 
trim, the early and intimate friend of Mr. Parker, from 
Psalm 116: 15, " Precious in tlie sight of the Lord is 
the death of his saints." On this occasion, also, as well 
as at his funeral, tlie assembly was very large ; every 
part of the house, including the aisles and entries, was 
filled. The services of the ^ev. Mr. Day's society, a 
large part of whom had belonged to Mr. Parker's paridi, 
were suspended, and pastor and people came to mingle 
their sympathies and to worship with tiiat flock which 
was now left as sheep without a shepherd. 

The following is an extract from Dr. Whiton's sermon 
oa tliat occasion : ^^ An intimacy of uioro than forty 
years with your departed pastor, drawn tlio closer by 
parity of age, by an almost coutoiniioraueoiis entrance 
into the ministry, and by frequent association in presby- 
terial and ecclesiastical duties, has not only left on my 
mind a deep impression of his piety and worth, but enables 
me to speak with a degree of confidence on the leading 
traits of his character. 

^^ Tliat he, or any other mere man, was faultless, it 
were foolish and even wicked to pretend. lie saw and 
felt in himself the evil and demerit of sin, and fled for 
refuge to the blood of Christ. He ever appeared to 
walk, in a happy degree humbly with God, looking for 
salvation as the free, unmerited gift of mercy to the ill- 
deserving, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Next to his 
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pietj comes his prudence ; not the timid prudence that 
shrinks from duty, but the prudence that scrupulously 
shuns just occasions of oflence. In sound practical wisdom 
he excelled most others ; not making little tlungs great, 
nor great tilings little, but estimating them according to 
their relative importance. This trait made him a safe, 
reliable counsellor, in cases the most perplexed. Even- 
ness and stabilitj of feeling, consistency of conduct with 
principle, strongly marked his character. In point of 
industry and diligence, he was certainly preeminent, 
there being few men who had accomplished an equal 
amount of ministerial labor. This unremitting diligence 
made him familiar with his people, includmg the children 
of his parish, and was one of the means by which he 
preserved them in harmony and peace. Of his method 
and correctness, the records of the Londonderry presby- 
tery, kept by his hand for about thirty years, will remain 
a lasting memorial. Integrity marked all his trans- 
actions ; he was a man to be trusted. That crowning 
excellence, love of the religion of God, made him willing 
to spend and be spent in the service of Christ, in a con- 
tinuous course of effort for the salvation of souls. His 
investigations of Christian doctrines and duties were 
patient; the subjects which passed thi*ough his hands 
were well weighed and lucidly presented to others. 

'^ lie is gone ! ' Qod took him ' at the time and in the 
manner unerring wisdom saw best. Looking at our loss, 
we may well exclaim, * Alas, my brother ! ' * My father, 
my father, the chariot of Israel and the horsemen 
thereof! ' Of the circumstances of his death, so sudden, 
surprising, aifecting, it were needless to speak to those 
who know the detsuls better than myself. The summons 
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found our brother where a Christian would wish to be 
found, at the poet of dutj, intent on ius Master's work. 
To Ynnkf the close of his last earthly Sabbath was, we 
donbt not, the beginning of a Sabbath, heavenly and 
eternal. Probably not a minister could have fallen in 
New Hampshire, whose death would have called forth 
a larger tribute of regrets and tears ! 

^* You, the people of his charge, are witnesses how 
hoUIy and justly, and unblamably he walked among you ; 
ff0ur$dv€9 are his letter of commendation, known and 
read of all men. Full well you know, that not often 
occurs a ministry attended with equal harmony and con- 
fidence, and honored with an equal number of seals of 
the divine approbation. Both yourselves and your 
children will cherish his name with long and affectionate 
remembrance." 

The following notices of lilr. Parker, which appeared 
in the weekly journals, though involving some repetition, 
are hero inserted, as evidences of Uio estimate which 
others formed of his character and ministry ; they will 
also show that the filial interest of the writer has not 
led him to draw this brief sketch with too partial a hand. 

" Mr. Parker," says the Rev. Mr. Day, " is one of 
the brightest examples of ministerial fidelity which can 
be found in our State or New England. As a preacher, 
he was clear, close, and doctrinal. lie well understood 
the wants and sympathies of tiio common miiul, and never 
fiiiled to furnish instruction. As a pastor ho excelled. 
Uo was never weary in going from house to house, to 
inquire for the temporal and spiritual welfare of his 
people. He was peculiarly happy at tiic bedside of the 
ack, and with the mourner. Ue was deeply interested 
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in the young, and gave to them no small part of his 
energies. He well know what stations they were to 
occupy in society, and how very soon they would be the 
leading members of his parish. He kept lus eye on the 
Sabbath and common schools, and was sure to let every 
child know that he was interested in him. He has gone 
down to his grave like a shock of com fully ripe, deeply 
lamented by his people, and the churches at large, 
lie died as periiaps he might have wished to die, had he 
designated ]iis own time and circumstances. He was in 
the work, with the harness on. His life might be written 
in the emphatic words of the apostle, and would furnish 
a most appropriate epitaph for his tombstone: ^^Not 
slothful in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.'' 

" Mr. Parker," observes a correspondent of the Con- 
grcgationalist, ^^was remarkable for lus knowledge of 
human nature, and for his true Christian courtesy, •— 
an example of purity and consistency in lus life ; ever 
laborious and faithful as a preacher and a pastor, he 
retained not only his post of duty, but what was more, 
Uie confidence and affection of his people. He died in 
the midst of his labors, and though loss known than the 
great Scotch divine, will, like him, wherever known, 
be remembered and loved." 

The following is from the Congregational Journal of 
January, 1851 : " Soon after Mr. Parker graduated^ he 
became tibe pastor of the Presbyterian church in Derry, 
then a part of Londonderry, which was m a condition 
far from promising and inviting ; but under his wise 
counsels, his unremitting labors, his self-possessed spirit, 
and admitted moral worth, attained to be one of the best- 
ordered, the most harmonious and flourishing in the 
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Stite. With very respectable powers of mind, and 
sermons always full of the marrow of the gospeli instruc- 
tive and cheering, if not the most deeply stadied or 
eloquently delivered, still, the grand secret of his success 
was in his $tfitem and windom. He lived and acted by 
a plan, from which he never deviated, and carried it out 
to the last hour of his life. Not that he was obstinate, 
self-opinionated, or incapable of seeing and appreciating 
improvements; but he alvrays made his changes by 
system and rule. He was always active, but never in a 
hurry ; never tired, but always working. He was always 
at home, and yet in every nook of his parish ; he seemed 
to make no effort to do it, yet, strictly and truly speak- 
ing, he could call every child in his largo parish by name. 
Not that he did this from a certam passion or affectation ; 
all was subservient to the great end of the pastoral office, 
that he might ^ save himself, and those that heard him.' 
Then, too, he was always judicious and wise. He never, 
so fiEur as we know, made a false step or took an unten- 
able position. Naturally passionate, he was always cool 
and self-possessed ; encountering, once or twice, organ- 
iied and formidable opposition on account of tiie doctrines 
he preached, he vanquished it by forbearance and kind- 
ness, without the sacrifice of principle, and converted his 
bitterest enemies into his firmest friends. Rarely has 
any man done so few ii^judicious and unwise things ; as 
rarely has any man uttered so few injudicious, idle, or 
injurious words. He was a model pastor, and his name will 
long be held in affectionate and respectful remembrance." 
With much truth has it been said, by one of our most 
distinguished statesmen,* that ^^ the noblest contribution 

• ^OIl. Robert C. Wintbrop. 
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which any man can make for the benefit <^ posteritj, is 
that of a good character. The richest bequest which anj 
man can leave to the youth of his native land, is that of 
a shinmg, spotless example/' Such a legacy, emphati- 
cally, has the subject of tlus memoir left to his family and 
friends, to the people of his late charge, to the youth 
among whom he labored, to his brethren in tiie ministry, 
and to all who knew him. 



HISTORY OF LONDONDERRY. 



CHAPTER I. 



CbARACTBR of THB FURITAN8 — BMIORATIONS FROM SCOTLAHD 
TO IRBLARD— HOSTILITY OF THB NATITB IRISH — INYASIOR OF 
IRRLAND BY JAMBS TUB FIRST — UVSUCCBSAFOL ATTBMPT TO 
TAKB rOSSBSSION OF LOHDORDBRRY — CRDBLTY ARD FBRFIDT 
OF THB PAPISTS — SIBOB OF LORDORDBRRY. 

To oommemorate those scenes ancl eyeiits in which our 
ancestors participated, and in which wo ourselves are inter- 
ested, is a dutj, not onlj approved bj reason, but enforced 
bj divine authority. ^ Remember the days of old, consider 
the years of many generations ; ask thy Father, and he will 
show thee ; thy elders, and they will tcU thee." Many are 
the lessons of wisdom to be derived from a careful review of 
ages past 

To perpetuate the remembrance of important events, and 
impress a recollection of them upon the minds of succeeding 
generations, a variety of measures have been adopted. Pil- 
lars and monuments have been erected, and inscribed with 
appropriate records. Temples have been built, and festivals 
established, to commemorate noble achievements, and impor- 
tant revolutions. The annual feast of the Passover was a 
divine appointment, that the Israelites might not forget their 
deliverance from Egypt The anniversary of the Declara- 
tion of our Independence is regularly observed by all Arner^ 
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icsn pAtriots. Manj of the boos of New Englaud anoiudl/ 
repair to the shores where their fathers first hmded, and, b/ 
appropriate services, perpetuate the remembnuice of the 
character and tlie deeds of tliose Pilgrims, who Liid the 
foundation of our civil and religious inslitutioos. 

Few, then, will doubt the prupriety of recalling events 
which in their results aflcct posterity. Scenes in which our 
fathers or more remote ancestors were concerned, although 
they may be unattended by important consequences, have for 
us a special and peculiar interest 

In reviewing the history of Londonderry, from its early 
settlement to the present time, it is not proposed to give a 
mere narrative of events, but to bring into view those princi- 
ples and institutions, connected with these events, to which 
the welfare of a community may be ascribed. 

Before entering upon a detailed account of the emigration 
and settlement of the colony which planted themselves in Loo- 
dpnderry, in the year 1719, it may be useful to advert briefly 
to some of the circumstances and occurrences in tlio father- 
land, whidi constituted the great and leading ciuise of most 
of the New Englaud settlements. And it will clearly a|>pear, 
that it was religious principle which brought our fathers to 
this land ; that it was for conscience' sake they led tlieir 
country and their homes, and ^ sought a faith's pure shrine" 
upon our bleak and inhospitable shores. 

Although, upon the Reformation, Protestantism early 
became the established religion in England, still, conformity 
in sentiment and modes of worship, as prescribed by the 
Episcopal Church, was enforced with such extreme rigor, 
that a voluntary exile seemed to many the most eligible mode 
of escaping from the penalties of non-compliance. The 
accession of Elizabeth had, it is true, quenched tlie fires 
of Smithfield, which had raged so violently in the days of 
Mary, and her long reign had established the lieformation. 
^ But toleration," it has been justly remarked, ^ was a virtue 
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bcjond her conception, and beyond her age. She left no 
example of it to her successor, James the First, and it was 
not to be expected tliat a sentiment so wise or so liberal 
should originate with him." 

During the reigns of Elizabeth and James the First, various 
acts of Parliament were passed, regulating the religious affairs 
of the kingdom, and requiring, under certain penalties, that all 
should adopt the established religion, in its articles of faith and 
moilc.^ of worship. Tiiese acts excited the strong and deter- 
mined resistance of large numbers of all ranks, both in Soot- 
land and England, who fearlessly withstood this encroachment 
upon their rights, demanding greater simplicity and purity of 
worship than that allowed by the Church of England. Hence 
they were called, by way of reproach, Puritans. As their 
sufferings under these oppressive acts tended to deter all, 
except the conscientious and sincere friends of Christ and of 
tlie purer worship, from uniting with them, the term, though 
otherwise intended, was adopted by them as significant of the 
superior purity of their religion and of their lives. 

Indebted us we are to them for much that distingubhes 
us, and misrepresented or misunderstood as their true 
character has oflen been, a brief sketch of their more prom- 
inent traits and characteristics, as drawn by that accom- 
plished critic and historian, Macaulay, may not bo out of 
place. As he is a native of the country from which our 
fathers came, and a member of the Established Church, his 
views may be relied upon as just and impartial. ^ We would 
speak," says he, ^ of the Puritans as the most remarkable 
body of men which the world has ever produced. The 
odious parts of their character lie on the surface. Nor have 
there been wanting malicious observers to point them out 
For many years afler the Restoration, they were the theme of 
unmeasured invective and derision. Most of their absurd- 
ities were external badges, like the signs of free masonry, or 
the dresses of friars. We regret that these badges were not 
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more attractive. But the Puritans were meiiy whose ninds 
had derived a peculiar character from the dail/ oontcmplatioii 
of superior heings and external interests." 

<< Not content with acknowledging in general an overmfing 
providence, thej habitually ascribed every event to the will 
of that Great Being, for whose power nothing was too vas!, 
for whose inspection nothing was too minute. To know him, 
to serve him, to enjoy him, was with them the great end of 
human existence. They rejected with contempt the cere- 
monious homage, which other sects substituted for the pure 
worship of the soul. Instead of catching occasional glimpsea 
of the Deity through an obscuring veil, they aspired to gaie 
full on tlie intolerable brightness, and to commune with him 
face to face" 

** Hence origiimted their contempt for terrestrial distinctions. 
They recognized no title to superiority but the divine fisvor; 
and, confident of that favor, they despised all the accomplish- 
ments and all the dignities of the worid. If they were unac- 
quainted with the works of philosophers and poets, they were 
deeply read in the oracles of God. On the rich and eloquent, 
on nobles and priests, they looked down with contempt ; for 
they esteemed themselves rich in a more precious treasure^ 
and eloquent in a more sublime language, — nobles by right of 
an earlier creation, and priests by the imposition of a mightier 
hand. Those had little reason to laugh at them, who encoun- 
tered them in the hall of debate or in tbe field of battle." 

** These men brought to civil and military affairs a coolness 
of judgment, and an immutability of purpose, which were the 
necessary effect of their zeal. The intensity of their feelings 
on one subject made them tranquil on every other. One 
overpowering sentiment had subjected to itself pity and hatred, 
ambition and fear. Death had lost its terrors, and pleasure 
its charms. They had their smiles and their tears, their 
raptures and their sorrows, but not for the things of this worid. 
They had their minds cleared of every vulgar passion and 
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prejadice, and raised above the influence of danger and cor- 
ruption.'' 

Such were the Puritans, and such were thej made bj their 
religion. Although thej had their faults, their false logic and 
their extravagances, the effect of the age in which they 
lived, yet in the excellence of their principles, and in the 
wisdom and result of their labors, thej stand forth a nobld 
race of men, superior to the ancestors of any other nation. 

To this class belonged the settlers of Londondeny. Al- 
though the fathers of these men differed from the Plymouth 
Comfiany, with whom they were contemporary, in forms of 
church government, yet in all their views of divine truth and 
religious duty, in zeal and firmness to resist civil and ecclesi- 
astical domination, they fully harmonized with them, and 
were their fellow-sufferers, for conscience' sake. 

The emigrants who settled the town of Londonderry, were 
called the Scotch Irish, being the descendants of a colony 
which migrated from Argyleshire, in Scotland, and settled iq 
Ireland, in the province of Ulster, about the year 1612. Td 
this they were induced by the circumstance that, in the reign 
of James the First, on the suppression of a rebellion by his 
Catholic subjects, in the northern part of Ireland, two millions 
of acres of land, almost the whole of the six northern counties, 
including Londonderry, fell to the king. His Scotch and 
English subjects were encouraged, by liberal grants, to leave 
their own country and settle upon these lands ; and it was 
expected that those turbulent spirits, who had so oflen defied 
the authority and arms of the British government might, by 
this means, be awed and controlled. This will account, in some 
measure, for the enmity which was manifested by the Catho- 
lics, the native Irish, towards these Protestant settlers, who 
occupied the soil from which their countrymen had been forci-< 
bly expelled. The great Irish rebellion, which occurred thirty 
years afler, in the reign of Charles the First, had its origin 
in the animosity with which the Irish Catholics regarded the 
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ProtasUnU, and in Uie denre the/ felt to wresi from them 
tlieir potsettioni in Ireland. The plot of tliu general matsacra 
was fortunatel/ discovered in Duhliny on the daj before the 
time fixed for its execution ; but in the other parts of the 
island, and particularly in Ulster, the most cruel and wanloa 
destruction of lives and propertj ensued. According to some 
historians, no less than one hundred and fifty thousand per- 
sons perished. 

Large companies of emigrants from Scotland and England 
settled in Ireland as early as 1612 ; some years after, in the 
reign of Charles the First, they received accessions to thdr 
numbers ; but it was not until the latter part of the centuiy, 
that the McKeens, (being four brothers,) the Gargills, the 
MacGregors, and probably many other of the settlers of the 
town of Londonderry emigrated. This they did to escape the 
military and barbarous executions of Claverhoose, in the 
reign of James the Second. 

This bigoted and infatuated monarch exhibited a hatred 
to Protestantism, and a devotion to Papacy, and, during Ida 
whole reign, strove most zealously to cnulicatc the one and 
establish the other. No one of the Puritan sects was so par- 
ticularly the object of his aversion as tlie Presbyterians of 
Scotland. While he was viceroy of that kingdom, during the 
reign of his brother, he had persecuted them with an unre- 
lenting severity, which he was in nowise disposed to mitigate, 
after he had ascended the throne. Those districts in which 
the Covenanters were most numerous were overrun by bands 
of soldiers, who practised the most wanton cruelties upon all 
who fell into their hands. Among the leaders of these bands, 
the most distinguished was James Graham, of Claverlumse, — 
** a soldier," says Macaulay, ^ of distinguished courage and 
professional skill, but rapacious and profiuic, of violent temper, 
and of obdurate heart, who has left a name which, wherever 
the Scottish race is settled on the face of the globe, is men- 
tioned with a peculiar energy of hatred. To recapitulate all 
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the crimes by which this man, and men like him, goaded the 
peasantry of the Western Lowlands into madness, would be 
an endless task." 

By snch brutal persecation, in a land most dear to themf 
were the immc<liate ancestors of many of the men who settled 
the town of Jx)ndondcrry induced to flee to Il^land, and joid 
their coinitrymcn who had preceded them. Bnt| even therey 
their rc|K>se was sliort. 

Although during the time of Cromwell, und for a few years 
aHcr his decease, the Protestants were protected from the 
bitter enmity of the Irish Catholics, they were At length 
called to undergo privations and sufferings almost unparal- 
leled. Tlie pages of history can furnish but few instances of 
such undaunted bravery, unwavering firmness, and hetoid 
fortitude, as were displayed by the defenders of the city of 
Londonderry, during its memorable siege in the years 1688 
and 1G81). 

James the Second had during his reign greatly disaffected 
his English subjects, who were generally Protestants, by 
various injudicious attempts to reestablish the supremacy of 
the Church of Rome. William, Prince of Orange, a Protes- 
tant, who had married Mary, the daughter of James, was 
encouraged by many in England to attempt a revolution, and 
ascend the throne. He accordingly collected a fleet and 
army, and landed in England on the fifth day of November, 
1688. He met with no opposition, and was soon joined by 
the principal lords, with their forces. 

James, alarmed at his approach, and at the desertion of 
his subjects, escaped with his queen to France, where he was 
kindly received by Jjouis the Fourteenth, and encouraged to 
attempt the regaining of his throne. Though William was, 
with great unanimity, elected to the British throne, Ireland, 
whose inhabitants were principally of the Papal church, still 
maintained its allegiance to James. His army there re- 
mained stedfast ; and Tyrconnel, the Lord-Lieutenant, who 
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was devoted to hia interestSy was actirely engaged in raising 
and disciplining new levies of troops. 

Encouraged bj these circumstances, and rel/ing upon the 
promised aid of the king of France, James resolved to cross 
over to Ireland, and make a vigorous effort to recover his 
crown. His plan of operations was, to mardi with his combined 
armj directly to the north of Ireland, and, having subdued 
those places which offered any resistance, from thence to pass 
over to Scotland, where a considerable force of Highlanders, 
raised by Graliam of Claverhouse, were waiting with impa- 
tience his arrivaL Had not his course been intercepted by the 
bold and unexpected defence of Londonderry, he would have 
been able, strengthened by hb many adherents in Scotland, 
and by a large number in England, who still favored his 
cause, to contend perhaps successfully with William, regain 
his tlunone, reestablish Papacy, kindle anew the fires of mar- 
tyrdom, and crush the spirit of dvil and religious freedom, 
which from that renowned revolution has been strengthening 
and extending its influence over the nations. So that this 
small city, fortified, not by military and naval armaments, 
but by Protestant Christian hearts devoted to the cause of 
religious freedom, became tlie arena upon wliidi the fute of 
the liberties, not only of the west of Europe, but ultimately 
of this and other lands was to be dedded. 

As the defence of this dty was so important in its results, 
and particularly as a number of the early settlers of the town 
of Londonderry were among tiic heroic defenders of the 
place, and partook largely of tlio sufterings endured witliiu 
its walls, a brief account of it may not be uninteresting. 

The American Protestant Sodety have recently rcpub* 
lished a narrative of the siege, drawn up by Itev. Jolin 
Graliam, a lineal dcscendamt of one who was a distinguished 
actor in the scene. The sources from which Mr. Graham 
compiled his history, were the joumab of the siege as kept 
by Captain Ash and Rev. George Walker, one of the gov- 



BVBNTS PRIOR TO ITS StTTLXSlSNT. 9 

emors of tlie city, and both of them active and influential in 
its defence. It b on this history, that Charlotte Elizabeth 
founds her attractive work, entitled ** The Siege of Deny," in 
whicli the men, who then and there battled for Protestant 
freedom, and their deeds of might and long endurance, are 86 
gmphically described. And it is not undesirable that, at 
this day, when the true principle of religious toleration is 
coming to be understood and appreciated, the attention of 
tliose who arc emerging from a state of religious intolerance 
should be directed to an event, in which are displayed, iii 
striking contrast, the cruelty, perfldy, and oppression of 
Papacy, and the resolute, determined, unyielding spirit of 
Protestantism. 

Tlie city of Londonderry, is the capital of the county of 
Ixmdondcrry, in the province of Ulster. It is one hundred 
and fifty miles north-west from Dublin. It is situated on the 
river Foyle, and contains about ten thousand inhabitants. It 
was an ancient city, but, having been sacked and destroyed 
in one of the many revolutions which mark the early histotj 
of Ireland, it was rebuilt, during the reign of James thd 
First, by a company of adventurers from London, and hence 
received the name of Ijondonderry, the original name being 
Derry. About forty-five miles south of it, is the town of 
Enniskillen, the only place, with the exception of London- 
derry, which offered an effectual resistance to the arms of 
James. 

The Protest-ants in Ireland, who had generally acknowl- 
edged the Prince of Orange, being apprized that James 
intended an appeal to arms, and that Tyrconnel was raising 
new troops and issuing commissions, began to put themselves 
in a posture of defence. This they were also induced to do, 
by a report of an intended rising of the Catholics, throughout 
the Island, on Sunday, the ninth day of December, 1688, to 
massacre the Protestants, without respect to age or sex. This 
rumor WHS the more readily believed, inasmuch as it was 
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dbfleired that the Papists were supplying themselves with a 
kind of knife called a tkein, and other weapons, the priests 
Boffering no man to come to mass who did not thus arm him- 
self. Manj eye-witnesses of the horrible excesses committed 
in 1641, still survived, and everywhere the most intense 
excitement and alarm prevailed. 

On the seventh day of December, the inliabitants of Ennis- 
killen were informed by a letter that two companies of soldiers 
were on their marcli to take possesion of the town. Although 
their whole number did not exceed eighty, and they had but 
ten pounds of gunpowder, and twenty muskets, they boldly 
resolved not to admit the soldiers, and made active prepara- 
tion for defence. In a few days they received reinforcements 
of several hundred men, and on the sixteenth, they marelied 
out, met the enemy a few miles from the town, and repulsed 
them without difficulty. From this time, until James was 
driven from the Island, the Enniskilleners not only bravely 
and successfully defended their town against every attempt 
to reduce it, but by their frequent sallies did much to annoy 
and distress the enemy. 

Eariy on the morning of the seventh of December, informa- 
tion was received by the autliorities of Jjondonderry, from 
Greorge Philips, a veteran soldier, who hod been once- gov- 
ernor of the city, that a regiment of the ncwly-rui^ troo|is, 
under the command of Lord Antrim, were on tlieir way to 
the town, and the Governor and council were advised not to 
admit them within the walls. The bearer of the letter also 
told them tliat some uf the com|Miiiies hud then arrived within 
two miles of the place. This anuounccmeut produced the 
greatest alarm and confusion among all classes of the inluibit- 
ants, and the autliorities were in mucli ficrplcxity as to the 
best course to be pursued. The admission of the unwelcome 
regiment within their walls, seemed to them tantamount to a 
desertion of the cause of William and of Protestantism, and 
a delivery of themselves up to the merey of their cruel and 
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bitter enemies. But, on the other hand, it seemed a bold and 
hazardous measure, to close the gates against them, scantily 
provided, as thej then were, with the means to sustain a 
siege, and defend the dtj against the forces that might be 
brought against it. 

While thcj were in this state of doubt and uncertainty, 
two companies of the regiment appeared on the side of the 
river opposite the city, and tlicir officers immediately crossed 
over and demanded admission. The deputy Mayor, who 
was secretly a friend of James, was disposed to receive them, 
but objections were made by others. 

Some time having been spent in consultation, the soldiers 
became impatient, and, fearing that they might be excluded 
from the city, without waiting for orders, crossed the river 
and appeared on the landing-place, near the Ferry-gate. A 
few young men of the city observing this, rushed to the main 
guard, seized the keys afler a slight opposition, drew up the 
bridge and locked the gate just as the soldiers were about to 
enter. Others having come to their assistance, they imme- 
diately secured the three other gates. * 

The names of these resolute young men '< deserve,** says 
the historian, ** to be preserved in letters of gold, namely, — 
Henry Camfwic, William Crookshnnks, liobert Sherard, 
Daniel Sherard, Alexander Irwin, Jtunes Stewart, Robert 
Morrison, Alexander Coningham, Samuel Hunt, James 
Spike, John Coningham, William Caimes, and Samuel 
Harvey." 

This decisive act had the effect of confirming the inhabi- 
tants of the city, and particularly the young men, in their 
determination to defend it at all hazards. Some few were 
heard to express their disapprobation of the measure, and to 
urge the opening of the gates. But their remonstrances were 
soon silenced. 

Meanwhile, the companies who had been excluded, were 
waiting outside the gate in great wrath and indignation, and 
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thoagh repeitedlj warned to retire^ they paid no heed to the 
admonition. At length, one James Morrison cried out, with 
a loud voicei ^ Bring about a great gun here, " when they were 
seized with a panic, and recrossed the river with the utmost 
despatch. 

On the afternoon of thb daj, David Coiracs of Knockmanj, 
in the oountj of Tyrone, a gcntlemuu of high staiudiug and 
respectability, came into the city, and offered his assistance. 
He highly approved of the course which had been taken, and 
commended the Prentice Boys, as they were culled, for the 
courage and spirit which they had exhibited. His example 
was soon followed by other gentlemen from the surrounding 
country. Four days after, Mr. Caimes set out for London to 
communicate to the government an account of the course 
adopted by the citixcns of Londonderty, and of the imminent 
danger incurred by such vigorous and decisive measuresy and 
to implore immediate assbtance. 

The events of this day arc justly entitled to a conspicuous 
place in the annals of civil and religious freedom. For had 
this regiment been admitted into the city, it would liave been 
hardly possible for the inliubitoiits to n^ist the tynuit, intent 
upon regaining his throne and frustrating the revolution so 
happily begun by Williaun. 

On the next day, the citizens were relieved of the imme- 
diate presence of Lord Antrim's regiment. Some welcome 
news of the success of prince Williaia Laving tluit day been 
received in the dty, the inlmbitxuits, to testify their joy, dis- 
charged two of the largest guns u|)ou the wsdls. This luid 
the effect of striking terror into the soKHcrs upon the other 
side of the river, many of whom, being raw recruits, hod 
never before heard the disclmrge of Ciunion. About the same 
time, one George Cooke drew*up iidy or sixty boys in a line 
upon the bank of the river next the city. These, the cowards 
mistook for the advanced guard of a regiment, mid their 
alarm now being complete, they Hed with precipitation. 
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The means of defence which the city at this time possessed, 
was entirely inadequate to the emergency in which it was 
likely soon to be placed. Nearly fifly years previous to this 
time, the London companies had presented to the city at 
large number of gims for the walls, but of these, not twenty 
were now fit for service. There was in the magazine- but 
six or seven barrels of gunpowder, and ten or twelve hundred! 
muskets, of which the gt*eater part were so much out of 
repair, as to be useless. There were, in the city, and in the* 
suburbs, about six hundred men aipablc of bearing arms, tO' 
which, two days nfler, was added a reinforcement of twoor 
three hundred horse and a company of infantry, who came 
into the city and offered their assistance. <* The town," says 
Graham, '' was weak in its fortifications, the wall being less 
than nine feet thick along the face of the- ramparts, with a 
ditch, and eight bastions." 

Tyrconnel, aware of the importance of the possession of 
Londonderry, in January, 1689, sent orders to Lord Mount- 
joy and Lieutenant-Colonel Lundy, to march from. Dublin,, 
with six companies of troops, and take possession of it. The 
citizens of Londonderry having received information of this 
movement, were at first disposed to refuse admission to the 
trooim. So much confidence, however, was placed in the 
cluiracter of Lord Mountjoy, who wm generally known and 
highly esteemed, that, on liis appearance before the city, they 
entered into negotiations with him, and finally consented to 
receive him and Lundy, and two of the companies, which 
were composed of Protestants, within the walls. This, how- 
ever, was done upon the express condition that the garrison 
should consist entirely of Protestant soldiers, and that the 
citizens should retain their arms. The remaining four 
companies, about one half of the men being Papists, were 
ordered to retire to quarters, at some distance from the city. 

Lord Mountjoy, to whom George Philips, who had beea 
reinstated in the office of governor, resigned his authority,. 

2 
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did not disappoint the expectations which had been formed 
of him. He immediately gave directions for strengtiiening 
the fortifications, remounting the guns, repairing the muskets, 
and for phidng the dtj in a suitable posture for defence. 
Considerable sums of money were raised among the dtixens 
by subscription, and expended in the purdiase of ammunition 
and arms, and in such other modes as would contribute to 
the safety of the place. 

The course pursued by Lord Mountjoy being far from 
satisfactory to Tyrconnel, he was soon recalled to Dublin, 
and the chief authority devolved u|M>n Colonel Lundy, who 
was tlien in high repute as an experienced soldier and a 
zealous Protestant. 

Abotit the first of March, Tyrconnel sent an army under 
the command of General Hamilton, into Ulster, wlio, after 
several skirmishes witli armed bands of Protestants, appeared 
before the walls of Coleraine, a considerable town, about 
thirty miles north-west of Londonderry, on the twenty- 
seventli day of the same month. 

On the twelfth day of March, king Junies huidcd at Kin- 
sale, with about five thousand French troops, and imuietli- 
ately proceeded to Cork. On the twenty-fourth, he made a 
public and imposing entry into Dublin, where he remained 
until the eighth of April. 

On the twenty-first of March, very welcome supplies were 
received in Londonderry, from England, con:)isting of four 
hundred and eighty barrels of gunpowder, and arms for two 
thousand men. They were brought by Captiiin Jsuuos 
Hamilton, who was also the bearer of a considerable sum of 
money for the garrison, and of a commission fi-om king 
William to Colonel Lundy. 

When the guveniment of the city was first intrusted to 
Lundy, all had the utmost confidence in his skill and fidelity. 
But his conduct had been such as to excite in many the 
suspicion that he was secretly in the interest of James : a 
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suspicion which, as it aflcrwords appeared, was too well 
founded. But his treachery was not as yet sufficiently man- 
ifest to warrant an impeachment, and he still continued to 
hold his power, and to thwart, as far as he could with safety, 
the well-concerted plans of the Protestants. 

About the tenth of April, information was received, by 
llcv. George Walker, that the Irisli army were approaching 
Londonderry, and he immediately communicated this intelli- 
gence to Lundy. JMr. Walker wjvs lleclor of the parishes of 
Donouglnnore and l<>igal Keeroge, in the county of Tyrone, 
and, although at an advanced age, entered with true Christian 
zonl into the contest, and, girding on the sword, placed him- 
self at the head of a regiment which he had raised. Lundy 
affected to believe the news a false alarm, and took no 
measures to prevent the approach of the hostile army. On 
the thitieenth, the enemy, under General Hamilton, appeared 
u|)on the op|>osito side of the Foyle, but the river was then 
so swollen by recent rains, that they found it impossible to 
cross it at that place. Had proper antrngements been made 
to guard the passes of the river, the enemy might easily have 
been prevented from crossing it; but by the treacherous 
management of Lundy, they ivere not only suffered to cross 
it on the fiflecnth, but his own troops were unnecessarily 
exposed to be cut in pieces. 

On the fifteenth of April, Colonel Cunningham and 
Colonel llicliards sent to Lundy, informing him that they 
had arrived in Lough Foyle with two well-disciplined regi- 
ments, and desired his orders in regard to their disembar- 
kation. The perfidious governor assembled a council of war, 
but such were his representations and such his influence in 
the council, that they came to the decision that the place 
was untenable, and that it could not long withstand the forces 
with which it would soon be invested. The commanders of 
the two i*cgiments deemed it inexpedient to land them, or 
the ammunition sent by Parliament for the relief of the city. 
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Thej conseqacntlj withdrew to their shifw, and retamed 
with their regiments to England, where thej were immedi- 
ately and desen'edlj cashiered. 

Lundy continued lo exert such an influence, and to adopt 
such measures, as to induce the council, on the seventeenth 
of April, to signify that they were willing to capitulate upon 
an assurance of indemnity for their |iast resistance. King 
James had just arrived from Dublin, with about fifteen 
thousand troops, and the proposal to surrender u|xmi any 
terms was most acceptable to him, as the success of his whole 
plan of operations evidently depended ui>on hb S|>eedy pos- 
session of Londonderry. Accordingly, on the next day, he ad- 
vanced at the head of his entire army to u hill within cannon- 
shot of the city, for the purpose of nsceiviiig their submission. 

At thb crisis. Captain Murray, a brave and gallant 
country gentleman, arrived, at the head of a company of 
horse, and entered the city in spite of the efforts of Lundy to 
prevent him. Murray's ex|M)stulations and Imrangues had 
such an efTect upon the soldiers on the walls, that tlicy opened 
upon the enemy a terrible discharge of cannon tuul musketry^ 
which was continued until night, a recrcjition very different 
from that which Jmnos luid bo6u led to ux|K>ct, 

Notwitlistanding the occurrences of the day, Lundy still 
proceeded in his attempt to surrender the city. Murray, 
^ whose presence," says one, ^struck a cold dump in tho 
governor and council, but inspired tho men on tho walls 
with vigor and resolution,** announced his detcnnination, not 
only to prevent a surrender, but to suppress Lundy and his 
council. Others seconded Murray in this resolve, and all 
who were willing to unite with them, were requested to 
signify it by weimng a white cloth u|H)n their left tunn. 

Sevcnd thousands adopted the badge, and no time was lost 
in deposing the perfidious governor. ^ lie stole off*," says 
one historia;!, ^ with a load u|K>n his back, a disgraceful 
disguise, «nd suite^l to him who bore it," 
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Oil iho clay after tlio departure of Lundy, the people 
united in the choice of Rev. Grcorge Walker, and of Colonel 
Henry Baker, as joint goyemors, who undertook their 
weighty trust with the determination to defend the place, to 
whatever extremity of suifertng they might be reduced. 

The total amount of men and oflicers at this time within 
the city, was upward of seven thousand ; several regiments 
and companies which had been raised for the defence of other 
places having retired to Londonderry on the approach of 
the Irish army. Tlie number of women, children, and men 
]ncn|)able of bearing arms, was about twenty thousand, and 
it seemed improbable that their provisions would be sufitcient 
to sustain so large a number through a protracted siege. 

Another diflTiculty with which they had to contend, was the 
want of harmony between the different religious sects or de- 
nominations of I'rotcstants. So bitter were the fedings exist- 
hig between the members of the Established Church and the 
DisscnterR, between the Conformists and the Non-Conform- 
ists, that, notwithstanding the common danger, they came, on 
one or two occasions, almost to an open rupture. The clergy 
and ministers, however, pursued a course most honorable 
and judicious. They exhorted tlieir respective congregations 
to forget their distinctions, to dismiss their prejudices, and to 
unite for the defence of the Protestant religion, which was 
equally dear to all ; and, by their admonitions and example, 
they so far succeeded in reconciling these differences, that 
no serious evils resulted from them. 

The city was now invested on every side, except tliat next 
the water, by an army of twenty thousand men, under the 
command of General Richard Hamilton, a brave and skilful 
officer. The perfidy and cruelty with which James and his 
officers conducted this campaign was almost unprecedented. 
Tliey seemed to act upon the maxim, ever a favorite one 
with the Catholics, <' that no faith was to be kept with here- 
Ucs." The protections which were granted to Protestants, 

2* 
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on the ooodition of their remaining neutral, were often disre- 
garded, and those holding them were frequently robbed of 
•their estates and imprisoned. 

One or two instances, from several related by Mr. Gra- 
ham, will serve to show the character of the enemj with 
whom the Protestants had to contend. Tliere was, in Crom 
Castle, a prisoner, Brian McGuirc, who liad been a captain 
in king James's army. Lord Galmoy wished for his release, 
and sent an express to Captain Creighton, proposuig to ex- 
change for him Captain Dixy, whom they had taken prison- 
er ; pledging his honor that, if McGuire was sent to him, he 
would return Dixy without delay. McGuire was sent ; bat, 
instead of fulfilling his promise. Lord Galmoy called a coun- 
cil of war, and put Captain Dixy, and his lieutenant, Charle- 
ton, on trial for high treason, and they were condemned to 
death, promises of life and preferment being made to them, 
if they would renounce the Protestant religion, and join 
king James's army. Tlicy were both young men, but they 
firmly rejected the base offer, and wisely prefercd death to 
dishonorable life. McGuirc, who Imd been given in ex- 
diaiige for Dixy, warmly intcq>06ed in behalf of the prison- 
ers, and was so disgusted at being unable to save their lives, 
though at the expense of his own liberty, which he generous- 
ly offered to resign for them, that he resigned his commission, 
returned to Crom, and would serve king James no longer. 
Galmoy, in the mean time, deaf to every remonstrance made 
to him, caused the unfortunate young gentlemen to be hanged 
on a sign-post ; and when tlicy were dead, comuimided their 
bodies to be taken into Uie inn, had both their heads cut off*, 
and thrown out to the soldiers, who kicked tliem through the 
streets, as foot-balls. When the ruffians had suiliciently 
gratified themselves and their brutal commander by this 
barbarous sport, the heads were set up on the market-house 
of Belturbet. 

Gralmoy marched in a few days afterwards towards London- 
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deny, and passing through Tyrone, perpetrated another act 
of more tlian usual enormitj. At Omagh, he took two men, 
father and son, on pretence of their having taken up arms 
for their own defence. He first caused the son to hang his 
father, and carry his head through the streets, crying, ^ This 
is the head of a traitor,** and then the young man himself was 
hanged. 

Nor were such acts perpeti-atcd by subordinate officers 
wilhont the approbation of tlic fallen monarch. He sanc- 
tioned them, not only by woixl, but by act. A man named 
Maxwell had taken up arms to defend his house against the 
Knpparces, and for this ho was condemned to death. His 
wife, nOcr much solicitation, prevailed upon the sheriff to 
gmnt him a Rhort reprieve. Then, accompanied by four or 
five small children, she appcai*ed before the king, at Dublin, 
and on her knees presented a petition, praying his Majesty 
to pardon, or at least to reprieve, her husband. Although 
her request was seconded by many of the Irish nobility who 
were present, and were moved by I he tears of the woman and 
her children, the Btern reply of the king was, ** Woman, your 
husband s/taU dieJ* The sheriff received a rebuke for his 
humanity, and was commanded to hang the man immediately, 
which was accordingly done. 

'< This example,'' says Graham, << added a stimulus to the 
fury of the Romish soldiers against the Protestants, who 
were treated in the city, and under the immediate eye of the 
government, in the most barbarous manner. No Protestant 
could be out of his house after sunset without danger of his 
life ; several of them were assassinated ; and among them 
a poor tapster of an alehouse on the Wood Quay, who was 
thrown into the Liffey and drowned, merely as a frolic, and 
no notice whatever taken of it.** 

The following extract from the journal of Rev. Mr. 
Walker, describes the circumstances of the besieged soon 
aflcr he was appointed governor of the city. 
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''It did beget among us some disorder and oonfusioo, when 
we looked about us and saw wliat we were doing ; our enemies 
all about us, and our friends running away fruin us ; a gar- 
rison we had, composed of a number of ytoor iieofile, frigbl- 
ened from their own homes, and seemingly more fit to hide 
themselves than to face an enemy. Wlien we considered 
that we had no persons of experience in war amongst us, and 
those YCfy persons tliat were sent to assist us had so little 
confidence in the place, tliat they no sooner saw it than they 
thought fit to leave it ; tliat we liad but few hone to sally 
out with, and no forage ; no engineers to instruct us in our 
works, no fire works, not so much as a hand-grenade to 
annoy the enemy; not a gun well mounted in the wIk^ 
town ; that we had so many moutlis to feed, and not above 
ten days' provision for them, in the opinion of our former 
governors ; that every day several lefl us and gave constant 
intelligence to the enemy ; that they had so many opportuni- 
ties to divide us, and so often endeavored to do it, and betray 
the governors ; tliat they were so numerous, so jiowerful, and 
so well-a|)poiiitcd an army, that, in all human probability, wo 
could not think oui-sclvcs in less danger than the Isnielites 
at the Red Sea. When wc considered ail this, it was 
obvious enough what a dangerous undertaking we had ven- 
tured upon ; but the resolution and courage of our people, 
and the necessity we were under, and the great confidence 
and dependence among us on God Almighty, tliut He 
would take cai*e of us and preserve us, made us overlook all 
those ditFiculties.'* 

A minute narration of all that transpired within and 
around the walls of Londonderry, fiom the middle of April 
to tlie middle of June, would be tedious and unprofitable. 
It would be a mere account of cannonadings by the besiegers, 
which were promptly returned by the besieged ; of assaults 
upon the city, of sallies from it, and of conflicts around the 
walls, in which the Protestants were almost witliout excep- 
tion the victors. 
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The bomb-ehells, howevor, which were almost daily thrown 
into the city, were productive of much injury and inconve- 
nience to the besieged. Bursting as they fell, they destroyed 
many lives; many ]>ersons were wounded by them, and 
numerors buildingn were overthrown. Great care was requi- 
site to protect the gunpowder from them, which was effected 
by placing it in deep cellars and dry wells. As there were 
numerous desertions from the city, it became necessary fre- 
f|ucn(ly lo n)ovc the gunpowder, that the enemy might be 
kept in i^^innuice of the places where it was deposited. 

Mr, Walker has rchitcd two occurrences worthy of notice, 
** Ihey being so coiisidcrablc, in demonstrating that prov- 
idence which attended the defence of the town." 

There was at one time a large quantity of ammunition in 
the ccllnr of a Mw Cnnipsie, and it was thought advisable to 
i*emove it. The very next day after it was removed, a bomb 
broke into the cellar, and if the gimpowder had been there, 
the greatest destniction of life must have ensued. 

At another time, a bomb from the enemy broke into a 
cellar near the Butcher's-gate. Some |>er8ons were induced 
by curiosity to examine the cellar, to see what injury had 
been done, and thei*e they found seven men lying dead, who 
had boon secretly working at a mine, ^ and," says he, ** if it 
had not been for so miraculous a countermine, they might 
have gone on with their work and ruined us," 

By the middle of June the besieged began to suffer for 
want of provision, and were reduced to the necessity of 
salting and eating the flesh of the horses that were killed in 
the various skirmishes about the city. They obtained a tem- 
porary Rupply by digging up collars and other places, where 
they found considerable quantities of meal and other provis- 
ion, which had boon buried by those who had died or left the 
city. But they had the prospect of famine before their eyes, 
if they continued the defence, unless speedy relief should be 
sent them. 
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In addilioo to this, sickneu anddUcasc became Tcrf prev- 
alent, owing to their dcRte confineuiciil, ainl tlie frarciijr cif 
pore water. l\j the concussion of tlie grouuclycauiuJ by the 
bursting of the slielLi, the wuti:r in UMWt uf llic wdb bccwno 
io mwldy and impure as to be unfit fur um:, and a mi|i|i1j of 
tliis necessary' article had to bv ulituiiictl witlmul the nalU, 
with great difliculty and iicril. 

On the thirtecnih of June, the hu|M!S of the brave dvftnid- 
en of Londonderry were nuich i-uisctl, by the sight of a Ik-ci 
of thirty sail, in Ixiugh Foylc. It was from Knghuid, scul 
for the relief of the city, under the oomniand of Maijot- 
General Kirke, and brought a reinforcement of five tluHisaud 
men and a supply of provision. The besieged expressed 
their joy by the firing of cannon, and uUiO uuule siguaU of 
distress ; but Kirke, deterred by the batteries erected on cadi 
side of the river, made no attempt to send relief into the dty, 
and sailed out of the luu-bor, to the great dismay of the dis- 
tressed garrison. 

General Kirke has been much and deservedly censured 
for his conduct on this occasion. The boom which wais 
nflerwanls thrown across the river, hud nut ut that time Imh'U 
coniplelcfl, and Inul he nut luiai wanting in i*nerj;y and 
humaujity, iio could, without nnicli diiliculty or ihuiger, have 
relieved the city. The first ap|)eamnce of the ileet in the 
river produced a visible consternation in the camp of the 
besiegers. Many were observed to strike their tents, mid to 
moke preparations for a s|»eedy ilight, and it is probable tluit 
if Kirke hud but remained in the river until the next morn- 
ing, the enemy would before that time have decani|ietL 
General Kirke, on leaving the Foyle, suiletl round into 
Lough Swilly, and fortiHcd the inland of Inch, whidi he 
considered u fuvomble iKisition for holding cominuuicntioti 
with Enni&killcn and Ix»ndonderry. 

On the eighteenth day of June, Gcncnil Courud de liosen, 
a Frenchman, of much military ;rkill, but linughty, uiiscrupu- 
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lous, and cruel, appeared before the dtj with a reinforce- 
ment of fifteen hundred men, and took tlic command of the 
besieging army. He expressed extreme contempt for the 
walls and other defences of the city, and swore that he could 
make his men bring them to him stone bj stone. 

Notwithstanding the discouraging circumstances in whicli 
thcj were now placed, the men of Londonderry did not 
waver in their determination to defend the city to the last 
extremity. Though they had suffered much, and must 
probably endure still more severe trials, they were well 
awnrc that the surrender of their strong-hold, would be the 
abandonment of Protestantism in Ireland ; and trusting that 
that Providence which had protected them thus far would 
continue to watch over them, they, on the very day of De 
K<)scn's arrivnl, issued the onler that no man, on pain of 
deathy shouid sj}eak of surrendering the city* 

De Uosen, the French commander, despairing of being 
able to reduce the garrison by other means, at length had 
recourse to an expedient unparalleled in atrocity. On the 
thirtieth of June, he sent into Londonderry a declaration 
that, unless they would surrender, before the evening of 
that day, he would drive all the Protestants from the sur- 
rounding country, men, women, and children, protected and 
unprotected, under the walls of the city ; and, if the gar- 
rison would not then surrender, he would put them all to 
the sword. This threat being received with contempt and 
indignation, on the next day Rosen issued his barbarous 
and cruel orders ; and his inhuman purpose, revolting to 
most of his own officers, was rigorously executed. ''The 
Irish officers employed in this melancholy service," says Mr. 
Graham, "executetl these ordera with teai-s in their eyes, 
and many of them declared that the cries of these victims 
of cruelty, seemed to ring in their ears ever afterwards. 
General Hamilton was so shocked at the sight, that, in 
defiance of Rosen, his commanding officer, he ordered meal 
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and other provision to be distribated among the wretdied 
groopSy as ihej passed tlirough Uie Irish camp." 

The besieged took no pains to conceal the rage which this 
inhuman proceeding excited. Tlicj immcdiatdj erected a 
gallows upon the walls, and threatened tluit they would 
hang all their prisoners, unless their distressed friends and 
countrymen were suffered to depart. The barbarity of 
Rosen, so far from liaving the effect intended, only strength- 
ened the garrison in tlieir resolves to continue the defence 
of the city; and even the suffering crowds around the city, 
besought their friends uix>n the walls to leave tlieiu to 
perish, rather tlum to surrender to so merciless a foe. 

A letter from Jaunes, reproliending the course he had 
pursued, the sight of the gallows erected on Uie walls for 
the execution of the Irish prisoners, and the general feeling 
of abhorrence excited, as well in his own army as through- 
out the whole country, induced Rosen, on tlie fourth of July, 
to suffer the afflicted multitude, amounting to more tlum four 
thousand, to return to their homes. Hundreds, however, 
had died around the walls; other lumdretls dietl on their 
journey back ; and of tho:ie who sucecctlcd in reaching their 
fonucr places of tdxHle, largo nuuil>crs, liiiding their houses 
plundered or destroyed, perished for want of the necessaries 
of life. 

During the month of July, the most extreme distress was 
felt from the scarcity of provisions. Many died from starva- 
tion, and the garrison were re<liiccd to the vilest and most 
unwholesome food. Ilorsellcsli, cats, dogtt, rats, mid salted 
hides wero eaten. Tidlow, which they humorously called 
French butter^ was mixed with meul, ginger, |)ep|)er, and 
anise-seeds, and in this way, what they consideretl exoellent 
pancakes wero made. Towanls the latter jKirt of the month, 
a quantity of starch was discovei*cd in one of the storohouses. 
Tliis, mixed with tallow, was found to be not only a valuable 
article of food, but a remedy for the dysentery, which at that 
time prevailed. 
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The following is a list of the market prices of some of the 
principal articles of food : — 

A quarter of a dog, five shillings and sixpence. 

A dog's head, two shillings and sixpence. 

Horseflesh, per pound, one shilling and eightpence. 

A eat., four shillings and sixpence. 

A rat, one shilling. 

A mouse, sixpence. 

A ]K)und of tfillow, four shillings. 

A |K)und of snltfMl hides, one shilling. 

A quart of horscblood, one shilling. 

A handful of seawreck, twopence. 

So severe was the famine, that some expected to be com- 
pelled to eat the bodies of the dead ; and it is related, that 
one very corpulent man, imagining that some of the hungry 
soldiers regsirdcd his body with a greedy eye, carefully con- 
cealed himself for several days. 

On the twenty-seventh of July* the city had come to an 
extremity from famine and disease which might well cause 
the most sanguine to despond. The garrison was reduced 
to four thousand four hundred and fifty-six men. There was 
not in the city two days' supply of food of any kind, and a 
strong boom thrown across the river, and the batteries 
on the banks, left but little hope of relief from the fleet. 
Deliverance, however, was at hand. 

Mr. Graham thus relates the occurrences of the twenty- 
eighth of July : — 

" Immediately after divine service, the ships in the Lough 
were seen to approach the distressed city, now in the last 
extremity to which famine and disease could reduce it The 
defenders of the city discharged eight pieces of cannon from 
the steeple of the cathedral, and slowly waved their crimson 
flag, to signify the extremity of their distress. With a fair 
wind and a favorable tide to facilitate the approach of the 
relief before their eyes, mow or never was the simultaneous 

3 
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cry of tho feeble and emaciated multitude on the wall*. 
The ships approadiing were the Mountjoj, of Londondcriy, 
Ca|)tain Micali Browning, commander, and tho Phcnix^ of 
Colcraine, Captain Andrew Douglass, muster. They were 
both laden with provisions, and were convoyed by the Dart- 
mouth frigate, commanded by Captain Leake. Tlie enemy 
fired incessantly on the shi|)S from the fort of Culmore, and 
from both sides of the river, as they sailed up, and ilie returns 
were made with the greatest bravery and eflect. They 
passed the fort without sustaining any material injury, and 
the expectation of the besieged rose into transjwrts of joy, 
wliidi were almost instantaneously succeeded by des|iair, 
when the Mount joy, repelled by the boom, was run agitHind, 
and tho enemy, who had crowded in multitudes to the water* 
side, raised a loud huzza, as they launched their bouts to 
board her. The terror which prevailed in the city at this 
moment, is not to be described. The multitudes on the wall 
stood petrified in the silent agony of grief, too great for utter- 
ance ; a fault and shrill cry from a few women and children 
alone broke the dreadful silence, as it added to the liorrors 
of the scene. The ]>aliid indications of fear suddenly dis« 
appealing, were succeeded by a darkness of color, like that 
which marks the countenance seen by the light of sul- 
phureous flames. All features gathered blackness, and the 
general despondency was at its greatest height, when the 
Mountjoy fired a broadside at the enemy, ixibounded from 
the shore, and the reaction of the vessel, aided by the sudden 
swell of the risuig tide, floated her again into the deep water 
in the channel. Captain Douglass, of the Phenix, was at 
this time warmly engaged as he jMissed up, on the breaking 
of the boom by the gallmit Browning, who, while his vessel 
lay aground, was killed by a musket-ball from the enemy, 
which struck him upon the head, us he stood u|>on the dock 
with his sword drawn, encouraging his men to the contest. 
King William afterwards settled a pension upon the widow 
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of this gallant man, and, in the presence of the court, placed 
a gold chain about her neck. Four of Browning's gallant 
crew shared his fate, just as the vessel got afloat; and then 
the Dartmouth opened a heavy and well-directed fire upon 
the enemy's batteries, diverting them so from both vessels, 
that^ amid»t a desponding yell fi'om the crowds on each 
side of the river, they sailed up slowly, indeed, by reason of 
a failure in the wind after they had passed Culmore, but 
steadily and nisijostically, to the utter confusion of their 
ballled enemies. It was ten o'clock in the night when 
they anchored in the ship-quay, upon which a general shout 
of acclamation was raised by the soldiers on the walls, and 
reiterated .scvenil times, while two guns were fired from the 
steeple, to give notice to the fleet of the safe arrival of the 
relief." 

<' The Phenix contained from six to eight hundred bolls 
of nicnl, with wliicli she had been laden in Scotland, and the 
Mountjoy, carrying one hundred and thirty-five tons burden, 
brought from England her cargo of beef, pease, fiour, biscuit, 
etc, all of the best kind. This relief,*' says Walker, " arrived 
here to the inexpressible joy and transiwrt of our distressed 
garrison, for we only reckoned upon two days' life. We had 
nine lean horses left, and one pint of meal to each man. 
Hunger and fatigue of war, had so prevailed among us, that 
of seven thousand five hundred men regimented at the com- 
mencement of the siege, we had now alive but about four 
thousand three hundred, of whom at least one fourth part 
were rendered unserviceable I" 

•* In the course of this night, the Irish army ran away from 
the position which they had occupied before Londonderry for 
one hundred and five days, having lost eight or nine thousand 
men and one hundred of their best ofilcers, in their abortive 
attempt to reduce the city." 

It was deemed important to connect with the history of 
the town of Ix)ndonderry, a concise sketch of this memorable 
siege, for two reasons. 
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In the fint place, as lias been already remarked, the 
defence of Londonderry, by arresting and {laralyung the 
efforts of James, contributed hirgcly to his uhimate over- 
throw, and to the establishment of a revolution so important 
not only to the British nation, but to the world. For not- 
withstanding James, during the summer of 1 GDO, received 
reinforcements of men, and supplies of arms and ammuni- 
tion, from France, yet he was soon aAcr defesUed by the 
Protestant forces, commsuided by king Williuin in |>cr3on, in 
an engagement on the banks of the river lioyne. The next 
year his army was again completely routed at Aghrim, and 
the capitulation of Limerick, liis last strong-hold in Ireland, 
which soon followed, put an end to all his hopes of recover- 
ing his crown. 

Is the battle of Bunker Hill, in its connection with the 
results of the stand there made m the cause of freedom, so 
important, as to justify the erection of a splendid monument 
lo tell the story to future ages? The protracted siege of 
this little city, when its consequences are duly considered, 
will appear entitled to quite as conspicuous a place in the 
annals of freedom. And yet, imjiortunt as it was, few 
comparatively, of the descendants of the brave defenders of 
the place, in this country, are familiar with the history of 
that event, upon which was suspended the rich inheritance 
they have received from their fathers, and which they are 
to transmit to future generations. 

In the second place, a shoit account of this inemonible 
siege seemed to bo necessary, as it serves to display the 
character of the fii-st settlers of the town of lx>ndonderry, 
most of whom were of the number of those who, on tliat 
occsision, fought so bnively, bled so freely, and endureil so 
heroically, for their religion. Such tried spiiits, such lovers 
of Christian liberty, were well prepared to encounter the 
liardships and endure the trials of forming a new settlement, 
and to lay the foundations of a community, which lu^s been 
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distinguished for its intelligence, its steadfast adherence to 
the great truths and institutions of religion, and its pros- 
perity. 

So important did the king and Parliament consider the 
defence of this city, and so highly did they appreciate the 
valor, the endurance, and the worth of its defenders, that, in 
addition to the hestowment of certain grants, an act was 
passed, exempting from taxation, throughout the British 
dominion?, all who had liomc arms in the city during the 
siege. Of this act, those wlio settled in the town of Lon- 
donderry availed themselves, until the American Revolution. 
The lands occupied hy such individuals were known and 
designated as the Exempt Farnu. They can now be pointed 
out by some of the older inhabitants. 

These considerations, will justify the notice which has 
been taken of this event, which, as more recent revolutions 
serve to evince, was among the first and essential links in 
that great chain of providential dispensations, from which 
we derived our rich inheritance of dvil and religious bless- 
ings. 

May the review serve to revive, in the breasts of the 
present generation, descendants of tlie English Puritan, and 
Scotch Covenanter, here happily and harmoniously mingled, 
a veneration for those principles which actuated their heroio 
ancestors. 



3* 
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CHAPTER II, 

Tub immediate causes of tub bmioratiox — akkival at bostom 
— selection op a TOWMsnir — settlement or a pastor — 

INTRODUCTION OF TUB POTATO — MAMUFACTUKB OP UKEM — 

PETITION FOR A CUARTBR — TITLE TO TUB LAND OBTAINED 

ATTEMPTS TO DISPOSSKftS THE SBTTIJiRS — INCORPORATION OF TUB 
TOWN — FAIRS — ORIGIN OF TOWN ORGANIZATIONS. 

Religious toleration, to the conception and acknowledg- 
ment of which the world lias come so slowlj, is a most 
just and most wise principle. It requires tluit every man 
bo allowed the unbiased exercise of his own choice, as 
to the religious denomination, the creed, or the mode of 
worship whicli he will favor and support. Religion being 
essential to the virtue, order, and best good of the oommunitj, 
every man is really, if not legally, bound to support religious 
as well as civil institutions ; but the sect or denomination 
should be lefl to his own fi*ee choice. Rut such freedom of 
conscience was unknown in the days of our fathers. 

In England even, notwitlistunding the light and influence 
of the Reformation, various laws were passed, enjoining 
uniformity, not only in sentiment, but in forms of religions 
worship, subjecting all who refused compliance to severe 
penalties ; so that, on one occasion, the ever-menionible Bar- 
tholomew's day, A. D. 1 6G2, two thousand pious imd devoted 
ministers, among whom were Henry, Baxter, How, and 
Owen, — men eminent tor piety and talents, were ejected 
from their parishes, sejKinUed from their beloved Hocks, 
silenced from preaching, and thus deprived of all lUH^usloinetl 
meiuis of sup|K)rt fur tlicin^^elves and families, merely fur 
non-compliuiice with the act of conformity. 

This act required that every clergyman should bo rcor- 
dained, if he had not before received Episcopal ordination ; 



CIVIL niSTORT. 81 

should declare his assent to everything contained in the Book 
of Common Prayer ; should take the oath of canonical obedi- 
ence ; should abjure the common league and covenant, and 
should renounce the principle of taking up arms on any pre- 
tence whatsoever, against the king. 

It was these oppi*essive acts, in the days of Klizabeth and 
her predecessors, which induced the Puritan settlers of New 
England to seek in this newly-discovered land, a settlement 
founded on principles of religious freedom. It was a deter- 
minsitioii not to submit to dictation in matters of faith and 
mo<lcs of worship ; to hazard everything, to endure every- 
thing for " freedom to worship God." No worldly or secular 
motive was sufTiciently powerful to influence these men to 
exchange their native land, their pleasant homes, their 
beautiful fields, to abandon all tliat was endeared by the 
nsffofintions of life, for a hostile wilderness beyond the ocean. 

The love of religious liberty is a stronger sentiment, when 
fully excited, than attachment to civil and political freedom. 
That freedom which the conscience demands, and for which 
men feel bound by the hopes of salvation to contend^ can 
hardly fail to be attained. *^ If the hand of power is laid 
u[)on it, this only seems to augment its force and its elasticity, 
and to^ciuise its action to bo more formidable and terrible. 
Human invention has devised nothing, human power has 
compassed nothing, that can forcibly restrain it when it 
breaks forth. Nothing can stop it, but to give way for it, 
nothing can check it but by indulgence. It loses its power 
only when it has gained its object.'' 

As the fathers of New England fled, not so much from the 
civil government as from the hierarchy, and the laws whicli 
enforced conformity to the Cliurch establishment, so did the 
settlers of Londondeny emigrate, to escape religious rather 
than civil evils. Although by the revolution of 1688, and 
the' accession of William and the House of Hanover to the 
British throne, the Protestant cause was firmly established. 
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peace restored to the island in which they dweU, and toler- 
ation of religious sentiments allowed ; still, as Presbjterianiy 
and Dissenters from the Church of England, thej expe- 
rienced many embarassments. 

Thej were, indeed, permitted to maintain their own forms 
of worship unmolested ; still, they were com|Mdled to aid in 
supporting a minister of the established religion, and a tenth 
part of all their increase was rigorously exacted for this 
purpose. They also held their lands and tenements by lease 
from the crown, and not as proprietors of the soil. With an 
inextinguishable thirst for' liberty, tliey could not bear to be 
thus trammelled in their civil and religious rights. 

Their position in Ireland was uncomfortable, also, sur- 
rounded as they were with the native Irisli, who adhered 
with tenacity to the Church of Rome ; and though they were 
then subjugated to Protestant power, and not permitted openly 
to persecute as they Itad done, yet a spirit of hostility still 
existed, and was in various ways expressed. Many circum- 
stances, in addition to the original strong traits of cluinicter 
which 6C[>aratc the Scotch fruni llie Iri»h, luul served to 
inflame and strengthen the enmity existing between them. 

Mr. Muauilay, adverting to the lioslility existing between 
the Irish Catholics and the Protestants, who luul sdltled in 
Ireland, says : " On the same soil dwelt two populations, 
locally intermixed, morally and politically sundered. The 
difierence of religion was by no means the only dilTerenee, 
and was perhaps not even the chief difference, which existed 
between them. They sprang from dilTerent stocks. They 
spoke dififerent languages. They hod ditferent national char- 
acters, as strongly op[X)sed as any two national characters in 
Europe. They were in widely dififerent stages of civiliza- 
tion. There could, therefore, be little sympathy between 
them ; and centuries of calamities and wrongs had generated 
a strong antipathy. The relation in which the minority 
stood to the majority, resembled the relation in which the 
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followers of William the Conqueror stood to the Saxon 
churls, or the relation in which the followers of Cortez stood 
to the Indians of Mexico. 

" The appellation of Irish was then given exclusively to 
the Celts, and to those families which, though not of Celtic 
origin, had in the course of ages degenerated into Celtic 
manners. These people, probably somewhat under a million 
in number, had, with few exceptions, adhered to the Church 
of Rome. Among them resided about two hundred thou- 
sand colonists, proud of their Saxon blood and of their 
Protestant faith. 

" The great pre|>onderance of numbers on one side, was 
more than compensated by a great superiority of intelligence, 
vigor, and organization on the other. The English settlers 
sccin to have been, in knowledge, energy, and perseverance, 
rather aliove timii below the average level of the population 
of the mother country. The aboriginal peasantry, on the 
contrary, were in an almost savage state«" 

It was in view of these embarrassments and evils expe- 
rienced in their native land, that this body of emigrants were 
disposed to leave their homes and the many comforts there 
enjoyed for an untried region, and the labors and sufferings 
incident to a settlement in a new country.* 

♦ The residence of the McKecns, MacGrcgors, Ncsmiths, Dinsmoon, 
nnd many other of the emigrnnts to Londonderry, was in the valley of 
the river fiann, and in or near the towns or parishes of Colerainc, Bally- 
money, Ballywoolen, Dallywatick, and Kilrca. 

A distinguished descendant of one of the early settlers, writes to the 
author, as follows : " On a voyage to the Old World, a few years since, 
I could not resist the inclination to visit the temporary resting-place of 
our forefathers, in Irclitnd. Not anticipating such an excursion when I 
lefi home, I was miserably prepared for taking advantage of what others 
knew, as to the exact location of our ancestors ; I only knew that Lon- 
donderry, Colentine, Antrim, Dallymoney, and Belfast, were some of 
tlieir places of residence, and of course could receive only general appre- 
ciations of their homes. Still, viewing the vast extent of excellent land, 
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That such were their motives, we Icani from a manuscript 
sermon of the Rev. James MacGrcgor, one of tlio four pastors 
who accompanied their flocks to America, and the first min- 
ister of Londonderry. It was addressed to them on tlic ere 
of their embarking for this country. His discourse was from 
those very appropriate word^i of liloscs, when conducting the 
chosen tribes to the promised land : '^ If tliy presence go not 
with me, carry us not up hence." 

In the application of the subject to their emigration, he 
states the following ns reasons of their removal to America. 
1. To avoid oppression and cruel bondage. 2. To shun 
persecution and designed ruin. 3. To withdraw from the 
communion of idolaters. 4. To have an op|)ortunity of wor- 
shipping God, according to the dictates of conscience and 
the rules of his inspired Word. 

They were, moreover, induced to contemplate a settlement 
in this land, by the favorable report of a young man, by the 
name of Holmes, the son of a Presbyterian clergyman, who 
had visited this country. Encouraged by his rcpi*esentation3 
of the civil and religious privileges which were enjoyed by 
the American colonics, his father, and three other i^ivsby- 
terian ministers, James MivcGregor, William Corn well, and 
William Boyd, with a i>oi*tion of their respective congro- 
gations, determined on a ix^moval to this country. 



still uncultivated, the beauty of the si'ciicry, the mihlncs;! of the vriulcri 
(on the thirtieth of Mariii, IS45, I saw |K:achu!i in full IiIimsoiu, iu tlio 
open air, at DclfiiJtt,) I could not hut rculiicu that nioral horuisiu, which 
could induce men, itcrrcnly advisi>(l of all they were to cxiicc't or olifaiu, 
to emigrate to the New \yurld. Men in the must wihl lielicf of the 
precious metals, will seek new countiies with rctklcfrs disregard of all 
consequences. Our Irirh ancestors knew that ihey were leaving a 
letter country for a jHMicr^ (s|»eaking agricuiiiirally,) and with only the 
pros|)ect of toil before them. Imagination lent no charms to the future 
They must have had motives reaciiing l^cyoml the prcMrnt. Their char- 
acter^, and I believe the monil tone of the vast masses of their widely- 
spread descendants, leave us in no doubt of the true impulses whieii 
governed tliem." 
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In order to prepare the way and secure a reception and a 
place of settlement on their arrival here, they dispatched, 
early in the year 1718, Rev. Mr. Boyd, with an address to 
governor Shute, of Massaciiusetts, espressing a strong desire 
to remove to New England* should he afford them suitable 
encouragement. They also em [lowered Mr. Boyd to make 
all the necessary arrangements with the civil authority for 
their reception. 

The address is very concise and appropriate, and is signed 
by two hundred and seventeen, each subscribing his own 
name in a fair and legible hand, except seven, whose marks 
are nflixcd. That so large a proportion, in the circumstances 
in which they were placed while in Ireland, were able to 
write, is a ftict that serves very clearly to show that, as a 
company, they were superior to the common class of emi- 
grants. Nine of the subscribers were ministers of the gospel, 
and three others were graduates at the university in Scot- 
land. The document is on parchment, in a good state of 
preservation, and may be regarded as a valuable relic of 
these early adventurers to this land. A copy is inserted in 
the Appendix, and it will no doubt be gratifying to many to 
observe, in the list of subscribers, the names of ancestors 
whom they have been accustomed to venerate. It would have 
given greater interest could a fac-simile of the names, as 
they appear on the manuscript, have been presented. 

Mr. Boyd received from governor Shute the desired 
encouragement. On communicating it to his friends in 
Ireland, by whom he had been commissioned, they immedi- 
ately converted their properly into money, embarked in five 
ships for Ik)ston, and arrived there August 4, 1718. 

Tliat portion of the emigrants who had been the charge of 
Rev. Mr. MacGrcgor in Ireland, and others who joined them, 
wished to unite, that they might continue to enjoy his labors 
OS their pastor. Among this number were the McKeen 
families, with their connections. 
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James McKccn, brother-in-law to Mr. MacGregor, fuid 
who appears to have been the leading influential member of 
this bodj, on conferring with governor Shute, was informed 
that there was good land in the vicinity of Casoo Bay^ Me^ 
which they might have, and where they could carry into 
effect their particular design as a community, and secure the 
enjoyment of religious ordinances under the ministry of tlicir 
favorite teacher. 

Another portion of this company of emigrants repaired to 
Worcester, and there attempted to form a settlement and 
enjoy religious privileges under the ministry of one of the 
pastors who had accompanied them to this country. And 
although they were an industrious, orderly, worthy, and 
pious congr^ation, yet, in consequence of their being foreign- 
ers, especially from Ireland, and introducing the Presby- 
terian mode of worship, which was before unknown in New 
England, the prejudices of the Congregational communities 
in Worcester were so strong and bitter towards them, that 
they were compelled to leave the place. They in conse- 
quence separated and were disiienjcd through the country. 
Some of these families settled in Coleminc, some in Palmer, 
BomXi in IV'lliom, and sonic in other towns in J^Iiissachusctts ; 
and being joined by emigrants, from time to time, from the 
old country, formed those Presbyterian societies which 
existed for many years in these several towns. 

A considerable number of this botly of emigrants, on 
arriving at Boston, saw fit to remain in that city ; and, uniting 
with those of tlieir countrymen of their own faith, whom they 
found there, formed the first Presbyterian cliurch and soci- 
ety, over which the llcv. John ^lorehcad was installed 
pastor. It was at fii*st styled the Prctibylcrian church in 
Long Lane, — subsequently Federal Street. 

Sixteen of the families who had |)ur|)Osed to form a distinct 
settlement, and become the charge of the Kev. I^Ir. Mac- 
Gregor, embarked in a vessel for Cosco Bay, in order to 
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select a township ; wliilo the remaining families, with Mr, 
MacGregor, retired from Boston into the country ; some to 
Andover, others to Dracut, until a suitable tract of land 
should be found for a permanent settlement 

The party that left Boston for Casco Bay, arrived there 
late in the season ; and it proving to be a very early and cold 
winter, the vessel was frozen in. Many of the families, not 
being able to find accommodations on shore, were obliged to 
pass the whole winter on board the ship, suffering severely 
from the want of food, oa well m of conveniences of situation. 

Willis, in his History of Portland, referring to this event, 
says : ''In the autumn of 1718, a vessel arrived m the har- 
bor of Falmouth, now Portland, with twenty families of emi- 
grants from Ireland. They were descendants of a colotiy 
from Argylcshirc in Scotland, and settled in the north of 
Irclnnd about the middle of the seventeenth century. They 
were rigid Presbyterians, and fled from Scotland to avoid the 
persecutions of Charles the First. Tiiey suffered severely 
during the winter here; their provisions failed, and our 
inhabitants had neither shelter nor food sufficient for so large 
an accession to the population. In December, the inhab- 
itants petitioned the General Court at Boston for relief. 
They stated their grievances as follows : That there are now 
in the town about three hundred souls, most of whom are 
arrived from Ireland, of which not one half have provision 
enough to live upon over winter, and so poor that they are 
n6t able to buy any, and none of the first inhabitant so well 
furnished a^that they are able to supply them ; and they 
prayed that the Court would consider their desolate circum- 
stances, by reason of the great conipany of poor strangers 
arrived among them, and take speedy and effectual care of 
their supply. On this application, the Court ordered that 
one hundred bushels of Indian meal be allowed, and paid 
out of the treasury, for the poor Irish people mentioned in thd 
petition." It is subjoined, in a note to this record* ''That 

4 
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James McKecn, iLe gmndfathcr of the flnt presideol of 
Bowdoin College, was of this ooinpanj, and the agent who 
selected the land on which thej settled." 

On the opening of spring, the little colony prefMircd to 
commence an examination of the territory to which thej had 
been directed by governor Shute. As tliey disemlMurked in 
this new country, to which they had come to seek a resideiice 
for themselves and their descendants, they assembled, accord- 
ing to tradition, on the shore, and joined in acts of religious 
worship, devoutly acknowledging the divine goodness in 
their preservation upon the great deep, and during the un- 
usually severe winter which they liad experienced. No one 
of their number luid suffered by sickness, or been removed 
by death. Standing on the shore of the ocean which sep- 
arated them from their native land, they offered their devout 
praises in that ^ most touching of all songs," the one hundred 
and thirty-seventh |»sahn. As they surveyed the unsubdued 
luid uninhabited country around them, and looked bock u|ion 
the homes of their youth, and ui»on the blessings and com- 
forts which they had there [lossesseil, amidst their many 
trials, they were ready to hsuig their liari>s u|»on the willows, 
mvl say, " How shall we sing the Lonl's song in a strange 
land!*' But they looked forward, with hope and constancy, 
to the attainment of the great object for which they had 
come, religious freedom. And as they renewed their cove- 
nant vows, and called to mind the persecuted, suffering state 
of the church in their native land, they could with fixed 
determination say, as did the Jewish captives, *' If I foi^ 
thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning ; if 
I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof 
of my mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem aliove my chief joy." 

They were not men to be put back or tunied aside by 
obstacles. They had coiuited the <:ost of their undertaking, 
and were prepared to meet it. After having explored for 
some distance the country eastward from Casco liay, and 
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finding no tract of land that pleased them, thej concluded to 
return ; and, directing their course westward, entered the 
Merrimack, which thej ascended to Haverhill, where thej 
arrived the 2d of April, old style. While at Haverhill, thej 
heard of a fine tract of land about fifteen miles distant, called 
Nutficld, on account of the abundance of the chestnut, butter- 
nut, and walnut-trees, which distinguished the growth of its 
forests. The men, leaving their families at Haverhill, came 
and examined the tract ; and, ascertaining that it was not 
appropriated, they at once decided here to take up the grant 
which they had obtained from the government of Massa- 
chusetts, of a township twelve miles square of any of her 
unappropriated lands. 

Having selected the spot on which to commence their 
settlement, and having built a few temporary huts, which 
they lefl in charge of two or three of their number, they 
returned to Haverhill to bring on their families, their pro- 
visions, their implements of labor, and what little household 
furniture they could collect. A part of the company return- 
ed from Haverhill by the way of Dracut, where Mr. Mao- 
Gregor had passed the winter in teaching, that they might 
bring him with them ; the others came more directly. The 
two ])arties arrived at about the same time, and met, as 
tradition says, at a spot ever afler termed Horse Hill, from 
the fact of their having there tied their horses, while they sur- 
veyed the territory around. The day of their arrival here, 
and on which the settlement commenced, was the eleventh 
day of April, old style, 1719. 

Mr. MacGregor, on meeting this portion of his beloved 
flock, from whom he had been separated some months since 
their arrival in America, and on the spot so happily selected 
as the place of their future residence, made an affectionate 
and impressive address, in which he congratulated them on 
the propitious termination of their wanderings, their signal 
preservation as a company while crossing the ocean, and 
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riooe their trrival in this eouatry^ and esliorted .tbcm to 
eootinoed eoofidenoe in God, planted m tliej now were in 
tbe wildemeBii and ftrangen In a strange land. 

Having with them explored more full j the territocy whidi 
had been selected as a township, and made some general 
arrangements as to their future proceedings, he returned to 
his fiunilj in Dracut Before leaving them, he delivered, 
April 12th, under a large oak, on the east side of Beaver 
Pood, the first sermon ever preached in this town. Ilia 
text was from the prophecy of Isaiah, 32 : 2, '^ And a man 
shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the 
tempest ; as rivers of water in a dry place ; as the shadow 
of a great rod^ in a weary land.** Then, for the first time, 
did this wilderness and solitary place, over which the savage 
tribes had for centuries roamed, resound with the voice of 
prayer and praise, and echo to the sound of the gospd. The 
spot where this religious service was held, especially the tree 
around which they assembled, was long af^ regarded with 
a degree of reverence, not unlike that fdt by the patriaidi 
in regard to the spot on which he rested, when favored with 
the heavenly vision. On the prostration of this venerable 
oak through decay, the owner of the field in which it stood 
planted a young apple-tree among its decayed roots, which 
is now a thrifty tree, and will long serve to designate the 
venerated spot* 

The field on wliich they first erected their rude cabins, 
as a temporary accommodation for tlieir families, and which 
they culli rated tbe first year in common, lies not far from 
the turnpike as it crosses West-running Brook, and has ever 
since been called ^ the common field." 



• It bas been taggesietl, tbat at tbere are hO man j plcafeiug asf otia- 
llont connected with it tbb fpot, well dercrYCS seme more cndaring 
memorial ; and for tbis object, it hat l>ecn proposed tbat a granild 
obelisk, bearing appropriate inscriptions, sboold at some eariy day be 
erected in place of tbe treo. It ia boped that the sngges tion will nctt 
with a prompt response. 8ee last page of Appendix. 
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As soon as the company of settlers had organized them- 
selves into a religious society, in order to the full and stated 
enjoyment of divine ordinances, which was the leading object 
of their emigration, they proceeded, according to the pre- 
scribed order of the Presbyterian church, to present in dae 
form a call to the Rov. James MacOregor, to become their 
pastor. 

Some of them had been his pastoral charge while in 
Ireland, and all were well satisfied as to his worth, and Ids 
distingtiishcd giHs as a minister of Christ Sometime in May 
following, Mr. MacGregor, in compliance with their call^ 
removed with his family from Dracut to their settlement, 
and assumed the pastoral charge of the society. As no 
presbytery then existed in New England, there could be no 
formal installation ; nor was it essentially needful ; as Mr. 
MacGregor had received ordination some years before, in 
Ireland. A formal and public recognition of the ecclesias- 
tical relation thus formed between them, was all that in this 
case was requisite. 

Accordingly, on a day appointed for the purpose, the 
people having assembled, he, in connection with appropriate 
religious services, solemnly assumed the pastoral charge of 
the church and congregation ; and tliey with like solemnity, 
and by a formal act, received him as their pastor and spirit- 
ual guide. 

He preached to them on the occasion from those appro- 
priate, and, as it regarded this infant settlement, truly 
prophetic words (£zekiel 37 : 26), <' Moreover, I will make a 
covenant of peace with them ; it shall be an everlasting 
covenant with them ; and I will place them, and multiply 
them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for 
evermore." 

Having shown that it is the Lord who places a people in 
a land ; multiplies them therein, and affords them the ordi- 
nances of religion, he reminded his brethren, that <*they 

4* 
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dioald deTOuUj acknowledge the providenoe of God in all 
fMMt chaogesy partaculariy in their emigration to thb new 
world ; that they should live by fiuth in what was befiife 
them; fervently pray that God would eontinue to bless 
them ; be firmly united one witli another; walk in the fear 
of God, and keep his charge."* 

These discourses, delivered by their venerated author on 
occasions so interesting, are noticed, for the purpose of show- 
ing that the removal and settlement of this company of enu- 
grants was from religious principle, and in reliance upon the 
divine guidance and protection. And has not the promise 
contained in the inspired passage from which he addressed 
his little flock, been most strikingly fulfilled in respect to the 
settlement they were then commencing? God, in his provi- 
dence, not only planted them here, but greatly multiplied 
them, so that from this settlement many others wero early 
formed. It proved a most fruitful vine. He also set his 
sanctuary in the midst of them, and has continued to them 
and to their descendants in this place, without intenruption 
for more than a century, the ordinances of religion. From 
that memorable day on which this sermon was preachedi 
and the Christian ministry established among tliis people, 
to the present, a period of one hundred and thirty yean, 
they liave at no time been destitute of a settled ministiy, 
and the full enjoyment of gospel privileges. The churches 
and religious societies here early established, have been 
signally preserved and prospered ; retaining, amidst the 
many changes and divisions in surrounding communities, the 
same faith, and the same mode of church government and 
religious worship, originally adopted. 

This stability may, in part, be attributed to their staid 



* The original manuscript of this sermon, with other manuscript 
iermona of Rev. James MacGregor, is now in the pOMession of Bev. 
John M. Whiton, D. D., of Antrim, N. II. 
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attachment to the Presbyterian doctrine and discipline, as 
observed by the Charch of Scotland. Presbjrterianism, as 
adopted by the Reformers, and introduced into that coontry 
from Grenera, by John Knox, the celebrated Scotch Reformer, 
is opposed to the prelatic power of Episcopacy, on the one 
hand, and the independency of Congregationalism on the 
other ; guarding the church alike against a despotic govern- 
ment and a pure democracy. It adopts a form of govern- 
ment truly scriptural, as the representative form existed 
both in the Jewish and Christian diurch ; and, while efficient 
in its administration, is in full accordance with the principles 
of liberty and equality in the church. Its judicatories bear 
a striking resemblance to those adopted under a free repub- 
lican government. And while they unite and protect the 
whole body of professed disciples, they secure to each indi- 
vidual his full and perfect rights and influence. Every 
Congregational church, as it respects ecclesiastical govern- 
ment, Is a separate and independent body ; while a Fresby-* 
terian church is under the care, and subject to the control, of 
the presbytery, which, in its turn, is subject to the synod, and 
that agitin to the general assembly, all representative, though 
permanent bodies. The pastor and a certain number of 
elders in each church, elected to this office by its members, 
constitute what is termed a Session, for the transaction of its 
affiurs. As Congregationalism was first introduced into 
New England, it became the prevailing order of church 
government ; and although, through the illiberal spirit which 
marked that age, Presbyterianism for a time met with legis- 
lative as well as ecclesiastical opposition, yet eventually the 
members of that church were left to the free and uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of their own forms of worship. And 
though diffi;ring in the external order of Christ's house, yet, 
being built upon the same precious foundation, the greatest 
harmony has long prevailed, in New England, between the 
Presbyterian and Congregational denominations; and we 
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•hooM deplore anjUung which would mar Ihe union that to 
happily eziste. While the one can terve God in their more 
free organization, the growth of more than two eenCnrieSi 
the other, rejoicing in the greater stringencj of their sjatom, 
can urge on the work of the blessed Redeemer, until all hia 
fdlowera shall see eye to eje, and the watchmen on the 
walls of Zion, lift up their voice together. When the com- 
mon foes threaten to sweep awaj all that is holj and trae, 
espedallj does it behoove the sons of the Puritans, and the 
descendants of the Covenanters, to grasp the standard, and 
do battle for Christ's crown and covenant. 

Those who first composed the settlement, were the ibllow- 
ing sixteen men with their families, namelj :— 

James McKeen, John Bamett, Archibald Clendenin, John 
Mitchell, James Sterrctt, James AnderBon, Randal Alex- 
ander, James Gregg, James Clark, James Nesmith, Allen 
Anderson, Robert Weir, John Morrison, Samuel Allison, 
Thomas Steele, and John Stuart. These pioneers of the 
settlement were most of them men in middle life, robust, 
persevering, and adventurous, well-suited to encounter the 
toils and endure the liardsliips of such an undertaking. 
Most of tlicm attained to advanced age. They lived to see 
their descendant settled around them, and the forest into 
which thej had penetrated converted into a fruitful field. 
The average age of Uiirteen of the number, of whose age 
alone we have any record, was seventy-nine years; six 
attained to nearly ninety, and two suqiassed it. John 
Morrison, the oldest of this company, lived to the advanced 
age of ninety-seven years. 

In order to secure the advantages of near neighborhood, 
and be thereby tlie better protected agaiiut the attacks of 
the Indians, in case of liostilities, with wliich the oolouies 
were at the time threatened, these first families planted 
themselves on each side of a small brook, which, from the 
direction of its course, they called West-running Brook. 
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And they decided that their home-lots should be but thirty 
rods wide, fronting the brook, and to be extended back on a 
north and south line, until they made up sixty acres eadi. 
By such an arrangement, their dwellings were brought into 
close vicinity, and formed what has ever since been termed 
the Double Range. This range was, for more than half a 
century, an interesting and populous section of the town* 
But the houses, once inhabited by flourishing families, have 
been one after another removed or demolished, and nothing 
now remains but the half-filled cellar to mark the place where 
they once stood. This arrangement in the early location of 
their dwellings, although it afforded them the advantages of 
neighborhood, and greater protection in case of assault, was^ 
however, not so favorable to the uniform division of the 
township into lots, and the regularity of the highways. The- 
multiplicity of the roads, bending in every direction to* 
accommodate, as it would seem, tlie settlers, as they planted 
themselves, without any previous plan, in different parts of 
the town, and the consequent trouble and expense which 
have been realized in straightening and improving them, 
may be traced to this injudicious arrangement in the early 
settlement. 

Being at the time a frontier town, and exposed to a savage 
foe, in consequence of a war with the eastern Indians^ which 
broke out soon after their arrival, they erected two stone 
garrison-houses. These were strongly built, and well pre- 
pared to resist an attack. To these the several families 
retired at night, whenever danger from the foe was appre-^ 
bended. There was, however, one of iheir number, James 
Blair, a man of giant stature and of fearless courage, who 
Scorned thus to shelter himself from his Indian enemies. 
He would never enter the garrison; but, with his trusty 
arms, remained without and alone. It was reported that 
this man, who, like Saul, king of Israel, ''was from his 
shoulders and upward higher than any of the people," more 
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than onoe, io ooosequenoe of his stature, saTcd his own 
and that of his neighbors. After the dose of one of the 
warsy the Indians rehUed that thej had laid in ambush, 
while Blair and others were at work in the field, and had 
opportonities to kill him, but seeing his huge form tbej 
dared not shoot, thinking him a god. Altliough, during one 
of the most severe Indian wars, Londonderry was a frontier 
town, and therefore exposed to greater dangers than the 
more interior settlements, jet the town was never assailed. 
The yell of the savage, and the shriek of the murdered set- 
tler, were never heard here. 

Tradition ascribes the signal preservation of this eolonj 
from the attacks of the Indians, to the influence of the Rev. 
Mr. MacGregor ¥rith the Marquis de Yaudreuil, the French 
governor of Canada. It is said that they were classmates 
at college, that a correspondence was maintained between 
them, and that, at the request and representation of his 
former friend, the governor caused means to be used for the 
protection of the settlement. He induced the Catholic priests 
to charge the Iiidinius not to injure any of these |)eoplo, as 
they were different from the English ; luid to assure them, 
that no bounty should be paid for their 8ciil|is, and tluit, if 
they killed any of them, their sins would not be forgiven. 
That such was the fact, the early inhabitants firmly believed. 
In confirmation of this tradition, on a nuuiuscript sermon- 
book of Mr. MucGregor's, which has been preserved, is found 
the name of this French gentleman, and the various titles of 
office which he held, and by which he would of course be 
addressed. 

Their signal exemption from savage hostilities, may also, 
in Divine Providence, be ascribed to the fiu:t of their 
securing, through Colonel Wheelwright, a fair and acknowl- 
edged Indian title to their township, which will be more 
particularly noticed. 

The first company of settlers were soon joined by many of 
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tlieir countrymen who had emigrated with them to America, 
and had dispersed through the country, awaiting the selec- 
tion of a township ; so that before the close of the first year, 
the number of families was very considerably increased. 
As the account of their settlement, and the privileges they 
here enjoyed readied their friends and fellow-sufierers in 
Ireland, many were induced to follow them to this land, and 
join tlieir community. And although many obtained with 
difliculty the means of transporting themselves and families, 
— some even binding tlicmselves to a term of labor afler 
their arrival, in order to pay for their passage to this coun- 
try, — yet they were soon able, on coming to this town, to 
obtain a comfortable support. No price was paid for the 
land, it being a free grant by the king to these, his loyal 
subjects of* the old country, many of them, as we have seen, 
fttilhful cluunpions in the famous siege and defence of Lon- 
donderry in Ireland, an event which contributed so directly 
and powerfully to the establishment of his throne. Each 
settler had allotted him one hundred and twenty acres, a 
home-lot, and an out-lot of sixty acres each. Being a very 
hardy, industrious, frugal people, and favored from the first 
with moral and religious institutions, they soon became a 
thriving, prosperous, and respectable community. 

Their dwellings were at first of logs, and covered with 
bark. The first framed house in the town was that of the 
Rev. James MacGregor, their pastor, erected soon afler his 
settlement It is yet standing and in good repair, and is 
now occupied by Mr. Joseph Morrison. The second framed 
house was erected by John McMurphy Esq., and is now 
inhabited by his great-grandson, Mr James McMurphy. 

For a time, they necessarily endured many privations and 
hardships. Their habitations were not only rude, but ** their 
food was meagre in kind and not abundant in quantity." 
Being without beasts of burden, much of their provision, 
during the two first years of their settlement, was brought 
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bj the men upon their shoulden from HaverfaiU, and from 
AndoTer, Masft. * 

In consequence of their yicinitj to the ialb of Am o tke n fr 
they were enabled to provide themselves with fish. The/ 
were first directed to these falb by an Indian who visited 
their settlement Taking Mr. MacGregor to an eminenoey 
and pointing to a tall pine at a distance, he informed him 
that they were in that direction. Aided by this, he was 
enabled with his compass to mark out a course to the fidla, 
to which he, with a few of the settlers, immediately repmred, 
and, with the scoop-net which they had provided, readily 
secured a supply of salmon and shad, with which the Merri- 
mack abounded. This, for a long time, was to the inhab- 
itants of Londonderry a most valuable resource. Being 
within a few miles of this important fishing-place^ they could 
with little inconvenience and labor obtain an annual supply 
of fish, which constituted an important article of food, espec- 
ially before their fields became productive. Subsequently, 
and for many years, they lived mainly upon potatoes, bean- 
porridge, samp, and barley-broth. It was long before the use 
of tea and cofi*ee was introduced among them. They were 
happily strangers to these debilitating drinks, which now 
constitute, in most families, an appendage to almost every 
meaL 

Their hard labor and homely fare contributed much, no 
doubt, to that robust healUi, greait strength, and longevity, by 
which they were as a company distinguished. In the labor 
of subduing and cultivating the soil, the women vied with 
the men. ** Being," says Dr. Belkuap, in his History of New 
Hampshire, *^ a peculiarly industrious, frugal, hardy, intelli- 
gent, and well-principled people, tliey pi-uvcd a valuable 
acquisition to the province into which they had removed, 
contributing mucli, by their arts and their industry, to its 
welfare." 

They introduced the culture of the potato, which they 
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brought with thetn from Ireland. Until their arrival, thii 
valuable vegetable, now regarded as one of the necessaries 
of life, if not wholly unknown, was not cultivated in New 
England. To them belongs the credit of its introduction to 
general use. Although highlj priased by this tomjiahy of 
settlers, it was for a long time but little regarded bjr theii^ 
English neighbors: a barrel or two being considered ft 
supply for a family. But its value as food for miin ka^ 
for beast became at length more generally ktiown, and ykho 
can now estimate the full advantage of its cultivation to ihitf 
country! The following well-nuthenticated fact will shoW 
how little known to the community at large the potato matl 
have been* 

A few of the settlers had passed the winter previouft til 
their establishment here, in Andover, Mass* On taking 
their departure from one of the families, with whom thejT 
had resided, they lefl a few jtotatoes for seed. The potatoei 
were accordingly planted; came up and flourished well| 
blossomed and produced balls, which the family supposed 
were the fruit to be eaten. They cooked the' balls in varioiiv 
ways, but could not make them palatable, and pronounced 
them unfit for food. The next spring, while ploughing their 
garden, the plough passed through whore the potatoes had 
grown, and turned out some of great size, by whlcii meani 
they discovered their mistake. 

These settlers also introduced the art of manufi|ctufing 
linen of a superior quality, the materials for which they 
brought with them ; and as soon as their lands would admit 
of its cultivation, the flax was considered among the mosi 
valued articles of produce. The spinning-wheel turned bf 
the foot, and which came into general use, they first brought 
into the country, and it proved of essential service to thitf 
community. To the hand-card, the foot-wheel, and the loomi 
the common implements of manufacture in almost ever/ 

5 
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fiuDfljTy was the town prindpallj indebted for its earl/ praa- 
peritj and ita wealth. 

Of such superior quality was the linen, the thread, and the 
other fiibrics manufactured in Londondcrrj, that thej oom- 
manded not only a more ready sale, but a higher price than 
thotse produced elsewhere. Hence many were induced lo 
impose upon the public, by selling as Derry manufacture 
that which was produced in other places. 

To prevent thi;» fraud, a town meeting was called in 1748, 
^ To appoint proper and fit persons to survey and inspect 
linens, and hoilands, made in this town, for sale, so that the 
credit of our manufactory be kept up, and the purchasers of 
our linens may not be imposed upon, with foreign and oatr 
landish linens, in the name of oars ; and any other method 
that may be thought proper and necessary for that end as 
may be agreed upon. It was accordingly voted, ** that the 
selectmen purchase seals to seal all the linens that are made 
in said Londonderry, and that John McMurphy Eaq^ and 
John Wallace, yeoman, be sealers and inspectors of the hoi- 
lands and linens that are made, or to be made, in our towm ; 
whether brown, white, 8|)cckled, 8tri|}cd, or checked, that are 
to be ex|>osod for sulu ; luid the said sculers and in8|iectoni 
sliall seal any of the aforesaid linen, with a stamp in each 
end of the piece of cloth, with the words * Londonderry, in 
New Hampshire,' and give a certificate to the persons that 
are owners of the cloth, of their so doing ; for whidi stamps 
inspection, and certificate, they shall receive from the owners 
of said linen sixpence, old tenor, for each piece." It was also 
voted ^ To petition the General Assembly of the province, 
for a special act, to guard against any fi-aud that might be 
perpetrated in the aforesaid affair, or any other thing nec- 
essary for the intended good purijoses." 

Weaving, in the earlier periods of the settlement, was per- 
formed by men, and not, as subsequently, by women. It 
was regarded as among the more respectable employments. 
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the art being hud in high repute, and carried bj many of 
tills people to a decree of perfection then unequalled in the 
country. Of this, the following fact affords an iUustration. 
John Montgomery emigrated to this town in 1747, and 
established himself here, as a weaver. He married the 
daughter of Colonel George Knox; she had lived some 
years in the family of Rev. David MacGregor, to whom she 
was related. He subsequently removed to Andover, Mass. 
During the revolutionary war, Mr. Montgomery received 
from Congress forty pounds and a diamond ring, as a pre- 
mium for linen woven for Washington and the officers ef the 
army. This ring he gave to his eldest daughter Jane, the 
wife of John Clark, Esq., of Salem, N. Y., and it is now in 
the hands of a granddaughter, as a memorial of the interest- 
ing fart. I1ie sale throughout tlic New England, and some 
of the ^liddlc Stales, of tlic thread and linen here manuiac- 
tuHMl, became to those wlio engaged in it a lucrative business. 
Many were thus constantly employed. Two of the largest 
estates accumulated in the town, and to which the inhabi- 
tants are much indebted for the support of their religious 
and literary institutions, were commenced and advanced in 
tliis way. The Pinkcrtons, John and Jamet — names to be 
had in grateful remembrance by tlie people of Derry and 
Londonderry — began business as venders of these articles 
of home manufacture. 

The females among the early settlers were distinguished 
for habits of industry. Barely would one enter a dwelling 
without hearing the hum of the wheel, or the stroke of the 
loom. All articles of clothing in those days were of domes- 
tic manufacture. The wool and the flax were carded, spun, 
woven, colored, and made into garments, at home. To use 
foreign goods was considered great extravagance. For sev- 
eral years tlicir woollen cloths were not even fulled. 

The manufacturing enterprise in thb country has produced 
in this respect an entire revolution in oar domestic habits* 
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The wheel and the loom are no longer teen in oar dweUiiiSH 
and the young women would be onprepansd to use Ibem, if 
poHoned. Yet, with all this improvement in manufacture^ 
tt ia still a question, whether it will prove conducive to tlia 
tnie interests of tlie community. B j the astonishing improve* 
ments in the arts of manufacture within the present centuiji 
there is an immense saving of time and toil in tlie production 
of the necessary articles of clothing ; but are there not accom- 
panying evils ? 

It has been justly remarked by one, ^ that many of oar 
young women, the future mothers who are to form the char- 
acter of the next generation, are not educated, as In former 
days at home, where the mind luid leisure to mature, and 
the affections to expand, and where they were required to 
engage in that kind of exercise most invigorating to the syt- 
tern, — but at an early period leave home, work together in 
largo companies, breath an impure air, and board in crowded 
houses. And though highly commendable provision has 
been mode by the proprietors of our large manufacturing 
establishments for the improvemcut of those employed in 
them, and though many aru thus brought under the most 
salutary influences, yet, is there not ihuigcr that too nuuiy of 
them will become disqualified for the private and domestic 
duties of life, — that their intellectual and moral interests will 
be neglected ? Their bodies may be decked with more costly 
attire, yet their minds may be robbed of their best affections 
and their highest hopes. Never shall we witness a chias of 
females distiiigiiished hy physical Ktreiiglh and <*ii(*'r|Qr, dcmu^s- 
tic virtues, mental vigor or moral and religious principles, 
such as characterized the female |K>rtion of this community, 
not only at its earliest settlement, but during successive 
generations. They most happily exemplified the portrait of 
the housewife drawn by the inspired |>en. 

In securing a valid title to their township, the first settlers 
of Londonderry experienced no little embarrassment. They 
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at first supposed that their settlement fell within the province 
of Massachusetts bay, and therefore applied to the general 
court of that province for the confirmation of their former 
grant : but the court decided that thej were not under their 
jurisdiction. 

They therefore, in September 1719, applied to the general 
court of New Hampshire for an act of incorporation, and 
the enjoyment of town privileges. The following is a copy 
from (he ori;;inal f)ctition now among the collections of the 
New l!ani|)8hire Historical Society. 

'* The humble petition of the people late from Ireland, 
now settled at Nutficld, to His Excellency the Govemour and 
General Court assembled at Portsmouth, Sept 28, 1719,-— 
Humbly shcweth : — 

''Thnt your }>etitioncrs having made application to the 
Geiicnil Court met at Boston in October last, and having 
obtained a grant for a township in any part of their unap- 
propriated lands, took incouragement thereupon to settle at 
Nutficld about the Eleventh of April last, which is situated 
by estimation about fourteen miles from Haverel meeting- 
house to the north-west, and fifleen miles from Dracut meet- 
ing-house on the River Merrimack north and by east* 

*< That your petitioners since their settlement liave found 
that the said Nutficld is claimed by three or four different 
parties by virtue of Indian deeds, yet none of them offered 
any disturbance to your petitioners except one party from 
Newbury and Salem. Their deed, from one John, Indian, 
bears date March 13, Anno Dom. 1701, and imports thai 
they had made a purchase of the said land for five pounds. 
By virtue of this deed they claim ten miles square westward 
from Havei*el line; and one Caleb Moody of Newbury, in their 
name, discharged our people from clearing or any way im- 
proving the said land, unless we agreed that twenty or Ave 
and twenty families at most should dwell there, and that all 
the rest of the land should be reserved for them. 

6* 
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<< That jour pctitionerBy bj reading the grant of Ihe erown 
if Great Britain to the Frovinoe of llassachuietts Baji wludi 
^tetennineth their northern line three miles from the RiTer 
Morrimadc from any and every part of the River, aiul by 
advice from such as were more capable to judge of this aflfair, 
are satisfied that the said Nutflcid is within his miycsties 
province of New Ilamptihire, which we are further oonfirmed 
bi because the General Court, met at Boston in May last, 
upon our renewed application, did not think fit any way to 
intermeddle with the said land. 

** That your petitioners, therefore, embrace this opportu- 
nity of addressing this Honourable Court, praying that their 
township may consist of ten miles square, or in a figure equiT- 
alent to it, tlicy being already in number about seventy fam- 
flies and inhabitants, and more of their friends arrived from 
Ireland, to settle with them, and many of the people of 
Mew England settling with them ; and that, they being so 
numerous, may be erected into a township with its usual 
privileges, and have a power of making town ofllcers and 
laws. Tliat, being a frontier place, they may the better sub- 
sist by goveriinxMit uiuongMt thcni, luid umy bo more btroiig 
and full of inhuliilaiits. Tliat your i>ctiUoiicrs beting desi-cnd- 
ed from, and professing tlie fnith and principles of tlie estab- 
lished church of North Britain, and loyal subjects of the 
British crown in the family of his majesty king George, and 
incouragcd by the happy administration of hb miyesties chief 
govcrnour in these provinces, and tlie favourable inclination 
of the good people of New England to tlieir brethren, adven- 
turing to come over and plant in this vsst wilderness, hum- 
bly expect a favourable answer from this Honourable Court, 
and your petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray, etc 
Subdcribed at Nutlield, in the name of our |icople, Sc|>L 21, 

1719, by 

(< James Gregg, 

<«BonBRT Wkar." 
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Tho petition is indorsed as follows : — 

" James Gregg and Rob't Wear. In behalf of a company 
of Irish at Nutfield, to be a township. Sept 24, 17 19, read, 
— minuted and suspended, — read again April 29, 1720, 
and minuted." 

This petition, drawn up with so much clearness and sim- 
plicity, presents some interesting facts as to the infant settle* 
roent, particularly tho rapid increase of the population. It 
commenced in April, with sixteen families. In September 
of the same year, there were seventy families. 

Tlic lieutenant-governor of the province, declined making 
an actual grant, as the tract of territory including this and 
other townships was, at that time, in dispute between the 
crown and the heirs of one Allen ; but by advice of council he 
gave a protection, and extended to them the benefits of gov^ 
emmcnf, appointing James McKeen, a man of distinguished 
probity, ability, and intelligence, justice of peace, and Robert 
Weir, sheriff. This commission of Justice McKeen, as he 
was afterwards more usually styled, dated at Portsmouth, 
April 29, 1720, and signed by Grovemor Shute, is now in 
possession of Rev. Silas McKeen, as are also, it is believed, 
most of the papers Icfl by his great-grandfather. 

Although James McKeen was the first acting justice in 
the town, it appears from certain facts that John McMurphy, 
Esq., who joined the settlement the year following, held a 
commission of a prior date, having received it before leaving 
Ireland. Notwithstanding they now enjoyed the protection 
of government, and were thus encouraged to proceed in their 
settlement, still, the settlers of Londonderry were unwilling 
to possess themselves of lands, once the undisputed property 
of the aborigines, without a fair purchase of their claims. 

Being informed tliat Col. John Wheelwright, of Wells, 
Me., hod the best Indian title to this ti^act of country, derived 
from his ancestor, the Rev. John Wheelright, and supposing 
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this to be valid in a moral point of yiew, thej dcpated a 
mittcey consisting of Rev. Mr. McGregor and Samuel GraveSy 
to wait upon Col. Wheelright, and secure, if possible, his title 
to the land. The committee were^sueccssful, and obtained 
of him a deed of kmd, ten miles square, in virtue of a grant, 
dated May 17, 1629, and approved by the then existing 
authorities, made to his grandfather, a minister of tlie gospel, 
and to others named in said grant, by sundry Indian chiefo, 
with the consent of their tribes.* 

It a|)pears that tlio Rev. John Wlieclright, and others of 
Massachusetts, proposing to form a settlement in the neigh- 
borhood of Piscataqua river, assembled a council of Indians 
at Exeter, and, by fair purchase, obtained a deed from the 
four principal sagamores, of all tlie territory lying between 
the river Piscataqua and tlie Merrimack, bounded by the 
Atlantic ocean on the cast, on the south by the MerrimadL 
to Pawtucket Falls, thence by a line north-west, twenty 
miles to Amherst Plain, thence by a line running north-east 
to Piscataqua river, thence down the river to the ocean. 

It must be truly satisfactory to the inhabitants of LoAdoo- 
derry, that the soil on which their fathers erected their habi- 
tations, and which they now cultivate, was not wrested from 
the original and rightful owners by force, as in too many 
instances was the case, in the settlement of our country. 

The following testimony to the authenticity of this ancient 
deed of a tract of land, fi-om Welmhnouaway and other In- 
dian chiefs, to John Wlieclright and others, is from a paper 
filed in the records of the ancient Norfolk county court. 

** I, John Wheelright, pastor of the church of Salbbury, 
doe testify, that when I, with others, first came to sit down at 
Exeter, we purchased of the Indians, to whom so far as we 
could Icam the right did belong, a certain tract of land about 
thirty miles square, to run from Merrimack river eastward. 



*See Appendix. 
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and so ap the coaniiy ; of which land we had a grant in 

writing signed by them. 

"John Wheelwright." 
<< April 15, 1668. 

" Mr. Edward Colcord testifleth to all the above written, 
and further saith, that one nortlilj bound mentioned in oar 
agreement with Wehalinonawnj, the chief sagamore, waa 
the westerly part of Oyster river, which is about four miles 
northly beyond Lampereele river. 

*' Sworn before the court, ye 14th, 2d mo. 1668. 

*< TuouAS Bradburt, Bee." 

In consideration of the deed obtained from Col. Wheels 
right, he, and alfto Governor Wentworth, were to receive 
certain lots of land in the township of Londonderry. These 
lots included some of the best farms now in town. 

The government of New Hampshire, apprized of the 
strength and benefit which the then weak province were 
likely to derive from this company of emigrants, were par* 
ticularly attentive to them, and did much to patronise and 
encourage them. Especially did the lieutenant-governor 
labor to encourage and assist the infant colony, and thereby 
merited and received an expression of their gratitude and 
esteem, as appears from the following record on the town 
book. 

^ The people of Nutfleld do acknowledge with gratitude 
the obligHtions they are under to the Hon. John Wentworth, 
Esq., Lieutenant-Governor of Now Hampshire. They re* 
member witli pleasure, that His Honor, on all occasions 
shewed a great deal of civility and real kindness to them, 
being strangers in the country ; and cheridhed the small 
beginnings of their settlement, and defended them fh>m the 
encroachment and violence of such as, upon unjust grounds, 
would have disturbed their settlement; and always gave 
them a favorable ear, and easy access to government ; and 
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procured justice for them, and established order, and pro- 
moled peace and good government amongst them ; giving 
them always the most wholesome and seaMMiable aiiviee^ 
both with respect to the puritj and libertj of the gos|iel, and 
the management of tlieir secular concerns ; and put arms and 
ammunition into their hands to defend them from the fears 
and dangers of the Indians; and contributed liberally, by his 
influence and example, to the building of a house for the 
worship of God ; so that, under God, we own him for the 
patron and guardian of our settlement, and erect this monu- 
ment of gratitude to the name and family of Wcntworth, to 
be had in the greatest veneration by the present generation 
and the latest posterity." 

This document is alike honornblo to their patron and ben- 
efactor, and to those who adopted iu It not only shows tlieir 
exposed and luimssed situation during the eariy period of 
their settlement, but evinces tlmt generous, high-minded feel- 
ing, and that lively sensibility to every expression of kind- 
ness conferred upon them, which so strongly nmrkcd their 
character. A fuvor bestowed upon them, was not soon or 
easily forgotten. 

In speaking, in this address, of the encroachment and vio- 
lence of such as upon unjust grounds would have disturbed 
their settlement, and from which they were kindly defended 
by the governor, there is reference more i»articuhiriy to 
attempts, by a party on the borders of Musstu^husetts, to dis- 
possess them, by artifice or by force, of their township. It 
appears that certain jiersons in Haverhill, tuid its vicinity, 
laid claim to these lands, by virtue of a deed of but about 
twenty years date, from an Indian sagiunore named John, 
whereas the Indian title which the proprietors of London- 
derry claimed, was obtained more than sixty years before, and 
signed by all the princi|>al chiefs who had any right wliatever 
to the territory in question. Weak and unjust as was the 
claim of these individuals, they endeavored to press it, hoping 
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that, as these settlers were foreigners, if thej could not bj 
persuasion, thej would bj menaces, be induced to abandon 
tlicir settlement. Hence thej came from time to time in 
armed bodies, threatening violence if the settlers upon these 
lands did not remove. But they knew not the men whom 
they thus af^sailcd, men of tried courage and noble daring. 
Sutisfiod of the justness of their title, and determined to 
maintain it at Uie ])eril of life, if called to the encounter, the 
inhabitants of Ix)ndondcrry went forward with their seUle- 
roent, licedless of the menaces they received. It is related, 
that on one occasion a large party from Haverhill, led by a 
man named Herriman, came fully armed for an encounter, 
unless these settlers would yield to their demands, either 
paying them for the township or at once quitting it 

It was on Friday, and the men with their families were 
assembling under a spreading oak, their house of worship 
not being as yet erected, to observe, according to the good 
old Prcbbyterian custom, the service preparatory to the com- 
munion, which was to be administered on the following Sab- 
bath. The assailants, on making known their purpose, were 
requested to desist from all acts of violence, until their reli- 
gious services wei*e over, which they consented to do. Hav- 
ing listened attentively to the discourse addressed to his flock 
by the vencnitcd pastor, and struck with the Arm and un- 
datmted apfiearance of the men, and with the spirit and 
solemnity of their devotions, Herriman said to his followers : 
** Let us return ; it is in vain to attempt to disturb this people, 
for surely the Lord is with them." 

In connection with these more formal assaults, they were 
frequently Imrassed by intruders who attempted to mow 
their meadows, on which they mainly depended for the sup- 
port of their cattle during the earlier years of the settlement. 

Such intruders were not unfrequcntly taken by them, and 
detained as prisoners, until satisfaction was rendered by them, 
or their friends. We find in the town accounts during these 



60 HI8TOBT or LOMDOMDBBHT. 

jeBXBf freqaeot charges by individuals Tor gnarding pris^ 
ooen." Sometimes an inhabitant of the town, wlicn em|ilo7ed 
in these meadows, would be seised and carried away by 
individuals from abroad, who laid in wait for the purpose. 
Thus a Mr. Christie, while mowing in a meadow, was suized 
and carried to Haverhill, without being allowed to apprise 
his family of his situation. The next day some of his apparel 
was found in the meadow where he had been at work, and 
he was at length discovered and ressued. 

It also ap|x^ars that civil processes were commenced and 
carried on before the courts in Massachusetts, as they held 
their sessions, at Newburyport and Ipswich, and that certain 
individuals were actually committed to prison under the arrests 
which were made by the claimants in that province. We find 
frequent charges made for attendance at court at Ipswich, also 
•a vote of the town to pay tlie expenses of the individuals 
imprisoned, and to perform for them the necessary wofk 
required on their farms during their imprisonment. 

In June, 1722, three years after the commencement of 
their settlement, the tract of land which they had selected, 
and which heretofore iiad been allied Nuttield, was incorpo- 
rated as a township by the name of Londonderry, in com- 
memoration of the city in and near to which most of them 
had i*esided in their native land. 

The charter conveyed to the proprietors, whose names 
were annexed, amounting at that early day to more than an 
liundre<l, in the name of George the Third, a tract of huid ten 
miles square and duly bounded, and that the same be a town 
incorporate, by the name of Londonderry ; to liave and to 
hold the said land, to the grantees, their heirs and assigns, 
I - upon the following conditions, viz : — 

f ^ That the |)ix>|>rictor8 of every i^hart*., build a dwelling- 
house within three years, and settle a family therein ; and 
that he break up three acres of land, and phuit and sow the 
same witliin four years, and pay his or their proportion of the 
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town charges, when and so often as occasion shall require 
the sainc ; that a mceting-hoasc shall he huilt in four years ; 
that upon the default of any particular proprietor in comply-- 
ing with the condition of this charter on his part, such 
delinquent proprietor shall forfeit his share to Uie other 
proprietors, to he disposed of hy vote of the mfyor part of 
the proprietors; tlie said men and inhabitants rendering 
and paying for the same to us and to our successors, or to 
such olRccr or ofRcers as shall be appointed to receive the 
same, the annual quit-rent, or acknowledgment, of one peek 
of potatoes, on the first day of October, yearly, forever ; 
reserving, also, to our heirs and successors, all mast-trees 
growing on said tract of Londonderry." Afler making 
provision for an annual town-meeting, the charter further 
enacts, ** that on every Wednesday in the week forever, they 
may hold, keep, and enjoy, a market for the buying and 
selling of goods, wares, and merchandise, and various kinds 
of creatures, endowed with the usual privileges, profits, and 
immunities as other market towns fully hold, possess, and 
enjoy, and two Fairs annually, forever ; the first to be held 
and kept within the said town on the eighth day of November 
next, and so annually, forever ; the other on the eighth day of 
May, in like manner. Provided, if it should so happen, that 
at any time cither of these days fall on the Lord's day, then 
the said Fair shall be held and kept the day following it. 
The said Fair shall have, hold, and enjoy the liberties, priv- 
ileges, and immunities as other Fairs in other towns, fully 
possess, hold, and enjoy."* 

The conditions specified in this charter, serve to Uirow 
light on the state of our civil communities at that time, and 
the origin of some practices which prevailed until a recent 
date in this town. The annual pajrmcnt of the peck of pota- 
toes, and tlie reservation of the noblest trees in our forests^ 

* See Appendix. 
6 
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was an admowledgment of the dependence of these pror- 
inoes upon the mother countiy: all grants of lauds and 
privileges were from the crown, and conferred hj goyem- 
ments acting under its appointment and authority. 

In the reign of William, a surveyor of the woods was 
appointed, and acts were passed hy order of the king, in the 
several provinces, for the preservation of the white piues. 
In 1708, a law, made in New IIam|)shire, prohibited the 
cutting of such as were twenty-four inches in diameter at 
twelve inches from the ground, without leave of the sur%'eyor, 
who was instructetl to ^ mark with the broad arrow, those 
which be fit for the use of the navy, and to keep a register 
of them.** From these, and similar restrictions u|)on their 
freedom and indc|)endcnce, the fathers of the Revolution 
sought to free themselves, and their |MMterity ; and by their 
valor and sufferings, they obtained, and conferred on us, the 
rich inheritance which we now enjoy. 

We have here, also, the origin of those annual Fairt^ 
for which the town became distinguitfhcd, and whidi were 
continued until within a few years. The origimil design of 
the Fair was goiMl, and for some yours it wsis of public 
use and convenience, ailunliiig an op|»oitunity to the inlud>- 
itants of this, and the ailjoiniug towns, to meet and excluuige 
coimnodities. It was conducted with unlcr and propriety. 
The assemblage was usually large ;meri:haiitjj t'lxmi Haverhill, 
Sidem, and even Boston, were pi*esent with guods; and 
every variety of home nuuiutacture w:is lun-e colleetc*d. 
The Common was uaually sun-ounded with tents containing 
mercluuidise, and with pens of cattle, siheep, and swine, fur 
sale or excliange. 

The state of society at length dianging, the ixmntry be- 
coming generally settled, stores being nuilliplied, and the 
means of communication with our large towns gre:itly im- 
proved, the Fair l>eeanie of little or no use, wiis soon jior- 
verted from its original design, tmd fur nnuiy years pi*oved a 
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moral nuisance, attracting chiefly the more corrupt portion 
of the community, and exhibiting for succeasive days, each 
year, scenes of vice and folly in some of their worst forms. 

Attempts were consequently made by Uie town, from time 
to time, to regulate the Fmr, and thus correct tlie evil, but 
with little success. 

At their annual meeting in 1798, the following resolution 
and vote were passed by the town : — 

" From the misconduct and disorderly behaviour of most 
of the jM^oplc which frequent the Fair, as now holden, the 
goo<l intention nnd original design are altogether defeated ; 
whereupon enacted, that it shall be confined to two days, one 
day each Spring and Fall, the 19th of May and 19th of 
October, when they do not occur on the Sabbatli. 

" Voted, also, that no booth shall be used after 9 o'clock in 
the evening of said days, for selling merchandise or liquor, 
or furnishing any kind of entertainment, without forfeiting 
and paying a fine of one pound." 

Its final suppression was the result of the temperance 
reformation, as it here prevailed. In 1839, the only public 
house in the village, where the Fair had from the first been 
held, became a strictly temperance tavern ; the bar was 
removed, and no intoxi<!ating drinks were to be obtained in 
the place. A number of persons on assembling at the usual 
time, and finding this to l)e the case, at once withdrew, and 
no traces of the Fair remain in Derry, where for more than 
a cxjutury it had been observed.* 

The settlement being incorporated, and exercising town 
government, many judicious regulations were introduced and 
adopted, for its improvement and good order. 

The settlers were now in a situation to enjoy civil 
and religious privileges, which they had never before pos- 

* At tbo session of the Tx^gislatnre, in Jnnc of the present jcar (1850), 
that pnrt of the charter of the town nuthorizing the holding of Fnirst 
wns repealed. 
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fleasod; and, allhough incxiicrienood in Uie nuuiagenicnl of 
•nch oorporatioiiSy yet haying at llie licad of Uicir aflain 
men of sound judgment and of religious inlegritj, the gor- 
emment was efficient and libcraL 

These corporate townships, as maj here bo oUscr^'Ctl, are 
a peculiar feature in our govemmeiil, and are indvetl essen- 
tial to the existence and preservation of free iiwtitutions. 
Thej sprang, as has been sup|>osed, from tlie form of churcfa 
discipline, originallj introduced into New England, and in 
this, as well as other instances, we may see how much we 
are indebted to the Puritans, not only for the substance, 
but eyen the form of our political and dyil freedom. 

The origin of town organizations was not derived from 
the authority of tlie general court, but from tlie necessity of 
the cose, and the circumstances in which tlie people were 
placed. Their foundation was in the voluntary, thougli tacit 
compact of the proprietors and settlers of the different towna. 
They were associations, in character, like that entered into 
by the Plymouth Pilgrims before they disenibariLcd. Settle- 
ments being mxule in different phiccs, some plan must bo 
adopted for the onlcrly mmiogemeut of their nfl'airs. Taxes 
must be levied, lots of land must be gnuitetl, highways laid 
out, and meetings of the freemen must be had, to nuke 
orders, to appoint subordinate officers, and provide for their 
security and general interests. 

It WHS therefore necessary tluit some form of town govern- 
ment should be established. The inhabitants at first cliose 
several of their princiiud proprietors to manage the affairs 
of the town, who were then styled towntmen. Some years 
aiterwards the number being reduced, and it becoming cus- 
tomary to select three or five only for this purpose, they 
were colled teUctmen, To these men were intrusted the 
principal concerns of the town. Their proceedings, in the 
management of its affairs, were annually brought before a 
meeting of the tgwa for confi^nfttion. 
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As the settlements advanced, and new regulations became 
necessary, statutes were made bj the several provincial 
governments, with permission of the crown, granting or 
recognizing the rights and privileges of towns, and these 
corporations became essential parts of the machinery of the 
colonial, as they Iiave since been of the State governments. 
Other oflicers were added from time to time, as assessors, 
overseers, surveyors, etc., who were annually elected at the 
town-meeting usually held in March. 

The people have always been anlcntly attached to these 
little republics. They have guarded and watched their 
rights with the utmost jealousy. The history of these little 
municipalities, scattered over and covering the surface of 
New England, is closely interwoven with that of our country. 
The licvolution, it is believed, would never have been achieved 
without them, nor would our liberties be long secure. These 
townships 1)cing coin|>oscd entirely of the citizens, without 
any distinction as to rank, property, or outward appendage 
whatever, contain in tliemselves all the elements of a pure 
democracy. ^ They are the schools," as one remarks, <' in 
which young men ore educated for higher ofHces, and in 
which all may l>o taught their duty as citizens. But the 
grcot pur|)ose which they answer, is, that they serve as a 
barrier against the encroachments of the State and federal 
governments." One great danger in every government, is 
the centralization of power, a power controlling not only 
wliat relates to the whole State or Union, as the revenue and 
post-ofDce and military department, but those of a more 
local character, as is the case in all despotic and many of the 
monarchical governments. 

^ To prevent this dangerous result, we liave, in the first 
place, our State governments, and then, what is of far greater 
importance, our town governments, which hold in their hands 
more than nine-tenths of the real power, which, so far as 
they are concerned, belongs to government." 

6* 
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A large proportioo of the real effective legitlatioo, under 
our gOTemmeotyifl performed bj the towns. They raise the 
taxes, support the schools, roads, and bridges, proTide Ibr 
the poor, and direct in whatever pertains to Iheir local inter- 
ests, as well as to the general welfare. 

Thus admirably adapted to the security and prosperity of 
a community, is the simple machinery of town government. 
Under this, Londonderry, like other New Elngland towns, 
has grown up to its present condition, not only sending forth 
colonies for the commencement of other settlements in dif- 
ferent parts of the land, but becoming itself two large and 
prosperous towns. 

The description, drawn by Dr. Belknap, the historian, of a 
desirable town community, has in many, if not all the points^ 
been realized in the towns which have arisen from the early 
settlement of Londonderry. 

^ A town consisting of a due mixture of hills, vanejs, and 
streams of water ; the land well fenced and cultivated ; the 
roads and bridges in good repair; decent inns for the 
refreshment of travellers, and for public entertainment. The 
inhabitants mostly husbandmen ; their wives and daughters 
domestic manufacturers ; a suitable proportion of handicraft 
workmen, and two or three traders ; a physician and a 
lawyer ; a clergyman of good understanding, candid dispo- 
sition, and exemplary monds, — not a metaphysical, nor a 
polemic, but a serious, practical preacher. A schoolmaster, 
who should understand his business, and teach his pupils to 
govern themselves. A social library, annually increasing 
and under good regulations ; a decent musical society ; no 
intriguing politician, horsejockey, gambler, or sot Such a 
situation may be considered as the most favorable to local 
happiness of any which this world can aiTord." 

May these towns, in their future character and situation, 
realize still more fully the picture here presented, and, blend- 
ing the glory of the children with that of the fathers, enlighten 
the dark vista of future years, till time shall be no more. 
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CHAPTER III- 

Traits iv rns cnxRACTBROF the barlt sbttlrrs — marriagb 

CERBUOK1R8, WAKB8, AND FUNERALS — DIVERSIONS — EREOTIOR 
OF A MBBTINO-nOUSB — SCHOOLS — EXTRACTS FROM THE OLt» 
TOWN RECORDS — DWELLIKO-HOOSES — INCORPORATION OF THB 
WEST PARISH — NOTICES OF JOHN AND JASfES FINKBRTON->^ 
INCORrORATION OP WINDHAM AND DERRTFIELD — OLD FRBNCll 
WAR — EMIGRATIONS FROM THE TOWN — PATRIOTIC EBAL OF 
THB INHABITANTS DURING THB WAR OF THB RBYOLUTION — 
RBDELLION OF 1786 — THE TWO TILLAGES — PINKERTON AOAD- 
BMT — ADAMS FEMALE ACADEMY — DITISION OF THE tOWK — 
XMIGRATIONS OF ENGLISH FAMILIES INTO tBB TOWN. 

TiiK cnrly scUlofS of New Hampshire may be diTided 
into four dosses ; those on the Piscatoqua, who came into 
the State for the purpose of fishing and trading ; the Scotch 
settlers at Londonderry ; emigrants from MassachosettSi 
who established themselves on the Merrimack and its tribu- 
taries ; and those who came from Connecticut, and planted 
themselves on the Connecticut river. « 

Each of these divisions of the population, is said to retain 
and exhibit at the present time certain peculiarities, intellec- 
tual, moral, social, and political, which were characteristic of 
the original settlers. This is strikingly the case in regard 
to the Scotch'Irish settlers. The national traits which 
characterized this company of emigrants, were deeply and 
strongly marked. They, and their immediate successors, 
have passed away, but they have left their impress upon the 
generaitons which have succeeded them. Owing to the 
diflferencc in their language, habits, and modes of life, from 
those of tlicir English neighbors, prejudices were early 
imbibed, and unreasonably indulged, against these settlers, 
and many things in their manners and practices were grossly 
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misrcpreflentcd, and falsely reported and believed. Some 
of the inhabitontfl of the adjoining towns, not understanding 
their true origin and character, but 8uii|>osing that, as they 
came from Ireland, they were of the native CuUiolic IrLsh, 
were greatly alarmed, and were anxious to lutve them 
removed from tlieir immediate vicinity, if not ex^ieUud fmm 
the country. 

Although they came to this land from Ireland, where 
their ancestors had a century before planted themselves, yet 
they retained unmixed the national Scotch character. Noth- 
ing sooner offended them, than to be called J^risk, Theur 
antipathy to this appellation had its origin in the hostility 
existing in Ireland between the Celtic race, the native Irish, 
and the English and Scotdi colonists, adverted to in a 
former chapter. 

Mr. Belknap quotes from a letter of Rev. James Mao- 
Gregor to Governor Shute, in whidi he says, ^We are 
surprised to hear ourselves termed Irish people, when we so 
frequently ventured our all, for the British crown and 
liberties, against the Irish Pjipists, and gave all tests of our 
loyalty whicli the government of Ii*uhuid riMjuired, and are 
always ready to do the some when required." 

Between the native Iri^h and the Scotch, who removed 
to IreUuid, there was almost as great a difference in re- 
ligion, morals, intelligence, and language, as exists between 
them and the English. Although the Scotch as a nation 
are plain, frugal, fnuik, and somewhat rough, yet they (los- 
sess a greater vivacity and quickness of |iarts, pro|>ensities 
more social, and stronger sensibilities of uU kinds tluui their 
southern neighbors. They have ever been distinguished for 
their hospitality, their valor, iiriuiiess, and fidelity. No |»eople 
display more faithful and atiectiouote altaclunent to those who 
liave conciliated their good-will ; and few nations have given 
more undeniable proofs of genius in scientific and literary pur- 
suits, or have, throughout past ages, sustained a higher degree 
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of moral and political respectability. This maj be trulj said 
of those who constituted the settlement of Londonderry, and 
their numeroas descendants ; and here no apology will be 
necessary for introducing, with the permission of the author^ 
the concise but just view of the prominent traits in their 
character, as given by a descendant* of these emigrants, on 
a public occasion. Speaking of an interesting branch of this 
colony, he says : << But while the intellect of our people lA 
shown in the number and character of educated men that 
have gone from among them, it is shown still more in their 
general character. I might select many among those whom 
I have personally known, who, if not polished so as to bring 
ont all the shades and rich veins of intellect, have yet been 
Bufllcicntly cultivated to show minds capable of grasping 
strong thoughts, and acting upon the most important inteiv 
csts of public and private life." 

** Tlie next remarkable feature has been courage. It was 
shown by our fathers in Ireland, and has not deserted their 
sons. As a people, they have never shrunk from peril. At 
the first sound of danger, their custom has been to fly to the 
scene of action. So was it in the Indian and French wars« 
So was it afler the news of the battle of Lexington. Many 
instances might be adduced, which would serve to illustrate 
the courage which has been always a prominent feature in 
their character, distinguishing alike their habits of thought, 
of social intercourse, of public and private enterprise. In 
whatever they have undertaken, they have gone forward 
with the same fearless spirit 

^ If at any time a man has had hard thoughts of his 
neighbor, he did not whisper it about in private scandali 
but the ofiender was the first to hear it s there was no secret, 
underhand dealing, but their voices were always loud, thei^ 
gfut erect, their conduct open. 

* Rev. J. H. Morisoti, of Miltoti, Mass. 
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'^ While readj to nuuntaio tlAv own and tlicir neiglibor^d 
rigfatiy thej hayc also, it most be acknowlcil«;Gd, never been 
backward in proclaiming their own merits ; jet they liave 
not been a conceited, boasting race, but men who knew tlicir 
strengtii, who judged correctly of their merit:}, and would not 
suflTer otiiers to destroy or impair their just appreciation. 

** Closely allied to this, was another pruuiiueut trait in 
their duiracter. They were always a high-minded, generous 
people. Tliough poor, they were never mean in spirit. Some- 
times, indeed, a foulish pride hsis been among them. It is 
related of the wife of the oldest John llorison, that when 
her husband was building his first habitation in Londondeny, 
she came to him, and in a manner unusually affeetioiuite, 
said, ' Aweel, aweel, dear Joui, an it maun be a log-hoiise, do 
make it a log heegher nor the lave,' — (tlum the rest.)** 

" But if they have liad a little sprinkling of this spirit, 
they have also been marked by a true loftiness and gen- 
erosity of soul, which, in all tlieir trials, luis not forsaken 
tliem. It mingled with their courage in war, and guided 
their intelligence in politics." ^ In tlieir influence, great or 
small, in high or in low stations, u[>oii the councils of the 
state or naliuii, this |>euple, as a liody, have always been on 
the side of a liberal, generous iK>licy, whatever might be its 
effect ui>on their private interests. 

^Another prominent trait of character, was their ready wit« 
No subject was kept sacred from it ; the thoughtless and the 
grave, the old and the young, alike enjoyed it. Our fathers 
were serious, thoughtful mon, but tlicy lost no oi*casion 
which might promise s|K)rt. Weildings, huskings, log-rollings, 
and raisings, wliat a host of queer btories is connected with 
them! Our ancestoi*s dearly loved fun; there was a gititestjue 
humor, and yet a seriousness, pathos, tuid stnuigcness alnHii 
them, whicli in its way luis perhaps never been excelleil. 
It was the sternness uf tlie Scotcli Covenanter softened by a 
century's residence abroad, amid i>eraecution and trial, wed- 
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dcd there to the comic humor nnd pathos of tlie Irish, and 
then grown wild in the woods, among these our New England 
mountains. I see in them, and their genuine descendants, 
the product of the heaths and highlands of Scotland, with 
their border wars ; of the rich low fields of Ireland, with their 
mirth nnd clubs, modified afresh by the hardships of a new 
settlement, and the growing influence of a free country." 

These traits of character, manifest as they were in that 
portion of the early settlers and their descendants to whom 
those remarks were directly addressed, belonged, with little 
modification, to the whole company of emigrants, and to the 
several colonics which went out from them. But the trait 
most distinguishing their character, and most valuable in its 
influence, was their steadfast adherence to enlightened reli- 
gious principle, and to all the forms and duties of devotion. 
" They were a devout, religious people. With their Pres- 
byterian predilections, confirmed by the inhuman massacres, 
extortions, and wars through which they had passed, their 
first object in settling here was that they might be free in 
their religious faith." And no sooner were they formed 
into a community, than, as we have seen, they organized a 
church, settled a pastor, and commenced and maintained 
under mniiy disadvanlngcs the public services of religion. 
In all their rude dwellings, the morning and evening sacrifice 
of prayer and praise was regularly offered, and the Scriptures 
devoutly read. The omission of such daily acts of devotion, in 
a single family, would, for some years after their settlement, 
have excited alarm, and called for examination. The fol- 
lowing fact may serve as an illustration of the general feeling 
which thus pervaded the community. 

The venerable pastor, being one evening informed that an 
individual was becoming neglectful of family worship, imme- 
diately repaired to his dwelling ; the family had retired ; he 
called up the man, and inquired if the report was true, and 
whether he had omitted family devotion that evening. On 
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hit admitting the fiuslyhiB fidthfiil pMtoryliaTiiig diilj 

iahad him of hia ikulty refiued to leave his iKmae andl he 

had kneeled with his partner, and offered up prayer to God. 

Not only the shorter, hot the larger catechism of the 
Presbyterian church, was regularly committed and recited 
by all, both parents and children. For ncariy a centuij, 
the practice of annual family catecliixing was strictly ob- 
senr^ in the town. Families to the number of dght or tea, 
assembled according to appointment, at some dwelling in 
their respective neighborhoods ; here the pastor met them, 
and, coomiencing with the younger, and proceeding to the 
elder classes, he carefully examined each individual, as to 
his knowledge of this summary of Christian ilEuth and duty. 

Not only was the answer to the question proposed expect- 
ed, but some, if not all, of the Scripture proofs annexed, were 
required. By means of this catechetical instruction, with 
their habitual attendance upon divine ordinances, and thdr 
devout readings of the Scriptures, and some of the best 
standard authors in divinity of the seventeenth century, they 
became firmly established in the great and essential truths 
of revelation, and were well fonilic«l against the encroadi- 
ments of error. As an illustration of this, and of the happy 
effect of such religious training, is the fad^ that, for an 
hundred years af^er its settlement, no religious meeting was 
held; or sermon preached, in this town, except by a Presby- 
terian or Congregational minister. The practice of thus 
assembling by families was laid aside, in consequence, 
mainly, of the emigration to the town of those wlio had not 
been thus trained, and were, consequently, unpre|)ared for 
such an exercise, and the recitations of the catechism were at 
length confined exclusively to cbildren and youth, either 
at their dwellings, when visited by the pastor, or at the 
schoolroom, — tbey being long regarded by this peo)>le, and 
by the inhabitants of New England in general, indispensable 
at school, as a weekly exercise at least. 
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But while these excellences of character are acknowledged, 
and their influence is to this day manifest in their descendants, 
they had their weaknesses and their errors. Many of their 
customs were decidedly ohjectionahlc, as their marriage cere- 
monies, their wakes or watcliings with the dead, and their 
funeral solemnities. On these occasions, ardent spirit was 
early introduced and freely used, and was not unfrequently 
productive of scenes most painful. ** But these practices,** 
to adopt the language of one, to whom reference has already 
been made, *<woro doubtless of Irish origin, and not the 
offspring of Scotland, whose inhabitants are uniformly distin- 
guished for their sobe r, regular habits But what clung to 
them in Ireland, the disposition to humor, rioting, and laugh- 
ter, was only on the surface, playing there and varying the 
outlines of the countenance, while the strong granite features 
of Scotland were fixed deep in the soul. The unbending 
puqK)So, the lofty prhicipic, the almost haughty adherence to 
what flicy believed true, and high, and sacred, resting on a 
religious basis, was the real substance of their character. 
They had foibles, they had weaknesses and errors ; but well 
may it be for us, if the refinements of a more advanced soci- 
ety, and a more liberal culture, should serve to give grace, 
beauty, and light to the same strong powers of thought ; the 
same courage, though in a different sphere ; the same gen- 
erous elevation of soul ; the same vivacity ; and above all, 
tlie same deep, thoughtful, religious principle that belonged 
to them." 

It was such domestic scenes and habits, and such devotional 
exercises as the poet of Scotland has so beautifully depicted 
in his ^ Cotter's Saturday Night," which, as transferred by 
this company of emigrants to this land, gave such distinction to 
their Hcttlement, and rendered it so prosperous and benefi- 
cial in its infiucnce upon the community. 

As many of their customs and practices have passed away, 
and even the recollection of them will soon be gone, it may 
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be wen, in this historical Bketch, to preterve sndi memoriab 
MB now remain. 

The following description of the marriage ceremonj, as 
witnessed in his earij dajs, is furnished bj an aged deseend- 
ant of one of the fint families which formed the settlement 

These occasions were celebrated with the strongest demon- 
strations of joj. When two persons were about to be united 
in wedlock, it was customaiy for the gentleman, in company 
with the father of the lady, or some one of her nearest 
connections^ to go to the minister of the town and request 
publishment ; this, the minister more usually employed the 
clerk of the parish to perform, but sometimes did it himself. 
In the mean time, preparations were made for a sumptuoos 
entertainment The guests were all invited at least three 
days before the wedding, it being considered an nnpaidoiH 
able affront, to receive an invitation only a day previous. 

The bridegroom selected one of his intimate friends for 
the ^ best man," who was to officiate as master of the cer- 
emony, and the bride likewise one of her companions, as 
^ best maid." The morning of the mArriogCHlay was ushered 
in with the discharge of musketry, iu the res|>ective neigiibor- 
hoods of the persons who were to be united. Tliis practice 
it seems originated in Ireland, in consequence of the Catbc^cs 
having been, ofler the Revolution, deprived of the use of fire- 
arms. The Protestants, proud of the superior privilege which 
they then enjoyed, mode a display of their warlike instru- 
ments on all public occasions. Seldom was a respectable man 
married without his sword by his side. At the appointed 
hour, the groom proceeded from his dwelling with his select 
friends, male and female ; about half way on their progress 
to the house of the bride, tlicy were met by her select male 
friends ; and, on meeting, eacli coni[>any made choice of one of 
their number to " run for the bottle " to the bride's house. 
The champion of the race who returned first with the bottle, 
gave a toast, drank to the bridegroom's health, and, having 
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passed round the boUle, the whole party proceeded, salated 
by the firing of maskets from the houses they passed, and 
answering these salutes with pistols. When arrived at the 
bride's residence, the bridegroom's company were placed 
in an apartment by thcmseWes, and it was considered an act 
of im|)olitcncBs for any one of the bride's company to intrude. 
When the ceremony was to commence, tlie '* best man ** first 
introduced the bridegroom ; then, entering the bride's apart* 
mcnt, led her into the room, and, placing her at the right 
hand of her '' intended," took his station directly behind, as 
did the " best maid." The minister commenced the marriage 
service with prayer ; on requesting the parties to join hands, 
each put the right hand behind, when ^le glove was drawn 
off by tlio best man and maid. Their hands being joined, 
the marriage covenant was addressed to them, with appro- 
priate remarks on the nature and responsibilities of the 
connection tlius formed. Having concluded with another 
prayer, he requested the groom to salute his bride, which being , 
done, the minister performed the same ceremony, and was 
immediately followed by the male part of the company ; the 
females in like manner saluted the bridegroom. 

The ceremony being concluded, the whole company sat 
down to the entertainment, at wliicli the best man and best 
maid presided. Soon afler the entertainment, the room was 
cleared for the dance and other amusements, ^and the 
evening," remarks our aged informant, kindling at the re- 
collection of by-gone scenes, '' was spent with a degree of 
pleasure of which our modem fashionables are perfectly 
ignorant." 

The foregoing is a brief sketch «f a Scotch-Irish wedding, 
as usually witnessed. But there was another form of mar- 
riage which became somewhat fashionable. 

For some years previous to the Revolution, the governor 
of New Hampshire, appointed by the crown, was authorized 
to grant licenses for marriage, as a means of augmenting his 
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salaiy, which was in those days smalL He was allowed 
two crowns for each license which he signed. This yielded 
a considerable revenue, as facilities were thus aflbnled for 
clandestine marriages, which often produced serious eTib. 
The ministers of this town opposed the practice ; and it was 
regarded by the church as a subject of discipline, as several 
instances on the records of the church clearly show ; bat 
thcro wero ministers wlio approved of this mode of marrying, 
and furnished themselves with licenses from the governor, to 
be filled out by them as occasion might require. 

This was the case with the Rev. Mr. Flaggy of Chester, to 
whom those who wished to be married witliout publishment 
would resort from tlii^and other towns. Hence such marriages 
were usually termed in tliis community ^ Flagg marriages.* 
Several elopements and marriages took place in this way by 
persons of this town, some of a romantic character. In one 
case, the fiarties had been published, and the day of marriage 
«had arrived ; all arrangements wero made, and the bride's 
company hod left her house to meet the bridegroom, as beforo 
descrilHMl. In the mean time another gentleman rode up to 
the door : the horse being proviiKnl with a jiillion, she imme- 
diately mounted behind him and dcimrted, and, beforo the 
intended bridegroom had readied her father^s dwelling, she 
was the wife of another. Sueli instances crcated a strong 
sensation in the community, and rendered them still more 
tenacious in their ndheroncc to their ancient customs in this 
resfiect. 

Tlieir funoml observances were of a character, in some 
respects, {>eeuliar. When deuth entered their community, 
and one of their number was removed, there was at once a 
cessation of all labor in the neighborhood. The |>eopIc gath- 
ered together at the house of mourning, and during the 
earlier periods of the settlement, observed a custom which 
they had brought with them from Ireland, called the *^ wake," 
or watching with the dead, from night to night, until the 
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interment These night scenes often exhibited a miztare of 
seriousness and of humor which appear incompatible. The 
Scriptures would be read, prayer offered, and words of coun- 
sel and consolation administered ; but ere long, according to 
established usage, the glass, with its exhilarating beverage, 
must cii*culate freely ; so tliat, before the dawn, the joke and 
the laugh, if not scenes more boisterous, would ** break in 
upon the slumbers of the dead." 

At the funeral, whatever might have been the age, the 
character, or condition of the deceased, the assemblage would 
be large. Every relaUvc, however distant the connectioni 
must surely be present, or it would be regarded as a 
marked neglect; and it was expected that all the friends and 
acquiuntance of the deceased, within a reasonable distance, 
would attend. Altliough funeral sermons were seldom if 
ever delivered on the occasion, yet there would be usually 
as large a congregation as assembled on the Sabbath. Pre- 
vious to the prayer, spirit was handed around, not only to the 
mourners and bearers, but to the whole assembly. Again, 
after prayer, and before the coffin was removed, the same was 
done. Nearly all would follow the body to the grave, and 
usually the greater number walked. Processions, from a 
third to a half a mile in length, were not unfrequent At 
their return, the comforting draught was again administered, 
and ample entertainment provided. Many a family became 
embarrassed, if not impoverished, in consequence of the heavy 
expenses incurred, not so much by the sickness which pre- 
ceded the death of one of its members, as by the funeral ser- 
vices as then observed, and which as they supposed respect 
for the dead required. 

Their diversions and scenes of social intercourse were of 
a diaracter not the most refined and cultivated ; displaying 
physical rather than intellectual and moral powers, — such 
as boxing-matches, wrestling, foot-races, and other athletic 
exerdses. At all public gatherings, the ^ ring *^ would be 

7* . 



78 HI8T0ET OF LOHDOHDSKRT. 

usaally formed ; and the combatanU, in the presence of neigfa- 
borsy brothers, and even fathersy would encounter each other 
in dose-fighty or at arms-length, as the prescribed form mi^i 
be ; tlius giving and receiving the well-directed blow, ontil 
the face, limbs, and bodj of each bore the marks of almost 
savage brutality. All this was done, not in anger, or from 
unkind feeling towards each other, but simply to Icsi the 
superiority of strength and agility. 

The females, also, had their social interviews ; but they 
were unUke parties of modem times, maiked by cold formal- 
ity, or ceremonious politeness, and by the exhibidon and ^s- 
play of costly attire and finery. They would assemble from 
time to time at each other's dwellings, carrying with them 
the small wheel and the flax, and spend a long half day in 
social talk and diligent labor, combining in the happiest man- 
ner pleasure and profit. 

The Scotch-Irish Imve been distinguished for their wit 
and quickness of retort. Their repartees were often in a 
high degree sarcastic as well ns humorous. The mitlior had 
purposed to collect tuid insert a few anecdotes as illustrutive 
of this trait of characlcr, and which might also serve to 
enliven the historic details which chiefly compose this work. 
But iu attempting it, he was soon reminded of on incident 
connected with the delivery of an election sermon, by Rev. 
Dr. Morrison, before the New Hampshire legislature. The 
legislature having voted to publish the discourse, and Imving 
specified the number of copies to be printetl, a member of 
the boily moved for on oddilioual number, ^'providetl they 
would also print the brogue" It was this, that oflen gave 
peculiar force and pungency to what was uttered : but this 
we cannot print. 

Such were the traits which characterized the settlers of 
Londonderry, and their immediate desccndsmts. The sub- 
stantial elements of their character well deserve attention, 
and long may they be cherished and perpetuated by their 
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posterity. '^ Their faults — and faults thej had — partly be- 
longed to the times, but were more the effect of strong feel- 
ings without the advantages of early discipline. At the same 
time, they had in them the rudiments of a real refinement, 
— warm, kind, and gentle feelings ; and specimens of polite- 
ness were found among them worthy of the patriarchal age. 

They have indeed long since passed away, but they have 
lefl their impress upon the generations which have succeeded 
them. Forever honorcil be their names, forever clierished 
their memories ; not only by those who dwell on the spot 
planted by their hands, but by their numerous and wide- 
spread descendants ; of whom it may truly be said, ^ The 
glory of children is their fathers." 

Many, indeed, of their descendants in the several profes- 
sions, and in the various walks of public and private life, 
have sustained characters of distinguished excellence, and 
filled some of the highest offices — literary, military, civil, 
and sacred — in the country. TVe can name those descend- 
ing from this company of emigrants, who have held seats in 
the American Congress, who have presided in our higher 
seminaries of learning, who have filled places in our State 
council and senate, who have signalized themselves by mili- 
tary achievements, who have sustained the chief magistracy 
of the Commonwealth, and who have been distinguished as 
ministers of the gospel. 

The growth of the settlement was very rapid, and the 
early settlers received frequent accessions to their number. 
Tlieir fellow-countrymen, then in America, flocked to join 
them, while emigrants from Ireland, on their arrival in New 
England, mostly sought a residence in the colony here es- 
tablished ; so that, as we have seen, the number of families 
increased in a few months from sixteen to seventy, and the 
population continued to augment in such a degree, that, at its 
incorporation, three years after its commencement, tlie sev- 
eral lots into which the town had been divided, were mostly 
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taken op, and families planted thronghoat its ▼ariont 
tiona. 

Although thej did not at fint obtain an act of incorporation 
as a township, yet, reoeiying the protection of goyenunent^ 
and the benefits of law, thejr proceeded to organise them- 
selves into a ciyil community, and to appoint suitable officers 
for the due management of its concerns, and the promoti o n 
of its interests. Tlieir first regular meeting for the transae- 
tion of town business, was held November 9, 1719. 

^ The town voated Mr. James McKeen for Moderator. On 
the said day, was voated for Town Clerk, John Goffe." 

^ At an adjourned meeting, November 20th, 1719. 

^ The Town voated, thai seven men should be chosen as a 
committee for the managing of the publidL afiain of this 
town, and the names of the members arc as followeth : David 
CSargil, James McKeen, James Gregg, Bobari Wier, John 
Morison, Samuel Graves, and John Goffe." 

This committee, in tlie laying out and disposal of the lots, 
agreed that the first settlers, to the number of twenty, should 
each have an additional lot to dispose of to any person whom 
they should sec cause to settle on it. This act of the oonunittee 
occasioned much dissatisfaction.* Tlie town, at a meeting 
in July, 1720, ^ Voted to refer the whole matter to the Gen- 
eral Court, at their next session at the Bank," that is, Ports- 
mouth, that place being originally called Strawberry Bank. 

In October following, Lieutenant-governor Weutworth 
visited the town for the purpose of adjusting tliis and other 
difficulties. Ho ordered that " Ensign BUiir, John MacNeil, 
and Hugh Montgomery, should be joined to the committee 
in the management of the public affairs of tlie town ;" and it 



* From this roto it oppeart, that uUhough but sixteen fumilies firat look 
possession of the groand sclcctctl for a settlement, tliey were very soon 
joined by four otbert, making the twenty who claimed and rcccired 
these additional lots as the first settlers, namely, John On-gg, Joho 
Qoffe, Ellas Keyet, and Joseph Simonds. 
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was ordered by Uie goyemor, that they should have full 
powers to lay out the highways in this town, ^ the wayes to 
be laid out, not to be under four rods wide.** This direction 
was, however, very generally neglected, so that most of the 
roads were not more than two rods wide. 

Such was the regard of this people to the institutions of the 
gospel, that they no sooner obtained a title to the soil, and 
were organized into a township, than they began, notwith- 
standing their rmlmrrnssed circumstances, to make arrange- 
ments for the erection of a house of worship, in order to the 
more convenient enjoyment of Christian privileges. We 
find in the town records the following minutes in regard to 
its erection. 

At a general town meeting, June 8, 1720, '< On the day 
nlwve said, the Town vonted that their shall be a small 
house built tliat may be convenient for the inhabitants to 
meet in for the worship of God, and that it shall be built as 
sune as it can with conveniency ; allso tliat the house shall 
be built as near the senter of the one hundred and five lots, 
as can be with conveneance." 

At a general town meeting, June 29, 1720, ^ The town 
then voatcd tliat the meeting-house shall be built within 
seven rhods of a black stake set up eitJier upon or near unto 
Mr. McGregor's lotL" 

" January y« 11th, 1720-21. At a general Town meeting 
it was voated, that a meeting-house shall be built in this town 
as specdely as may be, and that the above said house shall 
be fifty feet in length, forty five feet broad, and so high as 
may be conveneant for one set of galeryes." ^ On the day 
aforesaid, voated that two men be chosen as a committee to 
agree with the carpenter, and other afiairs relaiting to said 
house. The members chosen for said committe are Mr. 
James McKeen, and Mr. Samuel More." 

The house was raised and finished the following year ; and 
thus, in a little more than two years from their settlement 
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here in the wflderneaB, Uiej dedicated to the tenrioe of God 
a coayeaieiit and well-finLihod houae of wonhip^ while thcj 
constructed their own houses of logs ; regarding not, as manj 
do, their own private gratification and convenience, to the 
n^lect of the divine honor and the interests of the sool, — 
** dwelling in their own ceiled houses, while the house of 
God u negiected." • 

In this undertaking, attended as it must have hecn at that 
early period with very consideruhle expense, on account 
of the difficulty of obtaining the requisite materials, they 
were kindly aided by Governor Wentworth, and other hener- 
olent gentlemen in and near Portsmouth. 

The house of worship thus erected, was situated a few feet 
north of the spot occupied by the present house. A more 
pleasant and favorable location could not have been selected 
within the limits of their township. In thb house they con- 
tinued to worship nearly fifty years, until 1769, when a new, 
more capacious, and better finished one was erected. 

Tbe men who laid the foundation of this community were 
mindful, not only of the religious interests of themselves and 
families, but also of the nicuns of education. In 1723, a 
schooliiouse was built upon the Common, near the meeting- 
house. It was of logs, and but sixteen feel long and twelve 
wide. In this humble building commenced the education of 
those who were, in after years, distinguished for their attain- 
ments and usefulness. In 1725, only six years after tlieir 
settlement, it was ^ Voted in town meeting, tliat there sliould 
be a school in each quarter of the town six niontlis in a year, 
if suitable instructors could be pi-ocured.*** 

* The followiog arc the names of some of the early school-teachers 
employed in the town, namely, Robert Morrison, Eleanor Aiken, John 
Bamett, W. Harvey, and Archibald Wicr were employed in 1785; 

John Wilson, William Wallace, Ezckiel Steele^ and Blorton, in 

1733; Thomas Boycs, Francis liryan, and Goodall in 1735; 

Mattliew Campbell, Thomas Bacon, William McNeil, and John 
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In thiB early and prompt attention to the means of educa- 
tion, we mark the wisdom and foresight of these men. They 
sought to found the prosperity of their community on the 
cultivation of the mind, as well as on the improvement of the 
heart. SjiowledgCy as well as piety, were in their view 
essential to tlie mmntenancc of civil and religious institutions, 
if not to the attainment of salvation. They had while in their 
native land given no countenance to the popish dogma, that 
ignorance is the mother of devotion. They were hy no 
means an uninformed pcoi)le. They were not only imbued 
early with religious truth, but favored with common school 
education, whidi was at tliat time more generally enjoyed in 
Scotland, and the north of Ireland, than in England. The 
great proportion of them could read and write, while a few 
were more highly educated. This early attention to educa- 
tion has not declined in the community they established. 
Xhe regard whidi has been paid to learning by the inhabi- 
tants of Londonderry, appears from the literary institutions 
here established, and from the number and character of their 
educated men, who will be more particularly noticed here- 
afler. 

To meet the expenses of the settlement, it was voted in 
town meeting, March 25, 1721, that ^ all the lots in this 
town be rated thirty shillings per lott, from the first settle- 
ment thereof unto this present day.** 

As the lots assigned to the proprietors, by the men chosen 
to manage the pnidcntial affairs of the town, were not of 
like value, considerable difficulty arose in equalizing the 
claims of the settiers. In order to an a^ustment of these 
difficulties, and to secure to each an equivalent for any defect 

Ettyrcs in 1736; Mary McNeil, Danid Todd, and V^illiam McNeil in 
1737. 

The amount of money expended Tor schools in 1725, was £36, 48. 
The amount assessed for ministers* rates in 1726, was X98, 12s. Id.; in 
1727, it was £128, 16s. 5d. 
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in their respective lota, a special oomniittce was appointed^ 
consisting of James Gregg, Samuel Graves, and Thomas 
Steele, and a vote passed, ** that all persons thai have a mind 
to complain of their lots maj repair to the three men above 
named, paying them for their tame ; they are hj them to have 
their lots valued, and a recompense made them according to 
their want, provided they make their complauit by the lUth 
of May next ensuing, and no allowance after that time.* 

Although, as a people, they valued the gospel, and readily 
made self-denying efforts for the support of its institutions, 
yet there were individuals at that early day, as thane have 
been since, who were not disposed to pay their just propor- 
tion of the expense thus incurred. Hence, we find thai at a 
meeting, January 22, 1721-2, ** in order to take some proper 
methods for giting in the minister's salary, ordered thai a 
list be drawn forth of the arrears, and tlie town derk to 
annex a warrent thereto, in order to the constables distrain* 
ing those persons that neglect or refuse to pay their rates to 
the minister." 

Tlie following entry is upon their town book, and may 
serve to exhibit the cliaracter of their financial concerns : 
<^The town of Nutfield has raised, this present year, 1721, 
by the committee, 15 shillings per lot, whidi amounts to 
£81, Os, Od; and it has been disposed of in the following 
manner ; also, £15, 0, 0, received of Giluiorc,for half a lot 
sold by ye town ; also, £5, 0, 0, received of the governor, 
of ye town's money, and £11 i>ounds due from Constable 
Wear to the town ; in all, £112, 0, 0." 

In the disbursement of this sum, as sitocificd in the town 
accounts, we fuul the following items : — 
^ To Alexander Nicols, fur his going down for the 

elements of the sacrament, .... £0, 10, 
" To James McNeel, for going to the Bank (i. e. 

Portsmouth) on the town business, . . 1, 5, 
" To Arch. Clendenen, for work at Mr. McGregor's, 1, 1, 
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" To Robert Wear, for carrying the prisoners to the 
Bank, calling the court, a constable staff and 

cliarges at Chester, 2, 8, 

^ For the charges of the prisoners at his house^ 0, 4, 6 
** To Mr. McKecn, when he went to Uie Sessions at 
the Bank, when he got tlie promise of a gift to 
the town towards the building of the meeting- 
house, I 0, 19, 6 

** To I^fr. IMcOrcgor and Mr. McKecn, when Uicy 

went to Governor Usher, 0, 10, 9 

" To Daniel l^IcFec, for going to tlie Bank with the 

prisoners, and making the town stock of bullitSi 0, 14, 
'* To James Alexander, for lead, . • . 0, 2, 
'^ To James McNcel, for going to the Bank for the 
money the gentlemen at the Bank promised to 
bestow on the town, towards building the meet- 
ing-house, 2, 10, 

'*To the Commissioners that go to the Bank on 

account of the town grant or charter, . . 0, 7, 0." 
The following entry may also show the simplicity and 
economy of those times, in regard to public expenses. ^ At 
a general town mectiag, January ye 19, 1719, the town 
voted, that seven men should be chosen as a committee for 
the viewing and laying out of lots and meadows ; and that 
the above committee shall have four sliillings per day for 
their work." » 

"March 24, 1721-2. 
'* The committee being met, and having cast up how many 
daycs they have set upon the public affairs of this town, and 
finding it to be 20 dais to six of said committee, and ten dais 
to Joseph Simons. And the committee agreed to take their 
pay in work from the town." 

It appears from the records of the town, that there were 
three grand divisions of its lands, and tliat each proprietor 
received a lot in each of these separate divisions. 

8 
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The individiial who undertook the finishing of the 
ing-honsey was one Jeremiah Osgood, and, as it appears, he 
found it a losing joh. 

^At a town meeting, March ye 5, 1722. Voted, that 
Jeremiah Osgood shall have a tract of land allowed him, in 
the common lands in this town, as a consideration fur his loss 
in his work about the meeting-house in this, town." 

^ Voted, that the said Jeremiah Osgood sliall also have 
one hundred acres in satisfaction for his work.** 

^ On the said day the town voted, tliat tlie fairs and mar- 
kets shall be held at the mceting-lioiise." 

^ Voted, that tlie pound shall be made bj the meeting- 
house ; that it shall be built tliis spring, before June Dezi 
ensuing." 

'^ At a town meeting, October, 1723. Voted, that all per- 
sons who shall do any work for the town, shall be allowed 
two shillings and sixpence, and no more, i>er day. 

^ Voted at the above meeting, that the select-men sliall have 
power to take what methods they shall think fit, for the secur- 
ing the fishery at Amoskeag." 

As lumber for building was much ncedetl by the settlors, 
they took iuuncdiate measures to have a &;iw-uiill erected. 
A fall in the stream issuing fix>m Beaver l^oud, very near 
the centre of the town, afforded sufficient water power, and 
formed a good site both for a siiw-mill and a grist-mill. 

Accordingly, on the seventeenth of June, 1719, <* The town 
ordered a saw-mill to lie built on Boaver Uiver, and the 
tenor of their agreement with the undcrtakei's, viz. Hubert 
Boyes, James Gregg, Samuel Gmvcs, and Joseph Sinioiids, 
is as followcth : the alx)vc named have obliged themselves to 
build a saw-mill iifKin Bei^^'er river, to be ready some time 
in the month of Scptemlier, and that the said stremn is 
granted to the above named men, and a lot of land to them 
and their heirs forever, only the above named James Gregg 
shall have full privilege to build a grist-mill upon the said 
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strcnniy that is to say, upon Beaver river ; and that the said 
Saniucl Graves, Robert Boyes, Joseph Simonds, and James 
^i^ggt sliall have tlie prevelidge of the said stream from the 
foot of the falls to the upper end of beaver pond." This 
privilege of a mill stream was subsequently confirmed in the 
charter ** particularly, to James Gregg and John Grofie, for 
their good services in promoting the settlement of the town." 

The next year, 1720-1, the committee intrusted with the 
mnnagement of the public affairs of the town, << being peti- 
tioned to by William Aiken, John Bell, Andrew Todd, John 
Wallis, James Aiken, and Benjamin Wilson, for the grant of 
a stream or brook, which commonly goes by the name of 
Aikcn*s brook, in onler to the setting up of a saw-mill there- 
on, and also one acre of land adjoining to said brook, that 
will lie convenient for a yard to said mill. The committee 
having taken it into consideration, and thinking that it may 
lend to the pubtirk good of this town to have more mills set 
up in it, granted their request, and by virtue of the power 
and trust committed to them, secured to the petitioners the 
said stream or brook, on the condition that what boards they 
should liave to dispose of, the inhabitants of this town shall 
have the nrfusal of, at the rate of thirty shillings per thou- 
sand, and sawing, at fiAccn shillings per thousand." 

This mill was on tlie site of the one now occupied by Mr. 
Home. In the following year, a grist-mill was erected by 
James Gregg, in what is now the lower village, and a lot of 
land secured to him in consequence by the town, of wliich we 
liave the following minute in their town records. ** The town 
voated that Mr. James Gregg shall have his grist-mill lot 
laid out to him upon the south side of beaver river." 

A few years after, another grist-mill was erected on the 
stream which empties into Beaver Fond, near its mouth, and 
which for more than a century has been owned and improved 
by the descendants of John McMurphy, Esq. Until the 
erection of these mills, the inhabitants were subject to great 
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inconvenience in obtaining their meaL Oxen and hones 
not being yet common among them, manj were obliged lo 
cany their grain upon their shoulders, a distance of some 
miles, to be ground. In some families, the hantl-mill, of 
which we read in Scripture, was used. The stones are now 
occasionally seen among the relics uf tlie aiioicnt dwelliiigii. 
They were usually turned, as in Judea of old, by two women. 

By means of the saw-mills, which were soon in operaUon, the 
people were much aided in procuring materials for bnikling. 
The log huts in which they had at first resided, soon gave place 
to sub6tantial framed-houses, many of them two stories high. 
They were usually aflcr the same model, and by no means 
in accordance with modem notions of economy in the saving 
of fuel, or of convenience in the performance of household 
labor. The Rev. Mr. MacGregor's house was the first 
erected ; it is now standing, and is a fair representation of 
the style of the better dass of tlieir dwelling-houses ; two 
stories in front and one story in the rear. Tlie internal con- 
struction was unifumily the some. There were two large 
front rooms, the kitchen was buck, extending neariy across 
the house, with ample " dressers," and u sink at one end, and 
a bedroom at the other. 

The fireplace in tlie kitchen extended nearly a tliird of the 
length of the room. It was four or five feet high, with jambs 
sufiiciently spacious to contain logs two or three feet in diam- 
eter, and eight feet long. Back in the comer of the fireplace 
was a capacious oven, while in both comers, under the cliim« 
ney, was room for benches, which were the usual seats for 
the children. 

These large kitchens, none of which remain in their orig* 
inal form, contributed much to the domestic enjoyment of the 
early settlers. Not only the members of the household, 
usually large in those days, but the collections of neighbors, 
which were then frequent, would form an evening circle 
around the blazing heart li, productive, perhaps, of more sub- 
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stantial (if not equally refined) pleasure, than is now expe- 
rienced in social parties. The one-storj framed buildings, 
resembled In all respects those just described, except in the 
want of the two square front-chambers. 

In their out-door arrangements, their bams, out-houses, 
fields, and fences, the earlj settlers manifested a negligence^ a 
want of skill, taste, and good husbandry, rarely to be witnessed 
in the town at this time. In all these particulars there has 
been a very markc<l advance. They felt not the need of agri- 
cultural improvements. The soil was rich, and productive, 
their wants comparatively few, and their time necessarily oc- 
cupied in making their first clearings, laying out and fencing 
their fields and roads, and rendering their situation comfort- 
able. They lal)ored — others have entered into their labors. 

Being now duly organixcd as a township ; their lots as- 
signed, and many of tlicm under improvement ; a meeting- 
house well finished, and an able and acceptable pastor settled 
over them ; tlie settlement rapidly rose in character, in num- 
bers, and importance. The population increased not only 
by births but by emigration. 

The first person bom in Londonderry was Jonathan Mor- 
rison, son of John and Margaret Monnson ; who was bom 
Sept 8, 1719. The second, was James McKeen, Jr. Theur 
birtlis were not far apart, <'and there was much anxious 
expectation," says a venerable man, now living, Judge 
McKeen of New York, who personally knew the rivals, 
'* which mother's son should obtain the prize of a farm or lot 
of land, which was to be assigned to the first-born son of 
Londonderry." 

John Morrison removed after a few years to Peterborough, 
and became the ancestor of many of Uie more distinguished 
characters who nave originated from that town, among whom 
was the lion. Jeremiah Smith. 

His son Jonathan, to whom we have referred, became dis- 
tinguished as a mechanic, being the first, and for a consider- 

8« 
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able time the oolj one in Peterboroogh. He was, ai itated 
in the centenary diaooane deliycred in that town, ^ a mill- 
Wright, a blacksmithy a carpenter, a jKHne-jmner, a stone- 
cntter, a gun-maker, and had the reputation of being really 
a workman at all these trades. He was a man highly gifted, 
distinguished for quickness of parts, great ingenuity, and 
generous in the extreme. lie removed from Feterboroagh 
to Vermont, and died about the year 1778." 

The first marriage in Londonderry was that of John Wafis 
and Annis Barnard, by the Rev. Mr. MacGrcgor, May 18, 
1721. 

The second, was tluit of John Bamctt and Joan Scaford, (?) 
by Mr. MacGrcgor, Nov. 2, 1721. 

John Crombie and Joun Rankin, were married on the 
17th of Nov. 1721. 

The Arst person who died in the town was John (3ark, 
January 13, 1720-1. 

The next whose death is recorded is Mary Leslie^ the 
wife of James Leslie, who died April 8, 1722. 

The spot selected by this company as the lost resting-place 
on earth for themselves aud their descendants, was the lot 
which has ever since been occupied as a cemetery. Ileie 
reposes the dust, not only of those who first took possession 
of the township, but of hve generations who have followed 
them to tlie house appointed for ai^ the livuig. ^ A wtdk," 
8ay%a late visitor of the place, ^ through its crowded grave- 
yard, through the moss-covered • stones, marking the S|K>ts 
whieli contain the remnants of men of former days ; the fre- 
quency with which the same name occurs, as in long lines of 
tomb-stones families seem to re|>ose together, shows tluit this 
people have dwelt alone, and not mingled with others." This 
remark applies to the earlier generations. 

The land thus occupied as a graveyard, together with the 
Common, on which the meeting-house stands, was conveyed 
as a gift to the town, by Robert MacGrcgor, for these pub- 
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lie purposes, in 1729.* As death multiplied its trophies 
from one generation to another, the place originallj assigned 
for the dead, containing about three acres, became too limited 
for their reception, and was enlarged in 181 G, and again in 
1846 ; so that the inclosure now contains twice the original 
area. 

On October 29, 1729, there was an earthquake, the severest 
ever known in New England, causing the earth to quake 
with a terrible noise, and producing the greatest imaginable 
terror. It happened at ten o'clock in the evening. The 
heavens were clear, the atmosphere perfectly calm, and the 
moon was shining in her brightness. Mr. MacGregor, feel- 
ing for his beloved flock, at once arose and prepared |o go 
among them. He was reminded that his familj needed hiff 
presence at home. *' O," said he, ** I have a still greater fam* 
i\y, which I must care for." As he was hnstening to their 
dwellings, lie met numbers of them simultaneouslj flocking 
to his own house, that thej might receive from him counsel 
and consolation in the hour of alarm. The shock esctended 
several hundred miles, its greatest force being displayed at 
Newbury, Muss., only twenty miles from Londonderry, where 
tlio earth opened in several phiccs. A general seriousness 
followed. In many towns, numbers were awakened and 
hopefully converted, a reformation of morals was visible, fam- 
ily prayer was more generally attended, and great additions 
were made to many churclies. 

The settlement continuing to receive accessions from Ire* 
land, and elsewhere, was so increased in its population, that, 
as early as 1730, but eleven years from its commencement, 
a iietition was presented at a town meeting, by sundry per- 
sons in the westerly part of the township, <' to be set off, as a 
parish, for the better enjoyment of religious privileges." 

The petition was at this time refused, but being from time 
to time renewed, the request was, in 1735, granted by the 

* See Appendix. 
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towDy and aboot aixtj families became a distinei rdj g ioM 
•ocietj, known bj the name of the West Parish of Loodo a" 
deny, in distinction from the original society, afterwuds 
nsoallj stjled the First, or East Parish. 

Previous to this diyision of the town into parishes, or about 
the time of it, a meeting-house was built on the hiU, near 
what is now usually termed *^ the old gravejaid." No aiwionnt 
of tlie erection of this house appears on any town or parish 
records. The probability is, tluU it was built by certain indi- 
viduals, in anticipation of the formation of a new parish, and 
as a means of securing that object It was also supposed by 
those engaged in its erection, that this would be the centnl 
point Jn the new parish, and the place of worship. But ctr- 
cumstanoes occurred which served to 'fix the location dee* 
where. Rev. David MacGregor, son of the first minister, 
about this time received license to preach the gospeL He 
possessed distinguished gifts, and gave high promise of future 
acceptableness and usefulness as a minister of Christ. The 
second jMirish liud selected liim, in cose of their organisation 
by the Gcncrul Court, 08 tlieir future ]uistor. A number of 
families in tlie e:ist part of tlie town, fniiu strong attachment 
to Mr. MacGregor as the son of* their first minister, to whom, 
also, many of them were relatives, and being not fully satisfied 
with liev. Mr. Davidson, who had been recently settled as 
pastor of the first religious society, made application to 
become members of the new parish, and were received. 
Residing, as they mostly did, east of the old or first meeting- 
house, their influence was such as to induce tlie West parish 
to locate their house of worship at the Aiken's Range, more 
than a mile cost of the house which had been built for that 
purpose. 

This of course greatly disoficcted many who resided west 
of this spot. They therefore withdrew from the new, and 
reunited with tlie old |)arish. Hence the act of the General 
Court, incorporating the second parish, which was not ob- 
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tained until 1740, contained a clause authorizing forty 
families, who lived within Uie bounds of the East parish, to 
be (axed for the support of the gospel in the West parish, 
and an equal number in the West, to be taxed in the East 
parish. This continued in force until 1778, when, at the 
request of tlie town, the clause was repealed, and these 
families were confined in the payment of the ministerial tax 
to (he parish within whose bounds they resided ; although 
many continued (o worsliip ns they liad before done, until 
tlie causes of the division were removed by the erection of a 
new house of worehip iu a more central pai*t of the West 
parish.* 

The first s(ore of foreign and domestic goods in the town, 
was o]>encd by Elder, or as he was more usually called 
Major, John rinkcHon. lie was bom in Ireland, and came 
with his fallicr to this country when he was about four years 
of ago. He connncnccd business quite early in life, carrying 
a vari(;ty of lighter goods in a pack upon his back, and re- 
ceiving in exchange for these articles, linen cloth and thread, 
wliich were carried by him into different parts of New Eng- 
land, and disposed of with profit, the manufactures of this 
town being in high demand. Having in tliis way accumu* 
latcd a small property, he opened, about the year 1750, a 
store of goods. It was kept in a room in his dwelling-house. 
This he continued nearly fifty years, and by his judicious 
management and economy, united with strict moral principle 
and conduct, he secured the full confidence and the patronage 
of the community, and accumulated a very large estate, thirty 
thousand dollars of which he devoted to Uie interests of the 
town, in support of its religious institutions, and the endow* 
ment of an academy which boars his name. 

His brother. Elder James Finkerton, a few years younger, 
adopted a similar course, and opened the second store in the 
town. This he also sustained until advanced age, and like 

* Sec Appendix. 
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his brother was successful in business, having to contend at 
that daj with but little competition. For a long period, 
Londonderry and the neighboring towns were supplied 
principally by the Pinkertons with merdiandise. Tbey 
were both men of more tlian ordinary financial ability, 
^ uniting in their character Scotch prudence and stability, 
with Yankee enterprise." To the donation mode by Elder 
John Pinkerton for founding an academy, his brother James 
added a sum which now amounts to three thousand dollars. 

These two bi'others, thus distinguished by their strict 
moral and religious principles mid habits, and their imlustry 
and success in business, aflbrd an example to young men at 
the present day, which they would do well to imitate, — to 
be satisfied with slow and steady gains, and not to hasten 
to bo rich, — and especially ^to seek first the kingdom of 
heaven, and its righteousness." 

They both sustained the office of ruling Elder in the 
church, and offices of civil trust and respectability in the 
town. They frequently represented it in General Court. 
They were not only the princi[)al merchants, but chief 
bankers, of those days. Persons wishing to hire nionuy 
usually went to them, and from one or the other, would gen- 
erally obtain the desired loan, provided tbey could furnish 
die security requisite, f n this they wci*e particularly care- 
ful. If but one indorser was olfei-eil, the Major, wlio wsis 
the princi|>al leaner, would usually reply, ^ a threefuld cord 
is not cosily broken ; you may give me another nunut." 

A striking contnist is presented l>etwccn the stoix^s of llmt 
day and those of the present. A small room in a dwelling- 
house, was then usually deemed sulliriently spacious to i-ou- 
tain the variety of West Imlia and English goods, necessary 
to meet the calls of the public. 

Shortly before the devolution, another store was opened in 
the East part of the town, by James MacGregor, Esq., son 
of Rev. David MacGregor ; since which period stores have 



CIVIL HISTORY. 95 

been multiplied and the business increased in the town. In 
1741, another religious society was formed in the south 
part of the town, wliich was, the next year, incorporated as a 
parish with town privileges, taking the name of Windham, 
from a place of that name similarly situated in relation to 
Londonderry in Ireland. 

In 1751, the town of Dcrryfield was incorporated. It was 
composed of a part of Chester, a part of Londonderry, and 
of lands not before granted to any town, and contained nearly 
the same territory now embraced in the charter of Man- 
chester. 

Tlie times preceding the American Revolution were, in 
respect to the infant settlements, full of anxiety, trouble, 
and peril, lilany of them suffered severely from the incur- 
sions of savage foes. The year 1744 was rendered mejnora- 
blc by a renewal of hostilities between France and England, 
which was a sure precursor of war in America, between the 
French and Indians on the one hand, and the English col- 
onies on the other. Tliis war continued with little abate- 
ment about (ineen years, and has been long denominated the 
" old French war." 

During these scenes of alarm and of cruel massacres, 
ex|)erienced by many of the frontier settlements, I^ndon- 
derry was happily exempt from the assaults of the Indians ; 
yet its inhabitants were as patriotic and as prompt in defence 
of the country, as any body of citizens Wliatever. At the 
call of government, a number from this town, mostly volun- 
teers, joined the noted expedition against Cape Breton. 
This was one of the most bold and fortunate attempts during 
this long and distressing war. 

The place was strongly fortified, yet its reduction was 
eflfected by Col. William Pepperell, a merchant, at the head 
of a body of husbandmen and mechanics. The New Hamp- 
shire troops, animated with enthusiastic, if not religious 
ardor, partook readily and largely of all the labors and dan- 
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gen of the siege. Thej were employed during fiwrteea 
soeoessiTe nights, with strmps over Uieir shouldetSi and 
sinking to their knees in mud, in drawing cannon from the 
knding-pUice to the camp, through a morass. 

Peppercll, as stated bj seireral writers, consulted with the 
celebrated George Whitcfield, wlio was tlicn iu America, in 
regard to the expedition. lie encouraged tlie measure, and 
gave it the appearance of a crusade, bj proposing, as a motto 
for their flag, the words ^ Nil dcsperandum, Christo ducc," 
a motto trul J appropriate to any Christian enterprise, where 
success is to be attained not bj carnal but bj spiritual 
weapons ; but of its application to such a warlike measure as 
this, we maj well doubt 

Dr. Matthew Thornton, of Londonderry, subsequ^itl j one 
of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, served in 
this campaign, as surgeon. 

On the renewal of hostilities in 1756, between the French 
and the English, in which tlie infant colonies of New Eng- 
land were more seriously threatened with total extirpation 
tluui llicy had ever befurc been, I^iuloiulcrry again prumplly 
bore its full slmrc in their protection and defence. A regi- 
ment having been raised in New llainitshire, to assist in lUJ 
attempt upon Crown Point, and it being distinguished fur 
hardihood and adroitness in traversing the woods, three 
companies of rangers were selected from it, and placed under 
the command of the celebrated John Stark (aHcrwards briga- 
dier-general in the army of the Uevohition), William Stark, 
and Robert llogers. The three captains and many of their 
soldiers were from Londonderry. Capt. Rogei*^, a brave 
and skilful officer, wixs soon after promoted to the rank of 
Major, and under his command, the three companies of 
rangers i>erformed active and ellicient service during the war. 

To encourage its citizens to engage in the enterpri:ie, the 
town voted " that every soldier that should enlist in oitler to 
the reduction of Crown Point,, shall receive thirty jKiunds 
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bounty." A company of men was here enlisted under the 
command of Capt. John Moor, an active and enterprising 
ofRccr, and, joining the regiment from New Ilampsliire, 
penetrated with much difliculty and suffering into Canada, 
and aided in the reduction of those provinces, and their 
subjection to the British crown. 

Quebec having fallen into the hands of the English, the 
consequent surrender of all the French possessions in Can- 
ada, brought again the pros])ect of a settled tranquillity to 
the northern colonies, and was inexprcFsibly cheering to those 
who had so long borne the heat and burden of the day. For 
many years the '' father had not cultivated his field in safety, 
nor had the mother committed her infant charge to rest, but 
with the most distressing apprehensions." But now every- 
tiling was encouraging to the view of the colonists. They 
wore exempt from (he fear of a lurking enemy; while their 
hnnlHliijis and ex]H)Surcs had rendeiXMl them bold and enter- 
prising. In marching to and from the theatre of wal*, they 
had become acquainted with the fertile parts of the interior 
of their country, and the young men pressed onward with 
ardor to take )K)ssession of the wildemes?, and to convert it 
into a fruitful field. 

Londonderry, by the rapid increase of the early settlers and 
continued accessions of their countrymen from abroad, soon 
became populous, and sent forth many colonies to form new 
settlements in the vicinity, and in more remote parts of the 
country, now open for cultivation. A large number of the 
pioneers of civilization in New Hampshire, Vermont-, Maine, 
New York, and Nova Scotia, were from this town. Of some 
of these settlements, by Londonderry emigrants, a more< 
particular, but brief account, will be given. 

The first company which lef>, was in 1737. They passed 
over the Merrimack river and settled in Bedford, and were 
ui succeeding years joined by othera fi*ora their native land 
and from M^achusetts. A number of families from London- 

9 
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deny reoiOTed to Merrimack, adjoining Bedford, whidi bad 
been a abort time before settled bj a companj from Maam- 
ehoaetts. In Bedford, tbe SeaUh-Iriik influence predomi- 
nated ; in Merrimack, tbe Bngtitk. 

Tbe one class of settlers was stronglj attacbed not oolj 
to tbe doctrines, but to tbe discipline, of tbe Presbyterian 
cburcb ; tbe otber, as strongly to tbe Congregational mode 
of discipline. Wliile a Presbyterian cburcb was formed in 
Bedford, a Congr^ational cburcb was organized in Merri- 
mack. Consequently, a number of tbe inbabitants of Merri- 
mack united, for several years, witb tbe people of Bedford, in 
religious pririleges, wbile sundry otbers, of Bedford, onited 
witb tbe people of Merrimack. 

In 1741, an emigration of a number of families to tbe 
▼alley of tbe Mobawk west of tbe Hudson river, took place, 
and tbe settlement of Cberry Valley was tbereby commenced. 

About tbe same time, a small party of bardy and enter- 
prising men, joined by some of tbcir countrymen from 
Lunenburg, Mass., attempted to form a settlement at Peter- 
borough, and though at first repulsed by the difliculties and 
dangers which atteiulcd it, tlit^y ultimately suecectled. 

About the year 17 GO, a number of faiiiilics emigrated from 
Londonderry to Nova Scotia, soon aAer its evacuation by tbe 
French, and settled in the towns of Truro and Londonderry. 

In 1767, a settlement was formed by Londonderry emi- 
grants in Antrim. Soon after, another company planted 
themselves in Ilennikcr, a neighboring town ; and still an- 
other in Deering, and laid in each of these phiccs tbe 
foundation of a valuable and flourishing community. 

In 1766, a small party removed to Acworth, in this State, 
and united with a few fmnilics fnmi Connecticut, in fonning 
that township. About the year 177-1, a few fUniilies removed 
from this town to a tnvct of country in Vermont, which bad 
been purchased by a Mr. James Rogers. It was subse- 
quently incorporated into two townshi|>s, Londonderry and 
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Windham, as the early settlers were mostlj from those 
towns. Among these were James Rogers, S. Thompson, 
James Patterson, Edward Aiken, John Woodbum, an4 
James McCormick. 

New Boston was settled dj a colony from Londonderry 
still earlier, and was, more exclusively than either of the 
other Acttlcmcnts, confined to those of Scotch-Irish descent* 
In addition to these, many other towns in their early settle- 
ment rccinved accessions from this town, as Litchfield, Hud- 
son, Amherst, Dunstable, and Chester. Thus, during the 
period of twenty-five years preceding the Revolution, ten 
distinct settlements were made by emigrants from London- 
den^, all of winch liave become towns of influence and im- 
portance in the State. And while the town afforded colonists 
to form other settlements, the church here proved a hive, 
from which most of the churches, which now constitute the 
Presbytery of Londonderry, derived their origin. It also 
contributed largely to the organization, strength, and stability 
of other religious societies. Most of the Congregational 
churches in the vicinity, and many in the more distant parts 
of the State, have received accessions from this. Wherever 
a Londonderry man was found, there, with few exceptions, 
was found a steadfast supporter of tlie gospel, as well as of 
civil institutions. No subjects were more obedient to the 
autliorities appointed by the mother country, or more ready 
to sustain them, than the citizens of Londonderry. 

While we were colonics, it appears that tlie officers of 
government, who derived their api)oiiitmcnt from tlie crown, 
not unfrequently received from individuals and communities 
gifts, which were regarded, not perhaps as bribes, but as per- 
quisites attached to their otrice, and which they were at 
liberty to i*eceive as such. Yet the practice was regarded as 
rather disftiputable, and required at times concealment, as 
appears from the following record. 

One article of the warrant for a town meeting in 1774, 
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^ was to see if tliej will allow a small gift to be giTcn to a 
special friend to tlio town," no name being mentioned. On 
being considered, it was voted ** tliat the selectmen pnrdmse 
one hundred weight of butter, at the diarge of the town, to 
give to the aforesaid special friend." We find also frequent 
clmrges against the town for venison mul for salmuu that 
was sent to Portsmouth, the scat of govcnmient ai that 
time. 

In the town accounts, as early as 1727, is this item : ** To 
John Harr, for wiuo when the Governor was here, £0, 15, &.* 
Charges of a similar cluiracter for wine, venison, mutton, 
do not unfrequcntlj occur, showing tlie hospitality of the 
town to strangers, and cluiracters of distinction, who ^j^tcd 
the place. 

In 1729, is the cliarge : — 
** To John McMur|ihy, for doath to Governor Bur- 
nett, <£4, 10, 0." 

In 1 73G, << To Jolm McMurphy, for linen to give to 

the Governor, £6, 10, 0." 

\l\yon the accession of George the Second, in 1727, Wil- 
liani Huniett, son of the Bishop of Snnim, was appouitcd 
governor of Mnssachusetts and New Iluinpshire. lie liad 
been ]>opuhir us u governor of New York and New Jersey. 
He was received in Ikiston with great [Munp, being met there 
by the Lieut-governor of Now IIam|)shire, and a committee 
of the council and assembly. An address was comnnuiieated 
to him from this town by the Kev. ^Ir. VucGi*egor, as ap- 
I)cars from the following charge in I lie accounts for 1727. 
" To Jtunes Reid, to give to Mr. MacGregor, when 
he went to Boston with our address to Gov. Bur- 
nett, • • "€2, 0, 0." 

In 1741, Bcnning Went worth succeeded Mr. Belcher as 
governor of New Hampshire. He was rcceiveS with great 
satiafaction by the i^ople, and was highly regai-ded by the 
inlilibitj^nts of this town, being the son of their early patron 
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Lieut-goTcrnor John Wentworth. The following charge 
appears in their town accounts for that year : — 
** To Robert Cochran, for going to the Bank, to con- 
gratulate his Excellency to the Province with 
ye Rev. Wm. Davidson, .... £8, 4, 0." 
But while the bold and hardy sons of the older times were 
thus rapidly forming settlements throughout New England, 
and the wilderness and solitary place was made glad; 
while the colonics, long liarasscd and depressed by their wars 
with tlie Indians, were now increasing in population and 
strength, and everything indicated prosperity, their bright 
visions of peace and security in the enjoyment of their posses- 
sions, and the fruit of tlicir labors, were suddenly overcasL 

The intention of the British ministry to quarter troops in 
America, and tax the people, without their consent, for their 
sup|)ort^ was announced. The colonies at once understood 
the purport of this intelligence : it was to subjugate and make 
tlieni vassals of the British crown. They had expended their 
best blood and treasure in putting the British nation in pos- 
session of a territory of full twice the dimensions of all their 
possessions in Europe, and were they to be requited thus ? 
Wonder not at their determined spirit of resistance ; at their 
resolute, and, in the view of the world, rash purpose ** to bur- 
ish their arms anew, and gird them on single-handed against 
the most powerful nation of the world, rather than resign to 
her oppressive grasp their rights and their liberties." 

Twelve years passed away in strifes and melancholy fore- 
.bodings. Every day the storm gathered blackness, and now 
the time drew near for it to burst upon these infant colonies. 
Among the most decided in resistance to the oppressive acts 
of British domination, were the descendants of those men who 
resisted, unto blood, against the encroachment upon their civil 
and religious rights in the mother-country. This was particu- 
larly the case with the Presbyterian colonists. Not only the 
spirit of civil and religious freedom, nurtured and strength- 
en 
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anad b J the panaeiitioiis endnrad fiir 
bod, bat the torn of their chnrdi politf 
then to esDOiiae. end eteedilT to — >«fa»*^*- the 
teen Independence* 

In eonflmuUton of Udi statement, the fiDDowing ib n j, 
ftom wriien of known end en^nowledged ebilily, wmj he 
adduced* 

. Mr. Reed of PhUadclphie, himedf en E[ 
merke: « The pert taken by the Preebjrteriens in tin 
with the motber^ountrjr, was indeed, et the time, often 
a groond of reproach, end the conneelion be twe e n 
eferts for tlie securi^ of rdigioos libolj end opp 
the oppressive measures of Parliameati was then distinrillf 
seen. A PnAjfUrkm loffoUu was a tiling unhoani et* 

Sajs Dr. Ellkit, speaking of the Kovolutkia, ''The FIpbAj- 
terians^ of ereiy class, were ever foremost in achi ef iHg the 
liberties of the United States. And thej have been ail alo^g 
tiie leading supporters of the constitution, law, and good oider. 
Tlicj Imvc been the pioneers of learning and sound knowledge, 
from its highest to its lowest grade, and are now its principal 
supiwrtcrs." 

^ And after the conflict was over," says a writer on tlie 
sulijcct, *^ and the sages of America came to settle the forms 
of our government, tlicy did but copy into every constitution 
the simple dements of representative republicanism, as found 
in tlie Prenbyterian system. It is matter of history that can- 
not be denied, that Presbytcrianism, as found in the lliUo, 
wid in tlie standards of the several Prcsbytertan churdicM, 
gave cluiracter to our free institutions." 

Nor must it be forgotten tlint the Pilgrim Fatlicra, after 
witnessing the sad eflects of simple independency in their 
own land, had been nursed iu the bosom and drank of the 
spirit of Presbyterian Il'olland luid Geneva, before they 
reached the rock of Plymouth, and, from the very first, their 
institutions partook of the Presbyterian form. 
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We have the authority also of the late Chief Justice Tilgh- 
man, for stating that the framers of the Constitution of the 
United States were, through the agency of Dr. Witherspoon, 
who was one of them, much indebted to tlie standards of the 
Presbyterian church in Scotland, in modelling that admira- 
ble instinnnent under which we luive enjoyed, during tliroe- 
fourths of a century, unparalleled national prosperity. 

And si ill* further, the Hon. W. C. Preston, of South Caro- 
lina, has made the following declaration : << Certainly, it is the 
most remarkable and singular coincidence, that the constitu- 
tion of the Presbyterian church should bear such a close and 
striking resemblance to the political constitution of our coun- 
try. This may be regarded as an earnest of our union. We 
fondly regard our federal constitution as the purest specimen 
of rcjuiblican government that the world ever saw ; and on 
the same pure principles of republicanism, as its basis, we 
ibid established the constitution of this republican church. 
The two may be sup|)osed to be formed after the same 
model." An inquiry into the matter would show that a large 
number of the distinguished veterans of the Revolution were 
members of the Presbyterian church. Without attempting 
to make such an investigation, the following facts may be 
stated : From the Stale of South Carolina, it appears that 
ten officers of distinction, among whom were generals Mor- 
gan and Pidkens, and colonels Campbell, Williams, Shelby, 
and Sumpter, were Presbyterian elders ; all bearing rule in 
the church of Christ, and all bearing arms in defence of our 
liberties. And from New Hampshire, were Greneral Stark, 
and colonels Ileed, McCleary, and Gregg, of the Presby- 
terian colony, here planted. The names of braver or better 
ofliecrs cannot be found in the annals of our countri^ nor 
were there braver or better troops in the American army, 
than those furnished by the Presbyterian communities at the 
North, or at the South. 

As in the previous wars in which tlie colonies were in- 
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volved, LondoDdcrry afforded her AiU proportion of troopf, 
and bore promptly her full share in every conflict, so was 
it in the war of the Revolution. — Not only an ardent love of 
liberty, but a spirit of daring, was a strong feature in the 
character of its iuhabitaiits. They never shrunk frou |icril, 
but wcro ever prompt to ro|uiir to the scene of action. TIac 
very first act of o|>en and bold resistance to British author- 
ity and arms, was exhibited by a small party of undaunted 
men of this town, although the fact never received public 
notice. The writer liad it from an aged veteran who was 
prominent in the adventure. 

While the British were quartered in Boston, and before 
the encounter at Lexington, four of tlieir soldiers deserted 
and came to Londonderry. Notice was given by a tory who 
resided in the town, of their place of residence. An otfioer 
witli a number of soldiers, was dispatched for their arresL 
The deserters were discovered, secured, and marched towards 
Boston. No sooner was the fact known in the town, than 
a luurty of young men rallied, and, led by Captain James 
Aiken, a bold and energetic oilicor, pursued nnd overtook 
them a few miles north of Iluveriiill. Giptain Aiken, quickly 
IMissing tlicni, drew up his men in front of the party, and 
commanded them to halt and deliver up their prisoners. 
The British ofliccr, overawed by this unexpected and bold 
rcsisUuice, at once complied, and they i*etunied Vith the Itb- 
eruted men, who bcciunc residents in the town, no further 
attempts being made for their ari*esU 

When the news esune that (JSenenil Gage wsis marching 
troops from lk>ston into the interior, New 1 lanipshire at onoe 
took up arms and hastened to liie seene of action. Twelve 
hundred of her sons instantly repaired to Charlestown and 
Ciunuridge. Among these was a large com|>any from Lon- 
donderry, under tlic connnand of brave mid experienced 
oiHeers. The tidings had no sooner reached the town, tliai 
the conflict had actually commenced, than the whole com- 
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munity were seized with a warlike frenzy. A number of 
men, dropping instantly their implements of husbandry, 
hastened from one section of the town to the other, to spread 
the news ; and in a few hours, all who could bear arms werQ 
assembled on the Common, at the meeting-house. There a 
few brief and patriotic appeals were made, in reference to 
the impending struggle, and the sacrifices of life and treasure 
which would be required, to defend and preserve those privi- 
leges, for the sake of which many of them, with their fathers, 
had come to this country. 

As a community they needed, on such an occasion, no 
incitement to duty. They were prepared to act. From the 
two companies of militia in town, a large company of volun- 
teers was at once formed ; and, being allowed to select from 
the ofllcers of the two companies, those under whom they 
would march to the conflict, they chose George Reed, captain, 
Abraliam Reed, lieutenant, and James Anderson, ensign. 
They started instantly, on being organized ; their provisions, 
ammunition, and whatever was necessary for their encamp- 
ment and future wants, being aflerwards forwarded by 
express. 

On the organization of the troops that had assembled at 
Cambridge, Capt Reed received the commission of colonel, 
lie served during the whole of the war, was m most of the 
distinguished battles, and received repeated tokens of appro« 
bation, for his valor and military skill, from his commander* 
in-chief. Confidential communications from Washington, in 
his o^n handwriting, are now in the possession of his de- 
scendants. 

The convention which met at Bxeter, April 25, 1775, a 
few days aOcr the fight at Lexington, formed tlio men from 
New llampsiiirc, who had joined the army around Boston, 
into two regiments, which were placed under the command 
of Colonel, afterwards General Stark, and Colonel Reed, 
both of Londonderry. Shortly aflor the battle of Bunker 
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Hm, aiiotlier ngineni from New HHqaiUre^ matiot Ihtt 
onmwil of Cblooel Poor, joined the wtmj U OutkMg^ 

The two regiments imder Sterii end Beed wewi itetinned, 
pronooa to Ihe bottle of Bunker Hill, at Medfbrd, end Ihne 
ibnned the left wing of the Americen ennj. **TheMi 
troope,* sejs one, in his nemaive of the battle^ ^ were hardy, 
braTe^ active, athletic, and ind^tftgable ; almoit eveiy aoUer 
equalled William Tdl as a markiman, and eonld aim hii 
wmpoa at an oppdeer with aa keen a rollth. Theie Ikem 
the frontien had gained this addroM against the aavagea and 
beasts of the forests. The ooontiy jet abounded with game^ 
and hnnting was fiuniliar to all, and the amusement moot 
ftshionahle and uniTersal, throughout New Knglani^ was 
trial of skiU with the musket* 

On the hnding of British troops at Chariestown, the two 
New Hampshire rq^iraents were ordered to join the fbreea 
on Breed's HilL A pari were detached to throw np n woik 
on Bunker Hill, and the remainder, under StariL and Beed, 
joined the Connecticut forces under Greneral Putnam, and 
the regiment of Colonel Prescott, at the rail fenoe. ^This 
was Clie very ix>int of the British attack, the kej of tho 
American ]K)siiion. To bo slatioiioil there, in the post of 
danger, was a high honor, and well did the New Hampshire 
troops merit it, although not a few paid for the distinction 
with their lives." Tho New Hampshire regiments lost 19 
men killed, and 74 wounded. None of the compnnj from 
this town were killed. 

To all the actual engagements on this mcniorahli} year, 
the town contributed its full pro|>ortioii of men and means, 
OS appears from the following mimites frmu tltc town records. 

April 23, 1775. " Voted in town iiicctiiig, to give our men 
that have gone to the Massachusetts government, seven dol- 
lars a month until it be known what our provincial Congress 
will do in that affair ; and that the officers sliall have as 
much pay as tliose in the Bay government.'' 
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April 29. ^ Voted that a committee of nine men be chosen 
to inquire into the conduct of those men that are thought not 
to be friends to the countrj. Capt Moses Bamett, John 
McKeen, John Aiken, John Gilmorc, Capt John Moor, 
Ensign James McGregore, George Duncan, Jr., Capt Rob- 
ert Moor, and John Bell, were this committee. Voted that 
the nfoi'osnid committee have no paj." At this meeting, 
^ Voted that twenty more men slmll be raised immediately, 
to be ready upon the Jirsl emergency, as minute-nien." 

!May 22. " Voted that twenty more men be enlisted in 
Ca])t James Aiken's company, as minute-men." 

July, 1775. " Voted, that six more be added to the com- 
mittee of inspection, viz., Robert McMurphy, Lieut John 
Pinkerton, John Nesmith, Capt William Alison, James 
Ramsey, and Peter Patterson." 

Though there were but few tones in the town, yet the 
appointment of so large and respectable a committee, shows 
the deep interest and close vigilance with which they 
guarded the sacred cause of freedom. Col. Stephen Holland, 
a gentleman of respectable family in Ireland, had some years 
before emigrated, when a young man, to America, and settled 
in this town. He here married into a family whose connec- 
tions were rather numerous. He was a gentleman of educa- 
tion, easy address, and of influence. He had been represen- 
tative of the town, and intrusted with the management of its 
interests. But holding, as he did at the commencement of 
the Revolution, offices both civil and military, under the 
crown, he was early suppccted of inclining to tlie cause of 
royalty, and of not being truly friendly to the movements of 
the colonists. Knowing the deep and strong feeling of the 
town on the subject, he took measures to allay their jealous- 
ies. At a town meeting called for the puii>ose, he presented 
a strong disclaimer in reference to the reports then in circu- 
lation, as to his attachment to the British cause. The town, 
by a vote, expressed their satisfaction, and he was invested 
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mew with eartain oflloM of tnitt Bnl evenls nol kog after 
limiieiMred, which induced him to join the Briiiih at W oi ion , 
He kft a Yaloabto ettatey ntuated near the lint niBetiBg-lM^^ 
which WM confiieated and lold. He ratoned, inl to Eqg- 
hndy and from thence to Irefaind, where he died, aoon after 
the dedaration of peace. Nootherloyalislof anjinflnence 
wae found in the place. 

The profcaaional and influential men of the town were 
unitedlj and ardentlj engaged in supporting the itnigg^ fir 
independence; and Hiey were sustained in all their proposed 
nieasures b j the almost unanimous voioe of their fidhnr- 
dttsens. 

April 28, 1775. The town ^^Yoted to send a dolegate to 
represent us in the Provincial Congress, which is to meet al 
WfUertown on the dlst of Maj." <« Voted, tl^ilOoLlIatthew 
Thorton is the man to be sent* At an adQoomed meetiaig, 
James MelCurphj, £sq[. was also appointed to act with lum 
in behalf of the to wn. 

In Nov. 1776, in consequence of the great depreciation of 
paper money, the exorbitant prices denuuMled by speculators 
who had forestalled the markets, oud the consequent dis- 
couragement to tlie exertions of those who were laboring to 
sustain the heavy public burdens^ a meeting was hdd at 
Dracut, to petition Congress, and the State legislatures, upon 
the subject ; and to devise such other measures as might be 
necessary for the protection of the peo])lc. A huge number 
of delegates were present 

Londonderry was represented by Deacon Soimiel Fisher. 
The convention met Nov. 2G, 1776, at tlio house of Major 
Joseph Vamum, and, after passing a number of resolves, 
prciMured a petition to the. general courts of Massachusetts 
and New IIam(MhirCy tlmt tlic resolves of tlie continental 
Congress, respecting the prices of articles of neocssarj 
consumption, miglit be ciifoix*cd more strictly. 

The three regiments which had been raised in New 
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Ilampshirey amounting to two thousand men, which were 
placed under the command of colof^s Stark, Keid, and Hale, 
were, in 177G, sent to New York, to join the army under Gen. 
Sullivan, for the invasion of Canada. They proceeded up 
the Hudson, and down the lakes to Canada, but were obliged 
to retreat to Ticondcroga. They suflered severely, and lost 
one third of their number by sickness and exposure. 

Dec 17, 177G. "It was voted that, at the desire of our 
» delegates chosen to represent us in the Assembly of this 
State, a cotninitlee be chosen to give them instruction from 
time to time at this calamitous day, that they may know how 
to act the minds of their constituents, as well as their own. 
The following were this committee : John Moor, Robert Moor, 
John Aiken, Thomas Taggart, John Nesmith, John McKeen, 
John Gilmore, Robert McMurj)hy, Peter Patterson, Samuel 
Morrison, and Capt. William Duncan." 

The resohitions mlopted by the Assembly of New Hamp- 
shire against the proceedings of the British Parliament, and 
the proposals for a colonial Congress at New York, were all 
approved by the freemen of this town. 

" Voted, in town meeting, that the remainder of the stock 
of powder shall be divided out to every one tliat hath not 
alrcaily received of the same, as far as it will go, provided 
he produces a gun of his own, in good order, and is willing to 
go against the enemy, and promises not to waste any of the 
powder only in self-defence ; and provided, also, that he 
shows twenty bullets to suit his gun, and six good flints." 

"March, 1777. Voted to raise £18 bounty for each man 
that is now wanting to make up our complement of men." 
In April following, £12 was added, "so as to make thirty 
|>ounds lK>unty for each continental soldier who enlists for 
tliiHie years." 

In January, 1778, " It was voted, that the selectmen make 
provision for the families of the soldiers belonging to this 

10 
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town, who are engaged in Uie continental ami/y agreeable to 
an act of our (jrencral Qujrt for that puriiose." 

1778. The thirteen articles of the confederalion proposed 
bj Congress, were referred bj this town to a oomuiiltec^ of 
which Matthew Tliomton was chainnun, to rcix>rt thereon. 
Their report, containing certain strictures on these articles, 
was adopted by the town, and humbly recommended to the 
consideration of the Honorable Congress. In 1778, CoL 
Alatthew Thornton and John Bell, Esq., were ap|iointed to 
attend the convention at Concord, for fnuning and adopting 
a form of government. 

Tliese extracts are sufficient to testify to the zeal and 
promptness with which the town met the ctdls of that trying 
period, and tlic efficiency with which they sustained the cause 
of American inde|)endcnce. During the entire struggle of 
eight years, not only did this town furnish her full pro(MHlion 
of regular troops, but the repeated emergencies which called 
for special aid, were hero met with readiness. 

From a ivturn of the number of the iuluil)itants in the 
scvenil towns of New lliuiipsliire, with the numlier of sol- 
diers, fireunns, ammiuiition, etc. taken by ortler of tlie con- 
vention, during the war, it ap|>eai's tliat in this town thert^ 
were four Imndred and four males, from tlie age of sixteen 
to iifiy, and of these, sixty-six were in the army ; a lai^*r 
number tlian from any otiier town in the county. Poiis- 
mouth sent but iifty men. Aceonling to tlie i*etnrns thus 
made, but one town in the State atibrded more soldiers 
than Londonderry ; that town was Amherst, whieh sent 
eighty-one. It appears from the anny-rolis, in the olliec 
of the Secretary of State, that Lomloiiderry paid for bounties 
a larger sum than any other town, luid it is helic!ve<l that, 
including volunteers and i*ecniits for the continental line, this 
town furnished the greatest ninnber of soldiei'S. Nor 
should it be forgotten, that the victory at liennington, which 
arrested the progress of the British arms under Burgoyne, 
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And (umcrl the lido of war, was achieved hj her gallant son, 
Stark, sustained hy New Hampshire and Vermont troops. 
In this famous battle were also Col. William Gregg, Capt. 
Daniel Reynolds, and lieutenants l^IcClary and Adam Taylor, 
with a select band of soldiers from Tx)ndonderry. Lieutenant 
AlcClary w:is slain in the action. He was a brave aniji active 
oflicer; a man of piety and of patriotism. The Sabbath 
before the engagement, as he passed through the tents of 
the soldiers composing his company, he remiu'ked, " Boys, 
remember this is the Ix)rd's day." He was foremost among 
the assailants of a redoubt which the enemy had thrown up, 
and while loading on his men to the attack, he was shot down 
by' a musket-ball. The Bible which he had carried with 
him to the camp, and from which he mui that morning re- 
ceived divine cnrourngement, and also the ball which j»ierced 
him, have been ]>i'csorvcd as sjicred relics, by his relatives. 
It is a most remarkable fact, that Lieut. McClary was the 
only mafi from Londonderry who was slain in battle during the 
war, especially considering the number in constant service, and 
engaged in many of the most sanguinary encounters. A 
number, however, died in consequence of sickness during the 
campaigns in which thoy were engaged. 

In 1778, a pe(iti<m was presented to the town by thirty-six 
of its inhabitants, dwelling in that part called Deny CHaxm^ 
at its south-west comer, that they be separated from Lon- 
donderry, and annexed to the town of Nottingham-West, 
which was granted. March 6, 1778, a small tract of territory 
wa5<, by act of the legislature, taken from the south-west 
part of the town, and annexed to the town of Nottingham- 
West, now Hudson. 

In 1779, the selectmen were empowered, by the vote of 
the town, to provide a workhouse, and to furnish employment 
to such persons in said town as are not willing to work, 
such workhouse to be regulated as other workhouses in 
this State. 
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At a town meeting July 20, 1779, a letter froin the •elect- 
men of Portsmouth was submitted, announcing the measures 
adopted by said town for restoring the credit of the currency ; 
whereupon the following patriotic resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted, namely : — 

^ 1. That we will cheerfully concur with our brethren in 
the seaports in accomplishing the salutary puqioses of Con- 
gress, communicated in their lute judicious and spirited 
address, for appreciating the continental currency. 

**• 2. Tliat we will sell none of the necessaries of life, linen 
cloth, or other manufactures, higher ilian they were sold the 
first day of May last ; and that we will continue to reduce 
our prices monthly, not doubtuig but other towns in die 
country will adopt fte like salutary measures. 

*^ 3. That we consider as enemies to our country, all per- 
sons who shall buy gold or silver, or shall demand hard 
money, in whole or in part, for any article they may have for 
sale, and that we will do everything in our power to prevent 
such pernicious practices, as they have an immediate ten- 
dency to ruin our |>a|)cr ciiri'ciicy. And whereas the tniders 
in this town sell West liidiu gooils chea[)cr thsui they are 
now sold in Portsmouth, resolved, 

" 4. That they coDtinue to lower their prices as those in 
seaports do. 

^ 5. That we will instruct our i*cpresentalives to use their 
influence to obtain a law for tlic punishment of shaqK'rs, and 
hawkers, and oppressors, etc. 

" G. UcsoIvchI, that a comniittce be appointed to take cog- 
nizance of any pci*sons who shall, by any means whatsoever, 
evade and defeat the design of these resolves, and to treat 
them as enemies to our country ; and that said committee 
offer said resolves to every man in said town for signing. 
And voted, that the above resolves be printed in the Wor- 
cester newspai>er." 

The following October, the town appointed a committee to 
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fix the prices of sundry articles of oommeroe, agreeably to 
the recommendation of the State convention. 

In forming a State constitution, afler our independence 
had been achieved, and the British yoke thrown off, this 
town, by its delegates, took an active and influential part. 
The present constitution with its bill of rights, was, on being 
submitted to the town for consideration, at first referred to a 
large and judicious committee for careful examination. Afler 
hearing their report, it was, by a large majority, adopted, and 
has received their steadfast sup{)ort to the present time. In 
every instance, when called upon to express their opinion, 
they .have decided not to revise the constitution, lest instead 
of amending they should mar that excellent instrument, to 
which they were indebted for that security and prosperity 
which they had so long enjoyed. 

Afler the close of (he war, a question arose whether the 
tories, who had fled fix>ni the country and given their aid to 
Britain, should be allowed to return. The feeling against 
them was deep and bittor, and the popular cuiTcnt was 
strong in opposition to their being tolerated in the country. 
The subject was warmly discussed in the meetings of the 
towns and the assemblies of the State. 

That the feeling of hostility towanls those who had de- 
serted their country, and turned against her in tlie hour of 
conflict and peril, was peculiarly strong and determined in 
Londonderry, appears from the following record. It is not 
surprising, considering the constitutional warmth and ardor 
of their temperament, that they did exhibit some feeling on 
this subject 

On being apprized that, on the adoption of the articles of 
peace, a clause was inserted at the request of the British 
ploniiwlentiarics, that Congress recommend that the several 
States make some provision for the return of the loyalists 
and refugees, a town meeting was immediately called, " to 
see if the town will take some effectual measures to prevent 

10* 
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those men who have hceii the cause of so much desohitjon 
and bloodshed in the land, to return and dwell among us, and 
enjoy the blessings of ^leace and the sweeta of liberty.'* 

At the meeting thus called, May 29, 1783, a vote was 
passed, with great unanimity, *^ To instruct their rc|iresent:i- 
tives to use the utmost of their power in the Geiiend Court, 
that the refugees have no liberty to come buck to this State.** 

The following is a copy of the instructions which were 
drawn up and adopted by the town, and addressed to " Col. 
Daniel Reynolds and Mr. Archibald McMurphy, representa- 
tives for tlie town of Londonderry for the present year." 

<< Gentlemen : Whereas, by an article in the preliminaries 
for (>eace between the United States of America and Great 
Britain, it is to be recommended by Congress to the several 
States to make some provision for the return of the royalists 
or refugees ; and we conceive that every State in the Union 
arc to act thereon as they think best, and tliat nothing 
therein is binding on the part of the State : and as it is our 
iindoubtcd right, at all times, to instruct our repi*esentatives ; 
wc ilo now suleniiily, in town meeting, instruct you to use 
your infliienee in the Genenil Court to ])rcvcnt the i*ctum of 
all or any of the miscreant tories, who have gone from this 
State to the enemy ; as the tories have been the principal 
cause uf this long and blixxly war. They liave niuixlercd 
our brethren in cold blood ; they ha\ e burnt our tuwns, 
roblxul and plundeix'd our eitizeus, ni\ ished our daughters, 
and beeu guilty ot' every sort ofniiMue aud c:iniage, that I'sui 
be thought of; and by tlu'ir lies, contiuually sent aoixiss ihe 
Athuilic Ocean, the war ^|)uu out to so great a leu;{|||. }Y^ 
ex[>ecl that yuu will use your best eudcavours, ihal nothing 
uiay ever he done tor tliu-;e infenial wrelclKvs, by thid State, 
further than to provide a gallows, halter, aud haugnuui, for 
every one that dare to shew their vile eouuteuanees amongst 
us." " Attest, William Anderson, 7own Clerk, 

"May 29, 1783." 
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Tlie indignation here expressed can be justified only on 
the ground of their ardent and devoted attachment to the 
cause of freedom, and the suffering whicli tliey had endured 
in its defence. 

In 1783, it was voted, that tlio town meetings, whicli, from 
tlic settlement of the town, hail been hehl at the First Parish 
mecting-liouse, should be held every third year at the West 
Parish meeting-house. 

In 178 1, the following votes were passed in town meeting. 
" 1. "That the representatives opiK)se, by every method in 
their |)ower, the gmnt of five years' full pay to the continental 
oflicers, as recommended by Congress ; it being unjust and 
veiy oppressive, and would lay such a burden on us, as 
neither we nor our childi^en could ever get clear of." 

"2. Voted, that our representatives use their influence 
that thei*e be a revision of the table of fees ; as it appears 
that the attorney's fees should be cut down, at least one half. 
They would not then be so fond of business, and people 
would have time to breathe." 

It would appear that, in consequence of the expenses of 
the war, the depreciation of pajier money, and the derange- 
ment of business, there was much embarrassment in the 
roinnuinity, which g]ive rise to litigation and distraining for 
debt ; and loo many of the K^gal profession were disposed 
to avail themselves of these circumstances, to increase their 
gains at the expense of the suffering and oppressed. * 

This town having been settled by a colony from Ireland, 
and its inhabitAuts distinguished for their attention and hos- 
pitality to strangers, it became, more than most places, the 
resort, not only of emigrants from the north of Ireland, but 
of vagi-ants and foreignei*s from other countries ; many of 
whom, having belonged to the British army, remained in 
the States, after the Itevolution. The principles and habits 
of these persons were such, as not only to render their sup- 
port burdensome, but their residence an injury to the com- 
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nniitf • It beeune neeemiy fat the Unni la Cake 
•etioo to pfeveot tho eriL It mm, thcitfape^ m 1786^ lottij 
''TluU anj penoo within this town, who ihan cn i ert ni n aay 
ftnuger, iliolkr, or other vagnuit peiMBp fiir tin apnen of 
five daj% in hii or lier house, without giving due noliee to 
one of the selectmen, of the nunc of the persoi^ and fioas 
whence thej cune, shell forfeit end pej fiir the jmo of Ike 
town thirt j-nine shillingp, for eadi end every ollenee^ to he 
recorered b j an action of debt, befete an j or cither of Ike 
justices of the peace witlun the county of Rnrtringhaas,*- 

In 178a, the State of New Hampshire was considsnfaly 
aglfatfd in regard to the issuing of paper money, whisk 
should be recdvaUe as a tender in payment of State taies^ 
and lees, and salaries of public ofllccrs. Thedesirelor 
money arose from the pressure of taTation, wUdi 
severely felt in consequence.of the dd4 accumulated daiing 
the revolutionaiy war, and the great deficiency of thedraa- 
lating medium. To meet th» demand, a bill, authorising 
such an emissioo of jioper money, to the amount of filfy 
thousand iMwnds, to be lent oi four |)cr ocnt^ on the security 
of reul estate, and receivable as a tender in {layintmt of taxes 
and debts, was introduced into tlie legislature, cofnes of 
which were sent to the several towns, and the opinions of the 
voters were to be expressed in open town meeting. In this 
town, the vote was ^for the emission of sacli paper." But, 
happily-for the State, a majority of the voters disapproved 
of the bill, perceiving that, as such |iai)er must depreciate, ui 
proiwrtion to the frcc^doni with which it slioiild be issued, 
the remedy would ultimately prove a gn*iiter evil tliau the 
disease. 

As the clamor for {mper money daily gi-ew kMulcr, luid the 
number of tlie disufiected in the Slate incrcsksed, tlioy at length, 
after liaving held conventions in the several counties, adopted 
the mistaken and unjustitiable ]>]aii of having recourse to 
armed inter>'ention, to obtain redress of grievances. Accord- 
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inglyi on tlic morning of the 20(h of September, 178G, about 
two liundrcd men nssembled at Kingston. A part were pro- 
vided with firearms, and the rest with swords and chibs. In 
this company were several individuals from Londonderry, of 
sober and respectable character, who, not understanding the 
real nature of the evils of which they complained, nor tlieir 
proper remedies, under the influence of excited feeling, had 
joined the insurgents. Having organized themselves, and 
chosen their leaders, they j)roceeded to Exeter, where the 
legislature was in session. They at first addressed a com- 
munication to the legislature, demanding an answer to the 
petitions, which had been previously presented. The House 
of Ilcpresentatives were disposed to confer with them on the 
subject, and a])pointed a committee for the purpose. Happily, 
how<»v<T, for the honor Nind peace of the State, General Sul-. 
livan, who was then president, declared himself opitosed to 
all negotiation with them, on the ground that an application 
ought never to bo complied with, when thus enforced by 
violence ; and assured the insurgents that no consideration 
of personal hazard would render the Assembly unmindful 
of its public duty. They immediately surrounded the building 
in which the legislature was convened, placed sentinels 
at the doors, and threatened the members that tliey would 
not be permitted to retire until their demands should be 
granted. When the president attempted to retire, at the 
usuaV hour of adjournment, he was at once resisted and threat- 
ened with, violence. With great coolness and decision, he 
endeavored to convince them of the folly and peril of the 
course which they were pursuing, but without effect. Just 
at that time, a drum was heard, and an alarm was given, 
that a body of artillery was npproaching, when they precipi- 
tately retired for the night. In the mean time, the president 
was authorized by the legislature to resort to military force, 
to su])press the insurrection. His orders were issued with 
such promptness, that, by morning, several companies from 



118 HUTOBT OV LOVPOHUBSY. 



the nei^iborii^ towns had arrhpaL Then 
tho proaidem under the foaamand of Gencfal BbM, 
thb town, whe was Ihen at Exeter, and had acrrcd with 
him at eolonel during the rerolatioaarjr war. They were 
ordered to mardi against the insdigcnts, who had retired a 
little out of the vilhige. As the militaij came up the iBawr> 
gent leaders gave orders to their followers to irep faui Ibf^ 
tnnateljr thej were not obejrccL Thejr inuaediatd j attcmpicd 
to ilee* About fortj were taken and secured, while the rest 
made their escape. The prisoners, after an ezaminalkm 
before the president and council, were, on their prafession 
of sincere repentance, discbaiged, and the insurrection was 
thus effectnallj suppressed, without the loss of life and with- 
out anj serious eviL 

Although Londonderry had voted m fevor of a paper cur> 
rency, yet it evinced its love of order and good government, 
by condemning the conduct of its dlizens, who took pari in 
the insurrection. Those of them who sustained n relation to 
dtlicr of the diurches in town, were required to make a 
public acknowledgment of the error into which they had 
been drawn. 

In 1790, it was decided ** Ihot the annual town meetings 
should be henceforth held alternately at tlie East and West 
parish meeting-houses, and that the Town desk be chosen 
in the parish where said meetings are held." 

In 1792, the town being entitlc«l to two representatives, it 
was voted, tJiat one should be clioseu fit>in each iiari:ili. 'Hiis 
agreement, as well lis that rcsiiectiiig the |i1ace ot' uievtiiig^ 
was strictly and harmoniously observed for nearly forty 
years, until the division of the town. 

In 1792, a committee was a])i)oiiited by the town to pro- 
cure land for a graveyard in tlio West Parish. A lot was 
accordingly luirchased for that pul'iMise, and it is now tlie 
princiiMtl burying-ground in Londonderry. In tliat yard 
repose the remains of the Rev. ^lessrs. Morrison and Hayes, 
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two of the pastors of that parish. The Rev. Mr. MacGregor, 
their first pastor, was interred hj the side of his fatlier, the 
Rev. James MacGregor, in the old burying-ground, in the 
East Parish. 

From tlic termination of the war in 1783, which secured 
to us frcc<h)m and indc|)endcncc, no cvcnU of special inter- 
est^ have marked (he history of Ijondonderry. 

For nearly a century from its settlement, there was no 
collection of dwellings in any part of (he town, which could 
with pi-opriety be called a villnge. The principal employ- 
ment of the inhabitants being agriculture, they were sepa- 
rated at the usual distance of farm-houses, with here and 
there a mechanic's shop. 

In 180G, the turnpike from Concord, N. H., was made, 
and passing through Londonderry, gave* rise to the Lowtr 
Village, as it is now called. Tliis spot being central to the 
town, situated between the two parish meeting-houses, and 
favored with some water-privilcgcs, soon became a place of 
very considerable business, and was in. some degree a centre 
of traffic for the neighboring towns. Although the place 
now termed the Upper Village, where the first meeting-house 
was erected, is |M>culiarly pheasant, by reason of its elevation 
and delight ful pr<»iif»ry, but fow buildings were en!ct/^d there, 
from the planting of the colony, until 1812. The parsonage, 
a taveni, and two or three farm-houses, were tlie only build- 
ings in the immediate vicinity of the meeting-house. 

In 18 11, a road, beginning about eighty rods cast of the 
meeting-house, and leading to the Prentice House, was opened, 
chiefly through the agency of Alanson Tucker, Esq., who 
had, a few years before, removed into the town from Boston. 
This roail afforded some house-lots, on one of which he built 
his mansion, and encouraged the erection of others. ^ The 
growth of the village was subsequently promoted by tlie 
establishment of the Adams Female Academy. The origin 
of this institution, and also that of the Pinkerton Academy, 
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majbe tiaeed to theestahlMthmwitef adatnaJIHi^Sdiool 
in the upper Tillagey bj a number of gentlemen, m cnrij m 
1798. In order that the jouth in the town and ita vidni^ 
might obtain a more thonwgh education than the eommoi 
schoob eoold afford, a few citixena associated A>r the ]mrpoM 
and erected on the Common, near the East meeting-house^ i 
eommodious building, mid engaged educated gentlemen m 
teachers. Their first teacher was Mr. Z. S. Moor, aftcrwanl 
professor at Dartmoutli, and subsoquentlj president of WD 
liams and Amherst colleges. lie was succeeded bj seven 
others, until Mr. Samuel Bumluim, a graduate of Davtmout] 
college, took charge of the school, who continued his eonneetioi 
with it more than twent j jears ; and to hk labom and jieiae 
yeranee, in sustaining the schoc^ oi| his own responsihQilj 
after the proprietorB had withdrawn their individual eontri 
butkms and support, is, to some extent, the present inoorpo 
Tsted male academj indebted for its funds and even ift 
existence; as it was by a strong personal regard to Mf 
Bumham, and a desire to sustain and encourage him, tha 
the princi|ial donopof tluU institution was at first influenced 
in making his liberal bequests. Mr. Buniliam was distin 
guislicd for his ftiithfuliicsd iis a teacher, his mild and ])crsua 
sive government, the great aiuiableness of lib manners, am 
his devoted piety. He was for many years a most exem 
plary Cliristian, oiid a useful ofHccr in the church, lie died 
Nov. 1, 1834, at the age of sixty-seven years. 

The building in which the High School had been kept fm 
about thirty years being out of repair, amuigcments wen 
made, in 1814, to erect by subscription a larger mid mon 
commodious one, for the accommodation of the pupils and tli< 
encouragement of Mr. Bnmhani, who had stniggleil for som< 
yeorg to sustain the school. During the process of the erec 
Uon and completion of the building, it was pi-oinised, by tho6< 
interested in it, to i>etition the IcgisUilurc for an net ol 
incorporation, and at the same time it was suggested t( 
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Mi^r John Pinkerton, who had subscribed liberally towards 
the erection of the building, that a fund, to insure the con- 
tinuance* of the school, and to extend its means of usefulndss, 
would be verj desirable ; and that if he should see fit to 
make a donation for that purpose, the petitioners would 
request to have it incor|>orated in his name, as the Pinker- 
ton Academy, in Londonderry. The proposition was favor- 
ably received, and he proposed, at first, to bestow five thousand 
dollars. The petition for an act of incorporation, designated 
the site of tlie former building as the. place where the acad- 
emy should be located ; but the bill accompanying it, through 
an oversight, did not contain this provision. While tlie bill 
was passing the several readings in the legislature, an 
addition of another trustee to the number proposed by the 
petitioners was mnilc, at the suggestion of the representative 
from this town, to whom the business of obtaining the act 
was intrusted. l\y this means a iniyority was secured in the 
boanl, who desired a different location of the academy from 
that which had been decided upon by the petitioners, and 
where a building had been by them actually erected and fin- 
ished. The Pinkerton Academy was consequently located 
where it now is, more than a mile west of the spot where the 

* RcT. Mr. Parker often remarked that, some time provions to the 
foundation of the Pinkerton Academy, he visited Major Pinkerton for the 
irarpose of obtaining a snbscription in aid of the school then in opera- 
tion. In the course of their conversation, he remarked to Major Pin- 
kerton, that he hoped at itomc time thcj might have a permanent school, 
the one at that time conducted by Mr. Bumham being without funds, 
and liable to be suspended, whenever the teacher should And it unprofit- 
ablo. The next time they met, Major Pinkerton said to Bfr. Parker: "I 
have licen thinking a great deal about that word per-man-tnt (giving it 
the Scotch pronunciation), and your suggestion seems to me very 
important** There can be little doubt that that word, dropped almost 
by accident, .first suggested to Major Pinkerton the idea of giving a por- 
tion of his property to endow a permanent High School in the town, and 
was, in fact, the origin of the Pinkerton Academy. — Editor. 

11 
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■ehool had been sustained. The cwiiige was pndw- 
tiTe, at iint, of excited feelingi in the eoaunaniljr; bnl the 
lesnU has perhaps been favorable to the interest of the Iowa, 
as it gave rise to a female school in the Upper YQIageb which 
was subsequent! J incorporated and endowed. 

At firsty two deportments existed in the Piukerton Acad- 
emjy* male and female. After a few year^ the tnutees 
judged it expedient to separate these departments* and con- 
6ne the instruction in the PinlEcrton Academy to males. A 
female seminarj was in consequence opened in the boildiBg 
originallj erected for an academy. In 19123, Mr. jMob 
Adamsi a gentleman without a family, deceased. He be- 
queathed about four thousand dollars of his property to endow 

*TI« FliikertoaAciideiiijwMineoqMNmtcd J«iM|1SI4. ThstmHsci 
sppoinled hj tlie diartcr werSi Iimc Tbom, M. D, Des. Jsaei Fiakcr 
ton, B«T. Bdvard L. Fkrker,Jolm Forter, Siq^ Ber. WiBisai MotiiHa, 
JohB Piokartoo, Jr. Biq^ John Bamham, Siq^ Akasoa Tacksr, Ma^ 
and Bobeit Bartlej, If. D. 

The tmstoci elected since the charter was obtained, to sapply racaa- 
ciea in the hoard at they occnrrod, are aa followB : — 

Jostin Edwarda, D. D., Jamet Thorn, Esq^ Asa McFlarlaiid, D. D., 
Daniel Dana, D. D., George Farrar, M. D., Hon. William M. Riefaaid- 
son, Jdhn H. Church, D. D., William Choate, Esq., Samael Adaau, 
Esq., Thornton Betton, Esq., UeT P. B. Daj, lie?. Jonathan Cleflseal, 
BeT. T. O. Brainerd, Samael U. Taylor, A. &L, John M. Finkerton, 
xLa a&« 

Mr. Samuel Bumham was the first preceptor; he commenced hb 
services Dec. 1, 1815, and continued until 181S. Mr. Justin B. Adaass 
succeeded him, and was preceptor one year. In 1819, Abel V. Uil- 
dreth, A. M., was elected principal, and continued in that office until 
1846. He was succeeded by Caleb Emery, A. B., upon whose resigna- 
tion, in 1848, RcT. Elihu T. Bowc, A. B., was elected. Mr. Rowc 
resigned Not. 1850, and was succeeded by Marshall Ilcnshaw, A. M., 
the present prindpaL 

The present permanent funds of the institution amount to $16,185,19 
of which $13,185,18, were given by Major John Tiukerton. The remain 
ing $3,000 were bestowed by Deo. James Piukerton, his original donatioi 
of $1,500, having now doubled. 
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A fenuUe academy, to be located within one hundred rods of 
the East Parish meeting-house, in Londonderry. It was 
accordingly incorporated as the Adams Female Academy. 
It was the first incorporated female academy in the State ; 
and among the first in New England in which the course of 
studies was prescribed, and the classes arranged as in our 
collegiate institutions. 

Miss Z. P. Grant, who had been a pupil, and was then an 
assistant, in the seminary of the Ilev. Joseph *Emcrson, was 
placed at the head of this institution. She was aided by 
Miss Mary Lyon, who subsequently became so distinguished, 
as a teacher, in carrying into successful operation, at the 
Mount Holyoke Seminary, the plan of female education 
originally adopted here. 

The Rev. Mr. Emerson's views and plans on this subject 
socm to have l)orn in advance of his times, but his instruc- 
tions contributed largely to give the right direction to the 
minds of these ladies, whose influence upon the community 
has been so extensively and happily felt " The germ of the 
seminary founded by Miss Lyon, may probably be found," 
says President Hitchcock, in his memoir of that lady, " in a 
remark made by the Kcv. Mr. Emerson to Miss Grant, wlien 
advising her to take charge of tlic Adams Female Academy. 
' If you can put into operation,' said he, * a permanent school 
on right principles, you may well afford to give up your life 
whenever you have done it' It was the hope of realizing 
Uiis thought, that induced that lady to take charge of the 
Adams Academy, where for several years she labored with 
Miss Lyon, to accomplish the object" 

Under the superintendence and instruction of these two 
ladies, the institution here established soon became distin- 
guished. The system of study adopted, though novel and 
thorough, met witli very general approbation. Young ladies 
from various parts of New England resorted to it It soon 
contained a hundred pupils, and it continued to rise in char- 
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aeter and inflneDee^ nnUl curcmnttaiieei led IGm Oraat mi 
MIm Ljron to rengn Iheir coonectioB with it» and to open \ 
■dMNd for joang kidiee at Ipawich, liMi^ which thoy eoi 
ducted on the prindplet here laid down, and whidi wcr 
carried more fdUj into <^peration at South lladlej. 

ThejT were suooeeded bj Mr. Charles C. P. GalCy of Exelei 
a graduate of Yale Coliege. He sustained a high diameter a 
a teaeher, and remained prindpal of the institution ten yean 
when he was invited to Boston, to take charge of a femal 
school in thai alj. He h%d but just entered upon the dotic 
of this situation, when he was snddenl j remored bj deatl 
Marchl,1888. On the resignation of Mr. Gale, John KeD] 
Esq., of Atkinson, was i^»pointed prindpaL He eontinne 
to have the chaige of it three jcars ; and on his letirini 
the institution was again, in aocordaneo with its origin 
I^an, placed under the instruction and govenunent of femal 
teachers. Miss LanraW. Dwighttool^diaigeof it in IM 
and remained its prindpal three years. It is at presei 
under female instruction, and affords to joung ladies advai 
tages of a thorough education. 

Mr. Adorns, in addition to the fund for the establishmei 
of a female academy, gave eight hundred doUan to tli 
parish, for the purchase of a belL 

In 1828, the number of inlmbitants, the extent of terri 
tory, the inconvenience of attending the town meeting 
together with many local and rival interests, wbicli frequent 
ly agitated the community, induced 'those residing in th 
easterly part, to apply to the legislature for a division of tb 
town. The petition was granted, and the easterly fiortio 
was set off as a township and incor|x>rated by the name < 
Deny, the remaining i>ortion retaining the original nam 
of Londonderry. There was nearly am eipml division c 
territory and of population. The town contained 48,47 
acres. West of the divisional line are 25,870 acres ; east i 
the line, 22,600 ; making the territory of Londonderry 8,27 
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acres larger than the town of Dcrry. l\\it wliile tho town- 
ship of Londonderry exceeds that of Deny m territory, it 
contains a less population. 

In 1829, a hank, with a capital of one hundred thousand 
dollars, was chartered in Deny, by the name of the Deny 
Bank. Alanson Tucker, Esq. was its president, and James 
Thorn, Esq., its cashier, from, its establishment, until its 
charter expired, in 1849. 

Although tho strong traits of character which marked 
the early settlers of tliis town, their staid attachment to re- 
ligious principle and order, their firm adherence to what 
they believed true and sacred, their generosity and social 
attachments, are still manifest in their descendants, and mark 
the community which tliey here founded ; yet many causes, 
during a period of more than an hundred years, have tended 
to obliterate in a degree these distinctive traits. While em- 
igrations from Londonderry were taking place from time to 
time, as its |K)pulation increased, English families from other 
places have removed into the town, preferring, as they left 
the denser settlements on the sea-board, to purchase farms 
already brought into a state of cultivation, rather than, like 
the more hardy and adventurous sons of these colonists, to 
penetrate and subdue tha unbroken wilderness. A few such 
families, at an early period, settled on a pleasant tract, north 
of Beaver Pond, which, from that circumstance, received the 
name of the English Range, which it still retains. 

About the year 1790, the town received a valuable acces- 
sion of settlers from Ipswich, Mass. They were of the true 
Puritan race, and retained all those excellences of character 
that distinguished the pilgrim band, which settled that an- 
dent town. They had been trained up under the ministry 
of Rev. Messrs. Rogers, Frisly, Cleavcland, and Dana, men 
distinguished for learning and piety, and for their attach- 
ment to the doctrines and order of the Puritans. 

Although their national traits of character differed in some 

11* 
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looQ Ueododi eadi imputiiiff and 'wwgiving bf^Mi fi i . |w fjH^ 
anion. A degree of cidtiYtion and refinamcntwnsinniniteil 
bj these Kngiiih 101116111 whidi ■enred toaofton and inqHOfe 
the Bterner and more roogfa foalnies of the 8ootcb*Iridi 
duuracter. 

The fint fiunfl j which came fiom Ipewidi to Londoa- 
derrjy waa thai of John Croes. Ho was loon followed faj 
othersy as William and Jamea Choate, Joaqih and Jkiijamia 
PrDCtoTy Nathaniel Jewett, Beigamin OaldweU, Joaqih Cogfh 
well, Aaron Qioatey John Burnham, John Oodcer, Eiieaer 
Low. They were of the Congregational order, hot readily 
united in the Presbyterian form of dioreh goreramenl 
wliidi had been here observed. Many of them became dis- 
tingnished noi only as intelligent and inilaaitial dtUKM^ bat 
as ^kient members of the diurch, and their dficfimlanti 
are among the moat valoable inhabitants of the town. 

Several fimilieSy soon after this emigration from Ipswkh, 
removed into this town from Newbury, Masa^ among whidi 
were tliose of David and Edmund Adams, wlio became 
large loiidLohlcrH, niul entered exlensivcly into agricultural 
pursuits. 

Another company from the more southeriy part of Massa- 
chusetts removed into Londonderry, and settled in the West 
Parish. Some of these families were of the Baptist denomi- 
nation. They were not disposed to unite with the Presby- 
terian sodety, as others Lad done, but, being joined by 
some few of the older inhabitants, they organized and formed 
a Baptist church and sodety, and in 1829, erected a meeting- 
house in the north-west part of tlie town, which had been 
usually called Canada. 

Families from different parts have, from time to time, 
removed into this town, and others have left, so that the pro- 
portion of the descendants of the first settlers is at present 
not large. There are, however, some which retain unmixed 
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the notivo Scotch-Irish blood. Of the families liviDg in the 
town, there are but few that retain the farms first subdued 
from the original forest, and cultivated bj their progenitors 
of the same name. But while a mm*kcd change has taken 
place in regard to its inhabitants, it is deserving of grateful 
notice, that most of the accessions which this town has 
received from oilier communities, have been families of sober 
and industrious habits, friendly to good order, and attached 
to ii^ligious institutions, and have consequently contributed 
to its prosperity. 

For a number of years after the settlement of this town, 
there were no means of conveyance from place to place. Vehi- 
cles, now in such common use, were then almost unknown ; and 
had there been such, the state of the roads would not have 
admitted of their general use. Those who attended meet- 
ing on the Sabbath, though the distance was in some instances 
great, usually travelled on foot, — mothers often with a young 
child in their arms. At length, as horses became more com- 
mon, the more wealthy part of the inhabitants might be seen 
going to meeting on horseback, the good-man before, the wife 
on tlie pillion, behind. Tliis, until the dose of the last cen- 
tury, was the usual if not only mode of conveyance. In 
this way long journeys would be (K3rfonncd, females not un- 
frequently carrying an infant in their arms. Horses were 
then trained to pace or rack, and not, as now, to trot ; tliat 
gait being more gentle and easy for tlie rider. It was not 
till ncariy the commencement of the present century, that 
the first chaise was introduced. This was owned by Hon. 
John Prentice. It excited great wonder, and was deemed 
an unjustifiable extravagance. In 181 4, the first horse- wagon 
was introduced into the town. It was made and owned by 
Dea. James Gregg. The style, ease, and mode of finish 
of these vehicles, now in such general use, have since been 
greatly improved. 

But although the inhabitants in past days were destitute of 
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these mttuiB of oonvejanoe; altlioti(^diejwereiiol,M wnr, 
dad in <ia«"^l» and fun dnring die winter aeaeon, or even 
poaaefed of an outer garment, now deemed indiipenaaliles 
and although their house of wordup was u^ivmded with 
stoves^ and all the eonYenienoes of ease and oomfort whidi 
it now poasessesy jci seldom did thej fail of a regular and 
punctual attendance, in winter as well as summer, on the 
stated worship of the sanctuaiy. These priTations and hard- 
ships thej cheerfiill J sustained, from love to the goapd, and 
a desire to transmit to their descendants a goodly inheritance. 
Lei not their simple manners and customs everhe rqiroached 
or ridiculed b j those who are reaping the Iruits of their 
industry, frugality, and self-denying piety. 

Much attention has, from the first, beoi paid to rommon 
sdiool education in this town. Primary sdioob haTe been 
maintained and well regulated in its soTeral districts^ and 
few, if any, of the children and youth haTe nol been taa|^ 
in the rudiments of knowledge. A dassical or hi|^ sdioel 
was here established, when but few such institutions existed. 
Since which, a mole and female academy, both well endowed, 
have been incorporated and well sustained. 

Many of our youth, availing themselves of the advantages 
of these institutions, have obtained a good academical educa- 
tion, and become teachers in the district schools of this and 
surrounding towns; while a very considerable number of 
young men have received a collegiate education, and become 
distinguished in professional life. 

Few towns, perha|i8, |)osscss more advantages tlian belong 
to the original township of Londonderry. AVUether we con- 
sider the scenery it everywhere presents, the strength and 
fertility of its soil, its vicinity to several flourishing cities 
and manufacturing villages, its means of communication 
with them by railroad ; or its institutions of learning, its gen- 
eral order and the ample provision made for the permanent 
support of the Christian ministry, they surdy have reason 
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for gratitodc, who enjoy a dwelling-place possessing so manj 
adTantages. They have, indeed, a goodlj heritage. There 
may be places where larger possessions can be more readily 
acquired, bol few, if anj, where the means of comfortable 
living, and of intellectual and moral improvement, can be 
more easily obtiuncd, or are more generally ei\joyod* 



CHAPTER IV. 

rARf^llTTRRIANISM IN NEW ENGLAND — KXTRACT8 FROM TUB OLD 
CHURCH RECORDS — DEATH AND CHARACTER OP RBV. J. MAO- 
ORKUOR — RKV. MR. CLARK, HIS CIIARAOTBR — 8BTTLBMBNT OF 
REV. MR. TII0NI*80N — DESCRimON OP TUB 8A0RAMBNTAL 8BR- 
VICE— INDUCTION OP ELDERS — FORMATION OF TUB WB8T PAH- 
I8H, AND SETTLEMENT OP RBV. D. MACOREOOR — 8BTTLBMBNT 
OP REV. MR. DAVIDSON — REVIVAL — NEW MBBTINO-HOUSB — 
DEATH AND CHARACTER OF REV. D. MACOREOOR — 8RTTLBMBNT 
OP REV. MR. BI0RR180N — DEATH AND CHARACTER OF RBV. MR. 
DAVIDSON — RETTLEBIENT OP REV. MR. DROWN — DIVtStONS III 
TUB E.\flT PARIAH —DIAMIMAL OP MR. DROWN — SRTTLBMBNT 
OP THE PRESENT PASTOR — ENDOWMENT OP TUB TWO PARI SUBS 

— DEATH AND CHARACTER OF RBV. MR. MORRISON — DR. DANA 

— REV. MR. HATES, HIS DEATH AND CHARACTER — REV. MR. 
ADAMS — REV. MR. RRAINERD — CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY •— 
REV. MR. DAT — METHODIST SOCIETT — REVIVALS. 

The text from which the Rev. Mr. MacGrcgor preached, 
when he took the pastoral care of the infant church in Lon- 
donderry, then literally in the wilderness, was from Ezekiel 
37 : 2G : ** Moreover, I will make a covenant of peace with 
them'; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them: and 
I'will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sane- 
ioary in the midst of them forevermorc.'' This promise, as 
applied to this band of emigrants, has been strikingly ful- 
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filled, in the pemumeDcjy enlargement, and prosperity of the 
settlement, then devoutly commenced. It lias heen shown 
in a previous cliapter, timt the leading motive of these colo- 
nists in coming to this country, was the more full and free 
enjoyment of religious privileges. Like most of the New 
England colonists, they sought a home and a place to wor- 
ship God. The emigration, therefore, from Ireland in 1718, 
called the Londonderry emigration, as they mostly came from 
that city, and its vicinity, included four Prcshyterian minis- 
ters, viz. MacGregor, Comwell, lioyd, and Holmes. Of tlieae 
ministers, the settlers of this town made choice of the Rev. 
Mr. MacGregor, as their pastor. He was now in the meri- 
dian and vigor of life. He had received a thorough classical 
and theological education, and sustained for some years the 
pastoral oifico in Ireland. Ho was every way qualified to be 
to them a spiritual guide and counsellor. Although, in conse- 
quence of his lamented deatli, his relation to them continued 
but a few years, yet he was an important blessing to the 
infant settlement, as it rcs|)ccted its civil as well as ecclesi- 
astical concerns. We find from public documents, tliat he 
was associated with others, and wais doubllcss the most inliu- 
ential, in securing a title to the soil, in obtaining an net of 
incoq>oration, and in erecting and finishing a house of worship. 
The tradition, in regard to his correspondence with the Mar- 
quis de Vaudreuil, has been already noticed. 

As no presbytery then existed in this part of the country, 
nor any other Pi'csbyteriau church in New Enghuid, lliure 
could luive been no reguLu* installation of Mr. MacGn^gor, 
over the congregation. It api>ears from the brief record of the 
transaction, that the people being assembled fur public wor- 
ship, the jmstor elect, having preached to them from the 
passage above referred to, did, in the presence of (jod, take 
the people to be his pastoral charge. And tliey, by a public 
expression of their wishes, received him as their minister. 
We know not the number of members which composed the 
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church at its organization ; but its increase was rapid, as the 
settlement advanced. At a communion season, in 1723, 
there were one hundred and sixty communicants. At the 
next spring communion, onlj four years from the formation 
of the church, there were present two hundred and thirty 
members. 

Being of Scottish descent, and having been educated in 
the Presbyterian faith and discipline, that mode of church 
government wor adopted by this company of settlers. The 
church which they established was the first Presbyterian 
church in New England. Others were soon formed by the 
emigrants who accompanied and followed them to this land, 
as they settled in different parts of the country. 

The Federal Street Cliurch (then Long Lane) in Boston, 
was originally Presbyterian, and was formed soon afler the 
organization of this. Their first pastor was the Bev. Mr. 
Morchcad, from Ireland. Ue was a man of distinguished 
talents, and eminent for his piety ; but subject to a natural 
temperament so excitable as not unfrequently to lead to rash 
and imprudent acts and expressions, which called forth on 
one occasion, from Mr. MacGregor, his particular friend, 
this reproof: *^ Mr. Morchcad, you have double the grace of 
common Christians, but not half enough for yourself." His 
funeral sermon was preached by the Bev. Mr. David Mac- 
Gregor, from the text, " Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile.** He was succeeded by Robert Annin, also from 
Ireland, and distinguished as a scholar and a divine. On 
his removal to Philadclpliia, Dr. Belknap, of Greenland, tJie 
historian of New Hampshire, became pastor of that church. 
About this time, its mode of church government was changed 
from the Presbyterian to the Congregational f9rm. Presby- 
terian churches were so multiplied in New England, that, 
as early as 1729, we find in the records of the London- 
derry church session, a notice of a meeting of presbytery in 
Boston ; and that an elder was. appointed to attend its ses- 
sion. It may have been formed a few years earlier. 
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Hie Fjpetbjterian mode of dmidi oider, diflWig finon 
die Ooogragalioiialy wfaidi dMiu independency, en jy oeei 
than the govenuneot of die duudii as laid down in die Nev 
Testament waa.bf presbyteiiesi diafc ii, bf aMoriafinnt of 
ministen and nding eideni all poaioiBod of equal povenb 
without any anperiori^ among them, tttl^ in ofioe or 
order; and in this principal featore, it was <qppoted to Bpia- 
copacy, whidi gave so mach power to tlie bishop. 

It was, moreover, deemed more nniple and spiritnal in its 
mode of worship, eonferring upon the pec^e a larger share 
in the affiurs of the chorch. Between Presbytmanism and 
Evang^cal congr^;|itionalism, there is little or no d iflei e n ee, 
except in the form of government Every Cbngr^gstional 
diordi, as respects ecclesiastical government, is a separate 
and indepmdent body ; while according to the Presbyterian 
mode, there are regidar and establishod judieatoffies^ befim 
which all cases of discipline or difficoliy can be prampdy 
and regulariy broogfat The lowest is the chnroh ssssion, 
consisting of the minister and the ciders of the congr^ation, 
who arc chosen to this office by tlicir brethren. The next 
judicatory is the presbytery, which consists of all tho |iaston 
witliin a certain district, and one ruling eklcr from cadi 
church, commissioned by his brethren, to represent, in con- 
junction with the minister, the session of that church. From 
the judgment of the presbytery, lies an appeal to the synod, 
which meets once a year, and exercises over the presbyteries 
within its bounds a jurisdiction similar to that which is vested 
in each presbytery over tlie several church sessions within 
its bounds. 

The synods are composed of the members of the several 
presbyteries within their re8i>ective limits. Tlie highest 
authority in the Presbyterian church, is tlie General Assem- 
bly, which consists of a certain number of ministers and 
ruling elders, delegated from each presbytery. To this body, 
appeals may be brought from all the other ecclesiastical 
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oonrto, and in questions purely religious no ^peal can be 
had from its decisions. There is thus a most perfect system 
of procedure in all cases of difficulty, very similar to that in 
civil cases before the courts of law, the tribunals being per- 
manently established, and not called by the parties for the 
occasion. Tlic doctrines of the Presbyterian church have 
ever been Calvinistic, as contained in their confession of 
faith. The early settlers of Londonderry were ardently 
attached to the doctrines and government of this church, 
being those of the church of Scotland, and introduced there 
a century before, by John Knox, the celebrated Scotch 
reformer. Fresbytcrianism, thus planted by this colony, 
branched out, as churches were formed by emigrations from 
the town, so that at an early period there was not only a 
presbytery oonstituted in Boston, but subsequently two 
others, composed of churches in Massachusetts, New Hamp- 
shire, and Maine. These presbyteries were at length formed 
into one body, called << The Synod of New England,** which 
continued to hold regular annual meetings, usually at Lon- 
donderry, for several years. 

In 1782, some difficulties having arisen, and the number of 
the Synod being considerably reduced, they agreed to dissolve, 
and to form themselves into one presbytery, by the name of 
the Presbytery of Salem. After subsequent divisions and 
changes, there was formed, M&y, 1794, a union of the asso- 
datcd reformed presbytery of Londonderry, and of the 
eastern presbytery; the body thus united, was called the 
Presbytery of Londonderry. This title it continues to retain, 
being the only Presbyterian body now in New England, 
embracing twelve churches, two of which are in Massachu- 
setts, the others in New Hampshire ; and about twenty min- 
isters. 

The records of the church in Londonderry, ^commence 
June 27, 1728. The first church session consisted of Rev. 
James MacGregor, moderator, David Cargil, James Mo- 

12 
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Keen, Ehuniid Moor, John Oodumn^ Jobn Bwrcll, WDHmi 
Ayer, Jamee Alexander, Jamee Adame^ Boberi WDaon, and 
Robert GiTan, dders. Jamee Boed was added fai 17M. 

The following eztnieU from llieir reeordt nuj lervo as ok 
ill netr a ti o n of tlie vigilanee wiUi wbkk theae dderi waUshed 
orer Uie flodc, of wUch thej were Uie overMov. TIm inl 
ease whidi engaged their attention was Uie report that Jamee 
Doake had qoarrelled with his father and beaten bias. The 
recnd statca^ that ** the session came to *h«» condnuon : that 
after a great deal of pains taken, thej cannot find It proven 
that James Doake did beat his fcther, yet the session agreeth 
that James Doake should be rebuked befi>re them, for living 
his fiOher the lie, and to be exhorted to respect and honor 
his parents in words and actions.* 

llie next case of discipline was a diarge brongiit by John 
Arphihald, against James Moor, for using mynstifiaUe ex- 
pressions, of a profime character, which Moor denied: yet 
he was exhorted by the session to be watdilhl and men 
drcumspoct for tlio future 

A trait of character which distinguislied this pecqik, was 
a generous symimthy for their friends in drcomstances of 
affliction, and a readiness to tender relief. Ilcnce we find, 
that at the early period of 1725, the session ordered two 
public collections to be taken on the Sabbath. One was to 
aid a Mr. James Claris, residing in Butland, to ransom 
his son, taken by the Indians; the collection, straitened 
as were their drcumstanoes at the time, amounted to Art 
pounds. The other was for the relief of William Moor, who 
had two cows Idlled by the falling of a tree ; three pounds 
and nineteen shillings were received. It is most evident, 
frtMn these andent records, that, whatever imperfections 
appeared in the character of the people, they did not suffer 
sin to pass unreproved. Impurity of speech or act ; the cir- 
culation <^ shmderous reports, dishonesty, or neglect of sodal 
religious duties, were subjects <^ prompt and faithful disci- 
pline. 
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In 1784, we find the entrj of a ooihplaint by Archibald 
Stark, against John Morrison, that, having found an axe in 
the road, ** he did not leave it at the next tavern, as the 
laws of the coantrj dotli require ;" and although Morrison ac- 
knowledged Uio fact, and plead that it was of so small a value 
that it would not quit cost to proclaim it, jet he was sovcrelj 
censured hj tlie session, and exhorted to repent of the evil. 

On another occasion, two individuals were arraigned for 
indecent behavior, who plead as an apology tluit they were 
in a state of intoxication at the time. This, so far from being 
considered as any excuse for Uic acts of which tJiey were 
accused, was declared by the session an aggravation of their 
sin ; and they were dealt with accordingly. No people were 
more distinguished for sound Christian doctrine and order, 
or for a more strict and inflexible code of morals. 

In 1729, the town experienced a heavy loss in the removal 
of the Rev. Mr. MacGregor, their spiritual guide and father. 
No trial could have been more afllictive to this people. He 
had taken a lively and tender interest in their temporal as 
well as spiritual prosperity, and by his counsels, his influence, 
and his many exertions, contributed much to the formation 
of tlie character and to the great pros}>erity of the settlement. 
He lived to see tlie vine which had been brought from his 
native land into this wilderness, taking Arm root and begin- 
ning to extend its tender branches. His name and memory 
were most tenderly cherished by his bereaved flock, and suc- 
ceeding generations ; and the effects of his labors among them 
were long and widely felt. He possessed a robust constitu- 
tion, and had enjoyed flim and uninterrupted health. He 
had never been visited with sickness until seized with that 
which terminated his life. Though at the time but a youth, 
he was among the brave defenders of Londonderry, in Ire- 
land, and discharged from the tower of the cathedral the 
large gun, which announced the approach of the vessels that 
brought them relief. Thus habituated to hardsliips and self- 



IM BtfMwr or vomMMm 




dBDiai^ be vw wd prapsrad to iharo wilb die 
took pnwmion of this ■pol> Jkt irnkf dtaigart, and 
cf OMO and eomibftv eror attwidanl «iKMi a new 
He forvWed iNit a few daya die attack cf fefcr, wilb iriMck 
hewasieiaed. He died oo Wednesday, Mardi fi, 1729» 
was interred on die Satoida j fidkiwingi widi de^ and 
oral lamentation. The Rer. Mr. Phillips, of Andovcr, 
preached his ioneral sermon, from die words of 7frhariah 
1:5: ^'Yoor fiohers, where are diej? and die prophets^ da 
dief live fiirarer?* AUhooi^ die srttlemgni, befim Us 
deadi, had sormountod ita principal difBcnhies, and so grsatly 
incrsMedy diat,at die last sacismf nisi occasion on i^dch he 
attended, with his beloved flodc, there were present dnee 
hundred and sevent j-dve commnnicants, jet Ua rsasoifal 
was deeply felt and lamented. '^ He was,* as Dr. Belknap 
jusdy obseires, in his Historr, '^awise,aSectionali^andfiulk» 
fid guide to his people, both in dvil and reUgpons 
From traditional remarks, as well as from some ftw 
scripts of his, which have been presenred, we are led to 
sidcr him a man of distinguished talents, both natural and 
acquired. lie evidcotlj possessed a Yigorous and discrint* 
inating mind. lie was stricUy ovaugcllcai iu hia doctrinal 
views, and peculiarij spiritual and experimental in his 
preaching. During his short but severe sickness, he mani- 
fested a firm, unshaken faith in the Saviour, and a lively hope 
of his interest in the promises of the gospeL In the imme- 
diate prospect of death, he remarked to those around him, 
that he trusted he had known Christ from the fourteenth 
year of liis age, and could cheerfully confide to his hands his 
immortal interests. 

The session, in noticing his removal, on their records, 
speak of " his peaceful and triumpluuit death, of his victori- 
ously entering into the joy of his Lord.** lie was fifiy-two 
years of age at his death. He left a widow and seven 
•children. His personal appearance was commanding; 
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Stature tall and erect, his complexion rather dark, and his 
countenance expressive.* 

Soon after the death of Mr. MacGregor, the Rev. Matthew 
Clark, having received ordination in Ireland, came to this 
country and immediately repaired to Londonderry, where 
his countrymen and many of his former acquaintance now 
resided. At the request of the church and congregation, he 
supplied the desk and took the pastoral care of the people, 
although not formally installed as their pastor. Possessing 
distinguished literary acquirements, he also officiated as an 
instructor in the higher hranches of education. Though 
about seventy years of age when he came to this town, yet 
he continued in the vigorous discharge of his duties for more 

* An ilhifltrativo of tho pmctimt customs and tnnnncn of Uio ctcrgj- 
mcn of those (toys, nnd of Mr. MncGrcgor's prompt And decided char' 
Actcr, it is rotated, tlint daring the time of the first hnnrest after the 
settlement, a party of men, strong in numbers, came up from the neigh- 
boring town of Haverhill, Bfass., as it seems had been their custom for 
some years previous, to mow and carry off* the grass from the fine natu- 
ral meadows. This was not unexpected ; but it was supposed that,'a 
manly and explicit explanation being given, they would at once desist ; 
and at the suggestion of their pastor, lilr. MacGrcgor, a committee of four 
or five men went out to meet them, for this purpose. The representa- 
tions of tliis committee, however, were treated with derision, which being 
reported, some others went forward, headed by their pastor, who in rery 
decided though dignified terms, and with some warmth, told them that 
the title of the proprietors of Londonderry to the grass was direct and 
perfect, and ordered them off the ground. Tlie leader of the party 
immediately walked up to Mr. MacGregor, and shaking his fist in hit 
face, in an angry, threatening tone, exclaimed, alluding to his clerical 
costume, "Nothing saves you, sir, but your black coat" Mr. Mac- 
Gregor instantly replied, '* Well, it shan*t save you, sir,** and throwing 
off his coot, was about to suit tlie action to the word, when the party, 
with their boasting leader, beat a retreat 

It was the custom, at that day, for all ** able-bodied men '* to go to 
church well armed, in order to be prepared to repel any sudden attack, 
from the Indians, and their pastor always marched into his pulpit with 
Atf ^tm well loaded ami primed. 

12» 
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HhamdKjmn. He bad lenred as an oHeer in dba FkvlMl- 
ant anuT dminc tlia ciril ooounodons in IralttBd* and vml 

MalraadT ttaffwli adiva in tha ^^ftwMw> of Londondenr. 
daring die nemonUe ilege whidi it eodnred. In one af 
the aalliei whidi were freqoently made bf the beaiqged, ke 
leeeiTed a woond, the bail gracing the temple and ao alhet 
inff the bone* that it never healed* The aore was eoneealed 
bf a bkdL patch, as liis portrait now showii and maj be 
regarded as an honorable t i^ ttinM?nia1 ^ ^** *"' 1 i!f ffT f f w " w nti 
After the civil eommolions in his native ^^"^ bad anbsidedt 
he quit the militaiy service^ and having qnaWied bimasl^ 
became a preacher of the gospel, lajing down the sword of a 
hallowed defence fiir the purer service of the sons cf Aaron* 
He was verj eecoitric in his mannen, possessing it is said, 
a peculiar vein of humor, which would occasionall j appear 

in his more public services.* He was sound in the fidth, 

* 

• Darinf tbs period of tbs ** old Firaadi war," s joBBf^ lufs, siUMie^ 
sod ilM-looUiig BritUi ottoer, hAppeniDg, during hii fiuloaah, lo bs at 
Londondcny, attended church on tbe Sabbath, and etandina about tha 
door till after aervioo liad commenced, wan aocoited bj an abler, and 
tobi tliot " he hail bettor walk In.** llo did lo wbUe the conijracaliou 
were engaged in pmyer, and taking a oonspicttous poaitiou, atood up, 
aa waa the general and appropriute custom of tboM days, during prajcr ; 
but being, probably, desirous of showing what he thought a good aped- 
men of a British officer, in bright scariet uniform, continued itflmliiy 
until the sermon was somewhat advanced. Bfr. Cbirfc, on gUnd^g 
around, discorered, much to his annoyance, that the attcmiou of nM»t 
of the congregation, induding neariy ail the jfouii^ lodia^ was qigroaied 
by the handsome officer ; whereupod he paused, laid down his senwM, 
and abruptly, with a significant gesture, and in his own emphatic Scotch 
.dialect, thus addressed him : ** Ye are a braw lad, ye ha*e a braw suit o* 
daithes, and we ha'e a* seen them, ye may sit doun.** 

It may be hardly necessary to add, that the courage of the aoUicr, 
which was undoubtedly amply sufficient for all ordinary emcigcndea, 
failed him here, and he insuntly sat down ; when Bfr. Clark went on 
with his sermon, as though nothing had happened. 

It is also roUted of him that in preadiing on the confidence of Peler, 
that he would not deny his Lord, and his subsequent fidl, he reflMvfced : 
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decided and independent in his sentiments, and fearless in 
defence of what he judged to be correct in doctrine, or in 
practice. In his mode of living he was singularly temperate. 
He wholly abstained from all kinds of flesh, and never ate 
of anything which had possessed animal life. Ilis martial 
spirit, though he had become a minister of the Prince of 
Peace, would not unfrequcntly be revived. It is among the 
traditions of the people, that, while sitting as moderator of 
the presbytery, the martial music of a training band, recalled 
his youthful fire, and for a while he was incapable of attend- 
ing to the duties of his olRce. To the repeated calls of the 
members, his reply was, '< Nae business while I hear the toot 
o' the drum." He married, as his third wife, the widow of 
the Rev. Mr. MacGregor. He died January 25, 1785, aged 
seventy-six. His remains, in compliance with his special 
re(|uest, were borne to the grave by those who had been his 
fellow-soldiers and fellow-sufferers in the siege of Derry. 

Previously to the death of Mr. Clark, the people, desirous 
of obtaining a minister from their native land, had made appli- 
cation to the presbytery of Tyrone for a candidate. In 1782, 
Mr. Robert Boyes was appointed by the town their com- 
missioner, who, with the advice and in concurrence with the 
Rev. Mr. McDride of Ballymony, was empowered to invite 
^ a suitable, well-qualified, and accredited minister, to take 
charge of them in the Lord, engaging to pay any one who 
should consent to come, one hundred and forty pounds annu- 



" Juiit like Peter, ajo mair forrit than wise, ganging Bwaggcring aboot 
vrV a 8word at his side ; an* a pnir ban' ho mad' o* it when he cam* to 
the trial, for he onlj cnt off a chicls* lag, an* he ought to ha* split 
doun his heed.** 

On another occasion also, he is said to hare commenced a disconrse, 
from Philippians 4 : 13, in the following manner : " * I can do all things ;* 
ay, can je Paul ? I'll bet je a dollar o* tlint, (placing a Spanish dollar 
upon the desk,) Stop 1 lets see what else Paul says : * I can do all things 
through Christ, which strcng^eneth me.* Ay, sae can I, Paul, I draw 
my bet,** and he thereupon returned the dollar to his pocket 
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ally, baiidat the tspeoMt of hit TOjage^ and dw to gh* 
at a jatdemanti ona half of ahonia-loi and a 
cot-lot, as it was Ihon termed. These two kts, with thn 
lerlal lot a^jofaiing BeaTer Pond, sobeeqoently 
Taloable fiurm, and was owned and oocnpied bj Beiv. Ifir. 
Davidson. This was a salarj moch larger than is mm w»- 
allj reeeifed bj settled ministers; and, ooosideiiiig thn timn 
when it was granted, OTinoes the seal and lihendity of te 
earl J settlers in supporting the goapd, and its i nstit i Hin as 
In those dajrs, as we learn, the eolonj gave the gOTemorhai 
one hundred poonds a year; and Portsmouth, the esfitat 
gave its minister a salary of only one hundred and Unity 
pounds. But this people had beoi tanglit the value of te 
gospel, and the ftee eiyoymeni of dime ordinances. Tkmj 
were ibrward to honor the Lord with their substance and the 
lirst fruiu of all their increase, — and they realised the fidil- 
ment of the dirine promise^ and were blessed, as a cm— u 
nity, in their basket and in their store. 

In October, 1788, Mr. Boyes returned from Lrefauid with 
the RcY. Thomas Thompson, wlio, liaving aocepied the inTita- 
tion given liim in bolialf of this church and oongr^;ation, had 
been ordained as their pastor by the presbytery of Tyrone^ and 
was, by that body, amply recommended to this people. On 
his arrival, he was cordially received by them as their mims- 
ter. A number of emigrants accompanied him, who became 
members of his society. Hia first sermon was from those 
appropriate words of Peter to Cornelius, Acts 10: 29, ^ There- 
fore came I unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I was 
sent for : I ask, therefore, for what intent ye have sent for 
me?** The session, in behalf of the church and society, 
tered the following minute on their records in respect to 
''The session having seen and approved Mr. Thompson's 
testimonials of not only his trials but ordination to be oar 
minister in the Lord, by the presbytery of Tyrone, together 
with a letter from said presbytery, wherein they largely set 
forth the great satisfaction which they had, not only of his trials, 
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but also of his Christian life and conversation, all which we 
heartily and cheerfully accept, and receive him to be our minis- 
ter in the Lord ; promising,' as €rod shall enable us, to yield all 
due subjection and obedience to him in the Lord, and torespeol 
him as an ambassador of Jesus Christ, for his work's sake." 

Mr. Thompson was twenty-nine years of age when he came 
to this country. He had married, before he left Ireland, a 
Miss Cummings, daughter of an olRcer of the British navy, 
and a lady of accomplished education. On his settlement 
in this place, he not only received the lands voted him by the 
town, but was aided by the people in the erection of a commo- 
dious house, — the one afterwards occupied by Rev. Mr* 
Davidson, his successor, and not long since taken down. 
The church enjoyed the pastoral labors of Mr. Thompson but 
five years. lie died Sept. 22, 1738, leaving a widow and one 
child. Though his ministry was short, it was highly accept- 
able to the people, and attended with the divine blessing, the 
church being very considerably increased during the period 
of his connection with it. 

From the few facts and traditionary notices of him thai 
have come down to us, it appears that he was a man of 
promising talents and varied accomplishments, easy, affable, 
and pleasing in his manners, and interesting as a publio 
speaker. At his decease, the town, from attachment to his 
family and respect to his memory, and with a liberality highly 
commendable, voted to bestow seventy pounds towards the 
education of his infant son. 

In those days, the chnracler of the minister was faithfully 
protected, by the church, against the scandals and malicious 
designs of those who desire to destroy his influence. Defam- 
ers of the ministry were not then countenanced and sustained, 
as they now are, by numbers in almost every community. 
We find that a Air. John Taggart was arraigned before the 
session for uttering reproachful words respecting Mr. Thomp* 
son, charging him with being false, and not having the truth 
in him. Taggart appeared before the session and acknowl* 
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§dnd hb fiudti in 0zpraHisff UbmV m shUt 
▼iMdIj as he bad donet wbkk eoafai 
vtbiikad and eiJiortad to be mon eantaoM and 
hb woidi tot the fbtore^ waa read befim the 
Theie if no dan of men more open to the 

rftha defiuner. and doda. owinff to their Deeoliar 
lets able to repel the amuUti than the miniiteni of the g 
peL It la only by well-doing that they can pot to iDenee ( 
repraaehes of ungodly men ; bat this often r e qiiir e s tii 
It would be well, therefore^ if churdiesi or dmrch 
wouldy on certain oocasionsi as was done in the enn 
to^ throw around their pastor a fnoteeting inlinenei^ i 
cause the defamer to fed its power. 

During Mr. Thompson's ministry, the dunch waa m 
considerably increased. At a sacramental oocasinn in 17 
only fifteen years after the settlement of the town, theie wi 
present, as appears from the church records, seven hmdi 
communicants. This number induded, as we suppose^ ms 
fliom other towns, where settlements had commenced ; s 
thoso also who, retaining a relation to this chuich, but rei 
ing elsewhere, returned, on such occasions, to enjoy I 
privilege of oonununion with their brcthreu. These seaso 
recurring but twice in the year, were regarded by the peoj 
as important occasions, — something like the assembling of I 
ancient tribes, on their national festivals. This mode of a 
ducting the sacramental service, liad its origin in the churd 
of Scotland. ^ At the commencement of the Reformation, 
that country, the Ix)rd'8 supper was admuiistcrcd four tin 
in each year. AAcrwardd, for reasons which we are not al 
to state, that ordinance came to be administered less £ 
quently, — in some churches once only in the year, and 
none more tlum twice. One consequence of this arrangenK 
was, that, whenever the ordinance was dispensed in ei 
church, it was made an ecdesiastical occasion. The past 
of three or four neighboring cliurdies left their own pal| 
on that day, wei)t (6 the aid of their brother, and took 
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mass of their congregations with them, to enjoy the privilege 
of communing with their sister church.** 

The sacramental service was commonly preceded hj 
preaching on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, the first of 
which days was observed as a sacramental fast, and observed 
as such with great strictness, the families abstaining from 
food and all kinds of worldly labor. Any violation of the day 
by secular concerns, was a disciplinable offence. A complaint 
was, on one occasion, brought against a member of the 
church, for spreading out grain on tliat day to dry, for which 
he was duly admonished by the session. The Monday 
following the sacrament was a day of thanksgiving. 

** These extra services gave rise to much preaching, which 
rendered the aid of several ministers highly desirable, if not 
necessary. When the Sabbath came, which was the great 
day of the feast, the ministers, ruling elders, and communi- 
cants of several different churches, were all assembled, pre- 
pared to gather round the sacramental tables. In tliese 
circumstances, the question would arise, how should those 
w|io were really communicants, in good standing, be distin- 
guished . from unworthy intruders, who belonged to no 
church, and were, perhaps, even profligate : but who, from 
unworthy motives, might thrust themselves into the seats of 
worthy communicants, and thus produce disorder and scan- 
dal ? To meet this difficulty, the plan was adopted to depos- 
ite, in the hands of each pastor and his elders, a parcel of 
cheap metallic pieces, stamped with the initials of the church, 
called ** tokens," which they were to dispense to all known 
members of their own church who were in attendance, and 
wished to commune. Thus, although not a quarter part of the 
communicants were personally known to the pastor, or elders 
of the church in which tlie sacramental service occurred, 
yet these cheap and convenient little certificates of church 
membership, for such they were intended to be, being re- 
ceived by each communicant from the minister and elder of 
his own church, prevented imposition and secured regularity 
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»dotfar* SwshvMtlMOi^tr 
tiMii m eentaiywera ated iaoa 
tUi VMUirjf 0f€B wttBBj jwtBn lAer Ite 
luid pMMd awaj. 

The ifl"i!Tffi1m tfim irf the ofdumeo oalheSdhfc^k 
attoiided with eertaiD cavBMNiiM and aarMti Mil 
obterred il pMMoL A long Iml nanov tdbk^ or 
derated fam, was plaeed in eadi akle^ with loww 
eadittdeibr teata. Befim theiewcvB iDed fcj 
emaiaad befim the damenlswero dislriliaie^ ^a 
wcin bamd, or ^feneed," as it was lenned, fcjthe 
minister* In tUs !*'^"' ciBf, die reoaittle 
aeoentaole ^ffff ^ ff^Ty^w ^i were stateda and inese lUflaL 
open^ which in the aialit ef Gody and a ec o rdiag to his 
would deiwr one from the table of die Lord, detaDed as 
length. ThJsmorensoaDyind n dedahriefegpoMtMmoftihs 
decalogne. Aiker this serTioe^eceDiijing from tUi^ to ftitf 
ndnntes, the seats al the tables were first filled bf fSka mora 
dderij portion of the chordL After an addrom to thess, in 
reference to the oocssiony the elements were dulj conse 
crstedy and passed along the tables bj the officiating eUeia. 
This company being senred, retired from the table while a 
hymn was sung, and another company approadied and 
took their seats, to whom the deinents were imparted in lifce 
manner, accompanied with an address from the minister. 
There would sometimes be three or four sittings or senrices 
at the table, before the whole church could be served. Tiie 
whole was followed by a warm and faithful exhortation from 
the pastor, to walk worthy of their high vocation, and 
adorn the doctrine of Gk>d their Saviour in all things. After 
a short recess, the congregation reassembled, when an appro- 
priate discourse, with the usual devotional exercises, dosed 
the public services of the day, which were often protracted 
to the going down of the sun. 

These forms and extra services are now in most of oar 
churches in a great degree laid aside. Pews are oooopiedy 
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instead of scate, at the tabic. The whole church commune 
at the same time. The Saturday and in some cases the 
Monday services ai*c omitted, and although the day of fast is 
maintiiincd in most if not all the Presbyterian churches, as a 
season pi*e[mralory for the communion ; yet even this is by 
loo many profcssora neglected, or very formally observed. 
It would be well in this case to inquire for the old paths ; 
where is the good way. Sudi solemn and devout convo- 
cations, such assembling of the people for several consecutive 
days for prayer and praise and preaching, if the practice 
were revived by the churches, would happily serve, it is 
believed, to promote their spirituality, and bring down the 
divine influences in more copious effusions. Such meet- 
ings, in connection with the administration of the Lord's 
supper, are in accordance with the directory for worship, as 
ctmlaincd in the Confession of Faith, and in many instances 
have been attended with most signal manifestations of 
the divine presence. Such was the fact in the days of the 
Erakincs, and other powerful preachers of the Scottish 
church. Their sacramental seasons were, in most instances, 
times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. There 
was a most remarkable display of divine grace, during such a 
connnunion season, in 1030, at the Church of Shotts, a small 
town between Glasgow and Edinburgh, at which nearly five 
hundi*ed are said to have been awakened, most of whom gave 
good evidence of a saving change of heart, in their subse- 
quent lives. 

Similar instances of the divine manifestations in Scotland, 
and in Ireland, were repeatedly witnessed at these pro- 
tracted meetings of the people of God ; and although these 
extra services on such occasions may have become in many 
cases mere formal observances, yet it is to be regretted that 
they should have been so generally laid aside. '' Man," as 
C<;cil remarks, "is a creature of extremes. The middle 
path is generally the wise path; but there are few wise 
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«om^toloaiL* Bmmm ov ftOen iMj hBV» 
flmdi of tanm mad ootwaid mrvieMb we kave Bait loo 
of Umb. The fcm of fodUnoM^ without die 
worthloM} boi w long as we oie craotano of 
an qont, godHnen aunt with m hofo o fimn. Whik mo 
oonnder gnoe as inseparable fiom the paitie^alion of tl 
aaeraBMotSy olhen loae ai^ of theoi as initilated meaaa 
eoDTejing grace to die heart. 

In 1786, the sessioo, hoTing been radneed faj de«^ w 
increased bj the additioii of John MooTi Sen., John Mm 
Jr., Peter Doo^assi Thomas SCeelep Alftrandwr Banki% ai 
Mlnian Cochran. The manntt of •'^^"g and indaetii 
these oflloen of the duudi, diffisred, as it appeal^ fioai d 
oonrse now generally pomed. Hie ftUowi^g eztncis fro 
die records of the session will exhibit die spirit and raaan 
of procedore in a business so soienm and in^ortant in 1 
in^!!fu^ npon die chnidL 

«lfardill,17!U^-6. The session being met and esM 
taled bj prayer, after due deliberation and calling on Gc 
to direct and assist in this weighty affair, did all agree 
make chcHce of a certain number to be added to the sessic 
and in order to carry on the same we bad long coninundn 
who shall be fixed on, and having agreed upon them, tin 
were as fbUoweth," (the individuals above named.) *TiM 
aro to be spoken to and dealt with, that they may jo] 
members in this session, and give their answer at oor ne 
meeting, which is to be upon the 25tb of Mardi. And i 
concluded by prayer." 

*^ March 25, 1736. The session being met and coostitnt 
with prayer by the moderator, Rev. Mr. Thompson, tl 
above-named John Moor, Sen., John Moor, Jr., Thom 
Steel, Peter Douglass, Alexander Bankin, Ninian Oodun 
having been formerly nominated and invited to be join 
members of this session, and as was appointed, do appc 
and being asked if they would answer the session's desi 
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and their objections and discouragements being heard and 
answered, thej all owned that it was their duty to serve Gvod 
and his church, as far as they were capable, and if the Lord 
would clear their way, they would answer their desire, and 
join with them. And the above named having been nom- 
inated to the presbytery, the session agreed that their names 
should be published before the congregation." At a subse- 
quent meeting, <<June 10, 1786, the session having delib- 
erately proceeded with the above-named men to be added to 
tlie session, by nominating them to the presbytery, as also 
their names to the congregation, dp agree that they shall 
be ordained elders upon the 23d of. this insL, June. And 
according to this appointment they were ordained and joined 
as members with the former session.** 

The settlement continuing to receive accessions from Ire- 
land and elsewhere, and the remoter sections of the township 
becoming inhabited, sundry persons in the westerly part, 
having petitioned for that object, were set off as a religious 
society, and in 1739, were invested with parish privileges by 
the General Court, and styled the West Parish in London- 
derry. 

Rev. David MacGregor, son of the Rev. James Mao- 
Gregor, the first minister of the town, took the pastoral 
charge of the newly-formed church and society. He had 
received his literary and theological education chiefly under 
the tuition of the Rev. Mr. Clark, his father's successor. He 
was ordained in 1737. The house of worship in which he 
ministered to this people of his charge, until nearly the close 
of his life, was located in the Aiken's Range. He however 
occasionally preached in what was termed the HiU meeting' 
houscy nearly a mile west. This was the site first selected by 
the West Parish as the place of worship, and a house was 
there erected. But a number of families residing in the 
easterly part of the town, being dissatisfied with Mr. David- 
son's ministry, and particularly attached to Mr. MacGregory 
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as ha WM tha toil of thair fonner panor, and 
ical in hia doctrinal TJawii and a more talantad preacfcar thi 
Mr. Davidson, united with the newly-lbrmed {MuM^ ai 
thus occasioned a diange in the location of thrir hoose < 
wonhi|i, from the ICU, so called, to tlie Aiken's llai^[9. TU 
of coancy disaffected tliot portion of the iKuisli residing we 
of the house first erected, and induced nearij the sane nui 
ber of families (about forty) to withdraw from the West, ai 
unite with the East Parish. Thus, while a portion of tl 
inhabitants passed by Mr. Davidson's hoose of woniiip 
that of Mr. MacGregor, an equal portion passed by M 
MacGregw^s house to that of Mr. Davidson. This mluipi 
division, which ccmtinued for neariy forty yean^ was pradn 
tive of evils long felt in the town, not only occasinning alie 
ation of feelings and often bitter animosities between d 
members of these two religious societies, but also pteventii 
all ministerial and even social intercourse between the pi 
tors of these flocks. 

The following minute from the records of the session 
the first church, may serve to sliow the want of Christian fi 
lowship which tlicn existed between the two cliurdies. 

"James 'Wilson came to the session and desired to 1 
admitted to the soGramcnt, to which l^Ir. Davidson told hii 
with the session, that we admitted none that partook wi 
Mr. MacGregor ; and was inquired of, whether or not it w 
a personal quarrel with his minister that made him declii 
from him. He answered it was not, hut only tlie tenu 
tlicy held up amongst them, and that he would uot join wii 
them for tlie future, and upon these ho got a token of atlmi 
sion.'' It is cause of tbankfuliioss that no such alienatii 
of feeling now exists; that for almost a centuiy miiutc 
rupted harmony and Christian inlcrcoui'sc luive prevail 
between these ancient churches, and their respective pastoi 

The original or East Parish, at a meeting in 172 
appointed a committee to unite with the session of tl 
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church, in presentiog a call to the Rev. William Davidson, 
who had supplied the desk for a time, to settle with them in 
the ministry, engaging to give him one hundred and sixty 
pounds as a settlement, and the same sum annuallj as his 
salary. He accepted of their invitation, and was installed 
as their pastor the same year. He married the widow of 
the Rev. Mr. Thompson, his predecessor. She was a lady 
highly respected. She survived her second husband some 
years, and died September 8, 1796, at the advanced age of 
eighty-six years. 

During Mr. Davidson's ministry of more than fifty years, 
vacancies occurring in the session were supplied by the fol- 
lowing individuals, who were, from time to time, consecrated 
to the oiTice of ruling elder : Abraham Holmes, John Alex- 
ander, Thomas Cochran, Moses Bamett, Hugh Wilson, John 
Moor, Samuel Morrison, James Alexander, Matthew Miller, 
Tliomas Wilson, David Morrison, Peter Calhoun, Robert 
Moor, John Holmes, and David Patterson. 

The great awakening, or extraordinary seriousness and 
attention to religion, which, in 1741, in the days of the Ten- 
ants, of Edwards, and of Whitcfield, so extensively prevailed 
in this country, pervading New England and most of the 
American colonies, extended to this town. During this period, 
the Rev. David MacGregor visited Boston and some other 
places favored with the divine manifestations, and having 
witnessed most striking displays of divine grace, in the hope- 
ful conversion of multitudes, he returned to his people greatly 
enlivened and deeply impressed with the subject of a revival 
among his own charge. He accordingly delivered a series of 
very impressive discourses from Eph. 5 : 14, '^ Awake ! thou 
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ will give 
thee light." The word, thus solemnly and pungently preached, 
was blessed as the means of awakening many of his people to 
a deep conviction of their guilt and danger, and led to their 
hopeful conversion to God. MeeUngs for religions conference 

18» 
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and pimjer were froquent The work extended to all 
einliraciiigiiioieiMuiiciilarljrtlMjoiiii|^ aiidaln|ipjaddil 
WM made to the dnuch. But while one flock in the to 
mm, like GMdeon't fleeeoi thns weterad with the dews 
heeTODy the other remeined dij. Mr. DevidBon and 
chnrdi stood aloof from all participation in the work, i 
rather deprecated its approach* During thia icaion of 
ligioua attentiooy the cdebrated Whitefield viaited the toi 
and preached to a Terj large collection of people in the of 
fiehly the meeting-hooae not being anflkiently large to i 
oommodate the multitude asaembled. 

In regard to the duuracter of the work which then pi 
▼aded the ccdonies, through the instrumentali^ of thb d 
tinguished preadier of the goapel, miniiterB in New Bi^;b 
wore greatly diTided ; as in this town, — some favored, soi 
opposed, the work. To the testimony of an assemblj of pi 
tors, at Boston, Julj 4, 1743, expressing their belief «tl 
there had been a happj and remarkable revival of religi 
in manj parts of the bmd, through an uncommon divine i 
fluencc," among the names of the New IIam|)sliire past< 
ttp|)ciiclc(l, is thut of David MurGrugor, of tho Prcsbytcri 
cliarch in Londonderry. And in n letter, nooonipaiiyiiig 1 
testimony, afterwards pablislicd in Prince's History, vindici 
ing the work against the cluuges brought by its oppoaen^ 
partaking of antinomiunism and fanaticism, he says : ** For n 
own part, I have seen little or no appearance of the growth 
antinomian errors, or anything visionary or enthiisuisi 
either id my own congregation, or among tlio people in tl 
neighborhood where I live. ludeed, if asserting jiiatificatu 
by faith alone, and denying it by tho law, as a GO%'eimnt 
works, while tho etemiil obligation of the law as a rule 
life is strongly maintained in practice ns well as profession, « 
if this, I say, be antinomian doctrine, then we have a gre 
growth of antinomianiam. Again, if asserting the necessi 
of supernatural influence, or divine energy, in conversion, 
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the reality of the immediate witnessing and sealing of the 
Spirit, be enthu8t€umy then we have a remarkable spread of 
enthusiasm: and in these senses, may antinomianism and 
enthusiasm grow more and more, till thej overspread the 
whole land." 

Unhappily, Mr. Davidson dissented from such evangelical 
views, opposed the religious movements of the day, and, as 
the consequence, shared not in the refreshing influences which 
descended copiously upon sister churches and congregations. 
Although he, and those in the Presbyterian connection who 
sympathized with him, adhered to the confession of faith, 
and had in constant use the Assembly's Larger and Shorter 
catechism in their families, schools, and congregations ; yet, 
in their preaching they lefl out, as has been justly said, the 
distinctive doctrines of the Calvinistic system ; dwelt chiefly 
on moral and practical duties, were not zealous for the con- 
version of sinners, and in their preaching and devotional 
services lacked that unction and fervor which distinguished 
the advocates, promoters, and subjects of the great revival. 
The result was, that vital godliness greatly declined in this 
church, few were added by profession, discipline was much 
neglected, and the distinctive lines between the church and 
the world nearly obliterated. 

The session of the church in the West Parish, during Mr. 
MacGregor's ministry, consisted of the following individuals, 
who were at different periods elected and consecrated to the 
ofRce of ruling elder, viz., James McKeen, James Leslie, 
James Clark, James Nesmith, James Lindsley, George Dun- 
can, John Duncan, James Taggart, John Gregg, Robert 
Morrison, John Hunter, John McKeen, Samuel Anderson, 
Samuel Fisher, John Aiken, and James Reed. 

In 17G9, anew meeting-house was erected in the East Parish, 
located a few rods south of the site occupied by the first house 
of worship. Its dimensions were sixty-five by forty-five feet, 
with a steeple. It was well finished, and equalled, if it did not 
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IWB Ibr lbs ■■«!», sad Knrthw ftr Ike (wriah lifafmij, tta 
L Oecnpjing * oaa> 
D dented Moant, wiUi tu loOjr •) 
'battnelt theeTefcr milea in eroy diredkn. 
amaged, it ii, in ila inlenial itiiMtim^ " 
in n eoontiy cf banstifiil noetBiriea." lis locatiiM J 

lb* wbdom and twte of the ouly ntUer 

tpot, OB wUcli tbtii flnt allnr wh ratreJ, and irbara ifa^ 
■tnledlr met to wonUp God, the w«t hallowed aKmuOBoi 
wiD erar dnater ia the hr— iH of tiMir desceada&to. 

Tbe dinnge wliidi liu taken plaob in ilie atracture tt ' 
booMB of wonhjp, omrespoad witli the cbaagea wUA Imvs 
taken place in tlio atote of aociety. ** It is not trifling t« tttaaA 
to the arrangeinenta in meeting-booses, and tlie finaa of dMH. 
Thej are material forms of human societj, and exhibit to as 
the minds, the morals, and the mannen of mankind Ditfia» 
lioiu of nmk among different i-lssiim of the oommanitj, a part 
of the old system, prevailed veiy much beJim tlie tlaiiJa 
tion, and were preseired in the dress ■■ well as in the fccm 
ot toaety. HeetaDg-houses were constructed to snil^ in Hma 
degree, the existing state of society. The oonstniction af Iba 
pulpit with its appendages, in Presbyterian oommnnitle% 
oorreaponded with their form of ecclesiastical gorenunaiifc 
As you entered the pulpit, you ttrst came to the deaeaosr ae*^ 
elevated, like the pews, about six inches frcon the floor of the 
aisles, or passages. In tbe deacons' narrow slip usuallyaat two 
Tflnenble men, one at each end. Back of the deMOOi^ aea^ 
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and elevated ten or twelve inches higher, was the pew of the 
ruling elders, larger than that of the deacons, and ahout square. 
Back of the elders' pew, and two or three feet higher, and 
against the wall, was the pulpit.'' Such was the arrangement 
in the house of worship, in the East Parish of Londondeny, 
when the present pastor commenced his ministry. There 
was also appended to the pulpit an iron frame for the hour- 
glass, that wns turned by the minister at the commence- 
mcnt of his discourse, which was expected to continue during 
the running of the sands. Sometimes, when the preacher 
deemed his subject not sufficiently exhausted, the glass would 
be turned, and another hour, in whole or in part, occupied. 
Whether this arrangement of the deacons' and elders' seats, 
which became general throughout New England, grew out of 
pure Pi*asby tcrianism, wo are not able to say. The Ckmqrtgor 
tioiiffl Plntform also provides for ruling elders in each churchy 
but I hey have never been common in Congregational churches. 
h\ many of the meeting-houses of that day, there were, on each 
side of what may be called the centre aisle, and in front of 
the pulpit, two or three seats, of suflicient length to accommo- 
date eight or ten persons. These were designed for the elderly 
portion of the congregation, and for such as liad not pews. 
In these, the men and the women were seated separately, on 
opposite sides. On these plain seats, our grave and devout 
forefathers would contentedly sit during a service of two hours, 
without the luxury of cushions or carpets, and, in the colder 
seasons of the year, without stoves, and in houses not so 
thoroughly guarded against the penetration of the cold as 
those of the present day. 

The Rev. David MacGregor died May 80, 1777, aged 
sixty-eight years. lie was the third son of the Rev. James 
MacGrogor ; was born in Ireland Nov. G, 1710, and baptized, 
as the record states, by William Boyd, the agent of the com- 
pany of cmigmnts who visited America in 1718. He was 
greatly respected, and his death sincerely lamented by the 




IM MOftomr ov LOVDopiBBf; 

paopla tf Us duurgo. Ha Mood deMrfitOf H^ it pall 
mtimariniij as a preochar and a diviaa. Fev, if aaj di 
npoQ tha ftacOi waro conridaiad Us aoparion* Hb parfi 
at a bold, fidthfid, and raooQarfU miaiitary was ia all i 
sanmuiding duudias^ and bis senriees aa gply aom^ 
Tboo^ not laTorad witb a eoUeguta cdncatioaj jal, «ad 
tba prifata instniclioD of Ber. Ifr. Gbik, and bj bis ^ 
BSiidiiifj and afiplicalkm in the acqiiisitiop of bpowie^gs^ ! 
baeame a scribe wall insmcCad onto the kingdoat of baavi 
and was able at all times and oo all ofnia s kins, to hria g fci 
oat of his treasure things new and oU* Hewasan 
and interesting preacher, ICspolpittakntswero 
superior to these of his fiuber* WSm voice was fidl and aoi 
mending, his deliyerf sokam and im pc ess i fe^ and 1 
sentiments dear and eTangelieaL llis house of wotship a 
usnall J thronged. Many fiom neighboring towna attand 
r^gulariy upon his ministij. He ex eePed nol on^ as 
preacher, but as a pastw. In the disdiaigeaf pvoeh 
duties, espedallj in catechising his flock, he was eminem 

The following anecdote of Mr. MacGregor has been p 
served, and proves that he was not deficient in thai rea 
wit, %hich was characteristic of the Scotch-Irish general 

" William Stinson was one of the first settlers of Dunbi 
ton. He was bom in Ireland, and came to Londonder 
with his father, while young. From thence he went to Dn 
barton. For some time, he lived alone in his log boui 
destitute of most of the conveniences of domestic life. On 
certain time, the Rev. D. MacGregor of Londonder 
called upon and dined with him. Not having a table, 
anything that would ^answer for a better substitute, he w 
obliged to make use of a kukeij turned up. The Rev. hj 
MacGregor, being requested to solicit a blessing, per 
nently and devoutly implored that his host might bless 
* in lus boiiei and in lus store.' This was literally verifii 
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as Stinson became one of the most wealthy men in the 
vicinity.'' 

Mr. MacGregor possessed, in an eminent degree, a spirit 
of firmness and independence, which deterred him from 
shrinking from duty on account of apparent danger or diffi- 
culty. The following fact may serve to illustrate this trait 
of his character. 

Mr. Jotham Odiome, a gentleman in Portsmouth, received 
two letters from an unknown hand, in which the writer 
threatened that his buildings and other property would 
be burned, and his life endangered, unless the sum of five 
hundred pounds, should be lefl at the westerly end of ^ the 
long bridge, which is between Kingston, and Chester," on a 
certain day. The money was accordingly deposited, and a 
guard placed near to arrest the person who should appear to 
take it. Capt. John Mitchell, a respectable citizen of Lon- 
donderry, having occasion to travel that way in the nighty 
alighted from his horse near the spot where the money was 
deposited. He was immediately arrested by the guard, as 
the supposed incendiary, and, notwithstanding his protestar 
tions of innocence, was conveyed directly to Portsmouth and 
committed to prison. Owing to the singular concurrence of 
circumstances, the public sentiment was very generally and 
strongly excited against him. 

In this painful situation, separated from his family, and 
laboring under the imputation of so foul a crime, he found it 
difficult, as his trial approached, to obtmn a suitable advocate 
to manage his defence, there being at the time few attorneys 
in the county, and the most able being retained by the pros- 
ecutor. Mr. MacGregor, convinced of Mitchell's innocence, 
and strongly interested in his behalf, offered liimself as his 
advocate, and undertook to manage his cause. He accord- 
ingly, by permission of the court, took his seat among the 
legal gentlemen at the bar, who were no less amused than 
surprised, on receiving their clerical associate. Although 
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Mr. MmoOmgar was noi paHicnhriy Towd iii Ae 
and technicalities of the law, jei he nuuu^ged tho 
with modi ahilitj and address, and supported it bf na in- 
genious and poweilal afgament The eTidcaee for the 
piosecutaon was so dear, however, thai llitdiell was co n Tict» 
ed, notwithstanding all the efiorts of his advocate^ wpd was 
sente n ced to paj a Ihio of one thousand |ioundi, and coals of 
prosecuticMi, and to recognise for his appearance at the nest 
term of the court Being unable to meet this sentencs^ 
Mitdiell was kepi in oonlhi^nent, until, bj the exertioos of 
Mr. Mac6r^gm*» a suffideni bond was procured and Hed. 
This bond was renewed from time to time^ untfl at length the 
innocence of Mitchdl was made manifest, and he was fiilly 
acquitted. It should be noted, as illustrative of Mr. Ma^ 
Gregorys disinterestedness, thai Oa|ii. Mitchelt was not a 
member of his sodetj, but, having on some acconnla beeaiM 
inimical to him, was a dedded opposer. 

Although Mr. MacGr^gor had noi passed throo^ the 
regular course of education at any of our ooUegcs^ jet, sodi 
were his attainments in general sdenco, and sudi hb high 
reputation, that he received the honorary degree of Master of 
Arts, from Princeton College, in New Jersey. In 1755, the 
Presbyterian diurch and congregation ui the dty of New 
York, afterwards the charge of Dr. llogers, and now of Dr. 
Spring, being then vacant, extended a coll, by tlie advice of 
the prcsbyteiy, to Mr. MucGi'cgor, to become their pastor ; 
which coll, though urged upon him by niuuy oonsideruiiuns, 
he however declined, preferring to remain the minister of his 
own beloved flock, many of whom had been the diarge of his 
venerated father. 

Mr. MocGrcgor did not survive his active usefulness. 
He continued in the faithful and acceptable disdiaige of the 
duties of his sacred office until removed by death. His last 
Sabbath on earth was a communion season with his church. 
On this occasion he preached, as usual, and manifested. 
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during the services, his accustomed zeal and earnestness. 
At length, exhausted by the elTort, he sank down in his desk, 
and was carried out of the assembly. He however so far 
revived as to return to the house of God, and there give a 
short and parting address to his beloved people, whom he 
had served so long and so fiuthfully in the gospel. The scene 
was deeply affecting. He died the following Friday. During 
his short confinement, his mind was calm and resigned. His 
faith in that Saviour, whose character he had so fully 
exhibited in all his ofUces, was now his unfailing support. 
It disarmed death of its sting. To one of his elders, he 
observed, referring to Clirist, <' I am going to see him as he 
is." Addressing some of the brethren of the church, in 
reference to the destitute situation* in which they would be 
placed, he exhorted them to look to the great Head of the 
church, who is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever ; and 
bore repeated testimony to the truth and importance of those 
doctrines, which for more than forty years had been the 
subject of his preaching, and which are usually termed the 
doctrines of grace. If 
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The clmmbcr where the good mnn meets his fate 

Is privileged beyond the common walk 

Of rirtuous life, quite in the verge of heaven/' 

much more is that in which the good minister of Christ 
closes his life of labor, and thence departs to meet his 
reward. 

Dr. Whitaker, pastor of the Taberaacle church, in Salem, 
Mass., preached the funeral discourse of Mr. MacGregor, 
from the words of Elisha, on tlie removal of Elijah : << My 
father, my father, the chariot of Israel and the horsemen 
thereof." Truly had he been a father, a defence and protec- 
tion, to the religious and moral interests of this community. 
The only published performances of Mr. MacGregor, which 
are now extant, is the letter before referred to, in vindication 
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of Mr. Whileileld, and of Ibe great rerival d 
a lennoimireaehed b J him aft Ibe fiinenl of I 
hmdf of Bottoo. 

A noUoe of Mr. MacGr^gcw'!! finfly bhj 
fubtequeot chapter. 

In I776» the fortj fiunOiei whidi had 
MMne jearsy to pats from one pariah to ■«» y—w, 
more aatisfiustorjr e^jojment of religiooi privilfl|o% 
inereaaed to nearl j aeventj, were conined hj as 
General Ooart» to their rcspoctire hoon 
and taxed acoordingi j, for tlie rapport 
greater pari of them, however, eontinncd ibr a 
worriiip as they had formed j done. 

The West Parish, after remaining destitole of a 
jean, and having made trial of n nnmbor of eandUiM^ 
nnanimons in the choice of Bev. William Moniao^ a 
tiate of the Associate Bcformcd Presbyieiy ef Haw ' 
The presbjterj having sustained the eaU which had 
presented to hiiu, bo was '^onlained Febmaiy 1^ 1788^ 
set apart to the work of the gos|)cl ministij, to taka the 
diorge of the seootul parish in Loudondcny.* Bev. DtevU 
Annan preaclied the ordination sermon. 

Soon after Mr. Morrison's settlement, the sessioo of that 
cliurch, whicli liad been rciluced bj death, was enlaiged bj 
the addition of John Bell, John Pinkerton, Roberft 
Abel Plummer, James Aiken, Jonatluin Griifin, 
Duncan, Thomas Potlcrsoii, and Jauii!t3 Ncsniitli. 
quentlj, and during Mr. Morrison's ministry, Jamea l*inkcs^ 
ton, William Adorns, David Brewster, John Fislier, Jonalhan 
Savory, Thomas Carlton, and John Pinkerton, Jr«, were 
elected and consecrated ruling ciders. 

Previous to the dcoth of Mr. MacGregor, the Weal F)ar> 
ish had erected o new meeting-house, on a site more eential, 
in which he preached a certoiu port of the time. In lUs 
honse, situoted a little east of the graveyard in thai pariah, 
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Mr. Morrison was ordained, and in this he fulfilled his min- 
istry. It has been recently taken down, and a new house 
erected by the society, a mile west, on the Mammoth Road. 

The Rev. William Davidson, who sustained the pastoral 
charge of the first church and society, continued tp ofliciate 
as their minister, more than half a century. He was 
ordained in 1740, and died February 15, 1791, at the 
advanced age of seventy-seven years. He was bom in Ire- 
land, but educated at tlie university in Scotland. He grad- 
uated in 1733, being but nineteen years of age. He was a 
man of very amiable character, possessing a peculiarly mild, 
friendly, and benevolent dis|)osition. He was exemplary in 
his deportment, and devoted to the interests of his people. 
He did not excel as a theologian, or as a public speaker. 
His doctrinal views were not characterized by the clearness 
and discrimination of many of the preachers of that time. 
He was supposed to incline to Armininnism ; yet as apasior^ 
he was diligent and affectionate. He was not distinguished for 
the brilliancy of his talents, but he was beloved and respected 
for the qualities of his heart, and the virtues of his life. 

An aged and highly respected gentleman, now living, says, 
in a comnumication respecting the history of this town: <'I 
have very oOen heard Mr. Davidson preach aboot Saint Pa-al^ 
alluding to his peculiai'ly broad pronunciation, and very fre- 
quent reference to the great apostle in Ills discourses, '' and 
if he had been brouglit before me charged witli any crime, 
as a judge, I should have acquitted him," So expressive of 
benignity were his features. He did not, in any degree 
whatever, entangle liimself in the affairs of the world. 
Attentive to the duties of his office and the calls of his par- 
ish, he left the management of his tempoml concerns, in a 
great degree, to Mrs. Davidson, a lady well qualified to fill 
the station in which she was placed. He studied to preserve 
the peace and harmony of his society. He frequently remit- 
ted his demands upon his parishioners when requested, never 
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idlhring moj to be iliitfeMeil in p«j»B«t rf their 
rapport He died lineerdlf belored and 
emoog whom lie long labofed,and in vhoM 
lodu had wliitenedy and his ejee grown dinL* 

He left foor children, two eons and two da^^tea% one 
of whom was married to the Rer. Solomon lloor, of Ksw 
Boston. The other remained unmanied, orrn|iyi^ md 
her death, April 10, laSG, the homestead of bar fiiflMr. Ilis 
eldest son joined the British, during the levolnlionaiy war, 
and settled in Nova Scotia, and snstained there 
dvil offices. The younger brother, Hamilton, also 
to the same pkce after the Declaration of Independenee. 

After the decease of Mr. Davidson, the parish 
destitute of a settled ministrj until 1795, when the Ber. 
Jonathan Brown was ordained their pastor, hj the Tiondnn* 
derrj presbjteiy. Mr. Brown was a native of KffsHfH, 
N. H. He was earlj a hopeful rabject of divine gnee^ and 
gave pleasing promise of usefulness in the durcfa of Chiirt. 
Althougli in indigent circumstances, lie sought an edncalion 
for the gos|>cl ministry. Becoming aoiuuiutcd with tliu Rev. 
Mr. Murniy, of Newburyiiort, he was encouraged and sus- 
tained by him in prosecuting his object. On being licensed, 
he was solicited by a number of vacant parishes to become 
a candidate for settlement He accepted the invitation from 
Londonderry. There was, however, in this place, a strong and 
determined opposition to his settlement, by a largo minority 
of the parish. But notwithstanding their remonstrance, the 
presbytery saw fit to ordain him. In doing this, they did not 
act with that wisdom which subsequent experience has fully 
taught ecclesiastical councils. It has been long found unad- 
visable to force a candidate u|)on a people, where an opposition 
of any importance exists. Though it may not be strong at first, 
it more generally increases, tending not only to divide and 
weaken the society, but greatly to mar the peace and counter- 
act the labors of the |)ostor. It proved so in this case. >Vliile 
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Mr. Brown's situation was trying and unpleasant, the church 
and society were agitated and weakened. The individuals 
opposed to his settlement withdrew from the parish, were 
organized, and, by an act of the legislature, incorporated as a 
Congregaiional society. A church was also formed on Con- 
gregational principles. This society maintained separate 
worship a considerable part of the time, for about twelve 
years, but happily, they did not erect a house of worship, 
which sefvcs in such cases to perpetuate divisions. Their 
public worship was held in a hall fitted up for the purpose. 
The secession was productive of alienations and controveraies, 
which for a time greatly marred the peace and happiness of 
the community. 

After nine years of pastoral service, Mr. Brown, in conse- 
quence of renewed op^iosition and alleged imprudences, was, 
at his own request, dismissed from his charge, in September, 
1804. lie continued, however, to remain in the town, and 
died February, 1838, at the age of eighty, lie was, without 
doubt, a man of sincere piety. Living, .as he did, a single 
life, and possessing certain peculiarities of character, he sub- 
jected himself to many uncandid and unkind remarks, and 
in many instances, his movements were no doubt indiscreet, 
not comporting with the sacredness of the office which he 
sustained. lie uniformly manifested a deep interest in the 
cause of truth and the advancement of the Redeemer's king- 
dom, in the salvation of his fellow-men ; and although he was 
required by the presbytery not to preach or perform any 
official acts in the parish aflcr his dismission, his conduct 
as a parishioner was uniformly exemplary and commendable, 
and he was for nearly thirty years a valued friend and helper 
to his successor. He experienced severe trials, and towards 
the closing scene of life, endured many spiritual conflicts ; 
but we trust that, thus tried and purified, his faith in his 
Redeemer was found unto praise, and honor, and glory. 
During the ministry of Mr. Brown, John Nesmith, Daniel 
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MeKaen, and John TajloTp wwe addai m ndipg aUeis la 
tlia aenion of the dinrdi. 

In 18(^y Uia thiid or Cbngngiitkinal pariah baeane oni^ 
to tha Preab jterian locialj, from whidi it had a aced cd, and 
IhejT ware, b j an ad of the legislaUira, ineorponted at dia 
Fint Pariah of Londoodeny. In forming Una ao ikninMft 
a nnion, eadi aodel j modified aoma of ita pacnliariliea in 
raapect to dmidi goTenunent In thia thej manifratfid Ihair 
wiadom and their regard to the common good, and fiv Ibitf 
yean tlie onion and hannon j then oommeneed have bean 
onintamiptedlj continued; ao that tlie diTirion and aWiHia 
tiona onoe eziating are now forgotten. Tbej haTO, during 
thia period, full J realised liow good and how pieaaani n tiling 
it ia for brethren to dwell togetlier in unit j. 

The preaent paator of thia duirdi and aoeiaCj waa oi^ 
dained, Sept 12, 1810. The aervioea of the oecation wen 
periormed bj the following miniatera. Bot. Abiahai Aldan, 
of Montville, Conn, offered the introduelorjr prajer, Bar. 
Samuel Worcester, D. D., of Salem, preached the aennon. 
Rev. Samuel Woods, D.D., of Boscawen, nmde the conaecmt- 
ing prajer, Rey. William Morrison, D. D., of Londonderry, 
gave the charge. Rev. Daniel Dana, D. D., of Newbuiyport, 
presented the right hand of fellowship^ Rev. James Milti- 
more, of Newburj, addressed the people, and the Rev. John 
Godman, D. D., of Dorchester, ofierod the concluding prayer. 

Of these beloved and respected brethren who olliciatud on 
the occasion, none survive but tlio venerable Dr. Dana. 

On the union of the two churches, they proceeded agree- 
ably to the articles of their constitution to a choice of eldera. 
The following individuals wei*e elected and set aiwrt to that 
office. Daniel AIcKceu, James Talmcr, Charles Smith, 
John Bumluun, John Crocker, James Moor, Andrew Moor, 
David Adams, John Dinsmore, Nathaniel Nour8e,and Jamea 
Gregg. Of this number but one, the last named, now anr- 
vives, at the age of seventy-seven. Samuel Bumham, Mat- 
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thew Clark, Jonathan Adams, Robert Morse, William Choate, 
James Choate, John Humphrey, Henry Taylor, William Ela, 
Joseph Jenness, Nathaniel Parker, Abel F. Hildreth, Moses 
C. Pilsbury, Jesse Webster, William Cogswell, Robert 
Montgomery, Humphrey Choate, James Choate, Jr., and 
James Taylor, have been, at successive periods, added to the 
session, eleven of whom are now niling elders. 

In May, 18 IG, Elder John Pinkerton, a distinguished bene- 
factor of the town, died. He had long been a useful, rcs|)ect- 
able, and influential citizen, stcadHist and active in the 
8Up|H>rt of civil and religious order. By a continued course 
of industry and prudence in business, he accumulated a large 
estate. In the distribution of his property, after making 
provision for his heirs, he bestowed nine thousand dollars 
upon each of the two Presbyterian societies in town for the 
8Up|)ort of the gospel, and thirteen thousand as a fund for 
the sup|)ort of an academy. His name will be deservedly 
precious in this place, and be had in lasting and grateful 
remembrance, for his public and private virtues, as well as 
for his liberal donations. 

The Rev. William Morrison died March 9, 1818, afler 
having been the miniRter of the West Parish Uiirty-five years. 
Ho was bom in Scotland, and came to this country while a 
young man, witli a view to obtain an education for the Chris* 
tian ministry. He was furnished with letters from respecta- 
ble ministers in Scotland, to several ministers in Philadelphia 
and New York, who received him kindly and encouraged his 
pious design. But as the college of New Jersey, for which 
he was destined, had its operations entirely suspended by 
the revolutionary war, as was the case with similar institu- 
tions in the land, he had recourse to academies and private 
tutors, for the attainment of the requisite classical and gen- 
eral knowledge. Placing himself under the care of the 
Associate Reformed Presbytery of New York, he pursued 
his theological course, under the tuition of the Rev. Robert 
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Annan, then Mttled in tlia Tkiidfcjr of Fluladel|ilii^ «l 
qoentlj paator of the PretliTterinn ehoidi in BoilOB. ] 
talent! enabled him to ninnoant the diMifanti^gea ei 
elrcomseribed edncation, and rapplied in no cwinna iiep 
the defects of earlj cultore. 

Having reoeiTed lioenao to preadi the gospd,lie was ai 
after emplojed to aupplj the desk in the Weal Fariil 
Londondenjy then vacant bj the death of the Ber. 1 
MacGr^gor. He soon leoeiTed a nnanimona caB feoi 
diorch and socictj to become their pastor. He afloep 
their invitation and was ordained, Febmafy 1^ 178S. H 
he continued for thirtj-Ave jears in the assidnoos and s 
oessful dischaige of the duties of his ofllce. He was n ■ 
greatlj respected and beloved, not only bj his own An 
but bj the sorronnding communities, whidi often eqjo] 
his labors. These labors were, indeed, widely eoctad 
bang highly valued and eageriy sought by.duiidies abra 
The following extract from a communication of tfie H 
James Wilson, will serve to illustrate the estimation in wh 
he was held, and the interest fcU in his pulpit and niiuistei 
services. 

" It is among my earliest reoollections, that old pan 
Morrison, of Londonderry, used to come to PeteibonM 
once every year, and hold a protracted religious meeting; 
some seven or eight days, during which time he administei 
the ordinance of baptism to tbc diildrun of the town, a 
also tbc Lord's supper to the communicants of the diur 
after the forms of the Presbyterian church. It was tho m 
solemn and imposing religious service I ever witnessed. ' 
my childish fancy, at the time, the Rev. old gentlcnuui v 
a long wayt bettor than other men. I remember to lui 
thought that there would have been no sin in woishippi 
him a litiie." The character of Air. Morrison was correc 
delineated by the Rev. Dr. Dana, in a discourse delivered 
his funeral ; from this discourse the following extracts i 
taken:— 
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'* His sermons were purely and stricUy evangelical ; were 
luminous and instructive ; faithful and searching ; awfully 
alanning to the wicked ; yet encouraging to the sincere, and 
tenderly consoling to the mourner in Zion. Nor were his 
prayen less impressive than his sermons. Replete with rev- 
erence and affectionate devotion ; the breathings of a soul 
apparently in near communion with its Grod ; full, yet concise \ 
adapted to occasions and circumstances ; they could scarcely 
fail to solemnize and edify the hearers. 

<^ Ilis mannevj in the sacred desk, was peculiar. It had 
something of patHnrchal simplicity, something of apostolical 
gravity and autliority. Yet it was mild, affectionate, and 
persuasive. It indicated a mind absorbed in heavenly things^ 
deeply conscious of its awful charge, and anxiously intent to 
fasten eternal truths on the consciences and hearts of men. 

<* As a pastor, lie was faithful, assiduous, and tender ; 
instant in season, and out of season ; watching for souls as 
one that must give account ; and finding his delight in the 
discharge of the most laborious and exhausting duties of his 
oflice. IIow little did he spare himself, even in those closing 
years of life, in which his emaciated form proclaimed the 
ravages of disease, and infirmity, combined with age, seemed 
to tlcmand repose. He was truly the father of his beloved 
people. But his cares and labors were by no means confined 
to his fiock. The general interests of Zion ; the peace and 
welfare of churches near and remote, engaged his feelings, 
and frequently employed his exertions. Few were so oflen 
resorted to, as counsellors, in cases of difficulty ; and few 
have been so successful in promoting the interests of peace 
and order. 

" He took an energetic and interested part in the variety 
of plans and institutions, to which the present age has given 
birth, for disseminating the Scriptures, for extending the 
knowledge of the gospel, for promoting the power of godli- 
ness, and effecting a reformation of manners. Every design 
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goimectad with tiha |^ of God^ and bMi 
•ngigad his ootdial oooemiaieey liii md&w% 
Ilia Sucwtoi prajen. He was mndi mimatfwl aad itMf^ 
by ihe reeud iigmM of ik§ iiwm. If we fiAnr Um into ti 
prirate waDu of life, we pereeiTe a chancier eonsMiaiiai 
anifimn, estimable and lovelj. His pietj was aliiet wiAa 
aosteritj, and fervent without enthusiasm. If these was 
trait in h's cliaracter conspicuous above the rcsl ii w 
icMoobiiM, a benevolence which prompted liim to anwcari 
and self-denjing exertions in promoting the real happim 
of liis fellow-creatures s which inspired candor fiv thi 
failings and compassion for their distresses; which eoi 
forgive the injurious^ and overcome evil with good.* 

Dr. Morrison lived to the age of seventy. Bui ci^ ds; 
before his death, he preached a funeral scnnon tar one 
his congregation from Ps. 89 : 4. ^ Lord, make me to kmi 
mine end, and the measure of mj dajs, what ii is ; thai 
maj know how frail I am." It was emphaticany his oi 
funeral sermon. The closing scene of bis protracted ai 
useful life was consoling aud instructive. 

On the Soblmth preceding bis dcatli, his sickncfs, wh» 
had confined liim for a few days, assumed an ularmii 
appearance, and he evidently considered bis dissolutii 
approaching, but he made it known to bis family tluU he w 
^ not afraid to die." To Mrs. Morrison, be said : ** You kno 
that the Sabbat b was always my best day, and my eroplo 
ment then, my best employment But tliis is tbe lost S;ibba 
I slwll spend on cartb. In u short time I sluill be s|wiidii 
an everlasting Subbatb." lie added, witb a smile, ** will n 
that be a blessed exebangc ?" 

He was much employed during the sbort period wlu< 
intervened, in ret>eating favorite passages of Scripture, ai 
uttering pious thoughts and ejoculaitions. " O, to be wi 
Jesus 1** ^ Come, Lord Jesus!" were expressions frequent 
on bis lips. ^ I long," said he, << to be away ; but desire 
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submit.'' « To be with Christ is far better." The last sen- 
tence that could be distinctly understood, was, ** Come, come, 
Lord Jesus 1" With these words on his lips, he expired 
without a struggle. 

The bereaved parish which had so long been his special 
charge, yotcd not only to defray all expenses attending the 
funeral of their venerated pastor, but to procure a suitable 
gravestone, which bears the following inscription : — 



In memory of 

tho Reverend William Mobrisoit, D. D., 

for 35 years the beloved and honored Pastor 

of this Clinrch. 

From nature, he inherited 

an energetic and capacious mind, 

with a heart of tendercst sensibility ; 

from grace, all the virtues 

which adorn the man and tho Christian. 

As a Divine, a Preacher, and a Pastor, 

ho held acknowledged eminence. 

With apostolic simplicity and genuine eloquence, 

he preached Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

He died, in sweet peace and animated hoiK, 

March 9, 1818, aged 70. 

When this Monument, 
erected by his mourning flock, 

shall have gone to decay, 

his dear memory will still remain ; 

for the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. 
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Tliif pftrishy wbidi bad from its oonnieneenwiii been m 
highl J &Tored with puton of diilingnished talent^ fiMiBd k 
not easy to mdte in one aa their minigten ThajriMda trial of 
aereral candidates for aettlements among these were Mr. 
Ebeneaer CheeTer, Mr. Elam Clark, Mr. J. & Ambler, and 
S. M. Emerson, to eadi of whom a call was voted hj the 
parish, but not with unanimitj ; it was therefixe with 
proprietj declined bj these individuals, who were sabse- 
quentlj settled in respectable and inviting parishes. The 
people remained destitute of a pastor nearlj fbor jeaia. 
Rev. Daniel Dana, D. D^ having resigned the presidencj 
of Dartmonth CoU^;e, was with great unanimitj invited to 
become their pastor, and was offered a salaij of seven hnn- 
dred dollars, six hundred being voted bj the parish, and one 
hundred dollars added bj subscription. He accepted the 
invitation, and was installed bj tlio Londonderry predif- 
terj, January 15, 1822. The sermon was preadied by Us 
brother, Rev. Samuel Dana, of Morblehead, Mass.; intrft* 
ductory prayer, by Rev. E. P. Bradford ; installing prayer, 
by Rev. John Kelly; charge, by Rev. James Miltimore; 
right hand of fellowship, by Rev. E. L. Parker ; concluding 
prayer, by Itev. Williiun l^liltlinore. 

In April, 1826, the pastoral relation of Rev. Dr. Dana to 
the church and society in the West Parish, was dissolved, 
at his particular request, with the consent though deep 
regret of the people, as appears from the following extract 
from their records: '^ Although our venerated |Nislor may 
have failed to convince us tliat his reasons for asking a lUs- 
mission are sufficient to justify his removal, mi event which 
we cannot contemplate but with painful emotions, yet such 
is our affectionate regard for him, and our disjiosition to 
adopt such measures as will most promote his interest and 
happiness, that we consider it our duty not to oppose his dis- 
mission." An expression of feeling alike honorable to their 
beloved minister, and to themselves. This was the first 
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instance of a dismissal in that religious sodetj, since its 
organization, which was nearly a centurj. 

Dr. Dana having retired from his charge in Londondeny, 
was shortly after installed pastor of the second Presbyterian 
church and society in Newburyport. 

The West Parisli, now vacant, was supplied by Stephen 
D. AVard, as a candidate for settlement, afterwards by Mr. 
£benczcr Everett, to each of whom a call was voted, but 
not with Biiflicicnt unanimity to justify, in their view, an 
acceptance. Mr. Amasa A. Hayes being introduced to the 
parish, after supplying the desk for a few months, was, with* 
- out a dissenting voice, invited to become their pastor, with 
a salary of six hundred dollars annually. The call was 
accepted, and he was ordained June 25, 1828. The follow- 
ing was the order of exercises : Introductory prayer, by Rev. 
Stcj>hen Morse ; sermon, by Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D. ; 
charge, by Rev. E. P. Bradford ; right hand of fellowship, 
by Rev. Calvin Cutler; ordaining prayer, by Rev. Peter 
Holt ; address to the people, by Rev. Thomas Savage ; con* 
eluding prayer, by Rev. John Kelly. 

The pastoral connection thus happily formed, and with 
great promise of usefulness, was soon dissolved. Mr. Hayes 
Imd no sooner entered ujion the duties of his ofllce, than his 
health began to decline; though he continued to minister 
to his beloved charge for more than two years, amidst much 
weakness and suffering, until his labors were suddenly closed 
by death, October 23, 1830, in the thirty-third year of his 
age. 

Rev. Amasa A. Hayes was bom in Granby, Connecticut, 
January, 1798. He was graduated at Yale College, in 1824, 
and the same year he entered the Theological Seminary at 
Andovcr, Mass. Having completed the prescribed course 
at that Institution, he received license to preach the gospel, 
in 1827. Immediately on leaving the Seminary at Andovcr, 
he was employed as a candidate for settlement in London- 

15 
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deny, and conUniied to Mipiily the diiirdi thefo mtM of Ik 
time until bit settlement the aoeoeeding yenr. 

The foUowing remerkii respecting the cfaaneler of the 
Rot. Mr. Hayes, are taken from the disooorse ddirerad at 
his funeral, by the writer of tho present wotk : ** The eaiif 
decline and final departure of that bcloycd l^ttther and fid> 
low-laborer, whose lifeless form is now befofe us, has saJdeaed 
our hearts. Though permitted to remain not loog with as; 
though but lately consecrated, in this place, to the woik of 
the ministry, and though tlie great Head of tlie dinrch so 
weakemmi hi$ iirengtk in the foay, during tins short period, 
that he was able but seldom to meet his ministerial hieCfaiea 
in the interchange of services, or at their more poblie bmsI- 
ings ; yet we have all known enough of tlie bdoTed man, of 
his Christian spirit, his devotedness to his woik, and Us 
winning deportment, to endear him to our hearta* Of Us 
fidelity and ability as a preacher, of his engagiiig and afee> 
tionate manners as a pastor, the united and strong attachmeat 
whicli tlib people htivo borne to him, even while unaUe to 
meet their calls, is a BufTicicnt tcsliinony. In patience under 
suflcrings, which were bcveru tuid prulnicled, in rcsigiuiliuu tu 
the divine will, and in Christ ion fortitude, he was indeed an 
example. While many, with half the infirmity and suficring 
which he for montlis experienced, would have relinquished 
all attempts at active service, he was seen attending in some 
good degree to the state of his flock, preparing beaten oil for the 
sanctuary, and ministering with animation in thw lioly place. 
It was his often-expressed desire, that he wight not long 
survive his usefulness, and in this he was singularly indulged. 
But a few days since, he here conductctl, unassisted, the 
services of a communion Sabl>ath, and utc with his beloved 
flock tlic Christian pussover. Yea, it was in the ssu^red desk, 
engaged in a labor of love to my own people, that his tongue 
began to falter, and symptoms of his speedy dissolution to 
appear. He hastened from the pulpit to his liome, there to 
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lie down and die. He loved, indeed, his divine Master, and 
he loved his work. But alas ! Grod was pleased to weaken 
his strength in the way, and to shorten his days. The exer- 
cise of his rational powers was suspended but for a short 
time. Although unable to say much, his mind appeared 
calm and serene. Ilis faith and hope in the divine Redeemer 
disarmed death of its sting, and the grave of its terrors ; and 
wo have good reason to believe, that he has died in the 
Lord, that ho has rested fram all his ]>ainful labors, and now 
enjoys the reward of a good and faithful servant of Jesus 
Christ It is, indeed, to be lamented, that the life and useful- 
ness of this man of God have so soon come to a close. His 
dentil is a dark dispensation, which calk for mourning ; also 
for submission ; for the Lord has done it" 

At a meeting of the AVest Parish in Londonderry, Sept 
12, 1831, it was voted to give Mr. John R. Adams a call to 
settle in the ministry in said parish ; and to give him six 
hundrcfl dollars annually, as his salary. Mr. Adams accepted 
the call, and was ordained October 5, 1831. The order of 
exercises was as follows : Introductory prayer, by Rev. Mr. 
Bradford, of New Boston ; sermon, by the Rev. Mr. Cowles, 
of Danvcrs, Mnxs. ; ordaining prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Kelly, 
of llampstead; the cliarge, by Rev. Mr. Holt, of Peter- 
borough ; right hand of fellowship, by the Rev. Mr. Parker, 
of Derry ; address to the society, by Rev. Dr. Church, of 
Pelham ; concluding prayer, by Rev. Mr. Savage, of Bed- 
ford. Mr. Adams is a son of John Adams, Esq., formerly 
of Andover, twenty-two years principal of Phillips Academy. 
He graduated at Yale College, 1821, and completed his theo- 
logical course at the Seminary in Andover, 1826. In 1832, 
he was united in marriage to Miss Mary Ann MacGregor, 
daughter of Colonel Robert MacGrcgor, of Derry, and 
granddaugliter of Rev. David MacGrcgor, the first minister 
of the West Parish in Londonderry. 

January 1, 1834, Jonathan Humphrey, James Perkins, 
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and Boberi Bojdy Jr^ having beeo deeled dden^ 
Mcnlod to that ofl&ee* 

In Septonber, 1888, Mr. Adams retignad fab 
diarge, and was diimitted hj the Loadondcny probjtay 
in October fiiUoiring. He ivaa sobfleqiientlj inalalkid over 
the Evangelical diureh in Brighton, Man., and b wum the 
paitor of the Congregational duirdi and society in Gothaa, 
Me. 

The Presbjterian society in Londondeny, after faaviag 
been supplied by several candidates for settlement, Sep- 
tember 8, 1840, extended an nnanimoos call to Mr. Timothy 
6. Bniinerd, to setlb over them as their pastor, olfering him 
a salary of six hundred dollars, to be paid scmi-anawdiy. 
The call ivas accepted; and Mr. Braiaerd was ordaiaed 
November 6^ 1840. The order of exordses on the oei-aiinn 
was the following: Resiling of the Scriptures^ by Bev. Ste- 
phen T. Allen, <Mr Merrimack ; introductory prayer, by Bev. 
Oslvm Cuaer, of Windham ; sermon, by Bev. Dr. Woodi, 
of Andover; ordaining prayer, by Bev. £. P. Bradlbrd, 
of New Boston: charge to the cmididate, by Bev. £. L. 
Porker, of Dcrry ; right luuid of fcllow6hi|), by liev. P. U. 
Day, of Derry ; concluding prayer, by Rev. J. M. C Bartley, 
of Hampstcad. Mr. Braiuerd was bom in the city of Tlroy, 
N. Y., but in early life removed with lii« parents to Sl 
Albans, Vt., where he remained until he completed his 
studies preparatory for college. lie graduated at Yale Cbl- 
lege, in the class of 1830. After his gradiuUion, he s|ient 
several, years iu tcuchiug, at WetliorsficUl, Conn., at Ikfcre- 
ditli, N. Y., and at Bandolph, Yt. lie also engaged iu the 
study of law, which he pursued until he was nciiriy quadi- 
fied for admission to the bar. But while at Bandolpli, his 
views of duty and usefulness underwent a cluuige, which led 
him to the choice of the Christian ministry as his employ- 
ment for life. His theological studies were pursued at 
Andover, Mass., where he graduated in 1839. In 1841, he 
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married IVIiss Harriet P. Cilley, a native of Nottingham, 
N. II., daughter of Major Jacob Cilley, and granddaughter 
of General Joseph Cilley, of Nottingham, and of General 
Enoch Poor, of Exeter, N. II., both ofTicers in the army of 
the Ilevolution. She died September 23, 1848, aged thirty- 
seven yeara, leaving four daughters. Mr. Brainerd is still 
pastor of tiic Presbyterian society in Londonderry. 

In 1836, tlie Presbyterian society in Londonderry voted 
to build a meeting-house, to bo located on the west side of 
the I^Iammoth Uoad, at the corner and north of the old road 
leading from Captain Isaac McAlestcr's house. The house 
was accordingly built and located agreeably to the above 
vote; and at a parish meeting, August 21, 1837, it was 
voted that divine service commence at the new meeting- 
house the first Sabbath afler it shall have been dedicated. 

In consequence of the removnl of the place of worship a 
mile west from the old mccting-house, a considerable number 
of families on the easterly side of the parish were disaffected. 
And as their attendance upon divine worship was rendered 
more inconvenient, they withdrew from the parish, and, 
uniting with families residing in the lower village of Derry 
and that vicinjty, formed a Congregational church and society. 
A preliminary meeting, to consider the expediency of form- 
ing a church in the village, was held July 8, 1837. Afler 
due deliberation, it was decided to call a council for this 
purpose, on the third day of August following. The council 
met on that day, agreeably to letters missive, and proceeded 
to organize a church, to be called the " First Congregational 
Church in Derry.** The reasons assigned for forming another 
church were, that the population in the village was increas- 
ing ; that tliere was an important literary institution there, 
and that the inhabitants might enjoy increased facilities for 
meeting on the Sabbath, and for occasional religious exer- 
cises. 

In the organization of the church, forty members were 

16» 
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admitted from tUe Presbyterian cburdi in Berrj, Cwen 
three from the Presbyterian church in Londondenry, and i 
from the church in Pclham. In the course of a few moni 
thirteen others were admitted by letter. Nathaniel Pari 
Abel F. Ilildreth, and John Perkins, were chosen deaoo 
In the same year, the society erected a neat and oomniudii 
meeting-house, on the summit of a gentle swell of land, in I 
westerly part of the village. 

On the 12th of August, 1837, the chiurch voted, una 
mously, to give Mr. Pliny B. Day a call to settle with th 
in the gospel ministry ; in Wliich call the society, with 1 
unanimity, concurred. The invitation being accepted* ] 
Day was ordained on the fourth of October following. 1 
Day is a native of Norwich, Mass. He graduated at Amiic 
Ck>llege, in 183-1, and at Andover Tlieological Seminary, 
1837. His pastoral connection with that church and wodi 
still continues. 

A Methodbt Episcoiml church was formed in Dei 
August 6, 1834, consisting, at the time of its formation, 
fifteen members. Caleb Dustiii, J. T. G. Diiismorc, W. 
FoUunsliee, John ^(ureli, and John Taylor, were apjioin 
stewards. In 183(>, u neat and convenient ineeting-hoi 
was erected for their accommodation, in the Lower Villa 
The church at the present time consists of eighty menibc 
and hiis since its formal ion been siipplied by the follow! 
nniiistei*s, in succession. Uev. Pliilo Brownsoii, He v. Jan 
McCane, Rev. Siunuel lloyt, Uev. W. II. Brewster, \l 
Michael Quimby, Uev. Jonatliau lla^eltine, Ui*v. Jan 
Dow, Uev. James Adams, Uev. Uichard Newhall, U 
Ezekiel Adams, Uev. G. W. T. Uogers, Uev. Freeman 
Barrows, and Uev. Joseph I'alincr. 

In closing this summary view of the churches and tl 
sevend pastors, in thi^ ancient town, I nanark, tliat the eo 
siastieal is by far the nio^t ini|>ortant cliaptcr in the hist 
of a people, whether considered in relation to tlie life t 
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now is, or that i^hicli is to come. While in the narrative of 
some communities it presents a dark page, in regard to this 
town it is cause of devout gratitude that in no instance 
has the ministry been dishonored. Of the thirteen ministers 
who have hekl the pastoral charge of its respective parishes, 
there is not one but has sustained, unblemished, the Christian 
character, and been acceptable, and in a degree successful, in 
the discharge of the duties of the sacred oflice. Of the five 
ministers preceding the present pastor, who have had 
charge of the first or original parish, all but one died while 
sustaining the pastoral relation, and now repose in the same 
graveyard, surrounded by their beloved flocks.* There 
rests also the dust of the Rev. Mr. Brown, who, although 
he had early resigned the pastoral charge, continued to offi- 
ciate in the Christian ministry till advanced ago, and died 
respected by those who had long known him as a friend and 
a neighbor. 

In the West Parish, three of its ministers sustained the 
pastoral relation until it was dissolved by death. Two of its 
pastors, at their special request, were dismissed, while each 
of the Presbyterian societies, as well as the Congregational 
society, enjoys the labors of a settled pastor. The Methodist 

* Anil now the rcmnins of tho sixth pastor lie in the snme }-nr(I. It 
is prolmbly trne of no town in New Englnnd, which has been settled 
the RAmc length of time, thnt all tho pastors of the parish are bnried 
together in tho same cemetery. To these may be added Ilcv. Darid 
MacGrcgor, of the West Parish, making seven of tho pas'tors of liOn- 
donderry who now rest there from thpir labors, and will sleep together till 
the resurrection. 

In the month of November, snbseqncnt to the death of He v. Mr. 
Parker, Mr. Joshna W. Wclhnan, a native of Cornish, N. II., and a 
graduate of Dartmouth College in 1846, and of the Theological 8cmi- 
nary, Andover, in 1850, supplied the pulpit of the Presbyterian church 
in Dcrry, for a few Sabbaths. Mr. Wellman was the first and only 
candidate of the society, and at a parish meeting, January 1851, received 
an unanimous call to liecome their pastor. This call was subsequently 
accc])tcd, and ho is to be ordained in June of tlio present year. 
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iOciciT witOf riiioo its onsuuflUioOy bas mufiHrnly 
plied with the fireachiiig of the goqid. No oae 
poMcd tinee the settlement of the town^ in which ihew 
not been a eteted poator to eondoct the eenrieee of the 
tnerj, and osoally two; nor a Sabbath in wUdi the Wot4 of 
God bat not been read and ezpoonded in the pnbfieeoppe- 
gatioos of the people. If there it an j advantage^ ihea^ in Ae 
eonttani employment of an able and fiuthfiil miniitiy, Ait 
town bat probably poo tctto d it at Inlly at any other in New 
England. That there are real and tubttantial bencila etB- 
nected with the ttatcd minittry» and the ofdinaneet of icH- 
gioo, will not be denied by any who admit the tmdi of the 
diTine word. «Faith eometh by hearing,* and «lyy the 
fi)olithnett of preachings it pleatet God to tave thote thai 
are lost'' 

The recordt of the duirdiet in thit towi| exhibit eridcaeB 
that tlie ordinance of the Clirittian minittry, here ao mA- 
formly maintained, hat not been without itt apprapriale 
fruitt. Previous to the divitioo of the original town into 
parishes, we find that the number of communicants at the 
table of the Lord was large, that many were added to tlie 
<*'**jrch from one communion season to another. The ttate 
of the churches after a division took place, is not so wdl 
known, as very imperfect records were kept and pretenred. 
We have adverted to the interest felt in this town on the 
subject of religion, during " the great awakening in 1741.* 
A very considerable number became the hopeful subjects of 
divine grace, and were added to the churcli of Clirist. In 
the first church in Derry there have been, since 1810, 
re[)eated and powerful manifestations of divine grace, as hat 
also been the case in the other religious communities within 
the limits of the original township. 

The first of these seasons was in 1815, when thirty-one 
members were added to the church. It occurred in connec- 
tion with the usual means of grace. A like season of refresh- 
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ing was experienced by this church in 1823, resulting in the 
hopeful conversion of nearly forty individuals. The year 
following (1824), the General Association of New Hampshire 
held it8 anniversary in the East Parish of Londonderr}*. A 
divine hlessing attended its deeply interesting and solemn 
services. Sixty-two were, in consequence, added to the 
church. In 1827, an awakened interest in religion was 
manifested in the community ; more than thirty individuals 
puhlicly professed their faith in Christ 

The fii'st"protrncted meeting" (as such religious convoca- 
tions were usually termed) held in this town, was in 1831. 
It contiinied four days, which was the usual tei*m of such 
meetings. There were public services during the day, the 
same ns on the Subbath. The regular discourses were 
generally i)reccdcd and followed by brief extemporaneous 
addresses by ministers in attendance. The intermission of 
public exercises was impi*ovcd as an inquiry meeting, aiford- 
ing any who might be in an awakened and anxious state 
of mind, an opportunity to receive appropriate instruction 
from the pastor and others. In the evenings of these days, 
there were more usually religious services in the different 
neighborhoods. The mornings wei;e seasons of special 
prayer, both private and social. The exercises were more 
commonly sustained by the neighboring ministers, occasion- 
all}' by an evangelist. 

Such was the order generally pursued in these meetings, 
which soon became general throughout the land, among all 
denominations of evangelical Christians. They were attended 
in most instances with very happy results, until at length an 
undue reliance came to be placed on these special services, 
to the neglect of the ordinary but moi*e im[)ortant means of 
grace. Then the divine influence was withheld, and in some 
sections of the land, and by certain eccentric teachers, irreg- 
ularities and improprieties of conduct, in respect to these 
services, were introduced and sanctioned. Tliey were there- 
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tan, at leogtli, iiispended by the dundm genenD/, and 
rdianee for the revival and promotioo of rdigion waa plaoMl 
more enlireljr on ilie divinelj appointed minirtrationa of Ibe 
stated pastor, in his pulpit and parochial labors. But Iboug^ 
these protracted meetings were in some cases perverted from 
their original design, attended with irregularities, and Ibe 
occasion of evil, they were in general the means of great 
good, and attended with signal blessings to the cfaurehes. 

Hie first meeting of the kind lield in this place was highly 
salutary in its cflTucts; sixty-eiglit were in oonso(|ueiiea 
added to the church. In 1834, a similar meeting waa bdd 
here, and attended with like effect ; a goodly number gave 
evidence of a saving change, and made |mblic profession of 
their faith. 

In 1837-^, a very general attention to the subject of 
religion prevailed througliout the town, and all its rdigioiM 
societies were blessed with the special influences of the Spirit. 
To the Presbyterian church in Dcrry, more than an hundred 
were added by profession. Ninety-six persons, comprising 
individuals of various classes and ages in the community, 
from the aged of more than thrccdcori) and ten, to the youth 
of fourteen, wani recciveil to the cuinnuiiiion of the church 
on one SobUuth. The scene was most deeply solcnm and 
impressive. Rev. Dr. Woods of Andover was present, and 
preached to a large and attentive assembly. It was estimated 
that more than two hundred, within tlie bounds of Derry, 
became the liojUiful subjects of divine gnure, during this 
season of revival. The lost revival st'iusou enjoyetl by this 
religious community was in 1841 ; thirty were then udiled to 
the church. 

In the Presbyterian society in I^indondcrry, there were, 
during the years 1831 and 1832, times of i*cfi*eshing, under 
the ministry of Rev. Mr. Adunis ; and as the fruit of these 
revivals about seventy were added to the ehureh. There was 
al:K> a special attention to -the subject of i*eligion, near the 
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dose of the year 1834, and as the result, about fifteen made 
a public profession of their faith in Christ. There was also 
a general revival of religion in that society, in 1842, under 
the ministry of Rev. Mr. Brainerd, and about eighty gave 
evidence of a saving change. Among these were to be found 
the man and woman of grey hairs ; but most of them were 
in middle age, and in the morning of life. By this out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, the church was much refreshed, 
and increased in numbers and strength. 

Besides these more marked displays of divine grace, 
attended with most happy effect, there have been, in the 
mean time, lighter showers of divine influence, which have 
produced many precious fruits of righteousness. And it is 
deserving of notice, that the far greater proportion of those 
who have become members of the church of Christ, since the 
connnenccmcnt of the second century, were fruits of these 
seasons of revival. The AVord and ordinances of God, how- 
ever regularly and faithfully dispensed, are ineffectual to 
the salvation of the soul, if unattended by the special 
influences of the Spirit. ''Paul may plant and ApoUos 
water, but it is God who giveth the increase." 

Let then the Holy Spirit, the author of these sacred influ- 
ences, by whicli men are awakened from the slumbers of 
impenitence, convinced of their guilt and danger as sinners, 
renewed in the spirit of their minds, sanctified in heart and 
life, and fitted for the light and purity of heaven, be duly 
honored, and his agency humbly and fervently sought. 
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CHAPTEB V. 

SbTTLXMBVTI made BT XMIQBAXTt FBOX UMDOniBBlll 
WIVDUAX — rBTBBMmOUOn — BBDVOBD — COKBBT TAIXBI 
VOTA tOOTlA — AVTBIX — ACWOKTO. 

tliote who joined Uiem from Irebuid, becoming BBmen 
famished m luge number of piooeen of ciTiliailSoBi in li 
Hampshire^ Veimont, and Maine. Man j towna in ita 
einitf wero aettled from this oolonj. Windhanl^ Ches 
Manchester, Merrimack, Bodlbnl, Go&laim, New BosI 
Antrim, Peteiboroogh, Oolerain, and Acworth, ti^htf i 
settlements more remote^ derived from Londonderry b c 
siderable proportion oftheir first inhabitants. Abriefnol 
will be given of some of tliese settlements, derived diii 
from the centenary discourses which have been pubiisl 
oommemorating tlieir settlement, and from other authei 
sources. 

WINDHAM. 

In 1742, an act to incorporate a new jiarish in the toi 
ship of Londonderry, by the name of Windliam, passed 
the General Assembly of the province. 

The bouiidairics of the parisli, as described in tlie charl 
are as follows : ^ IWginning at the dwelling-house of i 
John Hopkins of said I^ndoudcrr}', yeoman, tlience nmui 
on n due west ci>iirse to Ik'uwr Hrook, so csUlcd ; then Im^ 
ning again at the said housi* at the place where it be^ 
betbre (so as to leave Uic said house to ye northward), i 
from thence to run on a due east course, till it comes to 
easterly line of said Londonderry ; then to run as said 1 
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runs, till it comes to the southerly boundary of said London- 
derry ; then to run to westward as the said boundary ruBS, 
till it comes to the said Brook, and then to run as the said 
Brook runs, until it comes to the place on the said Brook,, 
where the said west line runs across the same, excepting 
out of these limit« the polls and estates of John Archibald^ 
James Clark, James Moor, John Hopkins, and John Cochran,, 
and their respective families." 

The charter provides, that ** the said parish shall be and 
hereby is invested with all the powers and authorities that 
ye several towns in the province are invested witli," with 
tlie exception of the right to send a representative to the 
Assembly ; for which purpose they were to unite with the 
inhabitants of Londonderry. 

In 1750, a considerable tract of land was taken from the 
southeasterly part of Windham, and annexed to Salem. 
The town now comprises fiflcen thousand seven hundred 
and forty-four acres, and, in 1840, contained nine hundred 
and twenty-six inhabitants. 

In the beginning of 1747, the Rev. William Johnston was 
installed pastor of this religious society ; and Nathaniel 
Hemphill, Samuel Kinkead, and John Kyle, were ordained 
ruling cldersii In July, 1752, Mr. Johnston was dismissed 
from his pjolyioilil charge ; not, as it appears, on account of 
any disaffection of the people towards him, or of impropriety 
in his conduct but for want of support During his ministry, 
there was no house for public worship ; the meetings were 
Usually held in barns, sometimes in private houses. In 1758, 
a meeting-house was erected in that parish, on the south side 
of Cobbett's Pond. The church and society, on application 
by their commissioner to the synod of New York and Phila- 
delphia, for a Presbytenan minister, obtained the Rev. John 
Kinkead, and a regular call having been presented to him and 
accepted, he was installed in October, 1760. Soon after, an 
addition was made to the eldership, of the following gentle- 

16 
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men, nninely, Jobn Armslrong, Sainuel Campboll, Daviil 
Gregg, Julin Morrow, SjuqucI Morrisoi, ICoWrt Ilojaktnt, 
Gftwin Armour, uiid Jolin TiifU. Alllieugli Mr. KiuLcaJ 
possessed respedable faleoU and acqtiitvaienU as a prcttcher 
of ihc gospel, yet, not moiotiuning a Clinalinii uiiil iniui*- 
teriul dcpoi-uucDl, and being clini^p^Lk wiiU inimuruliliia, 
be Mon lost tlio respect and conBdeticc of Ins i>eopIe, und 
was dumUsed in April, 1765. 

Soon after the dixmissiou of Mr. Kinkead froni bJa pasloral 
charge, the parish presented a cikll to tlio Itcv. Simon Wil- 
lioina, who was ordained ihcir pnstor, Dooeinbur, 17C6, b; 
the Boelon prcfibytery. lie continued their minister twenl;- 
■eveo years, and deueased November 10, 1793, aged siilj- 
four years, lie was highly rcspe<:ted und esteemed bj his 
people, and by the neighboring ministers and churches. He 
was eminent aa a scholar, and opened a private academy, 
which he continued a number of years. Under hb Uiition, 
many young gentlemen were prepared for atlmission to col- 
lege, some of whom became distinguished in profe^ouol 
life. Allhotigli, during the laller j>art of hia life, Ur. Wil- 
liams wua sulijui'l at times to a partial deriuigenii-nt {ifmiiwl. 
and to oilier bmlily in(irniilic3, he ^lill cuutinuul in ilie dii- 
chargc of tlie duties of the oklnislry, wiib few iniemiptious, 
nntil bis death, lie died beloved by the people of his ehaige, 
who readily cast the mantle of duwily over bis ecuerilridttca 
Knd frailtiea. During his ministry, Jobn Ditismorc, Ruben 
Park, John Anderson, William Gregg, Samuel ilorrison, 
Eobcrt Dinsmoic, and Alciiiiidi-i- McCoy, wtic onhiii.til 
mling elders in that ebureh. 

In 1798, a new meeting-houac was creeled, at soiac dti- 
btnee west &om the SrBt,and more central to the town. After 
remaining destitute of a settled ministry twelve yean, the 
dtUTch and society extended a call to the Ber. ft»""TTl 
Harris, to become their pastor, lie aeeepled their ioTita- 
tion, and was ordaiiied by the Londonden; prcabytery, Oct. 
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9, 1805. Mr. Harris's connection with this diurchand soci- 
ety, as their pastor, continued until 1826, when, his voice 
failing, he was dismissed by nuitual consent During his 
ministry, the following persons were at different times added 
to the session, namely, David Gregg, James Davidson, Wil- 
liam Davidson, John Davidson, Jesse Anderson, Samuel 
Davidson, J. P. Johnson, Elcazer Barrett, James W. Perkins, 
Jacob E. Evans, and David McClary. 

In April, 1828, Rev. Calvin Cutler was ordained; and he 
sustained the relation of pastor to this churcli until his death, 
in 1844. During his ministry, some difficulties having Arisen 
in the town, in regard to tlie right of occu[)y ing the meeting- 
house, a new house was erected, not far from the former 
place of worship. Mr. Cutler ordained the following elders, 
namely, Samuel Anderson, Jacob Harris, Silas Moore, David 
Campbell, and Jonathan Cochran, in 1833 ; and Theodore 
Dinsmore, Joseph Park, Benjamin Blanchard, David A. 
Davidson, and Rei Hills, in 1843. 

November •% 1845. Rev. Loren Thayer was ordained, 
whose pastoral connection with this church and society still 
continues. 

The inhabitants of Windham, who are mostly the descend- 
ants of the first settlors of Londonderry, have firmly adhered 
(o the religious principles of their fathers, to the doctrine and 
forms of the Presbyterian church, as originally established 
in Scotland, and administered in this country. Not given to 
change, they have remained united and firm supporters of 
religious institutions and of gospel order. 

PETERBOROUGH. 

The township of Peterborough was first surveyed and laid 
out by Joseph Hall, Jr., in 1737, and was granted in 1738, 
by the General Court of Massachusetts, within whose juris- 
diction it was supposed to lie, to Samuel Haywood, and 
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others, yibo soon ufLcr Inumrerred tlicir litlu to JcremiaL 
Gridlcf, John Hill, Fawle tuid William Vnssal. The Itrat 
settlementa in the town were made under purchases fiuia 
the lasl-nained gentleincn. 

Ill the ^car 1739, there was an inefTectual allemgri lo form 
a settlement in thia township. Three yeara after, five ineo 
from LunonlMirg, SIius., made a small clearing, wliicli ilicy 
were compelled lo ahnndon in the year 1741, on account at 
the alann of war. About the some lime, onolltcr partji oT 
tliree men cleared a |>areel of land in the Boutticrljr part of 
Ihc town, but Icll bt-rore thc^ luul put in llieir icud. I'lie 
first permanent aelllemeul in the lownsliip tvas commenced 
in 1749, when, upon the close of tlie war, ibe first ndveniur* 
era retiinied, and received large accessions to iheir numl>er 
from Londondcri^, I.uncnhnrg, and oilier places. From 
this time the colottj iitci'cascd rapidly, so that in ten years it 
embraced about filly fiunilies. All the first Peltiers were of 
the Scolch-Irish stock, those wLu cainc from Lunenburg 
having but n few years before emigrated from the north uf 
Ireland. 

The town nu incorporaled January 17, 1760, and took 
its name from Peter FrcscoU, of Conourd, Hoss. The poti- 
tion for the act of incwporation is doted October SI, 1759, 
and it signed by Hiomaa Morrisoo, Jonathan Morriaan, and 
Thomas Cunningham. One of the three, J(»aihan Moirison, 
woB the fint male child bom in Idndondcrry. 

The hardships OKperienced by the first settlers of this torn- 
ship were severe, far more so than those now experionced 
by tlie pioneers in our western terntarics. Being reeeotlj 
from a foreign countiy, unaccustomed lo the axe, and by no 
means acquainted with tlie best method of clearing away the 
timber, they were here in the midst of on unlwoken forest, 
and exposed to acta of Indian cruelty. Wlken they retired 
to their beds at night, it was under the constant apprfhoraion 
of a midnight attack ; and when ihey left their dwelling to 
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cultivate their fields, it was with the same fearful forebodings. 
They were several times driven off by the enemy, and many 
of them almost ruined, as to their property ; yet, to use their 
own affecting language, as in their petition for incorporation, 
as a town, << what little we had in the world, lay here, we 
having no whither else to go, returned to our settlement as 
soon as prudence would admit, where we have continued 
since, and cultivated a rough part of the wilderness to a 
fniilfiil field." 

But aside from the apprehension of danger, they surely 
had difficulties and hardships enough. Till 1751, they had 
no grist-mill, and were obliged to bring all their provisions 
upon their shoulders five and twenty miles. For many years, 
there was not a glass window in the place. Their dwellings 
were miserable huts, not a board upon or within them, till 
175], when three frame houses were erected. The first 
meeting-house was erected in 1752, and for several years 
was furnished with no other scats than rough boards, laid 
loosely upon square blocks of wood. For a long period, there 
were no oxen, and still later no horses. 

The first settlers of Peterborough and their descendants, 
have exhibited the energy, courage, and patriotism, which 
distinguish the Scotch-Irish. During the war, which com- 
menced in 1755, a number of their young men enlisted in 
Rogers's company of rangers. On the ISth of March, 1758, 
a party of eight of them fell into an Indian ambuscade, near 
Lake Grcorgc, and six were killed, namely, John Stewart, 
Robert McNee, John Dinsmoor, Charles McCoy, David 
Wallace, and William Wilson. Alexander Robbe and 
Samuel Cunningham, escaped. 

The inhabitants of Peterborough engaged with zeal in the 
struggle for independence. Twenty-two from that town 
were present at the battle of Bunker Hill, although but 
seventeen were actually engaged in the confiict Seventeen 
days before the Declaration of Independence, the following 

16« 
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resolution was signed bjr (.■igUlj' -three nbto-lMilied mcit, of 
thut (own, na on expression of " ibcir dL'teniiiimli^i lu join- 
ing Ibeir Anterican bretliren in arnia, in defiuuliitg tlxi IIto, 
llborlica, anil properties of the UutlcU Coloaic*." 

" We, the aulMcribers, ilo hereby solemnly engage and 
promise, that we will, to the utmost of our power, at (lie 
risk of our lives and fortunes, with arus, oppose ilie hos- 
tile proceedings of the British fleets and armies against the 
United Colonics." 

This pledge, given not long aAer the commencement at 
hostilities, was nobly redeemed- Few if any towns fumLdted 
a greater number of soldiers during the revoluliooary war, 
in proportion tu the tiumbur of inhabilonls, than Peiu^ 
borough. Thiiro was not a man in llie town who favoivd 
the lirilish cause. 

The first school taught in tbe town was cmnmenced by 
Mr. John Ferguson. Tlie first rejiresenliitive was dvacaa 
Samuel Moore, elected in 1775. William Smith, Esq., wai 
delegated to the Provincial Congress in 1774. The first 
person commissioned as o justice of the jieace, ui I'clei^ 
Uirough, was Hugh Wilson, Ksi)., n re»|>cc|]ihl<! mii^iitruto. 

A subject of no little interest in the lustoiy of tliis Inwn ii 
its mauufactnring establisbmenls. In 1780, a dothier'a ahop^ 
for taking in wool to card and cloth to dreas, waa built) aad 
was the only fitctor; in town uotil 1793, wiien an impajse 
was given to the manufacturing enterprise of tlie plaoo by 
Ur. Samuel Smith, who erected a large building ibr uedtaB- 
ical purposes. This turned the attention of the pei^ile to the 
Taluable water privileges in the town. In 1610, the BiM 
cotton factory was put in operation ; since which time aar* 
eral cotton and other foclories have been established. It 
was estimated in 1339, that the amount of property vested 
in the vaiioas water privileges was three hundred thTHHiamil 
dtrflara ; thai the cotton factories produced annnally ooe 
millioa seven hundred and twenty^ve thousand jardi of 
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doth ; and that the amount of property imported and sold, 
in the various stores in the town, was not less than seventy- 
five thousand dollars. 

The population of the town, according to the census of 
1830, was one thousand nine htnidrcd and eighty-four; and 
according to the census of 1840, it was two tliousand one 
hundred and sixty-three. 

The early ecclesiastical history of Peterborough is far 
from favorable. The church, as originally organized, was 
Presbyterian. The gentlemen first separated to the office 
of elders, were William McNee, William Smith, Samuel 
Moore, and Samuel Mitchel. They were consecrated by 
Rev. Robert Annan, of Boston, in 1778, and they all 
<< adorned their profession, and died in faith." A Presby- 
terian minister, by the name of Johnston, came with the first 
settlers and remained with them about a year. The desk 
was supplied for a time by Rev. Mr. Harvey, and in the 
year 1764 by Rev. Mr. Powers. 

The first settled minister in the town was Rev. John Mor- 
rison, lie was born at Pathfoot, in Scotland, in 1748, and 
was of a family distinct from that of the Morrisons who were 
among tlie first settlera of the town. He was graduated at 
Edinburgh, in 17G5, arrived at Boston the May following, 
and was ordained at Peterborough, November 26, 1766. 
Although he was possessed of more than ordinary talent, he 
soon proved to be intemperate and licentious. His conduct 
afler a time became so scandalous that a presbytery was 
held, and he was suspended for a time from his office. He 
rclinquisiied his connection with the society in March, 1772, 
visited South Carolina, returned and joined the American 
army, at Cambridge, m 1775. He soon after went over to 
the British, and remained with them till his death, which 
took place at Charleston, S. C, in 1782. He became a pro- 
fessed atlieist, and died an abandoned profligate. 

In October, 1778, Mr. David Annan, having received a 




call, was onlaiiied for relcrborough, by Ihc preabTtflrj, wlu 
Diet at WHllkill, N. J. lit; was n l-roltier of RuticH Aniu 
who was for a time paalor of FuUcnd Street cliurcb, 
Bosloii, waa boni at Ciipur uf Fifu, ii) StioUaml, April 
1754, and uune U> America wheii joaa^ Ho rvcuived li 
education at New Dninswiuk Culk-ge, N. J. In 179i, tl 
pa^lorol conneutiou of &Ir. Aiinon with the society iu Pete 
borough was dissolved, at his request, by the prcdbylety 
Londonderry. He was by tho same presbytery ilepow 
from the minbtry, in 1800, and died in Ireliuid, in 18(J 
Mr. Aniinii poasensed respLVtablc talents, luxl iiiiglit easi 
have reloitied llic cuiifidcoco of liia [fcoplc. But liia tulci 
perale habiu, bis licentious and corrupt convcnutlion, u 
his haughty, overbearing demeanor, at leugtli deprived hi 
of their respect and regard. So brutal was his InuUmiuil 
hia wife, who was an estimable woman, tlml she was som 
tioiea compelled lo pass the whole night, with her cliildre 
in the woods ; and she finally obtained a bill of divorce, i 
tho ground of cxtreuie cruelty. Mr. Aforrison and U 
Annan were the only settled ministers in the place for fif 
jeara. 

** The qaeation,'' saya the Bev. J. II. HoniacHi, ia hit eei 
l«nary address, " How could religion be kept alive uodwmi 
drcamitonces, is readily answered. Our people were •!«*] 
readers, and the Bible was almost their only book. Ilei 
they went for counsel and support. It was lo Ibani propb 
and priest. With nil thoir reverence for tho publio minii 
tntions of religion, their reverence for the writloi wn 
was far greater. In the next place, the practice at famil 
prayer waa faithfully observed. Morning and evening tl 
Scriptures were read ; and if the flame of devotion bumc 
dim in the bouse of public worship, it was not pcrmittod i 
go out upon the Gunily allar." 

After the dismission of Ur. Annan, a call was g^ven : 
B«T. Z. S. Moore, but it was declined, and the town an 
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tinned without a minister until October 28, 1799, when Rev. 
Elijah Dunbnr was ordained. The church had originally 
belonged to the Londonderry presbytery, but at the settle- 
ment of Mr. Annan, at his request, it was dismissed from 
the Londonderry presbytery, and united with the New York 
presbytery. When Mr. Dunbar was settled, that presbytery 
had become extinct, and the church, being lefl an indepen- 
dent body, adopted the Congregational form. As there were 
many who were still attaclied to the Presbyterian mode, it 
was arranged that once a year the communion should be 
administered by a Presbyterian, in the Presbyterian manner. 
This service was for many years performed by Rev. Wil- 
liam Morrison, of Londonderry. In 1822, a portion of the 
j)eople who had never been pleased with the Congregational 
form, and others who had never been quite at ease under an 
Anninian preacher, withdrew, and formed a Presbyterian 
society. Jilr. Dunbnr retained his pastoral connection with 
the Congregational society, until February, 1827. lie was 
succeeded in June, of the same year, by Abiel Abbot, D. D., 
who is still the pastor. The present number of communi- 
cants ill this chui-ch, who are residents in the town, is sixty- 
eight. 

The Presbyterian society erected a meeting-house in 
1825, and, in 1827, Rev. Peter Holt was installed their 
pastor. In March, 1835, Mr. Holt resigned his office as 
pastor of this society, and Rev. Mr. Pine was installed the 
next year, and was dismissed in January, 1837. Rev. Joshua 
Barret was stated supply from February, 1837, to February, 
1839. Rev. James R. French was ordained pastor, March 
18, 1840, and was dismissed in April, 1847. The present 
pastor. Rev. Henry J. Lamb, was ordained July 14, 1847. 
The present number of members in this churcli is one 
hundred and seventy-five. 

A Baptist church was constituted November, 1822, con- 
sisting of forty members, and the first pastor was Rev. 
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Ghariei Cbimninp. Bar. Mr. Goodoow 
hbonwilh this churdi in Junep 1881. BeT.OeotseDd 
was the pMlor fttwi March. 1884, unlU 1888. Her. J 
Peaeock eommeneed praaching September, 1887, aai 
mained one year. ReT. J. IL Wihnarth wai icUled St 
1888»alldwasditllli8MdlIard^]840. Rev. ZebnhMi J( 
was the pastor fttwi April, 1840, to NoTember, 1848. 1 
A. Brown oommenced preaching Jan., 1844, and leoHU 
one year. Rev. Sherbom Dearborn commenced hit U 
in September, 18*45, and was diamimed Aoguft, 1847. ' 
pretent pastor. Rev. J. M. ChidL, was settled Decern 
1847. The number of resident members in this ehnrd 
the present time is eighty-three. 

There has*been in this town for sevend years a Maths 
church, which now contains seventy-eight members. 

To the foregoing historical sketch of PeteibonMi^ 
following item, from the Boston Evening Trmvdler 
appended, in tlie belief that it will not bo uniutcrestii^: 

NKW IIAMrSIIIIlB IN 0L1> TIIIKS. 

Tlio uldciit sou of New Uaiiiiwliiru who ntleiideil 
grand festival, oil Wetlnesday, was our follow-dtizcn, '. 
Samuel Gregg, of 18 Leverett Street lie was bona 
Peterborough, N. H., in 1772, and has resided in Boi 
constantly for the last half-century. Among the first setii 
in his native town were liis mother and father. Tlie lat 
subsequently Iluowu as l^fujor Samuel Gregg, was a nal 
of Londonderry. Joining, at the early age of seventeen, 
English army in the old Frencli war, lie was at the ca|it 
of Louisburg, and on the plains of Ahruhnm, with the br 
General Wolfe, whose great victory there united the Cii 
das to the British empire. When the Revolution broke < 
he refused to act under his oommidsion of lieutenant in 
king's service, took up arms for his countrymen, and i 
his wife, who was born in Ilaverliill, Mass., staked all 
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the cause of independence. The following, related a few 
hours since by their son, the present Samuel Gregg, and the 
oldest person at the dinner on Wednesday, will give some 
idea of the necessities and toils of some of tlie first founders 
of the Granite State. << My parents planted themselves in 
Peterborough," remarked ^Ir. Gregg, ^ about one hundred 
years ago, on the banks of the Contoocook. At that period 
there was not a settler, nor a single improvement, between 
their house and Canada ; and it was years aflerwards, before 
they had one neighbor ; and for a long time but one, between 
them on the north and the boundaries of that province. On 
a cold winter's day, my mother threw on her doak of scarlet 
doth, such as the grcat-grcat-grandmothers of the rising 
generation were then accustomed to wear, and with her 
husband, went out upon the ice down the Contoocook, to see 
the family of their nearest northern neighbor, in Antrinii 
twelve miles off by land, and some fifteen by the river. 
Hiey arrived about noon, but found tlicir neiglibor, Mr. 
James Aiken, had gone with his wife to make a call on 
some of their relatives, twenty-five or thirty miles distant at 
the east Miss Aiken, their little daughter, then about 
twelve years old, made a cup of tea for my mother, afler 
whidi, the two disappointed travellers retraced their steps, 
over the ice to their dwelling, which they reached in the 
evening. That night there fell a rain so heavy as to break 
up the frozen stream ; and had they not returned as they 
did, they could not have reached home for less than four or 
^^Q weeks, as there were no roads, and tlie snow was three 
or four feet deep in the woods. In tliose days, there was not 
a cart nor a vehicle on wheels, nor a highway, in the whole 
town of Peterborough ; and my ancestor was obliged to take 
his grain four mile^ to mill, and bring the meal back upon a 
rude car, composed of poles, fastened lengthwise to a cross- 
piece, the front being elevated by the oxen, and the rear 
drawn over the ground, somewhat like a sled." 
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A aettlaiMnt was eoauneoeed io Bedtel iD Ae jav ITU 
bjr a few indhridiialt from Luoduailc r ry, aaom 
Robert and Jaoiet Walker, John Gofle, Hatthev 
and OapL Samnel Patteo. These hidiTidBala aeltM mmt 
the baok of the MerrimadL river. Thej weie aoon fiBoivei 
bjr nuuqr oCfaen, ao thai, in 1750, the town wUdi 
called Souh^gan Eitfl,or Narraganarl, Na 5^ wn 
rated tmder its present name, and with its praseal l^nl% Hi 
territory origlnallj extending sooth to Sonhsgaa river. 

As miglit be expected firom a people of snch an on^jm^ 
thfj made earij provision ibr the institution of the gospsL 
In 1760, the town gave a call to Rev. Alexander Boj4 
soon after to Rev. Messrs. Alexander McDowdl^ 
oel Mcdintodc; bat in each case wiihont snncfs A 
meeting-house was raised in 1755, but not fuDj iniahei 
nntil some years after. 

On Sept 28, 1757, Rov. John Houston was ordained pastor 
of the church, which was organized in the Prcsbjrterian eider. 
Rev. Mr. True of llampstcad, offered the prayer ; Rev. Mr. 
Fanionsof Newbury, prcaclied tiie sermon ; Rev. IXivid Mae- 
Qrcgor of Londonderry, gave the charge ; Rev. Mr. T^ne 
gave the right liand of fellowship, and Rov. Mr. "Wliite of 
Gloucester, concluded with prayer. 

James Little, James Gilmore, Benjamin Smith, and Wil- 
liam Moor, constituted the first board of elders. 

About til is time, sundry i nimbi (ants of lircrrimack, who 
had removed to that town from Londonderry, united for a 
number of years with the inhabitants of Bedford, proltably 
from preference for the Presbyterian form of government. 
Mr. Houston continued to fill the oflice of minister in Bedford, 
till 1775. This town partook largely of the |>atriotic feeding 
that prevailed at this time throughout the country, and many 
of its citizens engaged in the dimgers and hardships of the 
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reTolutionary war. Tlicir minister differed from the great 
body of the people, in his views of public affiurs, and on tliis 
account he ceased preaching, and in 1778 his pastoral con- 
nection was dissolved by act of the presbytery. 

Rev. Mr. Houston was educated at Princeton, N. J., where 
he took his degree in 1753 ; he studied* divinity with the 
Rev. David MacGregor of Londonderry. He was consid- 
ered a sound, orthodox divine, luid a man of considerable 
native and acquired talent, but somewhat deficient as a public 
s^KMiker. lie was a conscientious and good man. He was 
born in Jjondonderry, and died in Bedford, 1798, aged 75- 
For a long jYcriod aAcr the dismissal of Mr. Houston, the 
town was destitute of a settled ministry. The people were 
supplied with preaching part of ,the year, but, with a single 
exception, by no one individual for any length of time. Rev. 
William Tickles, from Wales, England, preadied for a time, 
as a stated 8up[)ly. He was a man of very popular talents, 
but his habits and general deportment were such as to dis- 
honor his sacred profession. His influence was unfavorable 
to the cause of vital piety. As might be expected in such a 
state of things, the ordinances of religion were neglected, 
divisions arose, and the interests of piety declined. But 
during this long period of nearly thirty years, the watcliful 
providence of God surrounded the church, through seasons 
of peril, and preserved it from becoming extinct. 

On Sept 5, 1804, Rev. David MacGregor, a native of Lon- 
donderry, was ordained to the pastoral charge of the church 
and congregation iji Bedford. The religious aspect of things 
now began to change. The church as a body became more 
regular and consistent, additions were yearly made to their 
number, and the cause of piety and benevolence advanced 
with a steady progress. 

In April, 1825, the pastoral relation, subsisting between 
Mr. MacGregor and the church, was, by mutual consent, 
dissolved by act of presbytery. Mr. MacGregor received 
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Ui ednctttidn M DwrtHMWlb OaQege, vben kc ton 
aegree in 1790. He Unlied dmnitj wiifc Utn. Dr. 
ilMa of LoadoadcTT;. lib BuaHtry, k i» halwrd 
p««l]rUeMed. . . ^ , .. w , ^ 

ha ii flBgaged In ibe Imuumu of intlnKlim. 

The piCMM {Hulor, Iter. TbooMs Ssng^ was iM 
•nr Um dnnck and poaple Jnljr S, 163&. 

The old nweluv-lMMM having hetn oc e a pfa d fa- Ac 
•hip of God from gcnernlion to gcneraUon (or nenrij ■ 
Jtun, and luiving buconte uniuilaUc fur a {ibcw of woi 
» new botue waa er«ct«d, )uid Mjlemalj d«diealcd h 
fervica of God, I)Membcr 35. 1 832. The duireh hM il 
whh other diurchea iu apirilaAl Uestingi ; sad dac 
lonlcnunl of Ihe pmoDt pnalor, Iwo Imndrcd and oov 
two ba,n been added by praCenion. 

CUERRT VALI-Ey. 
b the fear 1741, an eraignUion of aDa&diercf bad 
llio vidlcj of the Mt^wk, wc«l of the Iludson river, 
plncc under lite fullowing ciruunutances. A potcnl 
Icrrilory now called Clierrjr Valley, contiuiiing eight 
Nind ncrcs of liuid, Ij'iug ubuut (en uiilc^ bouiIi of tbu Moj 
river, and My-two west from AlUuiy, was granled lo 
Lindesay, a ScolcL gtuilleiium of some dislmction, and < 
otiien. At lliat time, with very few exceptions, ibe 1 
country we8l uf CUerry Valley, reaching oil to the I^ 
ocean, was one unbroken wildemcaa. The whole eoi 
called the Great West, the vast Volley of the UImbm 
was almoat an unknown land. Attracted by the beau 
the scenery, the wild and romantic fciUnrea of the coo 
not uidike his native Scotland, Mr. Liudesny, the prin 
patentee, with his family, took up his abode in this pla 
the summer of 1740. An Indian footpath only afforded 
oommunicatioa with the Mohawk river. 
The winter which followed was one of great aeT 
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Long ere spring revisited the YaHey, his provisions were 
exhausted. The great depth of snow entirely interrupted 
his intercourse with the settlements of the Mohawk. He 
realized in their greatest extent the dangers and trials of a 
borderer. A lingering death by starvation was before him. 
At this critical pcrio<1, an Indian arrived from the Mohawk, 
dti snow-shoes. The Indian returned, at tlie solicitation of 
Mr. Lindesay, and procured provisions, which he carried on 
his hack to the distressed cmignuits, and thus saved the lives 
of the first family which settled in Cherry Valley^ 

About the time of his settlement, Mr. Lindcsay became 
acquainted with the Rev. Samuel Dunlop, a native of Ireland, 
and a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin ; and induced him 
by liberal offers to aid the settlement, tlirough his influence 
with his countrymen at liome and in tliis country. 11^ con- 
eented, ancf having gone to Ireland and married, he returned 
with his wife and a few families. From New York he came 
immediately to Londonderry, where his countrymen had 
settled twenty years before, and which had now become a 
thriving town. By his representations of tlie tract of terri- 
tory offered for settlement on the most favorable terms, a 
number of persons from Londonderry were persuaded to 
remove to Cheriy Valley. David Ramsay, William Gault, 
James Campbell, William Dickson, and others, with tlieir 
families, in all about thirty persons, accompanied him to tliat 
then remote and exposed settlement, and laid the foundation 
of a thriving colony. 

One of the first movements of this little band, was the 
organization of a church under the pastoral charge of Mr. 
Dunlop, nnd the erection of a rude edifice of logs, in which 
they assembled to worship the God of their fathers. In his 
own house, Mr. Dunlop opened a classical school, and there 
educated some young men, who afterwards, and especially 
during the Revolution, acted conspicuous parts. It is worthy 
of especial remembrance, that in this Valley, and principally 
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bj bdiTldaak froB Loadflofcny, Ibe 
WM oipuiifad br wtUgkKm woaMp Id Ike 
ttid Um flnt dsfiicid ff ti ftfll eilalilidked Id 
New York. 

The ooodnel of these enigmits fimm Insfaai^ im Ae 4 
Itftin ffft t- uf duurdiei ft»*^ ffi^f^ f^ ig fH^ beii cvideBoe i 
■pErii with wUdi the fonndetiom of thar frltViawti 
kid. Virtue end Icnowlodgep the two greet pSIan of v 
lieen inttitulioii% were uniiofmlj the oljeet of thehr pi 
Thus did ^um eokmj aed^ to plant in tlie verf eealie « 
wildemetii tlie aeedf of Christianity and civilisalioa. ' 
numbers wore smaU, their means were fimited, bat thei 
was noble, and their enterprise ultimatdy soceessfaL 

Settlements were not then, as now, thrown fimtaid 
such •rapidity that a frontier hamlet of Unlay beeones i 
with a densely peopled eountiy aRNmd it, to-a^bnow. 
the contrary, the encroadbments upon the wildemesBj 
upon the home of the red man, prerions to the Befol 
were mode slowly, and with great caution, and the inc 
of these frontier scltlcm^ts was very slow ; so that in 
twelve yeurs ufker the first settlement of Chcny V 
there were but eigfu families in the place. In 1765, 
luid increased to forty families. The slow increase ol 
and other frontier settlements, was owing in a great d( 
to the long and bloody wars between England and Fi 
during this i>eriod. The battle-field was transferred 
Kuro|>e to America, and the contest for national suprc; 
was maintained with renewed vigor amid the forest lion 
our fathers, and upon their inland seas. Most of the Ii 
tribes at the noiih, allured away by the French Jesuits 
by the libcnd presents of the Fix^nch moimrch, took i 
liutchct against the lOnglitih mid Anieriauis. lleiio 
frontier iiihid>itants were kept under constmit apprelici 
and though the settlement of Cherry Valley escaped de 
tion, yet the inhabitants were called into service, an 
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changed the peaceful pursuits of agriculture for the excite- 
ments and dangers of the camp, and were engaged in distant 
and hazardous expeditions. 

Wlien the war of the Revolution commenced, Cherry 
Valley was still a frontier settlement, and its citizens early 
embraced the colonial cause. This region seems early in the 
progress of the war to have been marked out for destruc- 
tion, and the settlement of Cherry Valley, after repeated 
alarms, was destined to share Uie common fate of the frontier 
liamlets of New York. Tlic 11th of November, 1778, has 
been rendered memorable by the sacrifices, and sufferings^ 
and death of many of the early settlers of this Valley. On 
this day, the place was attacked by the savage foe. Between 
thirty and forty of the inhabitants were killed ; others were 
retained as hostages, or prisoners, to be borne away through 
the wilderness to take up their abode with the savages, 4uid 
to suffer a tedious and dreadful captivity. All the houses 
in the place were burned, and the inhabitants who escaped 
abandoned the settlement This destruction of the settle- 
ment closed the revolutionary drama at Cherry Valley. 
At the close of the Revolution, and when peace was once 
more restored, the remnant of the inhabitants returned to 
their former homes ; but war, and disease, and poverty had 
done their fearful work ; and many a once familiar face was 
never again seen around the domestic hearth. 

In 1784, a few log-houses were built by the inhabitants 
who had returned to their former homes. The long and 
bloody war through which they had passed had thinned their 
ranks, and whitened the heads and furrowed the cheeks of 
the survivors. They had once more a home, but it was 
again a forest home. A few log-huts had been built, but 
there was no building in the settlement where the inhabitants 
could ^scmble together. They met, therefore, like their 
fathers, under the open heavens. The place where they gath- 
ered was hallowed ground. It had been set apart for the burial 
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of that dajr, carried down liig grej liain with aonow to dw 
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The AiBt regahur paitor oror the newly organiaed aodely 
was the Ber. Dr. Nott, now president of Union OoHqge. 
The popokition soon increased, and nombera of the descend* 
ants of the little band wlio went out from Londondcsrrj, and 
tlicre fixed their abode, still reside in tliot Vallej, while 
others luiye contributed to swell that western tide which is 
spreading its jiopulation over more distant portions of the 
land. Among these, many in the various pnnsuits of life, 
and in tlie learned professions, have been distinguished lor 
character and usefulness. 

()f the first settlers, the late Col. Samuel Campbell was 
the last survivor. He was a true patriot and an excel- 
lent citizen. He served in the French war, and was with 
Sir William Johnson at Fort Edward, in 1757, at the time 
of the massacre at Fort William Henry. During the stormy 
period of the Revolution he was an active and etiicient friend 
of his country, and, at its close, found himself strip|>cd of most 
of his property. At the massacre and conflagration of the 
town, his family, with the exception of himself and his eldest 
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son, were taken and carried into captivitj. Ilia wife and 
children were for a long time detained as prisoners among 
the Indians in Canada, but were at length exchanged. Again 
Mr. Campbell conmienccd his laborious life, and lived to see 
a large and prosperous family around him. He was bom in 
Londonderry, and was three years old when liis father re- 
moved from that place. lie closed his eventful life in 1824, 
at the age of eighty-six. Others, descendants of these 
settlers, are mentioned with honor by the historian of this 
settlement ; as Col. Samuel Clyde, John Moor, Robert Mc- 
Kean, the Gault«, the Dicksons, the Ramseys, and Wilsons, 
names familiar to the natives of Londonderry. They were 
sterling men, with strong and vigorous intellects, and tried 
princi[)les. They have all been indeed gathered to their 
resting-places, and the clods of the valley are over them, to 
be removed only at the general resurrection, but they have 
left their impression on the community, the foundation of 
which they there laid. 

The following incident was related a few years since to a 
gentleman from Londonderry, who visited Cherry Valley, by 
Mrs. Clyde, then living in the place. 

At the time of the massacre, to which we have referred, 
Samuel Clyde, a native of Windham, N. II., and his wife, 
whose maiden name was Thornton of Londonderry, with a 
young family, resided about a mile west of the main settlement 
They were aroused in the night by the sound of musketry 
and the shouts of Indians. Mr. Clyde seized his gun and 
•proceeded to the defence of the settlement. Mrs. Clyde, with 
an infant but two weeks old, and scvei-al small childi*en, fled 
to the woods. The snow falling fast at the time, providen- 
tially coverecl their tracks. Having found a secreted place 
in a thicket, she lay down with her little ones on the snow 
and was soon covered by it, some inches deep. In this situa- 
tion, she passed the dreary night, and could distinctly hear the 
dying shrieks of the slaughtered inhabitants, mingled with the 
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■hoaUofthemorderoatMiTage. The bmlMuid having CMvped, 
letarned in the marning tohk dweflin^ whidi,thoo^ip«wd 
from tlu^ H umftff tihftf Im^ ^wfcfnwy >ii f ii^ ■< ^ f| « « ftf fnt^ wne deicrt- 

ed by hii fiunOy. By the aid of nei|^bori> mdthewiwidiqg 
of lioniBy his wtfe and diildren were at length d i teof ci ed, and 
retorned to their habitation, tlie snow having affindod them 
■eenri^ and a eovering. ^And now," laid the venetable 
woman, ^I am eig^^-fimr yean old, and the infimt of two 
weekfl, then at my breast, is this my son, OoL Gtyde^ joil 
retorned from the State eonrentioo at Albany, and this my 
elder son, Esqoire Qyde, ean attest from menoij Is the 
truth of the statement* 

NOYA SCOTIA. 

About the year 1760, a nomber of fiunilies emigntfedfimn 
Londonderry to Nova Scotia, and settled in TnaOf woaa 
after its eracoation by the French. Among these int set- 
tlers, were James, Thomas, Samoel, and David AidubaU 
(brothers), Mottliew Taylor, who married a sister of the 
Archibalds, and William Fisher ; Samuel Fisher, a nephew 
of William, joined the company a few years afterwards. 
Other emigrants followed from time to time Tlicir descend- 
ants became numerous and respectable, and settled in the 
surrounding towns ; as Pictou, Stewiacke, Musquodobit, and 
St. Mary's. We have been able to obtain no particular 
information respecting this colony, except it be in reference 
to the Archibald and Fisher families. 

William Fisher, senior, was a highly respectable and- 
useful num. He represented tlie township of Truro in the 
Grcneral Assembly held in the province. Several of the Ardii- 
balds are somewhat distinguished as having lipid important 
public offices. David Archibald, 1st, was magistrate and major 
in the militia ; while his sons Robert and Samuel surveyed 
the township, and were the principal managers in its settle- 
ment ; one of whom was not only a magistrate, but a judge 
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of tlio court. No less than eighteen of this name, descend- 
ants of the first settlers who went from this town, have held 
high and responsible situations in the several departments of 
government; as magistrates, representatives, judges, and 
militarj ofHccrs. 

Samuel G. W. Archibald, LL. D., son of Samuel, and 
grandson of David, the first settler, was first Judge of Pro- 
bate, then member and speaker of the General Assembly, 
then attorney-general, and governor of King*s College, and 
then Judge of the Court of Admiralty, and Master of the 
Rolls, lie was without dispute, considered the greatest 
|K)litician and tlie most talented public speaker whidi the 
province ever produced. He has three sons, who are bar- 
risters ; one a director of the Commercial Bank, London ; 
another, attorney-general ojf Kewfoundland. 

The Archibalds of Nova Scotia are generally not only 
people of respectable standing in society, but a very large 
proportion of the adults are consistent and zealous professors 
and supporters of religion. The same may be said of most 
of the emigrants from this town to that place, and of their 
descendants. More uniformly than almost any other of the 
colonies from Londonderry, have they adhered, not only to 
the principles, but to the religious order of their ancestors. 
They are, almost without an exception, Presbyterian, and 
maintain in their public worship many of the forms practbed 
in Scotland and Ireland by their fathers. They have never 
admitted any change in their sacred psalmody. The psalms 
of David, in their most literal translation, are used in their 
worship ; in the singing of which the congregation unite. 

Such has been the influence of this first colony in that 
province, that a greater |K)rtion of the churches in the sev- 
eral townships are Presbyterian. 
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AHTRIM. 



The lliBt Mttleinent within the present limils ef 
was made by Philip Bily, in 1744, who in eompany wilk hii 
fiunilji after a residence of two years, abandoned tlwir hab- 
itation throagfa fear of an Indian attad^. Thqr did noi 
retom till 1761, after an absence of fifteen years. An ad- 
Tertisoment by the Masonian proprietors, in 1766, InTiting 
yoong men to view tlie lands on Contoocook riTer, induced 
six young men from Londonderry to visit the plaoe that 
year. They were pleased with the lands, and made some 
small dearings. The next year, August, 1767, James Aikeot 
afterwards Deacon Allien, removed Ids family to that plaeci 
into a little cabin, whidi lie luid built at the time of bis first 
visit lie was one of the six who had previously visited the 
places and expected soon to be followed by his associates i 
but on learning that the pn^rietors would not jpiaw them 
each a lot of land, three of them abandoned the enterprise, 
and the other two did not come till some years afterwards. 
Deacon Aiken suffered many privations. Ilia nearest neigh- 
bor on the west, was at Walpole. William Smith removed 
his family there in 1771, and was followed the next year by 
Randal Alexander, John Gordon, and Maurice Lynch. Jdm 
Duncan, Esq., removed with his family to Antrim, Sept., 
1773, making the seventh in the place. Within the three suc- 
ceeding years the following i>ersons made settlements there : 
Alexander Jameson, James Duncan, Joseph Royd, Matthew 
Tcmpleton, James Dickey, Dunicl ^IcFarland, James 
McAlistcr, James and Samuel Lloor, Thomas Stuart, 
Robert Bums, and David McClary, all from Londonderry, 
or its vicinity. 

April, 1775, brought the alarm of the battle at Lexington. 
Although the whole population amounted to only one hun- 
dred and seventy-seven souls, yet a company of sixteen men. 
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raised and commanded bj Captain Duncan, marched the 
next morning for the scene of action, followed by Captain 
Smith, with a load of provisions, one man only remaining in 
town. At Tyngsborough, they were met by General Stark, 
who warmly commended their patriotism, but informed 
them that there were men enough under arms near Boston, 
and advised them to return, plant their com, and wait till 
tlieir services became indispensable. 

The first sermon preached in the place was delivered 
September, 1775, by Rev. Mr. Davidson of Londonderry, in 
Deacon Aiken's bam. 

James and Samuel Moor built a grist-mill in 1776, on the 
North Branch, now known as Wallace Mills. This was a 
great accommodation to the inhabitants. The same season, 
James Aiken and Joseph Boyd erected a saw-mill where 
Johnson's l^lills now slancL 

Tlio town was incorporated March 22, 1777, in compli- 
ance with a [)etitJon from the inhabitants, and called Antrim, 
aflcr the county of that name in Ireland, whence the ances- 
tors of some of the first settlers had emigrated to London- 
derry. It had at the time twenty-three freeholders, a few 
of whom were single men, who paid one shilling each toward 
the expense of the corporation. In the autumn of this year, 
several of the inhabitants marched at different times to the 
westward, some of whom fought in the battle of Bennington, 
under General Stark. A still larger number were present 
at the surrender of the British army, under General Bnr- 
goync. 

Within three years succeeding the date of the incorpora- 
tion of the town, a considerable number of additional families 
established themselves there, among whom were Daniel 
Nichols, Jonathan Nesmith, Samuel and Benjamin Gregg, 
Daniel Miltiraorc, James Carr, Tristram Cheney, James and 
Samuel Dinsmore, William McDole, William Boyd, John 
Gilmore, and James Steele. 



S04 niSTOBY OF LONDONDERRT. 

Prior lo 1778 tlicrc liiul been no iirciidiing in llio tuWD, 
except for n few StUiUtilis by neigliboriiig minislcrs, gialui- 
tously. At tiic Mundi meeting in tliut year, ttiirtj-two 
dollars were voted, oud in July twenty iikorc, for tlie siiiiijQrl 
of preaching. Froin this time the people procured eome 
■apply of mititsteriat service encU yenr, as thuy fvlt Mc- 
Tliey placed a high value on Christiun institutioiM, ami loadc 
Bpiriled efforts lo sustain tliem. A school of lirclve sdwhtra, 
the Grat one kepi in (own, nns taught hy Jolm Diusniorc^ At 
Deacon Aiken's, in the winter of 1776-9. 

In August, 1780, the town voted an invitation to Mr- James 
Ujl^morc, of tioiidoudcrry, to become their pastor, with a 
salary of two hundred and tliiny-thiee dollars and a lot of 
land. Mr. Miltimore declined llie iuviintiou, and aftcrw.ir^ 
became minister, first of Stratiiain, und then of a poii^ 
in Newbury, Moss, lie however continued to preach in 
Antrim a few Sabbaths caeli yeiir, till 1783. 

Tlie first mceling.houdo was raised Juue S8, 17S5. CoL 
William Gregg, or Londonderry, cclubroled for tlie distin- 
guished ]iai-t lie bore at tliu baitle of Itennington, was Oie 
master-woiknuin. The kousc was not completed till 1791. 
Prior lo this time, religious meetings luul been lieM diielly 
in boms, and town meetinga in private houses. The fint 
■tore of foreign goods in the place was opened in 1787, bf 
Ebenecer Kimball. 

In 1788, meosurca were token for tlio organinlion of t 
charcli. At a legnl town meeting lield early this year, Uw 
town, in eonsidcmtion of their diistilnio sliile, as to rcligioHa 
ordinances, appointed an agent to ntteiid the next season of 
the presbytery of Ijondondorry, nt rclcrborough, and ruqiMSt 
tliem lo oiganize n church here. Thai body np]K»nted the 
Rev. Willitun Morrison, of Londonderry, lo visit the {dace 
■for this purpose. He went, aecordtngly, and organized, 
August 3, a Presbyterian churcli, consisting of about ^xtj- 
flve members. Tliree persons were then elected raling 
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elders by the congregation. In August following, the sacra- 
ment of the Lord*8 supper was administered by the Rev. Mr* 
Morrison, for the first time in this place. 

Several attempts were aAcrwards made to settle a minis- 
ter, but unsuccessfully till 1800, when Mr. Walter Little was 
ordained as pastor of the church. He remained but fouv 
}gcnrs, being dismissed in 1804. The people were then des- 
titute of a Riatod minister till September 28, 1808, when the 
llcv. John M. Whitou, the present pastor, was ordained. 
The church consisted at this perio<l of about one hundred 
and twenty-seven resident members, and had twelve elders, 
nine having been added to the original number, soon aHer 
the ordination of Mr. Little. During thirty years succeed- 
ing the llev. Mr. Whiton's connection with the church, three 
hundred and thirty-eight persons were added; 

The siK)tted fever made its appearance in the town Feb^ 
1812, and spread with such rapidity that, in two months^ 
there were two hundred cases, and about forty deaths. 

In 181 G, there was an increased attention to religion. The 
work was silent and gradual, continued two years, and was 
lasting and happy in its effects ; more than filly persons, as 
the result, were added to the church. 

In 182G, a new meeting-house was erected. It was dedi- 
cated on the fiflecnth of November. Several citizens in the 
east part of the town, dissatisfied with the location of the 
new house of worship, united with others in Deering and 
Society Land, and built, the same year, the East meeting- 
house. 

The year 1827 was distinguished by a remarkable atten- 
tion to religion, and resulted in the addition of one hundred 
persons to the Presbyterian church. 

Several persons, natives of this town, have received a 
collegiate education, and have been distinguished in their 
several professions. The first was John Nichols, missionary 

18 
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lo India. lie died near Bombaj, 1834, bnving b«co for 
aeren yean a devoled Inborvr among the heniheu. 

The fatliere, nhere ai% llwy ? Alaa ! none of rhe flret 
settlere, luid but few of lUe JirsI gciieralioo, rcmaiii. ~ Uui 
tew of tlic couDtcnoncva," »ud the belovuil poaiot of ttu> 
peopli!, in hia aimirei'saty ilUuourBc, in 1838, " ilutt ap|iuarut 
in oiiT Bonctuuiy tliirly yettrs ago, are now lo Lie soea. Tlieij 
baa riacD up here, gcDerallj- sjies^ug, a now clmrch whI a 
new congrcgalioo. Tlte ciilof our prcdeeeasora nunind^ u» 
that lo iM death and judgineot are approochiug. Our ool| 
■rk of refuge is Christ." 

ACWORTH. 

The original church, now tlie Presby ivriuii cliitrck in 
Deny, formed by the first company of settlers, maj be 
justly regarded as the hive from whtcb have gone forth the 
swarms wbidi have formed the other eliurches in the pres- 
bytery. It ul:io coiitribultMl lo titc orgniiiiuttioii of oilier 
churches, uioro remolc, which iii coii&c()ucnce of tlieir silu- 
Olioii, iK'camii Coiigrcguliotiiil in tlicir furia uf gi» eruiuiail. 
Among these were Acworth in this State, and Colenin^ Us. 

Acworth received its charter in 17G6, being m the ulk 
year of the reign of George the Third, though it was aol 
permanently settled until the summer of 17G8. In this year, 
three families, Samuel Harper, William Keyos, and Joha 
Bodgers, with some other individuals, principally from Loo- 
dooderry, effected a permanent setllemenL The year aftar, 
some families come in from Windham, and Asbford, Coon. 
The first town^neeting was hchl March 12, 1771. 

As the settlement of the town took place at the time of Ibe 
commencement of the diOiculties wliicli brought on the Amer* 
ican Bevolution, its advancement in wealth and populatioa 
was very much retarded. The oppression of tboae days was 
felt in erery nook and comer of the land. No man at that 
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day could for any length of time sit quietly under his own 
vine and fig-tree. War was in the land, and all the available 
strength was needed to answer its demands. Afler the Rev- 
olution, additional families removed from Londonderry to 
this town. 

The present Congregational church was organized March 
12, 1773. On that memorable day, which was observed 
with fasting and jirayor, the little Christian band was formed, 
consisting of eight souls. The ministers who assisted were 
Rev. Bulklcy Olcott and Rev. George Wheaton. The plan 
of church government, which was adopted in 1781, and is 
found highly conducive in its practical results to the inter- 
^ts of the church, combines a mixture of the Congregational 
and Presbyterian systems. 

Rev. Thomas Archibald, of Londonderry, was ordained 
over this i)eople November 11, 1789. The church at this 
time contained fidy-eight members. During his ministry, 
which continued four years, ten were added to the church* 
He was dismissed June 14, 1794. The town was destitute 
of a minister at this time just three years. Rev. John Kim- 
ball became the pastor of this people June 14, 1797. The 
diurch then conlainod aliout sixty members. During his 
ministry, which continued sixteen years, sixty-four were 
ndded to tlie church. By mutual consent, he was dismissed 
May 4, 1813. 

Rev. Phineas Cook was ordained their pastor September 
7, 1814. The cliurch at this time contained about seventy 
members. At the end of three years, the church increased 
(o two hundred and twelve. In 1821, a new and commodious 
meeting-house was built in that town. In March, 1829, Rev. 
Mr. Cook was dismissed from his charge in this i^lace, and 
soon after installed over the Congregational church in 
Lebanon, N. II. Rev. Moses Grosvenor was settled over 
this church and society, October 14, 1829, and was dismissed 
April 25, 1832. Rev. Joseph Merrill was settled October 
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16^ 1888, and wm dbmiiMd Joly 11, 1888. Ber. Tho 
Edward! was leitkd Angiui 19, 1841, and wm dima 
Febniavyld, 1848. Hie praaent pastor, Rer. K & Wii 
was settled Janoarj 7, 1848. The dmrch now 
one hundred and eMitj«one nemberk 



CHAPTER YI. 

BlOOBAPmCAL VOnCBS. — WiLUAX ABAMS, EOnrS AVMBa 
aOBBBT BABTLBT, JOUV BBLL, SAMPBL FIBIIBB. WILLIAM QM 

JAans omsoo, samdbl utbbmobb, josarn ■'■bbm, j 

11*11 UBniT,JOUIf rKBSTICB, OKOBOK BBIB, BOBKBT aOttBBB, J 

STABK, BAM UBL TAQOABT, ItAAO TUOM, MATTBBW THOBVIlMr, 

JAMBS WILSOV. — QbBBAUMICAL SKBTCHBS OV TOB PAMll 

OV WILUAM ADAMS, BDWABO AIKBST, JAMBS ABDBBBOV, » 

AVDBBSOV, JOHV BBLL, JAMBS CLABK, BOBBBT OLABK, J 

CKOMBIB, SAMDBL DICKBT, OBOBOB DUKCAV, SAMUBL 1 

BOBBBT aiLMOBB, JAMES OBBaO, DAVID OBKOU, ABBAMAM MOL 

JOUN MACK, JAMKS MACQKIMOK, ALKXAMDBB M'COLLOM, JJ 

M*KBKN, JOHN M*KKKN, JOHN MOKRIMIN, JAMIW VKAMITU, n 

TATTBIUON, JOUN i'lNKERTOM, UVGU BANK IN, JAMBS B 

MATTUKW TAYLOR, AN1>RI£W TODD, JOHN AND THOMAS WALL 

THOMAS WALLACE, AND JOUN WOODOUBN. 

It was remarked, in a former chapter, that a hi 
number of the early settlers of Ix>ndondcrrj, and of tl 
descendants, have honorably distinguished theniselveSi 
liave held high offices of trust. Six of them Imve filled 
gubernatorial cliair of New Hampshire, namely, Mattl 
Thornton, who was president of the Provincial Congress 
1775, Jeremiah Smitli, Samuel Bcii, John Bell, Suu 
Dinsmoor, and Samuel Dinsmoor, Jr. Nino have been m 
bers of Congress from New IIam|>shirc, namely, Mattl 
Thornton, member of the Old Congress, and signer of 
Declaration of Independence, Samuel Bell, senator, Jercn 
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Smith, Silos Bctton, James Wilson, Samuel Dinsmoori 
Samuel Smith, James Wilson, Jr., and George W. Morrison, 
representatives. Five have been appointed justices of the 
Superior Court of Judicature for New Hampshire, namely, 
Jeremiah Smith, Chief Justice, Matthew Thornton, Jonathan 
Steele, Samuel Bell, and Samuel D. Bell. The names of 
generals John Stark, George Reid, James Miller, and John 
McNeil, of colonels Andrew Todd, William Gregg, and 
Daniel Reynolds, and of Mayor Robert Rogers, sufTiciently 
pi-ovc that they liavc contributed their full share to the mili- 
tary achievements and glory of their country. No attempt 
will bo mnde to enumerate those who have attained dis- 
tinction in other States, or in professional life. 

The following are a few biographical notices of some 
of the early settlera, or of their descendants, who were 
prominent, cither by reason of their public services, or their 
influence in the town. They include, however, only those 
who were residents or natives of tUc town, as a different 
course would extend the chapter mudi beyond its assigned 
limits. Notices of many distinguished individuals will be 
found in connection with the genealogical sketches of their 
respective families. 

WILLIAM ADAMS. 

lion. William Adams, the son of James, the eldest son of 
William Adams, who was one of the early settlers of Lon- 
donderry, was bom February 6, 1755, When a youth, he 
entered with patriotic zeal the army of the Revolution. On 
the first alann, that hostilities had commenced, he enrolled 
himself in the military company from this town, commanded 
by Captain George Reid, and was in the battle of Bunker 
Hill. He served during several campaigns, and was engaged 
in the battle of Bennington. He there received a severe 
wound ; a musket-ball entered his body near the shouldeTy 
but did not prove fataL Afler leaving the army, he was 

18* 
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appoinlcil Id tlic coniiniinil of a ro«iincul of ruilUis, witicfc I 
oHica lie lield Bcverol yciira. lu early lifv be luiiied wHli ll 
churtJi, nnd wns elected a niliug uldcr; lite duliia of irMdt 
uOlcu lio fiiitkfiilly di^nrgcd. His jndgiiK.-nt and law iain- 
eatx, in nil nuittcra loucliing lite di^ipUue uinl govenuitaii 
of tlte eiiurcli, were liiglilj vtdui^ by liis vcueiulcd and 
beloved {uulur, Itev. I>r. Slomson. 

Colonel Adama look ud active and drcidvd part iu ll* 
civil and political movcmciiU which lunrkol tliu evfia 
period of oiir govcntiueiit. He not oiily suslnincd tor tttoitf 
years the more imporlant offices of Die town, anil «ru iudo- 
cniial in the direotion of its ufiairE, but wu:i rcp«utl(!dly duMtt 
to tvpre^nt hid fclIow-lowDsmeii, i» Gviiural Court ; and 
was for several ycarg n member of the Suiinte. lie wai ft 
fitcrti uDd bold reprover of vice, in nil ilit iiuuiifeilaiiuti^ s 
Bleodfost supporter of rcligiouii initliluliuns, aiid an inlelr 
ligent and zealous defendci- of evang<:U<:al truth. He iM»- 
scsaed siruugly-murked Iraita of intellectual and mutal 
dukracler, was diatinguiibcd for sli-euglli of niioil, finuueM 
of purpose, Olid uiiwavoriog aillitieiiL-e to religious priiidple, 
in the discharge of duly. Hu may be justly rL-givrdcd u 
liaving been one of the liulicrs ol'ilic town. 

lie married Janet Taylor, Februorr 6, 1733. H« died n 
October, 1828, and his widow died in the ftdbwing DeeeM- 
ber. They bad three children ; an infant, that lired but a 
few boura, a daughter Mary, who, in 1621, married eUer 
John Holmes, and a son James, who was bom Morcmber 7, 
1785, and died April 15, 1817. He was n young limn of 
great promise. Possessing an ardent thirst for kuonledgc^ 
be entered upon a course of education, and gradualcd at 
Dartmouth College, in 1813. On leaving college, lie took 
choice of the academy at Hampton, N. II. He there ooat- 
menced the study of theology, with Itev. Mr. Webster, thea 
minbler of that town. He felt a sirong desire to engage in 
tbe work of the minislry, had neariy completed bis oooiao 



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 211 

of preparation, and the time was fixed for his examination 
and licensure, when he was attacked with sickness, which 
terminated in consumption, and closed his life and promised 
usefulness in the church belo.w. 

RUFUS ANDERSON. 

Tlie ancestors of Rufus Anderson came from the north 
of Ireland. His gi*andfather, James Anderson, was one 
of the sixteen fn-st settlers of Jjondondcrrj. lie had dvo 
sons and two daughters. James, the third son, married 
Nancy Woodbuni for his first wife ; and by her he had 
eight children. His second wife was widow Elizabeth Bar- 
nctt, and by her he had four children. Rufus, a son- of 
Nancy WocKlburn, was bom March 5, 17G5, and was a little 
more tlian two years old at the time of his mother's death. 
His mother, a half-sister of Mrs. George Reid, who was so 
gencndly known and highly respected, is reputed to have 
been a very goilly woman, and having devoted Rufus to the 
ministry of the gospel, she obtained, on her deathbed, a 
promise from his father, that he should be educated for that 
work. Jhit his father's second marriage, which added four 
more children to the family, intcqK>sed almost insuperable 
difficulties in the way of his obtaining a liberal education. 
In the year 1783, when eighteen years of age, he became a 
member of the Presbyterian church in Londonderry, then 
under the care of the Rev. Mr. Morrison. It was with Mr. 
Morrison he commenced his preparation for college, attend- 
ing to the secular affairs of his instructor as a return for 
board and tuition. His preparatory studies were completed, 
however, with the late Dr. "Wood, of Boscawen, N. II., and 
for that excellent man he ever cherished a grateful affection, 
as their correspondence of many yeare doubtless would show. 

" My father," says his son. Rev. Rufus Ajiderson, of Boston, 
" records in his private journal, that his available funds, when 
he Ciitered Dartmouth College, in 1787, were only three- 
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fourth* of n tlullur. I infer frum Ictlcn nJiIrcsMd U> kia in 
Mflcr lift:, hy Dr. ^VltcvlwJi, tlu>l he secured while io oAlegt 
Ihc rca[>«c{ aud eEUtH.-m of the prcciileui. lie wu gndwUtd 
In 1791- I HuiipoM my fadicr'B.pecuuiarjr necessities in cot- 
lego wore no worw than those of mtuif of his oooiempors- 
tiea ; hul I aio affected lo lltink of him m driTii^ Ijefon; his, 
froin Londoodcrty U* Iloiiovcr, on foot, two cows, whidi lu* 
fiuhcr hail given hint towards his college expenaes -, or e»zrj- 
ing borac*i>un cloth lo hJI in one of tho large Mft|ions ; or 
finding Ills "fay, tixly ycata ago, to the then distnui loarn of 
Snco, iu Hnine, lo keep school, and receiving his psj in 
Uung« not ensily convurlcd into ■none)'. But he appenri to 
have beuu leaa iu debt whuu he graduated ihan U frequenlljr 
thu eute with young men of our day, and from this indcbted- 
iwiM lie coiiliived aooii to relieve htmsclf." 

Afler ijieiiding a short lime in tlie siudj of tbeotc^, in 
Beverly, Haiw. wiih his brothcr-in-Iniv, Rev. Joseph McKecn, 
be waa licensed to proueh the gosjicl some time in 1792. In 
the following year, ho reeeived two invitations to settle in 
Unine, ono from I'arsoruRehl, which he di-clincd, tlic other 
from tlio second puri^h in Noi-th Yimnontli, which he 
Bcccplod. Tho onliuution sermon was preaidiod by R«r. 
Hr. McKccn, from I Timothy, 4:16, " Take heed onto Aj- 
•elf, and unto the doctrine." Mr. Anderson reoorda ia lii 
journal on the occasion, "gratitude for a united puv^ » 
united church, and a united counciL" 

On tho 8th of Seplcniher, 1795, Mr. Andenoo waa 
married to Hannah, second, daughter of Isaac Farsons, Ek|, 
of New Gloucester, Me. She possesxed a cullivalcd miod, 
and a truly Christian spirit ; humility, patience, love lo the 
people of God, and mro prudence, arc said lo hare been ber 
prominent graeei. She died at North Varmouth, July 14, 
1603, scarcely eight years afler her marriage, leaviog Ihne 
sons, Rufus, laaoc, and James. Tlie two younger lived to 
graduate at Itowdoin College, and both died soon afler of 
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consumption ; the former at Beverly, 1818, the latter in 
Charleston, S. C, 1823. Of Isaac, an interesting memoir 
was published soon after his death. He was a young man 
of most promising talents and of devoted piety. 

Rufus, the .eldest son (Rev. Dr. Anderson, Secretary of 
the A. B. C. F. liL), has for many years been the only sur- 
vivor of the family. He also graduated at Bowdoin College, 
during the presidency of Dr. Apf>leton. For many years the 
father was a member of the Board of Overseers of this 
oolloge. 

Mr. Anderson, on entering u|K>n liis charge at North 
Ynnnouth, devoted himself unreservedly to the work of the 
ministry. He was a man for work, and he was a man for 
prayer. His habit was to pray in secret three times a day. 
He had that indinpensablo requisite in a minister, an earnest 
d(*sire to save souls. He lal)ored in season and out of sea- 
son, esfiecially with the youthful portion of his people. Nor 
did he lnlx)r in vain. Not only did many give evidence of 
deriving spiritual profit from his labors while he was with 
them, but an extensive revival, which occurred soon after his 
dismission, was regarded as mainly the result of his instru- 
mentality. The inadequacy of his support, and the necessity 
of some change for the benefit of his healtli, led him to ask 
a dismission, after a settlement of almost ten years. This 
was very reluctantly granted, in September, 1804. 

Mr. Anderson's next pastoral charge, in which he re- 
mained till his death, was in Wenham, Mass. He was 
inducted into this n<^w relation on the 10th of June, 1805. 
A short time before his removal from North Yarmouth, he was 
married to Elizabeth liovctt, of Beverly, who survived him 
a number of years, and died in her native place, in 1820. 
This removal to AVenhnm was doubtless the means under 
Grod of prolonging his life. His new situation combined, in 
a far higher degree than did the place of his former resi- 
dence, the things which he then needed, in order to enjoy 
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even tolemblo lieullb. A revival of religion En (lie year 
1810, greatly rejoiixil lib bcnrl, but lie ncvvr recuveivdfnm 
Uie cfiecia of tbe eilruoi-dinaiy labura wliicb were ncccaw 
riljr put forlti at that lime. A consumption i^rttduAlljr fasleneil 
upon bim, lIuHigh he ccniinued to pi-caub till near the doM 
of the year 1813. Ae be ]>crccivt!d ibu design of hi« gra- 
cious Lord to remove biin, Ijc become moro scnattive (o tlie 
ibitigs of the henvoily world. " I rciuembcr,** rvmaiim LLi 
BOD, " his being so orercome, one nioniing whcu wi liis kneH 
engaged in the family devotions, tbnt be coiild not proceed." 
BtB social aflecliona were ever alrwig, and lie lud lamt 
fHoiidabiiM among bis miiiisltfriol brvlbrcu wbicb wer« pecn- 
liarly dear. 'J'hc diutrcst ninl laudt iiittuialu u<' tlii-in all wm 
with Dr. Siuiiucl Worcester, of Suleui, Mass., well knowu M 
the Pint Cori'eiiiKiiidiiig Secretary of the Aiuericuii UunnI of 
Commissioners for Foreign Miasiotia. This high fratenuJ 
regard was fully reciprocalod. As two or three of I>r. Woi^ 
Dealer's brothers had dcptuted eomewbat from tbe orffaodoz 
views of the person and olbces of Cbrbt, hlr. Aodiirsoa, 
■bortly before his definrture, and while yet able to convereo 
freclj, requested an interview with Dr. Worcester, and ^>ait 
a long timo with him in his atudj ; after which be wm Iie«t4 
lo say, with great emphasis, to bis wife, as be came oat of 
his study, "All is liglit; Samuel is safel" It wm tUa 
interview, probably, wliich induced Dr. ^Vo^cester to select 
the Deitif of Otriii, as a subject for tbe sermon which be 
preached at bis funenil. 

Mr. Aiitlereon ilictl on the lltli of Fcbninry, 1814, wbcn 
be bad nearly completed bis forty-riintli year. His funeral 
was numerously attended, and the scnnon prcoclied by Dr. 
Worcester on tbe occasion, from ;! Timothy, 1 : 12, was after- 
wards published, and contains a glowing dcscrii>tion of bia 
cbaracter and wortli. The preacher closed his memorial of 
his departed friend by saying, " Might an eipression of per- 
sonal feeling be indulged, I would say, I am distresaed for 
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thee, my brother Anderson ; verj pleasant hast thoa been 
unto me." 

Mr. Anderson published two fast sermons in the year 
1802, designed more particularly to resist tlie ingress of 
French infidelity and licentiousness. In 1805 and 1806, he 
published two pamphlets, directed against the distinctive 
principles of the Baptists. They show a discriminating 
mind, and a clear apprehension of the subjects of which he 
was treating, lie also publishcil a primer for children. At 
tlie close of his life, he was preparing an historical work on 
modem missions to the heathen ; a subject which had then 
begun to attract the attention of the American churches, and 
had secured his warmest interest The outline of the work 
was drawn up, and various materials collected, which are 
now in the hands of his son, Dr. Anderson. As Dr. Ander- 
son was employed by his honored father to transcribe these 
documents, it served not only to give him thus early some 
knowledge of the field to which Providence afterwards 
assigned him, and where he has labored so long and so effi- 
cently, as Secretary of the American Board for Foreign 
Missions, but to enlist his feelings deeply in the work of 
Cliristinn Missions, an object so dear to the heart of his 
venerated parent, who lived to see only the dawn of the long- 
predicted and desired day. 

ROnEUT HARTLEY. 

Robert Bartlcy, M. I)., was bom June 18, 1759,. in tlie 
county of Annagh, in the north of Ireland. His parents 
were of Scotch origin, and his father was an elder in the 
Presbyterian church. Dr. Bartlcy received his collegiate 
education at the Dublin university in Ireland, and his pro- 
fessional education at the university of Edinburgh. At each 
of these institutions he completed the regular course of 
instruction, and received his medical diploma in the year 
1784. The two subsequent years he spent as assistant in 
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illfl'ercnt hoapitab, in llio ctly of London. ir« afliuvnnb 
Krvcil, foi' a year or two, iti llie caiKkcit; of imrgfuii's naaa, 
in a Itritish man-oT-wnr. Il« ramc to America oLoul tlie 
year ITiO, mid eettled in Ixmtloodcny, aLoul two yeait 
al^crwsi'ds, wbcrc he jiureucd lltt pnu-ticc of liin jirofisiiun 
for llie reiunjnder of h'n life, lie ivus liiglitj' ta>tOL-iiici] lu a 
pliysiciao, and liad b verjr extensive practice. lie died in 
November, \ii2Q. He lefl sevcial cbi)dr«n, among whom 
were Ilugb, wlio succeeded liis fiillicr in Ibe prueiice of mai- 
idnc ill LondoodeiT}^, Jobn H. C, poslor of llie cliurcb in 
Uanipsliaad, N. II., mid Robert, of Wiudliam, N. II. 

JOHN BF.LL. 

Jubn Dell, bom August Ih, 1730, wiu ibc youngi»t of tlifl 
family of John und Elizaliclli Bell. In early life, he hod 
only eucb advaaloges of education a« tbe common scliooli 
alTorded, nbicli, it is needless to say, were very incon$idef>- 
ablc. Thougli not a seliolur, lie was llirougb life n diligent 
reader, and u Ihiiikiiig inmi. lie miirriml, IXM:embcr 31, 
1758, Mury Ann tiiluiori', a daiiglilur uf Juiiies Gilioore 
and Jean Boptiate, luid n granddaugbtcr of Robert Gitmore 
and Mary Kennedy, wbo were early settlors in LondcMideny. 
Sbe was thougbt to possess ntiicb peraonut beauty in earij 
life, was a woman of great prudence and good sense, and of 
a kind and affectionate temper. They liad twelve duldren, 
several of whom died early. 

At the commencement of tbe revolutionary war, llr. Dell 
was forty-five years of age, with a family of eight children, 
circumstances wbicli must liuve prcvenled bis Inking n very 
active part, if ho had desired it, in the military inoveinents 
of lite day. In tbe spring of 1775, be was elected town 
clerli, and a member of the coiuinitk'c uf snfuly of the town. 
In (be autumn of lliat year, he was eleeled a member of the 
Provincial Congress, which met at Exeter, December 21, 
1775, and which, early in 177G, resolved itself into a booM 
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of representatives, and put in operation tlie independent 
government of New Hampshire, under the tem|K)rary consti- 
tution. In the autumn of 177G, ho was reelected and 
attended the seven sessions of the legislature which were 
held in 177G and 1777, nnd was again a member from Dec. 
1780 to Dec. 1781. In 177G, he wns ap|K)inted a muster- 
master of a part of the New Hampshire troops; and in 
1780, he wns appointed colonel of the eighth regiment of the 
militia. Thraughout the revolutionary struggle, he wns a 
firm and decided whig, and much confidence was reposed by 
the more prominent men in the State government in his sound 
judgment and steady support of the cause. In 1780, under 
the new constitution, he was elected a senator, and held the 
office by successive elections until June 1790, and in 1791 
he was elected to fill a vacancy, and served at the winter 
session, lie was a member of the committee who succeeded 
in effecting a coinjiromise of tlio Mosonian proprietary 
claim, a sid)ject which, in its time, was a matter of great 
interest in the State; and, before the adoption of the consti- 
tution of 1792, he was a special justice of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas. He held during many years the office of mod- 
erator, selectman, or town clerk, and discharged their duties 
with unquestioned integrity and good judgment He was a 
magistrate, from an early period af)er the Declaration of 
Independence, until disqualified by age. He was early a 
member of the church, and sustained the office of elder 
from 1783, until his infirmities required him to witlidraw. 
He was justlj' esteemed as a pious, devout, and sincere 
Christian, and a steady and consistent supporter, through 
a long life, of all the institutions of religion. 

At the age of seventy, he detennined to close his connec- 
tion with the business of others, and ceased to act in the 
capacity of magistrate, and of administrator and guardian, in 
which, through the esteem and confidence of his townsmen, 
he had been extensively engaged. He was never anxious 
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tor tbe Bttiukitian of weslth, bol Imi p r ayecty aaoagk far 
Ui HK)dcr>lc wanla, wm) cnadnDMl U lad tirr m f m lk m tU 
fiMni\i}j mfnt tn ibe cukiTaiiaa 4if kii £tf^L H^ vis ft bim 
of lu^ frMBe, itx fiset fend ooe inA is heigti. h^ a. pM- 



bMB far twenty jrouv llie e 

fl wariW wntuenient >1 paLlic iBmisi^ at ilni bj. 

■■tanllj a good Mnuiilnlioa, itkit^ villi tm M 

hiMu, aMsrvd la liim, itith iLe excT|>li(M m( m hm^ 

of a rbcnoialic kiu<t in laiiidle life, i 

kcalth till near tLe daw of bit niaeiy-filUi jar. Be Aal 

Novenber SO, 1825, ImviDg Mirfitnl bu wife mow Una 

three ynn. Sbe di«<l April 31, 1 1>2^ *gt«I d^j-Are. 

&A]i(iiLL risoES. 
Dea. Samuel Fisher wa> bom in the nortb of IrdaNd, in 
tbe jear 1 722, and waa of SnMLuh descent Hit ftlber vat 
a weaver. Dfa. FJsber came lo America tn 1740, in iba 
nioeteentli year of bu age. Tbe sbip tn whitb be tame was 
Dsually spoken of as " Tfit tlarctd thip." The tvsm:! was m 
•caotjlj mpplicd with pravisMMi, that long befbte Ibe voyage 
was oomplele^t one [unl of oat-meal for eacb indindul «■ 
board, and a proporticxiate allowaoce of water, wm aD tbat 
femained. Hr. Fiaber oooe went to ibe male with a laMr 
•pooo lo obtain lome water, which waa refiued biai, tbere 
being but two-tbird« of a chunk-bottle fall on board. Hr. 
Fisher's custom was, to take a table-spoonful of meal daily, 
and having moistened it with salt water, lo uot it rsw. lie 
passengers and crew, having subsisted in this manner for 
foarteen days, were at length reduced to the necessity of 
eating the bodies of those who died. Even this tesource 
failed them, and at length Hr. Fisher was selected lo gire 
up his life lo preserve the lives of the rest. Proriden- 
tially, however, a vessel hove in sight, and their signals 
t£ distress being observed they obtained relief and were 
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saved. So deep an impression did the horrors of that pas- 
sage make upon the mind of Mr. Fisher, that, in after life, he 
could never see, without pain, the least morsel of food wasted, 
or a pail of water thrown carelessly upon the ground. 

On his arrival in this country, he was hound by the 
captain to a man in Iloxburj, for the payment of his passage. 
He came to Londonderry, probably about one or two years 
after, and became a member of the family of Mr. Matthew 
Taylor, whose daughter he married, when he was twenty- 
five years of age. Ho was made a ruling elder of the church 
in the West Parish, during the ministry of Rev. David Mac- 
Gregor, and remained in this office until ho was no longer 
able to perform its duties on account of his age. He seemed 
to be well instructed in the great principles of the gospel, as 
set forth in the Westminster Catechism, and in the Confes- 
sion of Faith of the Church of Scotland. These principles he 
taught diligently to his children, for whose spiritual welfare 
ho felt a deep solicitude. 

One of his grnndchildren (Mrs. Dickey), writes thus of 
him : '' I can only siyenk of the impression he made on my 
mind when visiting in his family when quite young. His 
family worship was strikingly impressive. When he read a 
portion of Scripture, he became remarkably interesting. I 
shall never forget his manner, in reading the chapter in 
which Isaac blesses his son Jacob. It seemed as though he 
was the very patriarch himself. When he knelt in prayer, 
how deeply impressive were his devotions; how ardently 
would he plead the promise, ' I will bo a God to thee, a^d 
thy seed.' He had a most happy faculty of improving the 
occurrences which took place about him for the religious 
instruction of his family. Ho was a great lover of Watts 
and Doddridge ; would frequently address me on the subject 
of religion, and give me some of his books." 

Deacon Fisher was married three times, and had twelve 
children ; eleven of whom arrived at adult age, and ten of 
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whom survived liim. Ten of lib chililrun were iniirriol, tuul 
most of ihem livcil to advanced nge. The avcrngc age of 
four of them was Duieiy-oiie ycara. His dtsceiidanla ntnr 
(1850) number uiiic hundred luul Bflecn, mul am scatlcrnl 
ihrougli nearly ull the Stiites of the Uniuii, lliroitg)! Sun 
Scotiti, and thu Oinadus. Some of Uiem arc iiiiiiutera, luul 
some uldera in the cUurelu It is ealimotml, tluit tliTW-fuurtla 
of those over twenty years of nge are profwsaore of religtoa. 
Deacon Fisher wiu, in his personal appcaranou, loll and 
commanding, and liis countenance irns grave and Bolemn, » 
tlmt few woidd willingly be guilty of levity in liis presence. 
He died at Londonderry, April 10, 180G, in the cighiy-fourth 
year of hid age. 



[ GREQG. 

William Gregg was bom at Londomlerry, N. II., Odobor, 
23, 1730. He was the son of Cf^itain John Gregg, wlwj 
emigmtod with his fatlicr, Captain James Gregg, from tlw 
county of Antrim, Ireland, when about sixtocn yuan of ig$. 
At the coinmoncoinunt of tlio rcvoliitionury mur, Uolood 
Gregg ooinninndod avoinpnny of miuutoHnon, in llw town 
uf I»ndonderry. He joiueil hid coimtrymen in ltt»lon early 
in tho year 1775, and ijirrimi ijn-n] tjli niuru urguni did 
roquirod his presence at home as niiistcr-inasler for IiisVegi- 
ment and a member of the commillee of safety. The ensu- 
ing year ho was commissioned hy iho council of the Stals M 
major in the first regiment of militia raised in Now Hnnip> 
shire to roeruit the anny at New York, where lio periunnod 
various military services and sufferol numerous privations 
and hardships. In the year 1777, Colonel Gragg and JauMS 
Betloa, Esq., were appointed agents to proceed to the teA 
of government, then at Baltimore, where they obt.iiued and 
brought [o the New Knglniul States a large sum of moixj, 
for the purpose of prosoculing the war. After making iU»- 
bursemcnts in New York and at Hartford, Conn., lie retiuned 
to Boston, and from thence to his native Slate, wben In 
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rocoivcd the thanks of the legislature for his services. In 
iho same year, he sustained the commission of lieutenant- 
colonel in the brigade commanded by the intrepid General 
Stark, and commanded the vanguard in the memorable 
battle at Bennington, where he was honored by the confi- 
dence and approbation of that distinguished officer. 

At the close of the war ho retired to his farm, and em- 
ployed himself in the pursuits of husbandry until within a 
few years of his death. lie died at Londonderry, Sept. 16, 
1815, at the age of eighty-five. 

The leading feature in the character of Colonel Gregg 
was perseverance. Whatever he undertook, he saw accom- 
plished. In the prime of life, his industry and resolution in 
the discharge of his affairs were unrivalled. Those who were 
in his employ partook of the same spirit, for he went forward 
and cheered them in the midst of severe toil with tales of 
'< higli emprise," and pleasing anecdotes, lie inherited the 
spirit of hospitality by which the emigrants of Ireland have 
long been signalized. His house was always the resting- 
place of the weary, and none lefl it without feasting on the 
bounties of his board. Youth and age were delighted in his 
company, and his hospitality gained him numerous friends, 
in addition to those who esteemed and honored liim for the 
good he had done his country. 

JARVIS GRRGO. 

Vvot Jar vis Gregg, son of Deacon James Gregg, of Derry, 
N. II., was bom in Derry, September, 1808. At an early 
age he entered the Pinkerton Academy, in his native town, 
then, and for many years subsequent, under the charge of 
Abel F. Ilildreth, Esq. Here, while a mere lad, he became 
greatly distinguished for the rapidity and accuracy of his 
acquisitions, and, at this early period, had a wide reputation 
for varied scholarship. He graduated at Dartmouth College 
in 1828. He was for a time a teacher in one of the publio 
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■cboeU ia Boiton, wwl subtoqpicallj loot Am cAa>| 
Aeaitxuj to Ilowairen, N. IL In lit33, he wwt af^MMi 
Inlor io Diuimcxilli Cuilegc, wLkb ofio 1m hM fm m* 
yett. lit punueJ liu llioolugicBl uadn a 
. irkenlMgnidualulia 1835. WUlcatA 
Ih* ippoioiaant </ pnhmot atikuorie aad m 
W«M«ni Bmetn QAeeek M Ha^oo, OIm. TUi a 



l«aring Ajulover. 'fbo mxl ifiniv ke mnnMd la Mi* 
Bngland, and wu marriod lo Um ASob ITefatfar, im^tm 
uT llaa. R*ekiol WcbMcr. of BoMwreo, N. II, mJ ^iemid 

Hon. Daniel ^Vvl«tGr. 

On SobbaU) rooming mder his ratani to ite place af kit 
tttbora, Ik) wm aitaclced widi tbc Karkt ferer, anl dial aa 
TitiMday evening, June 28, 1836, jutl oae week aAer tiii 
ruium to IliiiUon, not having I>ccn coMsiJcrod du^cnM*^ 
ill more (lion lui hour bcfoni Lb ticalb. Vroteaeor Uregg «a* 
n youug man of )iu|ierior nbililie^ of great bcilUuKj, of 
■■xtutuivc nnil varii^l learning, ami giivc promise of eminent 
iiMl'iilniiu, not only in tlic ilciiartuienU of iiiainidion to 
wliich hu hiul hcen mllcil, tiut CEli.-.ik)ivL-1y in llmt |Kut of 
the connlry in which he resiJud. Even thus cariy, be lud 
gnineil an enviable ilislinction as a rapid and £nidied wiiWr. 
Ili« stylo was bold, grajdiic, and imaginative. Ho wralt 
suvcrni Sobbntli-tehool boolcs, anil several artielc« iu llw 
litrgcr periodicals, wliieh were coiisiderol very nblu jirwluc- 
liKiM. F(!tv yoinif; mun uf Ids ngo cxi.-<illcd hint m a jiublie 
•liciildjr, [liiastasiDg, ua lie Uiil, in a vury high degree, tlic 
' graces and the power of true oralory. Tlio writer well 
recollects with wliot a thrill of delight and adinimlkm lib first 
sermon was received. Two of his public nddrcsaea were 
pabtished ; one, n Eulogy on Likfuyelle, delivered before Ibe 
Btudcnis of Dnrtmoulb College, another before tbe New 
Hampshire State Lyceum. 
A friend of hia at tlie West, who knew him well, and oouM 
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appreciate the value of Iiis services to the college, as well as 
his great excellence of character, sayti, in view of his death : 
** His loss to the college, at this crisis, will be peculiarly 
aniictivc. Although the ])crio<l of his professorship had been 
short, he had alreatly attained a high and enviable standing ; 
and suc'h wa«» the suavity of his manners, and the sweet- 
ness of his disposition, that he had endeared himself to all 
with whom he had become acrptaintcd, and it may with truth 
be said of him, ' None knew him but to love him, none named 
him but to praise.'" 

SABIUEL LIVERMORE. 

Hon. Samuel Livermorc was bom in "Waltham, Mass., May 
H, 1732, (o. s.) He graduated at Princeton, N. J., in 1752, 
and studieil law with Hon. Edmund Trowbridge, and was 
admitted to practice in 1757. The next year he established 
himself at rortsniouth. He maiTied, September 22, 1759, 
Jano Hrown, daughter of Rev. Arthur Brown, of Portsmouth. 
At what time he removed from Portsmouth to Londonderry 
is uncertain, probably about 1765. He represented the 
town in the Geneml Court in 17G8, 17G9, and 1770. Subse- 
quently, probably about 1775, he removed to the town of 
Holdcrncss, N. H., of which town he was one of the original 
grantees ; and of which he became, by purcluise, the principal 
proprietor. In 1769, he was appointed king's attorney; in 
this oflTice he remained four or five years, and after the Rev- 
olution, he held the oflico of attorney-general about three 
years. He was a delegate to the old Congress, from Dec, 
1779, to June, 1782. In 1782, he was appointed Chief 
Justice of the Superior Court ; this office he held until 1790. 
In the fall of 1789, he was elected representative in Congress, 
and in .1793, was elected to the Senate of the United States, 
in which office he remained until declining health obliged 
him to resign it in 1802. He died at Iloldemess, May 18, 
1803, at the ago of seventy-one years. Ho left one daughter 
and three sons, Edward SL Loe, Arthur, and George. 
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jossrn m'kkex. 

Rev. Joseph McKeen, D. D., vras bom in Londonderry, 
N. Il.y October 15, 1757. His grandfather was James Mo- 
Keen, Esq., one of the company by whom the settlement of 
the town was commenced. His fatlier, John McKeen, was 
born April 18, 1715, at Ballymony, in the county of Antrim, 
in Ireland, being one of twenty-one childi*eu, and about four 
years of age when his father emigrated to this country. He 
married Mary McKeen, his cousin, and had also a numerous 
family. He was for many years an elder of the first Pres- 
byterian church in Londonderry. 

Of seven sons, Joseph was the tliird. At an early age, he 
engaged in classical studies under the tuition of Rev. Mr. 
Williams of Windham, N. H., and such was his proficiency, 
that he entered Dartmouth College in the tliirteenth year of 
his age. Of his college life but little is known, excepting 
tliat he showed a decided predilection for mathematical 
studies, iu which ho made, while there, very respectable 
attainments, and graduated in 1774, with the reputation of a 
good classical scholar. On leaving college, ho engaged as a 
school-teacher in his native town, mid continued in London- 
derry in that employment eight years. Some time during 
tliis period, as is supposed, he united with the Presbyterian 
church under the pastoral care of Rev. David MacGregor. 
The records of that church, including this period, being lost, 
we liave no record of the event. While thus employed as a 
teacher, he improved what time his duties would pennit, in 
reviewing his college studies, and in extending his acquaint- 
ance witli general literature. 

Mr. McKeen's labora in this employment were suspended, 
for a season, by tlie events of the revolutionary war. A 
pressing cull being made for soldiers, he laid aside his pro- 
fessional duties, and joined the army as a private soldier, 
under General Sullivan, and was witli that oiFicer in his eel- 
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cbnitcd retreat from Rhode Island. Af^er concluding his 
etigageincnts an a teacher, he went to Cambridge. There, 
under the instruction of Praf. Williams, he pursued a course 
of studios in natural philosophy, mathematics, and astronomy, 
>vhich had been his favorite pursuits while an undergradu- 
ate. At the end of this course, he commenced his theologi- 
cal studies, under the instruction of the Rev. Mr. Williams 
of Windham, his former tutor ; and in due time was exam- 
ined and licensed as a preacher, hy the I/)ndondorry pres- 
bytery. A1)out tliis time he wiis employed for several terms 
aA an assistant in Phillips Academy, at Andover, Mass., then 
under the preceptorship of Dr. Pearson, who was afler wards 
professor in Harvard University. 

AHer having preached some time in Boston, with much 
ncceplnnce, to a poclety tlicn recently collected by llev. Mr. 
Moorh(3;ul, composed chi<*lly of " Presbyterian strangers," he 
received an invitation to preac]i as a candidate) for settlement 
over the first church and society in Beverly, Mass., which 
had been led destitute by the removal of their pastor. Dr. 
Willard, to the presidency of Harvard College. Being at 
length invited with great unanimity to take the pastoral 
charge of that flock, ho accepted the invitation, and was 
ordained, l^lay, 1785. In this place he labored as a minister 
of Christ for seventeen yeare, till called in providence to the 
otfice of president of Bowdoin College, then recently estab- 
lished in Brunswick, in the ^< District of Elaine,'' but which 
had not yet gone into operation. lie was inaugurated Sept. 
2, 1802, and as the college had then no chapel, and there 
being no church in the village, the public services of the 
iwciision were |>erfonned in a grove, a little distance from 
the site of the proseiil college buildings. 

Dr. McKoeu was in his jwrson considerably al)Ove the 
ordinary stature, and of noble appearance. He was dignified, 
yet simple and conciliatory in his manners, of kind and con- 
descending spirit, always gentlemanly and affable. His 
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wbde inteitoane in the wimmmiity, as a ciftiae% vm 
inarked wiUi QilMiiity and pnijprieiy of depocti^^ Hatha 
oiTil and poUlical oooeenu of his oomitiy he took a deep 
interest, and was not afraid fineely to avow his aentiaeals 
respecting tliem both in prinUe and in pohlie on all —tt^M* 
oocasionsy tlxNigh he alwajs did it with greal wiadoM and 
l^mdence. So jodidoos was he in all his moremenli^ that 
he rarelj gave offence to persons of anj paiij or aecl. IBs 
unbending integrity and spotless morals were adoMnrledlged 
bj alL As a Ctiristian, lie was dccidod in his views and 
c o nsistent in his practice ; nnifonnlj serious and deroul, but 
without the least appearance of ostentation or 
His walk before the duirch and the worid was so 
that no charge of the least improprietj was erer known to 
be made against him. It maj well be questioned, whether 
any man of his day, in public life, ever came nearer than he 
to that apostolical description, <*If any man oilend noS hi 
word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle die 
whole body.** 

President McKeen was sound in his views of theology, as 
received by tho orihodox of the present day. His creed was 
substantially in agreement with the Assembly's Shorter Gat- 
echism, which ho taught to tho cliildruu uiid youth of his 
parish, through the whole period of his ministry, holding 
annual catecUizings in diflferent districts. 

• As a public speaker. Dr. McKcen's voice was clear and 
strong, and his articulation and enunciation so distinct, that 
ho was easily heard by the hirgost audience. His pulpit 
style was marked by simplicity, purity, and tstrungth, luid 
his reasoning was lucid and impressive. His mnnnorwas 
always solemn, and cvhiccd (liat he believed wluit he uttered 
to be important truth, altliougli he was rurely so earnest in 
his appeals as to amount to what may be called |iathos. 
Notliing light or trifling, or adapted to provoke a smile, was 
|)erliaps ever uttered by him from the pulpit. 
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In his clinractcr as a pastor, lie was aflTcciionatelj attentive 
to his flock, and especially in cases of affliction was ever 
ready to sympathize and do all in his power to assist and 
comfort them. As illustrative of this excellent trait of char- 
acter in a minister of Christ is the following incident. 
When Genei'al Wnshinglon was making the tour of New 
England, aHer the Hevolution, he passed through Beverly, 
and was to dine at the house of a distinguished gentleman in 
that place. Mr. McKeen was of course invited and expect- 
ed to he present on an occasion so highly gratifying. Just 
as he was leaving his house for this purpose, he received a 
request to visit a very humble parishioner, in a remote part 
of the town, who was at the point of death. Without plead- 
ing his previous engagement as a reason for delaying his 
visit, or hesitating for a moment, he at once repaired to the 
house of the afflicted, to administer the desired consolation, 
readily denying himself the privilege of an interview with 
the Father of his country, which must have been so highly 
gratifying. 

Securing thus the esteem of his people to an unusual 
degree by his ability and fidelity, his pansh remained united 
and in peace wliilc other parishes around were divided and 
distracted. Although the leaven of French infidelity was 
prevalent to some extent in his society for several years, yet 
by his able instructions and judicious management it was 
kept in check, and finally to a great degree rooted out. So 
highly was Dr. McKcen estimated for his attainments in 
science and literature, and so distinguished was he for his 
gentlemanly and Christian qualities, that his elevation to the 
presidential chair of Bowdoin College gave great satisfaction 
to the friends of education in New England, and particularly 
in ]\[nine, it being generally supposed that he was eminently 
quali6ed to give form and solidity, and extended usefulness, 
to the new institution. These expectations were not disap- 
pointed : for, by a discreet management of the affairs of the 
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ioslilulion in its infancy, he coDtribulLil in oc 
to lay tlic fouiiilulioii of'tta future jiruiipcrily. 

Nut only yittA lie well qoaliliuil b; tut dislingnifilicil tekot- 
Knhif) to take charge of the inclniciion of this inalitnliu n .trt 
by his flxleusive knowledge of character, «nd lib nulil, jct 
Arm and decided 8|iiril, wits cmincnlly fitted (ur its pn-um- 
mcDt. li.: eucccedcd well in the prcsidi-nliid ufltoe, nod tinl 
ull lliol llie friends of llic t«)lcgc uouM routinablj expect in 
promoting ils interests, and lull it, at bU dwoett^ lit > Bunr- 
iishing nHidilioii. Not only did lie exert liinuelf fiv the 
advnncvaxjtit ofMicnct! luid Ittenilure, hut abo for ibe gem- 
erol [iruinotion of [liuly and n^ligion, ns wirll in the cmmbh- 
nity as in the college. 

In Soplembor, 1 805, when he had 1>cen n: the bead of ilw 
college four yeare, ho was allaicked by wliAt wns ilaou^ la 
he a diseaiio of the liver, which lenuiualed in dfu|i«y, and 
put ui end to hb valuable life, July 1$, 1807, in tlie fiflielb 
year of hts age. Ills long and disiresting uckoess b« bore 
with Christian submission and fortitude, and deep bumiliiy. 
Toward llie close of life, the fif^y-firet Pealm was Lb favorite 
subject of niediialion and conversation. Deeply e«n$iblc at 
his ill-dcsei'Is as a sinner, and relying on God'a free and 
sovereign mercy in Jesus Chrisl, (his distinguished uian fcJl 
asleep and was gathered to hit fathvra. 

JOHN ll'MtlRTHT. 

John McUurpbj, Esq^ arrived in America from Irdand, 
and joined the settleincnl in Londonderry n very short lime 
afler its eommenccroetil. His name appears on ils earliest 
records. He was one of the selectmen in ibc year 1728, 
and was a member of most of tbe imi>ortanl committees to 
adjust the concerns of tbe colony, lie vraa also llic GrM 
representative of Lonitoiiderry, and it appears from llie 
records that he rcprescnlod tlic town, as a member of tha 
General Court, eleven yeanc He was very early appointed 
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justice of the peace and of the quorum. Unless he had 
received his commission before his arrival in this provincCi 
he must have been preceded in the office by James Mc- 
Keen, Esq., who was appointed justice of the peace, April 
29, 1720. 

It appears that Esquire McMurphj was a man of intelli- 
gence and of probity. His character, intellectual and moral, 
was such as to secure the unlimited confidence of the town, 
and commanded the respect of his fellow-citizens. He was 
a ready scribe, was required to transact most of their dvil 
business, and was continued in the office of town derk four- 
teen years. 

The lot of land which he selected, or which was assigned 
to him as a proprietor, is the farm now occupied by his 
great-grandson, Jnmcs McMurphy. It lias never passed put 
of the family. The house which he built, was the. second 
framed house erected in the town, a part of which is now 
standing, and inhabited by Mr. James McMurphy. He died 
in 1755, at Portsmouth, while a member of the General 
Court His decease was deeply felt and lamented by the 
- town and the community at large. The following record 
appears on the town-books : — 

** John McMurphy, Esq., Justice of the quorum, departed 
this life September 21, 1755, at Portsmouth, and was carried 
to Londonderry on Tuesday and buried on Wednesday, the 
24th, at the old burying-place in this town, with an extraor- 
dinary company, aged about seventy-three years.** 

JOHN PRBNTIOE. 

Hon. John Prentice was a native of Cambridge, Mass. 
He graduntc<l at Harvard College, in 1766, his mother 
having been obliged to sweep the college buildings to aid in 
paying his expenses. He came to Londonderry in 1772, 
and read law with Hon. Samuel Livermore. On being 
admitted to the bar, in 1775, he purchased the farm of Mr. 
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■rroH^Mt «f jwUm of tbe S^Kriar Covnt, wli^ W 
dndiMd. n« died IU7 IS. 1806, MdM^eitfBxir. 

Hm fin( «t&i «M Batli LoM, (f HaiUebMd. *te tai 
«x duUrea, and died in 1791. I 
Tabillu SwsBm, * dMgbter of Hai 
flf HwM^ IbM, wbo died in ISOfi, 1 




OKoasB mut). 
Oeorgs Rcid wm the Mea bob of Jaiaet Kti itaij Ut 
who ware aBung iIm cMxiy Kttlen of Londcadt wy - He ■ 
bom in tke janr 178S, nwrried Umrj WuuJwii^ d 
ii( Jt>lifi Woodliufii, tij Uii finC vile Umtj Boyd, ■ 
In lAtadoodary. Al Ike Iibm uf the battle of 1 
Ur. IU'mI n ua in commaui] of a oompauj </ n 
ou Mi^iKT ilid llie iuU-iligcuoc tif tJua event i 
derrj, than, l«aviug LLi wife snd cLitditro, be placed ImmIT 
at the bead of hit eompany, and mardwd to jam tim kft 
wing of the America fintsea, under General Stoifc, A 
Hedfotd, near Boston. He, will) hia '""[—■j , took part ia 
the battle of Bunker HiU, on ihe 17th of Jnae, 177S. Ki 
fint eommiMJon nnder iLe Continental Congreaa, to ii Am 
fbUoiring words : — 

" The Del^ate* of the United Cidotiiea of New Bii^p- 
■hire, Uaiaacluuetta Bay, Bhode Iilaod, CanDedicBt, N«w 

York, New Jeraey, Pennaylvania, tlir liia iif TTiiaiiallii^ 

Kent, and Suimz, on the Delaware, Haiyland, Vii^auB, tmd 
Nofth Cutdina, to George Bdd, Eiq. 
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^ We, reposing especial tnist and confidence in yowr patriot- 
ism, valor, conduct, and fidelity, do, bj these presents, con- 
stitute and appoint jou to be captain of a company in the 
5th Regiment of Foot, commanded by Colonel John Stark. 

By order of the Congress, 

John Hanoook, J^^dent. 
Attest, Charles Thompson, Secretary. 
January 1, nTfi.** 

Mr. Rcid afterwards, in 1777, received the appointment 
of lieutenant-colonel, and in 1778, that of colonel, of the 
second New Hampshire regiment In 1783, he was, by act 
of Congress, appointed colonel by brevet in the army of the 
United States. In 1 785, he received his commission, from 
the State of New Hampshire, as brigadier-general in the 
State service, signed by John Langdon, president In 1786, 
he received the appointment of justice of the peace for the 
county of Rockingham, in those days an oflice of dignity and 
consequence, from his old commander, General John Sulli- 
van, then president of New Hampshire. In 1791, he was 
(q>pointed to the oflTice of sherifT of the county of Rocking- 
ham. 

In the year 1786, was the celebrated rebellion in New 
Hampshire, of which an account has been already given in 
this work. The fact that General Reid was appointed by 
his old commander and companion-in-arms, General Sulli- 
van, then president of the State, to command the military 
forces called out on this occasion, is satisfactory evidence of 
his character for prudence, courage, and general ability. So 
great was the discontent in his own county, that General 
Reid received several anonymous letters, threatening his 
life, and the destruction of his property by fire, for the part 
he took in quelling the insurrection. So formidable did the 
matter appear to some of his friends, that they entreated him 
not to attend church on the Sabbath, as his life might fall a 




ilud. TLe (bra of bu txpt 

nndannled Aeausutor, kt leogtli mJaori i 

lUapcnci and mac/ of ibcn kfiemnb i n»iiiil ikar 

iaep nfftt lor Hk voapm timj kmi mlum. Thvcanlkaa 

«fO«Mnl B«M'» ilwwnihBrt wW r 1 1 Iwi imS^ 

Iba, whwwiconnHiifc la dUrJig%llww<irf«kit Might. 
O«oml B«id IwW « comwid ia ihe Mew Hft^ 
Ibrcn doling the colin war of ibe ReTolatioii ; and ««■ ia 
^Uae faalllca of Btiiik«r IIOI, I^ng Idaad, WUle V%Mm, 
TranUn, BfkDdjwiRe, Gennanlaini, Saratoga, aad 6liM- 
waler. lie wu nith the anay, aad partook of ibeir sofier- 
tn{7« and liunlsliips, during llivir mi:nionkbl« racamfOBml at 
Vallcjr Forgo, in tbe Berero winter cf 1777. II« was aha 
with Sallivan, and took an efficient part in the exftJSHm 
plaoDed bj Wasbingtoo, against the "Six Malkw^' la 
avenge the terrible maatacrea of Wjonaag mat rhiaij 
Vallej. He waa for aome time at West Point i a>d duBig 
tbe aummer of 1783, was in command at Albanj, H. T, iha 
bead<qiiarters of the army being at Newburgh. De &«• 
qnaotly received letters rnmt General Wlubingtai^ and as 
some of them, tliough on ordinary business, may be interest 
ing, we here insert them. 

Skad-QuarUn, Nev^nrgk, May 80, 178S.' 
Sir: I received your leUer of the 11th insL, and another 
without datej the former inclosing the proceedinga of a 
court-martial, held for tbe trial of Shem Sebtfield. ] 
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70U have a copj of the General Order, approviDg the pro- 
ceedings, and a warrant for the execution of the prisoner ; 
the place of execution is left to you. 

The necessity of the contractors furnishing hard bread 
when required, has been represented to Mr. Morris, who 
will doubtless take measures acccordingly. 

I am, Sir, your very humble servant, 

GeOROE WASHIN^iaLOK. 

Col. Reid, commanding at Albany. 



V 



Head' Quarters, Newhurgh, July 10, 1782. 

Dear Sir : I am favored this moment with your letter of 
the 2d inst The intelligence communicated therein appears 
to me to be vague and not perfectly founded ; it ought, how- 
ever, to have so much influence upon our conduct, as to 
excite unusual vigilance and preparation, in order to baffle 
any of the barbarous designs of the enemy, should they 
attempt to carry them into execution. 

For my own part, I am mere apprehensive of the country 
on the Mohawk river, than for any other part of the frontier ; 
because I think, from the circumstances, the principal effort 
(should there be any invasion) would be made against it ; 
and therefore it occurs to mc, tliat withdrawing the State 
troops from Saratoga, and that quarter (where they cannot 
be very necessary), and extending them, together with the 
other levies on the frontier of the Mohawk, and at the same 
time concentrating your regiment to the neighborhood of the 
place you mention, would be a judicious plan ; though I do 
not pretend to be myself sufficiently acquainted with the 
local situation to determine with absolute certainty on the 
expediency of this disposition. It will, in my opinion, be 
well to consult and arrange with Colonel Willet, who is par- 
ticularly well informed of the geography of the country^ 

I have a confidence that you and the other officers, com- 

20* 
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■nanding on tbe frontier, wQI ecaaomiie the mams in joor 
posscaaion to the best BrdnDtage, aim] exett all yoar zesi and 
actifUj in ibe poUic service. 

I am, dear sir, jour moat obedient, humble acrraBt, 

Gkosge WAaHmcTov. 
Col. RnB, eommanding at Albany. ^m 

&ad-Q«aTUn, Iffttiviyh, Jh^ 7, I78X. ^ 
Sir: TIm Hoaorabk Ur. Renden, uf Spain, reddent tf 
PhiUidelpbia, Mr. llolken, and Mr. Teireawu, hare a dcsn 
to see Saialoga, and tbe field of adioo in that ootutlij. I 
recomitiend them to jour ciTilities ; and if it flioald b^ judged 
espedient, 1 deAira you will give them such guard, or lo 
disjKMe tbe troops in the quarter wliere tbcj are, as lo give 
them seonritj in their jaunu h 

1 am, sir, your humble serriuit, ^M 

GeosGE Washtngtos. H 
Col. Bkid, commanding at Albany. 

Mrs. Rdd was a troman of rare endowments, and of most 
inlen^ng clinrndcr. It is rfbitud ihot Geiieiiil Stark, who 
was an iuLimatc friend of ibe family, once remarked, in refer- 
cnoe to her: "If there is a woauni in Hew HampahiH^ ft 
for poMTNor, 'tis J&dly B^d." A more ertemied aotioe of 
her win befoandintlteaoeoantof tbe Gunily of John Wood- 
bum. Altboog^ left with the care of a &mily of jomg 
chiUrcD, she aMuined, doriae the absenoe of her htttband, — 
whidi continned, with the exception of a few short aad 
hnriied visita, a period exceeding Mren years, — the entin 
charge of his farm and other business affiurs. A few extiada 
fnxn some of their letters, whidi have been preserred, may 
not be uflinlereeting. Tlie cooslant reference lo the Aiaiif^ttj, 
and the confiding trust in him, in regard to tb^ daily caico, 
trials, and anxieties, which is evinced on the part of eadi of 
them, is a pleasing feature of their conespondenoe. General 
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Reid*8 first letter is dated nt Medford, May 80, 1775, a few 
days prior to the battle of Bunker Ilill. 

<'Ihave not time," he says, *< to give jou an account of 
our late engagement, only that God has appeared for us, in 
most imminent danger." 

The next is dated. *< Camp at^ Winter Hill, August 10, 
1775. We are daily taking off some of their guards ; and 
we expect to make an inroad upon them, some of these 
nights. May God prosper and protect us. I know we have 
your prayers, with many of God's people." 

<< I hope yet to live with you in peace and tranquillity, 
when we have subdued the enemies of our country. I com- 
mend you and my dear diildren to the Shepherd of Israel." 
Same place, <' November . 22, 1775. As to engaging for 
another season, I cannot as yet inform you. To shrink from 
the cause we have embarked in, would be inglorious and 
dastardly cowardice, and which I hope I may never be 
stigmatized with. If ever I am dismissed, I hope it will be 
with honor. . I hope that Grod will direct me in this case, 
and all others, as may be most to his glory and my eternal 
welfare." 

The next is from a letter addressed by Mrs. Beid to her 
husband at Ticonderoga, dated ** Londonderry, September 8, 
177G. I received your letters of July Gth, and 21st, also 
August 10th, and to the former of those two would say, that 
Grod has laid you under the greatest obligations. Every 
mercy, every escape, must be accounted for. May we be 
prepared for the great day of account" She goes on to 
argue, with all the acuteness of *'one who knew," various 
matters relating to the farm, stock, etc, but concludes with 
the very deferential remark of an obedient wife : *^ All this, 
with your advice, not otherwise. May the good-will of Him 
who dwelt in the bush, rest and abide with you." 

In a letter dated at Ticonderoga, June 21, 1777, General 
Beid writes as follows : ** Our enemy, according to the most 
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wxural« account we can get, is Bppnwciiing Uwwtb as. It 
maj l>e a feint ; but if tltey do attack ua, we are rcaolved M 
defend ounclve« to the last extnimilj. We could wuti oar> 
BcWea sironger. Ttie ludians are lurking abotu ua tlailjr-' 
From llie lame, daled at Valley Furge, D«ceiuber ii, 

1777. " Gcneml Howceiune out wilhliuwhuluamjridbaMt 
a fortnight since, and drew up in tine of battle agaimt o^ 
6nl on our right, and tlien oo our left, in onkr to draw u 
off toiat edvttniageouB ground we were in pusMMOo of; bat 
being luvrassed bj us on both winga, repeatedlj, tfaej thougbt 
proper to retreat, *er7 precipitately, into riulsdelpIuB. We 
have liail aevetal skirmislics w ith their light horse, aad took 
lea liorscraen and lifitien bones yeslerdaj. No geaenl 
action lias occurred, nor ta likely to, thia winter. We an 
now making buts to winlcr in. I feel sympathy for jou, bol 
cannot be with you ; lionor forbids iL May hapiuneas aiii il 
you and tlie dear diildrcn." 

His next letter is dated " Camp, ^Vliiie Plains, AugnM 9^ 

1778. I huvu just come in from the cncmy'ii lines, at New 
York 1 have been down three duys oh comninnd, ani) nwt 
with a pwtj of the eoemj, fired on them, and drava Ikaa 
into their Unea.' 

In relation to a matter at court, Hn. Beid write kr 
fanabaad aa foUowa, mider dale of July 5, 1788, ■Jfc— ad Ii 
him while in oommand at Albany. " I inforaied jraa m mj 
Uit, that I had obployed Mr. NeU, who wna ■**— '*-g at 
court, (o repreaent the true state of the affiur ; likswiaa to 
aak ft eMttinuance, till you were acquainted with the matter. 
The judge infonued me, through Mr. Neil, that I need give 
myself no uneaaineafl about the matter, for it aboold be eos- 
tiauad US gourntum, if that should be jiwa a»d fta fi s f y j a urs. 

Under date of June 11, 1783, General Beid writes «■ 
follows : " We are in daily expectation (^ a final d 
of the amy. I send by a public wagon a cheat, e 
Tarious matters for which I have no occasion, and jon wiB 
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find in it the old regimental colors and standard of the regi- 
ment, which you will take particular care of, with some 
papers in the till. I shall make the hest of my way to your 
cottage." 

Having faithfully served his native town. State, and coun- 
try, General Reid died in September, 1815, at the age of 
eighty-two years. His wife survived him eight years, and 
died April 7, 1823, at the advanced age of eighty-eight 
years. 

ROBERT ROOERS. 

Major Robert Rogers was the son of James Rogers, and 
was a native of Londonderry. His father was one of the 
early settlers of the town ; but after a residence here of a 
few years, he removed to Dunbarton, N. H., and was one of 
the first settlers of that town. He was afterwards shot in 
the woods, his fur cap and black clothes being unfortu- 
nately mistaken by a hunter for a bear. 

Major Rogers was appointed captain of one of the three 
companies of rangers raised in 1756, and being subsequently 
promoted to the rank of Migor, had the entire command of 
that celebrated corps. Many of the rangers were from 
Londonderry, and the immediate vicinity, and in skirmishes 
with parties of the enemy, in scouring the woods, and pro- 
curing intelligence of hostile movements, they performed 
active and important service. Many anecdotes of perilous 
adventure and hairbreadth escape, are related of them. At 
one time, Major Rogers, with a small party of his rangers, 
were nearly surrounded by the Indians, on the north-west 
shore of Lake George. Rogers, being on snow-shoes, made 
the best of his way to the top of a high rock which overhung 
the lake. Having tlirown his haversack and other cum- 
brous articles over the precipice, he turned himself about in 
his snow-shoes, without moving them, and, having fastened 
them on in the reversed pasition, descended to the lake by 
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another and less precipitous path. The Indians in parsoit, 
arriving at the top of the rock, perceived two sets of tracks - 
leading to the rock, and none leading from it, and conse- 
quently supposed that two of the fugitives had attempted to 
descend to the lake at that place, and had perished. Soon 
after, however, to their astonishment, thej saw Rogers, at a 
considerable distance, making his escape upon the ice, and 
believing that he liad descended the precipice in safety, con- 
cluded that he was under the immediate protection of the 
Great Spirit, and did not venture to pursue him. The rock 
has since been known by the name of ^ Rogers' Slide." 

In 1759« Major Rogers was sent by General Amherst to 
destroy the Indian village of St. Francis. In 17G6, he was 
appointed governor of Michilimuckinac. lie was accused of 
constructive treason, and was sent to Montreal for trial. It 
would seem, however, that he was honorably acquitted, as, in 
1767, he went to England, and was presented to the king. 
He afterwards returned to America, and, in the Revolution, 
espoused the royal cause. His name was on the list of tories 
proscribed by the act of New llanipshirc of 1778. In 1777, 
ho again went to Englmid, where ho died, lie published, at 
London, in 17G5, a jouninl of the military services of the 
rangers, which was republished at Concord, N. II., in 1881. 

The following anecdote is found in the first volume of the 
Historical Collections, by Farmer and Moore. 

<^ It is reported of Major Rogers, that while in London 
afler the French war, being in company with sevcml persons, 
it was agreed, that the one who told the most improbable 
story, or the greatest falsehood, should have his fare \mid by 
the others. When it came to his turn, he told the company, 
that his father was shot in the woods of America, by a i>ei'son 
who supposed him to be a bear ; and that his mother was 
followed several miles through the snow by hunters, who 
mistook her track for that of the same animal. It was 
acknowledged by the whole company, that the Major had 
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told the greatest lie, wheh, in fact, he had related nothing 
but the truth." 

JOHN STARK. 

The first compan j of emigrants who formed the settlement 
of Londonderry, were soon followed bj a lal^e number of 
their countrymen. Among these, was Archibald Stark, who 
arrived in 1722. He, like many of these emigrants, was a 
native of Scotland, and emigrated while young to London- 
derry in Ireland. 

John Stark, the second of four sons, was bom in London- 
derry on tlic 28th of August, 1728. In' 1736, his father 
removed from Londonderry to Derryfield, now Manchester. 
In 1752, John Stark went in company with his elder brother, 
William, David Stinson of Londonderry, and Amos £ast- 
man of Conconl, upon a hunting excursion to Baker*s river, 
in the northern part of the State. While there, they were 
surprised by a party of Indians. Stinson was killed, and 
William Stark effected an escape. John, though a youth, 
evinced uncommon bravery on the occasion, but was carried, 
with Eastman, into captivity, and remained three months 
with the tribe established at St Francis. At the end of this 
time, he was redeemed by Captain Stevens of Charlestown, 
N. II., and Mr. Wheelwright of Boston, who had been sent 
by the General Court of I^Iassadiusetts to redeem some of 
the citizens of that province, who had been carried into cap- 
tivity. Not finding those from Massachusetts of whom they 
were in search, they liberally paid the ransom of Stark and 
Eastman, one hundred and three dollars for the former, and 
sixty for the latter. 

While in captivity with the Indians, Stark manifested 
those strong traits of character by which he was distinguished 
in subsequent life. '< He appears," says his biographer, ^ to 
have caught the humor of the Indians, and, by observing 
their manners and character, to have known how to approach 
them on the side of their prejudices." This, the following 
incidents may serve to illustrate. 
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It was die universal practice of itie North . 
Indians lo compel their cnjitivcs lo pass between the j 
warriors of the tribe, nuige<l in two \iae&, each fumUhed wHk I 
B rod, and prepared to Etrikc the prisoners as they passa 
On the present occasion, Eoalmnn was Beverelj' whipped I 
he passed through the lines. Stark, more allilelic and adroit, 
and better eonipreli ending the Indian cliaractcr, snatched a 
club from the nearest Indian, laid about bun to the right and 
let^ scattering the Indians before him, and escaped with 
gcarcelj a blow ; greatly to the delight of the old men, who 
sat at some distance, witnessing the scene, and enjoying the 
confusion of their young warriors. 

On one occasion he was ordered by them to hoe thor torn. 
Well aware that itiey regarded lubor of tliis kind at fit only 
for squaws and slaves, he tooU care lo cut up the com and 
spare the weeds, in order lo give ihem a suitable idea of Ini 
want of skill in unmanly labor, luid at length threw his hoe 
into the river, declaring, *■ it was the business, not of warriors, 
but of scjaaWB, to hoc com." This S]iirited deportment gained 
him the title of "young chief," and the honor of adoption into 
the tribe. 

In 1754, Ibe great Seven Tears' war, which grew ootofihe 
struggle between the British and the French br the giiMW 
>ion of North America, in reality oommenced. A ocwps <f 
rangeia was enlisted in New Hampahire for the mernot, 
nnder the command of the famous Miyor Bobert Bogtn. 
Stark'a experience fitted him for this service, and hie dui> 
acter being already so well established, he received a eon- 
miasiwi as lieutenant in this company. The regintent to 
which it belonged, was commanded by Colonel Blandiaid. 
During this long war, in which he continued to serve lo its 
dose, by his many fierce encounters with the savage briber 
and the sanguinary conflicts in which he led that invincSile 
body of men, the New Uampshire rangers, he tba>OB|^ly 
inured himself to toil and danger, and proved that he WM a 
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man of indomitable courage, uncommon military skill, and 
great original resource. He served with this company during 
the successful campaign of 1755 ; and in the wintetr of 1757, 
he conducted the retreat, afler the bloody battle near lake 
George. In the attack upon Ticonderoga, in June, 1758, he 
behaved witli great sagacity and bravery. In this action 
fell the young and gallant Lord Howe, deeply mourned by 
the whole army, and between whom and Stark a strong 
friendship existed. At the capture of Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point, Stark rendered eflicient service to Lord Am- 
herst At the close of the war he retired with the reputation 
of a brave and vigilant oflicer, and betook himself to the 
ordinary pursuits of domestic life. 

When the report of the battle at Lexington reached him, 
he was engaged at work in his saw-mill. Within ten min-' 
utes afler the news had been received, he had mounted his 
horse, and was on his way to Cambridge, having left direc- 
tions for such of his neighbors as might choose to volunteer, 
to meet him at Medford. The morning afler his arrival, he 
received a colonel's commission, and availing himself of his 
own popularity, and the enthusiasm of the day, in a few 
hours he enlisted eight hundred men. On the ever-memor- 
able 17th of June, 1775, Stark's regiment formed the left of 
the American line, and he maintained through the whole 
conflict his usual coolness and intrepidity. At the head of 
his backwoodsmen from New Hampshire, he poured on the 
enemy that deadly fire from a sure aim, which effected such 
remarkable destruction in their ranks and compelled them 
twice to retreat He fought until ihe American forces had 
quite exhausted their ammunition, and were almost surround-^ 
ed by the British troops, when he succeeded in securing the 
retreat of his men iti perfect order. 

Afler the British evacuated Boston, Col. Stark joined the 
Northern army, while retreating from Canada, and had 
oonmiand of a party of troops Y^ho were employed in fortify* 

21 



log ihspiMtof HooBt tDdepemd^ice. Dariog lli« a 
in H«w Tork, ha Iwn m actite put. On tlw Macniup « 
llw Mill of DeeeBbv. 177fi, wben ibe Iltaoiau venoir- 
fwiwd mA defeated ■! TnnKm bj WuhhisMn, Sta^ wiik 
kk regiBCMt, led the Tas, and cauribuud 1m tM al«n M 
IUb briOisiat cnlerpriae, in vkicli Mkrijr a thoanad woe 
Ukcn pricoDen. After tbb engagemotl, be lainifcli wkk 
ibe oo«UMUMler-iD-chief to I'tuicvlon, and wat ab» |KieeM 
Bl ibo Willi.- or S|iriiiglirU, in New ivnmj. 

Dm tt.e iMltk uT Bdiaingtui, on tke 1 bk of Aueost, I7T7, 
Uw darkesl and tnoat deapuaiTnig period of tbe Kerolatioa, 
w>a one of Uie nunl decinve ridories ^uncd during Ibemt; 
and WM bj ftir tbe most brUIsml of Slark*! nnnenMa <>• 
plotu. It bralbeil new ardar iMa llw dnMftag ifirili W 
our Nortliem azmy, miimaUid tbe beaiU of ibe peav"^ ■■' 
onaplelelj prwtnUcd ibe bigb hopea of BoBDjrnc^ aet m^j 
coaling him luore than one tliaiiaand of Us beM liaap^ 
bill whoUj' deranging ibe [>lan of bis campaign, and Baaeri- 
ally coiiIributiDg lo (be loss of Lis Knaj. In bis miiUHiii^i 
on ihii oci-iuion, Siartc acicd iniic^ndenllj o£ any anperior 
officer. Ill ilie iirccfding E]iri(ig, a new !i-! of promoiiooi 
bad been made, in whicb bi* name was oeoitted, and iboaeaf 
jonior ofllcen were found. It was impossible lor a maa of 
bis loAj spirit and unbending diarader, to acqnieaee ia what 
be oooudered an injarioos disregard of bis &ir pntcaaioH 
to advancanenL He tberefore immediilelj' retired frtMM lbs 
annj, declaring to tbosc who would have dissuaded btsa fitM 
executing bis parposc, ttiot an oflicur wIm would not main- 
lain his nuk and assert his own rights, could not be trusled 
to vindicate those of bis couDlry. But Ibough dissatisfied witk 
bis own treatment, be was in no degree disaSccted to tbe 
cause. When therefore called upon, bf tlie Geoend As- 
sembly of New Hampshire, lo lake the command of tbe troops 
which tbey were about to raise, in order lo defend tbeir Are- 
•idoa and tbeir homes against a formidable army, whicb waa 
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penetrating the States from Canada, he consented to assume 
it on condition that he should not be obliged to join the main 
army, but be allowed to exercise his own discretion as to his 
movements, and be accountable to none but the authorities 
of New Hampshire. His conditions were complied with. 
Hence, when ordered bj Grcneral Schuyler, commander of 
the Northern department, to conduct his troops to the west 
bank of the Hudson, Stark declined, communicating to Gren- 
cral Schuyler the authority under which he was acting, and 
stating the dangerous consequences to the people of Vermont, 
of removing his forces from their borders. Although Con- 
gress passed a resolution, disapproving of the course pursued 
by General Stark, yet his refusal was founded upon the 
soundest views of the state of things, and was productive of 
inestimable benefits, as the event soon proved. Qeneral 
Stark, on the achievement of his victory, communicated the 
intelligence of it to General Gates. He also transmitted 
official information of it to the State authorities of New 
Hampshire, Vermont, and Massachusetts, whoso troops were 
engaged with him in the contest To each of these three 
States, he sent trophies of the battle, taken from the field. 

As his letter to Congress, some months before, on the sub- 
ject of his rank, had lain on the table unanswered, he forbore 
to write to them, even to communicate the tidings of his 
triumph. They, however, wisely chose to take the first step 
towards a reconciliation, and though they had passed their 
resolution, censuring his assumption of a separate command, 
yet, on the 4tli of October, Congress passed the following 
resolution : — 

*^ Tlilt the thanks of Congress be presented to Goneral 
Stark, of the New Hampshire militia, and the ofRcers and 
troops under his command, for their brave and successful 
attack upon, and victory over, the enemy in their lines, at 
Bennington ; and that Greneral Stark be appointed a briga- 
dier-general in the armies of the United States." 
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Scvent) aoecdotei relating to tliis (ignaJ uncoooter of ll 
enemy have been recorded. Alnujst evety one baa hem 
of tlio [lilliy address lie mode lu hia iroojie oo lUt oeeafia 
but It will boar repeating. The ground bad hteu c Ik —I 
wilb deliberation unl akill, Ilie plan oT tlie batlle h»d been 
agraod upon, and amull jmrtiea lutd been sent forward W 
roconnoilro. Poiniing out the encm/ to lii^ troops, ha 
exclaiiiMHl, " I will gain the victory over them in the ap- 
prouehing Uuilo, or Molly Stork will be a widow lo-nighL' 

ADOtlier unecdote niny be noticed, aa it serves to illuJtraW 
tlie apiril uf the tiiuui, and llio ardor which wai eukiudlcd to 
meet and re|)cl the fue. '• Among the reiuforccuiouCA fron 
Dcriubtre, Moaa., caioe a clergyman wiUi a porliou of fail 
flock, resolved to make bare the arm of flesh o^iut tbo 
eneniiea of Hie eouiilry. Itefore dayliglil, ou the niumiug of 
■lie bailie, he addressed the commander as fullow^ : ' We, tha 
people of Berkshire, liave been frc<]ucui]y called upon la 
Kghtibut have never been led against the enemy. We bava 
now rewlved, if you will not Id us light, never lo luni out 
n^ptin.' General SlaHc asked if ho wished to manck then, 
when it was diirk and nuny. ' No,' was Iho answer. ' Tlien," 
continued Stark, ' if the Lord should oooe mon gtn at tarn- 
shine, and I do not give you Agbting eoougfa,! willnevsraA 
you to come again.' The weather cleared up in the oootm of 
the day, and the men of Berkshire followed tbeir sptritwd 
guide into action." 

General Staric, after this, volunteered his servioea noder 
General Gates at Saraloga,and assisted in the ootuKil wkidi 
stipulated the surrender of Burgoyn'e; nor did he withboU 
hia valuable services till he could greet Ids native ooAitry as 
an independent empire. 

General Stark wm of the middle stature, and welt pnpot- 
tioned. Id his eariy years, he was remarkable for lus 
strength, activity, and ability lo endure fatigue. His nwii* 
nen were frank and unassuming, but he m a n i f ested a peon- 
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Hdr sort of eccentricitj and negligence, which precluded all 
display of personal dignity, and seemed to place him among 
those of ordinary rank in life. But as a courageous and 
heroic soldier, he is entitled to a high rank among those to 
whom a large share of glory is justly due. He was on object 
of respect, such as is due to age, patriotism, and public ser- 
vice of the most brilliant cast, in trying times. He died on 
the eighth of May, 1822, in the ninety-fourth year of his age, 
and was buried with the honors of war. 

His remaiifii were dc|K>sited in a tomb which a fetr years 
before had been erected at his request, upon a rising 
ground on the bank of the Merrimack, near the place of his 
residence. A monument, consisting of a block of granite, in 
the form of an obelisk, ha<<i been erected by his family on the 
spot, with the simple inscription, '< Major-General Stark." 

In 1757, General Stark was married to Elizabeth Page, 
daughter of Captain Page, of Dunbarton, by whom he had 
several children, some of whom still survive. 

It is justly mentioned as an extraordinary circumstance 
in his life, that, frequently as he was engaged in battle, in 
two long wars, he never received a wound. His horse was 
killed under him in the battle of Bennington. 

As illustrative of Gtsneral Stark's character for bravery, 
amounting on some occasions, when he had an object in 
view which he deemed it important to accomplish, to a 
daring recklessness of life, wc may here relate an instance. 

Having volunteered his services under General Gates, 
previous to the capitulation of Burgoyne, he selected, as one 
of his aids on that occasion, Mr. Robert MacGregor (son of 
Rev. David MacGregor), who was then quite a youn^nan, 
and a near neighbor of his. His forces being separated by 
the British troops, from the main body under Grates, the 
only avenue to Gates's quarters lay directly through a con- 
tinuous line of the enemy's pickets. One night. Stark 
suddenly thought of ft communication wliich he desired to 

21» 
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mako ta Galea, kn4 wiihout k moment'a beaitAdao oa a 
of tbe peril of life, whicli mu immineot, iastsntlj 4 
MacGrcgor, «itU tbe [De3Hg&. UacGnger, wko MaMii 
not tbe rink, ioimodiatcly obejod the order, and ■■■rtim 
bid horM, »«( afT &I full spc«J. Oa b«ing iipMtaJly Ad- 
loDged by Ibe eaeaty't acatiaeU, wiili tbu gterv ( 
" Wbo go«i there f enforced &t (be poiu of Ibe I 
bu nntfona, brief, and very ailroit answer — wbich a 
cdly lavwl bis life — was, " I have onlera frata Uk Genen);' 
and at tbe ume instant, cl^piDg spurs to bb tora^ be ivde 
on. The (cnlinel^ put oS their gitaril, and deoeired bf 
bis nuuiDer, mistook bim for one of tbeJr owd •J^^-''^ 
and each, in turn, Eutfercd hicn to pas^ On arririi^ at Ike 
camp of Gated, (he latter, in mucb surpriie, acootteJ ham 
with the que^liou, " For God'« sake, where did joa taa» 
rrom,nr7" MiMiGrcgor duly explained hU emnd, whea 
Gates replied, " Stark is mad, air ! " and imroediatalj' onlerad 
bim to luke hU poiitioa wttb lus own aids, and on no aceonal 
to return to Stark. 

SAMUKL TAGOABT. 

R<^v. Stunucl Taggart was the ioa of elder James Taggoit, 
of London Jerry, oiid wa'i bom about the year 17S1- Ue 
graJuatoJ at DorliDoulb College, in 1774, in the same cla» 
with Captain D.irid UacGregor, Jo^epb AIcK!e«a, D. D>, 
and Rev. James Miltimore; all natives of Loodonderrj. 
About tbe year 1781, be was ordained pojtor of the Presby- 
terioQ diurch onj society is Coiurnioe, Muss, la ISiiS, lis 
was elected representative in Congress, which office be 
retaidU fourteen years. His eonnection with tbe duudi 
aad society at Colerune oontiaued during tbe time he waa « 
member of Congress, and until tbe dose of his life. 

Although Ur. Taggart was somewhat eccentric^ he poe- 
sessed a strong mind, and was well informed on "'""^t evatj 
important subject. Hia memory was femartably r 
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He onco remarked that he knew the name of every one who 
had been a member of Congress during his oongressional lifoi 
and could give a description of his person. As a politician, 
Mr. Taggart acquired some celebrity, but as a pastor, he is 
said to have been in some respects deficient. In his person, 
he was very large and corpulent. He married Elizabeth 
Duncan, daughter of G^rge Duncan, of Peterborough, 
N. H. He died at Coleraine, April 25, 1821, aged seventy- 
one years. 

• ISAAC THOM. 

Dr. Isaac Thom, son of William Thom and Elizabeth 
Wiar, was bom in Windham, N. H., March 1, 1746. In 
1769, at the ago of twenty-three^ he commenced the practice 
of medicine, in his native town. He was very successful, 
and rcmainod tlioro about tliirtcen years. In 1782, h^ 
removed to Londonderry, where he continued to pursue his 
profession until 1795. He was highly esteemed as a physi- 
cian, had an extensive practice, and became somewliat dis- 
tinguished by the discovery and adoption of improved modes 
of practice, in certain cases. He was a justice of the peace, 
and for several years did a large proportion of the business 
appertaining to that oflice in the town. He was the first 
postmaster appointed in the town. He married, November 
17, 1769, Persis Sargent, daughter of Rev. Nathaniel P. 
Sargent, of Methuen, Mass., and sister of Chief Justice Sar- 
gent, of Massachusetts. She died June 23, 1821. He died 
July 13, 1825. Ho had two children who died in infancy, 
and nine who lived to adult age, namely, Christopher S., 
William S., Persis, Susan, Isaac, James, Nathaniel, Eliza, 
and George. Of these but three survive, Persis, widow of 
Hon. John Bell, James, and Eliza, wife of Alanson Tucker, 
Esquire. 

MATTHEW TUOBNTON. 

Hon. Matthew Thornton was bom in Ireland, in 1714. 
Two or three years subsequent to his birth, his father, James 
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Thoniton, emigratci] willi hU {aiaiiy Ut lliU ooantry- Ua ■ 
first resided nt AVi^ouset, Mo. In a few yctkrt, b« removal 
to WoTOMter, Mas*., wbere Ue courerred Uie licoedu of sa 
acailemical education u|)oii liia aon, whom ho designed for 
one of the leurncd profeiuiona. The son accordingly |>ur^iieJ 
the stady of QieJiciiic, And commenced practice in Lomloa- 
dcrrf, mnoag iL(»c wlio w(m-o frow his native Itiud, aitd who 
provcrbinlljt [tosses* nann niitiotud renuiuibnuicea. Hen: 
be actguirod a Uigii and uxtciuuru n:{mlal(Ou as a pb/ucaaa, 
uud ill tUc courao uf Mvurul yt-an of suooodsful [iractfte, 
became oompaniiwly wt-althy. ile look an active and 
induanlial part id the aOUlr^ of the town, suaiaiiiing several 
public officer. 

In 1745, Dr. Tbomlon joined the eiiH-dilioo agiuiut Cci|)C 
BretOD, as a surgeon, in the New Iliunpsljirc divisJOD of tbs 
arm;, cooaisling of flvu Imndrod men ; and it b a creditnlilo 
evidence of his profuasional obilittea, and of the atMiiliua of 
the medical department, that from among that number of 
soldiers only six individuals died, previous to the surrender 
of the town, notwillistanding ihcy had been aubjecied lo 
cxocsaive toil and coiistiuit exiiosure. The troops, a companj 
of w)u)m were from this town, under the uommoud of Cap- 
tain Joha Moor, auimated willi enthusiuftic ardor, readtljr 
encouDlered all the labors and dangers of tlie siege, and 
were eni|)loyed, during fourteen aucuesdivo nights, with 
straps over their sbonldurs, and sinking to the knees in mud, * 
in drawing cannon from tbo landing-place to th« cantm 
through a morass.. 

At the commeuccmeut of the revolutionary war, Dr. 
Thornton held the rank of a colonel in the militia. Ilo was 
also commissioned as justice of the peace, under the odmin- 
iatraUoD of Bonning Wcntwortli. 

Soon 'after Gleaenil Gage had opened the bloody dnuna 
of war, at Lexington and Concord, on the I9th of April, 
1776, the British government in New Hampshire wu term- 
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inated hj the redrement of Grovemor Wentworth. Dr. 
Thornton, amid the perilous and appalling scene which the 
country exhibited, was appointed to the presidency of the 
Provincial Convention. On the 12th of September, 1776, 
he was appointed, by the house of representatives, a delegate 
to represent the State of New Hampshire in Congress. He 
did not take his seat in tliat illustrious body until November 
following, being four montlis after the passage of the Decla- 
ration of Indepondonco ; but ho immediately acceded to it, 
and his signature is enrolled among those of the fiflywsiz 
wortliies, who have immortalized their names by that mem- 
orable act He was subsequently appointed a judge of the 
Superior Court of New Hampshire, having previously 
received the appointment of Chief Justice of the Court of 
Common Pleas. He removed from Londonderry to Exeter. 
Aflcr residing there a few years, ho fixed liis residence in - 
Merrimack, having purchased the large estate of Edward 
Groldstonc Lutwyche, Esq., which, in consequence of his 
joining the English, on the Declaration of Independence, 
was confiscated. It was situated on the Merrimack river, 
near Lutwyche*s Ferry (as it was then called), now Thorn- 
ton's Ferry. • 

Judge Thornton died while on a visit to his daughter, Mrs. 
John McGraw, at Newburyport. His remains were conveyed 
to Merrimack, and interred in the graveyard near his dwell- 
ing. His monument bears the following inscription : ** Erect- 
ed to the memory of the Hon. Matthew Thornton, P^sq., who 
died June 24, 180^, aged eighty-nine years. The ^honest 
man." 

The following anecdote of Judge Thornton, may serve as 
an example of that ready wit which he possessed in common 
with most of the Scotch-Irish race. 

About the year 1798, the legislature of New Hampshire 
convened at Amherst, about eight miles from the residence 
of Judge Thornton, who found it convenient to attend, as a 
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Bpcctalor, and lUtcn la tliu debntva. Wliilc tliero, ke ha^ 
[>eneil lo aievt a genllemao frtmi a ueigbboring towo, bj ilie 

mime of D , who had formcrljr lired b wair neigkbor to 

kirn in LondoDileriy, and who was llien a meniber of the 

t«guUlure. Mr. D wa^ a mun wba poitiCiBed a &ir 

Bhore of nalurol Ulcnt, but who ieemed bj no tneaiM di»- 
posed to uuiieiTSIe hU own consequenoe. Daring iMr 

convenatioa, Mr. D- naked ihe Judge, if be did hm 

think the legislature hod improved yerj much otBce be 
(Atr. ThornUiii) held a seal in il, and if U did nut ikca 
poascsa more men of iialural aud uoi[uircd abililics, and man 
eloquent aptiukcrs, than it did wlien he (Ur. TltornUw) «M 
a member. "For then," said he, '^j'ou know, that then 
were but five or six who could make speeches ; but now, all 
we &rmctfi can make spc«cii«»." To this qucjtioo, Jndgt 
Thornton, with hia usual good-humor, replied, " To aasm 
that question, I will tell you a storj^ I remember to hsTO 
heard related of an old gcnttcmnn, a fimner, who livfld bat 
a sliort distance from mjr faiLor*a residence, in Irt:laud. This 
old gentleman was very cxcraplarjr in his objcrrance of 
religious duties, and made it u constant praaicc to read a 
portion of Scripture, ever/ muming and evening, bcfora 
addressing the throne of grace. It Itappened one momiog, 
that he woa rending the chapter which gives nn account of 
Samson's culolilng ihrue tjuiulreJ foit.'3; when Ihc old ladji 
his wife, interrupted him by oaj'ing, ' John ! Vm ture that 
canna' be true; for our Isaac was as good a foc-linnter M 
there ever was in tlie country, and he never canglit bat 
about twanty.' 'Iloahl Janet,' relied the idd gonllcmaii, 
'ye mauna' always tak' the Scriiilure just as it read^ 
Pcrhape in the three hundred, there miglit lia' been 
' aughieen, or may be twanty, tliat were run! foxes, the rest 
were all akiuks and woodchucks.'" 
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JAMES WILSON.* 

James Wilson, ^vlio has the bonor of being the maker of 
the first pair of tcrrcstrini nnd celestial globes ever mode in 
America, is the son of t James Wilson who lived in tlie South 
Range. His grandfather, James Wilson, emigrated from 
Londonderry in Ireland, to Londonderry, N. II., soon after 
the settlement of the place, and had thirteen children. 
James, the father of the subject of this notice, had four sons : 
James, Robert, David, and Samuel, and several daughters. 
Of these sons, James and David are now (1850) living in 
Bradford, Yt., and Robert in Derrj. James was bom in 
1763. He early felt a strong love of knowledge, and gave 
proof of talents of the right stamp for acquiring it ; but 
felt constrained by circumstances to devote himself to the 
laborious occupation of a farmer. Up to the age of thirty-, 
three, ho pursued that employment in the place of his 
nativity, not however without reading, observation, and 
reflection. His inclination and genius turned his thoughts 
and studies especially to geography and astronomy, with 
the means of their illustration. In the year 1796, he 
removed with his family to Bradford, Vt, and took up his 
permanent abode on a farm which he purchased there, on 
the Connecticut river, about one mile north of the village. 
When about thirty-si% years of age, Mr. Wilson had the 
pleasure of seeing and examining a pair of English globes ; 
and resolved to imitate them. He commenced with balls 
turned from blocks of wood, which ho nicely covered with 
paper, and scitMitificnlly finished off, with all the lines and 
representations which belong to such apparatus, drawn ujwn 
them. 

Tliis rude beginning was followed by a much better 
method. The solid balls were thickly covered with layers 

♦ This notice of Jniiics Wilson is copied, with but little oltcrntion, 
from tin nrticlc wliicli n])i)cnrcd, a few years ago, in n newspaper pub- 
lished in Ycnnoiit. 




Ib Ike pnu- 

cMm «f dM wofk, Xr. WibM Jo«Ufc < i <leri*fla iwyBitl 
Miirtiiiii {nmt lUt KdmUirgfa Encr tl opeJia. «lncli «30qs1>- 
toted ibe priacifa] jttK at his libcsrj. 

He policed tbe int «ditiM oT Ui ifiobet m I8U; i^ 
penamdlr pnacated lo tke peofJe «f BoaiaB iW int AnM>- 
ie» ^ofaea whidi woe Men then. 4jnte & a^^tfiaH «m 
prodnnd ■mrwig ike Utand bj neb ft nord^ ; sad ■bu 
mmeM inqiiiij ««■ nmde, ** Who it tUi iwntt Wikoa? 
where is be?" be bat been beud b> nj Ibal be fck cxceed- 
jiHrljr mcrtified, in eouidejalioa of bis imtic cub and 
mannen, when obliged to oane ont and coaie« biiatetf 
Bat tbe genHemen in qnestioa knew bow to prise lui 
talenU, aod wete proud of ibe hooor wbicb he bad done lo 
bis eoonlij. Tbey encouraged him to prosecnie his UDder- 
takin^ bj the assiiraiKe that be should find a readj market 
Tor all the globea he could fiimisb. For a time be poisued 
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his vocation on a small scale, at Bradford, Yt, and also at 
Londonderry, N. II., but finally, in company with his sons, 
who inherited a good share of their father's taste and inge- 
nuity, he established, about the year 1815, a large manufac- 
tory in Albany, N. Y., and in 1826, brought out from fresh 
engravings a still more perfect and splendid edition. These 
globes, consisting of three different sizes, so elegantly and 
scientifically constructed, are an honor not only to their 
makers, but to the American people. The manufactory 
at Albany is yet sustained ; though the young artists who 
commenced it went down to early graves, and their aged 
father, not long aHcr, wholly withdrew himself from the 
business. 

Mr. Wilson, with a remnant of his once flourishing fam- 
ily, is still (1850) living on his farm in Bradford, and at the 
age of eighty-six years, retains his strength, especially of 
mind, in a remarkable degree. His love for geography, 
astronomy, and the mechanical arts connected with them, 
remains unabated. Since he was eighty years of age, he has 
contrived, and with his own hands constructed, a machine, 
which finely illustrates the diurnal and annual revolutions of 
the earth, the cause of the successive seasons, and the sun's 
place for every day of the year in the ecliptic These move- 
ments are produced by turning a crank, which causes the 
earth to revolve about the sun in the plane of the ecliptic ; 
always retaining its true relative position. The machine is 
also furnished with the means of enabling the student to see 
and understand precisely what is meant by the precession of 
the equinoxes, a difficult thing without some such means of 
illustration. The largo copper plate, on which are printed 
the months of the year, with their days, and the corresponding 
signs of the zodiac, with their degrees, was engraved by Mr. 
Wilson, afler he was eighty-three years of age. Can a sim- 
ilar instance anywhere be found ? 

A specimen of this curious apparatus may be seen at 

i2 
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Thetford Academy, Bradford Academy, or at Mr. Wilson's 
residence ; which lost is an improvement on the others. 
Every academy ought to have something of the sort ; and 
the aged and very ingenious maker ought to realize some 
profit from so scientific and useful a contnvance. The 
macliine, for the want of a more definite name, is called 
Wilson's Planetarium ; the latter term he used in a restricted 
sense. If this planetarium should be thought clumsy, still, it 
finely illustrates what it was intended to do, and it may yet 
be reduced to any degree of elegance. It would in any &m* 
ily be an appropriate accompaniment to Wilson's globes. 



GENEALOGICAL IIISTOUY. 

The following sketches of the families of some of the early 
settlers of Londonderry, are derived in part from records 
and in part from traditions and the recollections of aged 
people. It can hardly be expected that, depending as they 
do in some measure upon the memory of the aged, they 
should be entirely free from error. But as they have been 
prepared with much care, it is believed that they will, with 
but mre exceptions, be found correct. There were many 
important and respectable families, of which no information 
sufRcient for a connected sketch could be obtained. 

The names of the first ancestors of the families in Amer- 
ica, are printed in small capitals ; those of their children, in 
italics, and where perspicuity seems to require it their grand- 
children are designated by numerals. 

FAMILY OF WILLIAM ADAMS. 

William Adams emigrated from the north of Ireland to 
this town, soon aflcr its settlement, and settled u|>on the 
fai*m now owned and occupied by Nathaniel Brown, lie 
had five sons, as follows : — 

James, who had eight children, namely, James, Mary, Wil- 
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liam, of whom a short notice has been given, Elizabeth| 
Sarah, Samuel, Rachel, and David. David, the youngest son, 
married Janet Wilson, daughter of Colonel Robert Wilson, 
in 1800 ; and had nine children, namely, Jane, James, Mary 
M., Robert W., William, David B., John B., Jonathan, and 
a child that died in infancy. 

Jonathan^ who was born in 1729 and died in 1820. He 
married Sarah Smith, and settled on the farm now occupied 
by his granilson, Captain Josiuh II. Adams. He was an 
active, energetic man ; was a soldier in the Revolution, and 
subsequently held the commission of captain in the militia. 
He had six children, as follows: 1. Jane, who died unmar- 
ried. 2. Jonathan, who lived with his parents and retained 
the homestead. lie was a very worthy man ; was distin- 
guished for his frankness and sincerity, and was for many 
years an elder in the church. His children were William, 
Josinh II., Daniel M., Jabez F*, Sarah Jane, and Moses. 
3. William, who married Margaret Duncan, and liad three 
children, Mary, Jane, and Sarah. 4. James, who married 
Judith Rolfe, and had ten children, namely, Jonathan, Ann 
R., Joseph R., James, Jane S., Sarah, John S., Elizabeth, 
Lucinda, and Henry R. 5. Mary, who married William 
Eayres, and removed to Rutland, Vt. 6. Susannah, who 
died unmarried. 

Samuelf who settled at Casco Bay. 
William and David, of whom no information has been 
received. • • 

FAMILY OF EDWARD AIKBN. 

Edward Aikrn emigrated from the north of Ireland to 
this town, about the year 1722, and settled on the farm now 
owned by John Folsom, Esq., and which continued in the 
possession of his descendants more than a century. Edward 
Aiken ha<l three sons, who settled in Londonderry, Nathan- 
iel, James, and William. Nathaniel lived on his father's 



256 oisTosr 

Tann, Jamea on tlie (arta noir ovned bj Sir. DndJord, m 
Willioin oa tbiU owned by Mr. Duvid Curr. lleMse 
ncigliborbooJ wiu early designiUud oi ibe "Abkea'a Bw 

Nathunicl, ihe eldest son, had fire mxu. lulmu^ J 
James, Tliomoa, and William. Edward seliled in T 
Vl, and wu ibc grandfoilier aS Rev. Samuel C Aiko^ of 
Cleavelnnd, Ohio. Jtdin, the gmndfuther of IIob. JoIm 
Aiken, of Andover, Ua&s., and al' Ue*. Silas Aiken, of Ra^ 
land, Vt., settled in Bedford, N. II. Juiika reatainoil la 
LotidoDdcrry, and luid a large fiunily of eon« oud ilaiighlcn. 
Thomas and Williaio, the two youngest aeoa, Mtlled in 
Deering, N. H., and had lai^ fuinilies. 'Hatty of Uieir 
descendonU etiU remain in that town. 

Jiuntt hud three sons and three dougtiterg. Itis son 
James commenccii a selllement in Antrim, N. H. j and kit 
lamily «aa the Gnt and only one in tliut town for several 
yciors. Ilia M>u John iulieriied hb tnrm, and had Bereisl 
sons, aome of whom removijd U> Betison, Vt. 

William had two suiu, Edward and William. Ediraid 
settled in Wiudliam, Vt., and liod neveral lioiis aod daugb- 
Wrs. William removed to Tmro, Nova SooUa. 

Of the deaoendonts of this oorly and vaj r^^edaUa 
family of tlie settlen of Londonderry, no eorract and fid 
account has been obtained, except of one branch, that of 
John, the second aoa of Nathaniel, the eldest son of Edward. 
The atalistica of his numerous descendants have been netallf 
toUeded by Hon. Jdtin Aiken, of Aodovcr, a lynOfMia of 
whicli is here inserted. 

JouN AtKKM was bom Novranber 18, 1728. In 1758, he 
married Annis Orr, eldest daughter of John and Hargarei 
Orr, of Bedford. They resided in Londonderry eight or tea 
years, afler their nuuriage, when tliey removed and settled 
in Bedford, where they passed the residue of their days. 
Their children were John, Phineas, Margaret, Susaaiiil, 
Aqnis, Sarah, Mary, and Jane, 
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Johny their eldest son, married Marj McAfee, of Bedford, 
in 1781, and ten years afterwards removed to Merrimack, 
N. II., where he died. He had twelve childrQp, namely, 
Samuel, Mary, Annis, Susan, Sarah, Jesse, John, Phineas, 
Jane, Luctnda, Benjamin F., and Eliza F. 

Phineas married, December 8, 1789, Elizabeth Patterson, 
of Amherst, N. II. He died in 183G, having resided in 
Bedfonl from early childhood. His widow still survives. 
They had nine children, as follows: 1. Nancy P., their 
eldest daughter, was married, in 1809, to Jonathan Aiken, 
of GoflTstown, son of Captain James Aiken, of Londonderry, 
lie graduated at Dartmouth College, in 1807, and settled in 
GroflTitown as an attorney at law. In 1838, he removed to 
the State of Illinois, where he died in 1839. His widow still 
survives. Their children were James, David, Elizabeth, 
Jolin C, Charles, Jonathan, Nancy, Henry M., Jane, Silas, 
Walter IL, and George K. 2. Lucy, in 1816, married 
Frederick A. Mitchel, M. D., of Bedford, and had seven 
children. 3. Betsey, in 1818, married Isaac Riddle, Jr., 
of Bedford, and had five children. 4. John graduated at 
Dartmouth College, 1819; was tutor there for two years 
(1820-1822). Resided in Bennington county, Vt, from 1823 
to 1834, most of the time in the practice of law ; removed to 
Lowell, Mass, in 1834; resided there till 1850, as agent of 
a manufacturing company. In 1849, he was a member of 
the governor*s council. In 1850, he removed to Andover, 
Bfass., where he now resides, being the treasurer of the 
Cochoco Manufacturing Company, Dover, N. II. He 
married, in 1826, Harriet R. Adams, daughter of Prof. 
Adams, of Dartmouth College, by whom he luid three 
children. In 1832, lie married Mary M. Appleton, of 
Amherst, daughter of tlie late prcsidcnt Appleton, by whom 
he has five children. 5. Silas graduated at Dartmouth 
College, 1825 ; was tutor there three years (1825-1828) ; 
was settled in the ministry at Amherst, N. H., 1829. He 

22* 



■ntwoqiHtntlj' mnat^ (o Boatoo, aad mat br MV^al ;«■■ 
pMtor ot I'ufk iknci dwrcfa. He b now •cUled a B^ wt 
Vk In lSaS.heBmmtdMmijO^>oi,<d&dBm,l^^hf 
whom be hod Utrae ebiUnn. la 1837, ki ■Tiiii GifkM 
PvwnttioT Anbent, Hmc, bjr wboH Ik Iwa MocfeMiw. 
e. CUrleA, in 1839, nuuricd AMiat WiOej, cf OHifai^ ' 
N. 11^ Aii'l (Md MTen chiUren. 7. Daiid, in IMl. ■■iiiiil 
LjaiB W. Root, of Grwofield, Ubm. Sbe died m IM^ 
Mill iu IHlS, he marrUxl Uiuj F i1 iliiiii. i^ (Iwfcim. Mam 
8. Sanili A^ in 18^9, tnnrried WiUiain P. BiKfc, «r Hm- 
ckealcr, Vl, owl tuul tix. ctiildreti. d. I 
life. 

Hcayartl.in 1787,iiuuTi«d Josiali ChanJIer.ofG 
About tlie jrrar 17^9, they rcnwved lo I'ofulre*, Vl, wha» 
they both (livJ. Their diitdren were Mary B^ Johft A^ 
Anni*, DaviJ, Lucindo, Joetah, and Calrin. 

Siuanaa, in 1790, nuirned Jonathan Banna, who tkca 
n«id«d in Murrinutck, Bubaeqaently in RockinghaiB, Vl, aad 
DOW ruiidea at Nuiulu, LivingMon coantj, N- Y. TWir 
uliililrcii vtcro I'utty A., Aiiuis, Afoees, Hnirict, Abd, Sallf, 
Lodua 11^ Quartua IL 

.inm'i, in 1818, manied Abner Campbdl, at 1 
deny, and died, in 1889, without iaane. 

SaroA, in 1791, manied Samuel Gildtriit, of G 
N. H^ and after hia death manied, in 1822, Chptwa Jota 
Smith, of GoRalowD, with whom ihe atill lirei. Ilcr Ail- 
dren by her fint huaband were John, Fanny, Alexander, 
Samuel, Bopltrooia, Jaaon, Margaret A^ Jamca A, and 
Hiram. 

JUttry, in 1814, married William Reed, of TJt^B^y, 
N. H., and had one son, Phineos A. 

Jant, in 1807, married Jamea Aiken, of GoffiHown, who 
died in 1809, without iatiue. In 1881, she manied Un. 
Walter Harris, D. D., of Dunharton, N. H., who died in 
1843, leaving her a second time a widow. 
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According to the statistics of this branch of the Aiken 
family it appears, that from this one grandson of Edward 
Aiken, the first ancestor of the family in this country, there 
are two hundred and sixty-three descendants, two hundred 
and twelve of whom ai*o now living. As Edward Aiken had 
thirteen grandchildren, if the descendants of the other twelve 
were as numerous, the whole number of his descendants 
would bo three tliousand four hundred and nineteen. 

FAMILY OF JAMES ANDERSON. 

Of the first sixteen settlers of the town, were Allen 
and James Anderson. Allen had no children ; James had 
seven; namely, Samuel, Robert, James, Thomas, David, 
Jane, and Nancy. 

Samwl married Martha Craige, and had four children : L 
James married Nancy Armstrong. 2. John married Anha 
Davidson, and for his second wife, Mary Williams. 3. Sam* 
uel married Mary Davidson. 4. Margaret married John 
Graham. 

Robert married Agnes Craige, and had nine children : 1. 
James remained unmarried. 2. John married Jane Wallace. 
8. William married Margaret Wilson. 4. Allen married 
Sally Moor. 5. llobcrt married Jl^lary Darrah. G. Samuel 
married Anna Alexander, and removed to Acworth. 7. 
David married Sally Bamett. 8. Mary married James 
Dinsmore. 9. Jane married David Campbell. 

Jame$ married Nancy Wck>dbum, and subsequently widow 
Elizabeth Bamett. By his first wife he had eight children } 
and by his second wife, four: 1. James, who married Mar- 
garet Reid, was lieutenant under Captain George Reid, 
at the battle of Bunker Hill, and subsequently captain of the 
company, on the promotion of Captain Reid. He continued 
in service during the whole of the war, and died at Troy, N. 
Y., 1827. 2. John married Mary Morrison. He was also 
a short time in the service of his country. 8. Rufus, of 



mSTOKT OP LOnMKDKUIT. 

wbMi ■ Uognphtnl ikelek lac been pn>. 

•r Dwrii» L HMSmt nrried i«na Um* 
— tfai dw Kw. Ill iffc IfaKeett. IL Nvu? nutrrinl Jofca 
IbCbry. 9l Alawiw Mirini Hinha McGarerj. 10. 
BiHitmlii nuriea lonE* JackMo. 1 1. ITiUMm Mnial 
PiiliiiiiljdJ. It. Jam. — rri«l AlexMJef Meriifcw 

ntMMi nvried MMrjr Cnugc,awl ImJ m*u cUUiw: 1. 
Daniel, who laarried Sonb MMMth. 2; Jvna, mamarrioL 
3. Jotin, DmniuTMML 4. Uarj, w Im marriad Wiltan ftiiAr 
KM of Coodta. 5. Jane, who iHunad Bobort Nmailh. & 
Mwtha, who nuuried Bobcrt MeClara of Acwvclk 7. 

XlHtfinm«d«IC«WBaDa,-Mkdb»dlhrMMM: Bako^ 
who married Naomi Aikea, JaHnei^ and Aadivw. 

J(mt Riarrid Elder Jmnes Toggart, and bad Iwa toai^ 
Samuel, of nbom h particubu' notice has beea giTeii, aad 
Tfaomaa. 

Tbc cbildrea of John, tbe son of SamncI, and gtwuboa ti 
Jaraei the (Ini seltlcr, were sa follawi : !tlarlb:i, who loar- 
riiid David lloliiiiiua ; Ji-Sdo, wliu married M;irtlui M orrLiw : 
Joliti, wbu rcmovi'd lu Soulb Curoliim, imd iiLtrricd there ; 
Siunuul, who iuarrt4--d Miuy WUwn, and aAfrwardi KUiia- 
bcili Armslroag ; Sanih, wIm tourned Jo)ia Holmes ; JaiM% 
who married John Bills j James, who married Naocjr Ab- 
denoa, and Beta/, who mamed Jomea Towns. 

Tbe children of Margaret, daughter of Saauid, wlw nai^ 
ricd John Qiaham, were William, Uartho, Samuel, Jane, and 
EUzabeth. 

FAHILT OF JOHN ANDBRSOX. 

JoRN Ahdessoh, with his wife and family, came fiiMB 
the north of Ireland and settled in Londonderrf aa earijr as 
1725. Their children, John, James, Robert, and Jane, came 
with their parents. 
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John married and lived in Londonderry, but died young, 
leaving three children, Matthew, John, and Jane. Matthew 
and John were at the battle of Bunker Hill, and after the 
dose of the war, Matthew married Nancy Taylor, daughtet 
of Adam Tnylor, and John married a Miss Archibald, and 
both removed to Vermont, where they lived and died. Their 
descendants are very numerous in Vermont, New York, and 
the Western States. Jane married David Paul, of the East 
parish in Londonderry, where many of her descendants reside. 

James married Isabel McQueston, about the year 1728, 
and had nine children ; namely, Jane, Hugh, Sarah, Mary, 
James, John, William, Mary Ann, and Joseph. Of these, 
Jane, James, and John died young and unmarried. Hugh 
was out in the wars about the year 1760, and was known td 
have been engaged in a running fight with the French and 
Indians, where his party was overpowered by numbers, and 
was never heard from afterwards. William married Agnes 
Clark, in 1709, and hod eight children ; Hugh, Robert, Mary 
Ann, James, William, Letitio, Elizabeth, and John, no 
one of whom survives excepting Mary Ann, who now resides, 
at an advanced age, on the old family homestead in London- 
derry. Hugh, son of William, married Jane Nesmith in 
1797, and left three children ; William, John N., and Eliza- 
beth N., all of whom are living and have numerous descend- 
ants. Robert, son of William, married Sarah Steams, in 
1804, and eight of his children are now living in New Hamp- 
shire and Massachusetts. William, son of William, married 
Mary Bell, daughter of John Bell, Esq., in 1808, and left two 
daughters, each of whom is married and has several children. 
One of them resides in Pittsburgh, Pa., and the other in the 
State of Ohio. 

Robert married, and resided in that part of Londonderry 
now Manchester, but left no male issue ; his daughters were 
married, and many of their descendants are now living. 

Jane was married, and many of her descendants are now 
living in New Hampshire and Vermont 



2G2 niSTOnT or LONUOMUtRRT. 

Tbe original homcsAod (in wLidt Uie c 
settled in Lunilonderrj', in 1725, itaa ever 
tliB fuiiiily, luiil ia now in llic jitescsiiiin oriluiir il 
WillituD Anderaon of Derrj', and Jolui N. Andenwa at L 
dondurrj. 

VAMILT or JOUK BKLU 

^omt Bell, tlwugli nul one of die Am of tbe « 
who begiui tlio acttlumcnl of LoiiJoiidurrjr lu April 1719. 
iiiu»t liuva orrivtHl tlicrc in 1721), m ilio lint inaition of Ui 
nuinu ujion lliu rucords is in tlie grant of iiis iKtmesteaJ, ■ IM 
of aixty acres, in Aiken's Rangv, upon whidi lie spent iLe 
renl of liis life, unil where liij too JoUn iitirii]:'s UveiL This 
ruconi iH^arn tliu diUc iif 1720, Oilier huXiU were klbUei 
-kini in 17:i2,and nfkci'nrunU, lo tlia uniuuut of (Utcc liundrcd 
ftcro*. AAer commencing s clcan'ng u{ioii a part of l>i$ lot 
near llic brook, und building a cabin titere, lie reianai in 
1722, lo his nutive couutr; for his wife and two snrriving 
dauglilen, two of his children having died in lataacy. 

Mr. RiM wai bom in the vicinity of Coleniioe, pn^mbly 
in the pariah of nallymony,in the county of Antrim, ta 
1678. lie married Elizaln;Ih Todd, a daughter of John 
Todd and Rachel Nelson, >ind <^idler of Col. Andrew TudO. 
He appears to have held a respectable poatioa aaung tm 
townsmeti, and for several years held rarious ofltces Id Ike 
(owti. He died July 8, 1743, aged rixty-four years. Ilii 
wife was a person of- much decision and energy of dimntta, 
and survived bim till August 30, 1771, when she died, aged 
eighty-two years. Aflcr Ihoir removal lo LoiidoiMlurry, 
they had two sons and two daughters. 

Samuel, Iiis eldest son, was bom Soplcmbcr 38, 1723. 
He removed to Cambridge, Now York, and married Saiah 
Storow. lie, and two of his sons and (wo brotlicrs-ui-law, 
were taken prisoners by the advance of Durgoync'a army, 
his stock wos driven off, and his buildings burned. His 
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sons, Johu niul l^Iatthew, died not long aflcr their return from 
captivity. Mr. Bell died about 1803, at the age of eighty, 
leaving many descendants. 

The four daughters of John Bell, all married persons of 
the name of Duncan, three of them brothers, and sons of 
George Duncan, Esff., of Londonderry, and the other a 
nephew, the son of John Duncan, their eldest brother. 

Letitia, born in Irelmid, married Deacon George Duncan 
of Ijondondcrry. * 

Naomi married Captain William Duncan of Londonderry. 

JElizahcth married James Duncan of Haverhill, Moss. 

Mary married George Duncan of Peterborough, N. H. 
(For the children of these four daughters, see family of 
George Duncan.) 

Johriy of whom a biographical sketch has been given, mar- 
ried Mary Ann Gilmore, daughter of James Gilmore and Jean 
Baptiste, and, bcsiilcs three children who died iii early life, 
had fi\Q sons and four daughters, as follows : 1.2. James 
and Ebenezcr died in youth. 3. Jonathan died at Chester 
in 1808, leaving no children. 4. John, bom July 20, 1765, 
early engaged in trade with good success, and was elected a 
member of the legislature from Londonderry. About the 
beginning of this century, he settled in Chester, where he 
S])cnt the rest of his life. Li 1803, he was elected senator 
for the thiixl district, and served one term. In 1817, he was 
elected councillor, and continued in that otlice five years. 
In 1823, he was appointed Sheriff* of Rockingham County 
and held that office until he was elected governor in 1828, 
in which office he served one term. He was fortunate in the 
acquisition of property, and left at his death, in March, 1836, 
a handsome estate. He married Fersis, daughter of Dr. 
Isaac Thorn, of Londonderry, and had a family of ten chil- 
dren. Of these, one son, Charles Henry, a graduate of Dart- 
mouth College, 1845, alone survives. Govcnior Bell was 
distinguished through • life for sound judgment, accurate 
business habits, mid strict integrity. 
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rat of Um Ibton A^lMk, M Sdwnnlb, Mm. Ska 

««liiiiaia "^ • ' - ' J " Hr[^ in|>nr 

ofJiMHUluMSniUsEi^af AakoM. Tkojr hsn bar mb% 
George sii4 Jobn, itadMU at DiBrtMMMh CaWtg. Qariuiy 
Kuilont Al llrown L'ni*«niijr, amd Lewis. G. "'— '-r*'- died 
Jane 23, 17S6, at tbe age of twenr^-lbKe jcan. 7. SMm- 
Aah married John Dinaaorv, Eaq^ wkoaa mh% Ma B. of 
Biplej, N. T, and Jama (Dailmoalli CtaOeg^ 181^ at 
Walnut HilU, Kjr^ ■arTire and bare iamOieif and fltfcar 
deacendaoU remain. & Uarjr married O^Xaia WilfiaM 
Andenoo and left two dan^ten, one of wlxan manied a 
Ur. JHtktj, now of AQe^uuij, Penn. 9. Harj Abb Aed 



FAHILT OF J^HSS CLARK. 

jAuaa Clark, aflerwarda Deacon James Clark, ooe of the 
flm Mltlers of Londooderry, lived oo ihe &rm now oecupied 
by hii grandson, Deacon Kfallhew Clark. lie bad four aou 
and one danghler, namelj, John, Somael, George, Matthew, 
and Eleanor. 
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John settled in tlie western part of Londonderry, and had 
several children. Some of their descendants still reside in 
the town. 

Samuel and George settled in the town of Windham. 
Each had a family of children, and some of their descend- 
ants now live in that town. 

Matthew inherited his father's form in Londonderry. He 
married Margaret Anderson, by whom he had four sons 
and three daughters; namely, James, Samuel, Matthew, 
John, Margaret, Mary, and Elizabeth. 

Eleanor married Robert Hemphill, of Windham, and hod 
a family of sons and daughters. 

FAMILY OF ROBERT CLARK. 

lloDRRT Clark, of the Scotch colony, in Ireland, came to 
Londonderry about the year 1725, and settled on the height 
of land northwest of Beaver Pond. He died in 1775. 
Letitia, his wife, was the daughter of John Cochran, of 
Londonderry in Ireland. She died in 1783. Their children 
were as follows : — 

William^ who married Anne Wallace, and settled in New 
Boston, N. II., in 17GG. His children were Robert, John, 
Ninian, Rebecca, Anne, and Letitia. 

John, who married Nancy Stinson, lived in Londonderry, 
and died in 1808. His children were Robert, David, Letitia, 
Polly, Alexander, William, Jane, Betsey, and John. 

Samuelj who married Sarah Holmes, and subsequently, 
Janet Bamett, and died in Londonderry, in 1791. His 
children were Robert, Daniel, Sally, Moses, William, John, 
and Janet. 

Ninian, who married Mary Ramsey, settled in New 
Boston, N. IL, and died in 1808. His children were Wil- 
liam, Lydia, Robert, Hugh, Hamilton, Letitia, David, Jona- 
than, and Samuel. 

Jane, who married James Crombie, and resided in New 

23 



HitTOBT or LomoaDsaftr. 

Botton. Her diildrao were IHHiem, Bobert, JAm, 
JeiMy Jemeii Semnelj end CUik. 

LttUiOf who married Samud Wellaee^ and 
Boberi Moor, of Loodoodenj, and died in 189S; oi iIm i(0B 
of eigfatj-nine. Iler children bj her finft hntfaand 
Anniiy LeliUa» Rebeeca,iind Sarah; bjher en 
JanOi MMTjt and SemueL 

AgtuMf who married William Andenon, and lived k 
donderrj. Her children were Hugh, Bobett, 
Jameii VTilliam, Letitia, Elisebethy and John. 

JB H uA Mf who married Andrew Mack, of T^ j do n d c tij. 
Her children were Jane, Letitiai Kliiabethj John, Imbdh^ 
Bobert, Andrew, and Danid. 

WAMlhY or JOHV OnOMBIB. 

JOHM Cbomub emigrated from the north of Irdand, 
settled in Londonderry, about the jear 1780. He 
Joan Bankin, NoTombcr 17, 1721, and bj her had Ibnr 
and five daughters ; namely, Hugh, William, James, John 
Elisabeth, Mary, June, Nancy, and Ann. 

Hugh lived in Chester, N. II., married, and had a fiunily. 

John married Rebecca Barnctt, by whom he had three 
sons and two daughters; namely, William, Moses, John, 
Mary, and Iluldalu He was for several years one of the 
selectmen of Londonderry. 

James married Jane Chirk, by whom he Imd six sons and 
two daughters, as follows : 1. William, wlio married Betsey 
Fairfield, and settled in the State of New York, whcrt: he 
still lives. 2. Kobert, who married ^Inry Patterson, and 
lived and died in New Boston, N. IT. 3. Jolm, who married 
Lydia Clark, and live<l and died in New Boston. 4. Juines, 
who married Joanna Jones, studied medicine with I>r. Jones, 
formerly of Lyndeborough, N. II., and commenced practice 
in 1798, at Temple, N. II. In 1820, he removed from 
Temple to Francestown, N. II., where lie continued the 
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practice of medicine, until 1850, when he removed to Derry, 
where he now resides with his son, James H. Crombie, 
M. D. 5. Samuel, who married Mary Ck)oledge, and re- 
moved to Waterford, Me., where he was engaged in the 
practice of medicine until his death. 6. Clark, who married 
Lucy Dean, lived for many years in New Boston, and after- 
wanls removed to Lowell, Mass, where he still resides. 
7. Jane, who married James Codiran, and still lives in New 
Iloston. 8. Jx^titia. 

Ill 1783, James Crombie, Sen., removed from London- 
clcrry to New Boston. All his childron were born in Lon- 
clonderry, with the exception of Clark, who was bom in New 
Ik)dton. 

ElizaheUi man*ied William Blair. 

Mary married John Patten, of Chester. 

Jitne tnarrie<l Ilobcrt Clendenin. 

Nancy married Deacon Peter Calhoun. 

Ann married John Codiran. 

FAMILY OF SAMUEL DICKEY. 

Samuel Dickey, the ancestor of this family, although not 
one of the first, was among the early scttlera of Londonderry, 
lie settled on the south side of Moose Hill, subduing and 
occupying the farm now possessed by his grandson. Captain 
Joseph Dickey. Mr. Dickey was distinguished for his 
Herculean strength, it being equal to that of two ordinary 
men. He had two sons and five daughters. 

Adam, the elder son, married Jane Nahor, and settled on 
that part of his father's farm now owned by Warren Cofiln, 
Esq., where he lived several years ; after which ho removed 
to Vermont. In the decline of life, he returned to his native 
town, where he died. 

Jletsey, the eldest daughter, married James Betton, Esq., 
several of whose descendants were among the more respect- 
able and influential members of the community. Silas Betton, 
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DBrtmcNith Oollflfe, 1787. HetettledaiflB 
in Sdam, N. H. HewMfMraetwd jeaaa 
New HMnpdiiro li^iihlnw^ m m vtitwmmtwih% 
Mialor. He was a rfipreMotalive of the 8Me » 
IhMn 1808 to 1807, and high ilMriff of 
ftoni 1818 to 1819. He diedJaanuy ii, 1821. 

Tlie Btoond dtnukUr menied ^^^^ ^f fJ^^n^ feihaii < 
8eld,N.IL 

Jfirry merried Boberl Bojd. tAmy 

JMbrMa nuurried John Oodimn, of Mew 
were fi"M?**g tlie fini lottlori, end their 
totoaomeof tliemore reepecteiiie end '"^Hf^tiel 
of tliet oommunltj. 

JioUrif the younger ion, inherited tiie hiwwteeil, m wdl 
es nudi of thai muacolar e net g? tliet mafked tiie dMnalsr 
of Ilia fadieri Of tliiii liia eontdmponariea are aaid to have 
had effective demonstration^ at tliej engaged in tiie adilelie 
sports and games of tliat early period. Tlieae pmetiees^ 
which sorvcd to tost and foster the strengtli, cuei^y and 
courage of the combatants, and which are now passed awayy 
were aihipted to tho times, when sucli physical ]x>wcn and 
virtues were more requisite than in the present improved 
state of society. Though Mr. Dickey was not quarrelsome 
or rovengeful in his disposition, yet, in one of those cnmlwita 
so froqucnt in his day, a stroke of his powerful arm proved, 
most uuluippily, fatal to his antagonist. He married Hannah 
Woodbum, of whom a brief notice is given in the aooount of 
the family of John Woodbum ; and from them descended 
the families of Dickey, now inhabitants of the town, and 
several oUiers who have removed to distant parts of tlie 
country. Mr. Dickey possessed a generous public spirit and 
kind and ho3[)ilabie feelings. He died when little past the 
meridian of life. He had eleven children, all of whom lived 
to mature life. Ten still survive, the youngest of whom is 
about fifty years of age. 
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These children, while favored with such means of educa- 
tion as the times then afforded, were earlj accustomed to 
habits of labor and industry. Thej were principallj trained 
to agricultural pursuits, and their devotedness to husbandry, 
that very useful and honorable employment, forms a distin- 
guishing feature in their family history. Few have engaged 
in mechanical or mercantile business, or in professional life. 

As these ten children were all settled within a few miles 
of the paternal home, their local situation, early friendship, 
an<l frequent intercourse, have rendered this family, in its 
several branches, remarkable for the intimacy and harmony 
whidi have prevailed among them. Few circles have en- 
joyed more social gatherings, or been less broken by the 
hand of death, than this. ^ The habits of this family," to use 
the language of one of its members, " are decidedly domestic, 
nuich less dis|)08cd to hazardous speculation and sdieming 
enterprise, than to honest toil. Indeed, of all its numerous 
members, ncme have as yet discovered any other channel to 
competence and character, than hard work; so much so, 
indeed, that many of them have come to measure character, 
not so much by moral virtues or intellectual attainments, as 
by the amount of hard labor performed* Though none of 
them have shone conspicuously in the public arena, few have 
reason to blush for their reputation. Though none of them 
boast large fortunes, yet so much have they been favored by 
fortune's smiles, that all enjoy a competence, and at no time 
has any member been dependent,* either upon public charity 
or private munificence." 

FAMILY OF GEORGE DUNCAN. 

Grorgr Duncan was a son of Grcorge Duncan who 
lived and died in Ireland. He came to this country with 
his second wife, Margaret Cross, and his seven children. 
They were John, the eldest by a former marriage, and 
George, William, Robert, Abraham, Esther, and James, by 

23» 
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the second marriage, tie was a man oT eduoUioa, and wm 
A justice of llie {leiuMi. 

John married K^hel TodiL TUc; broogla with ibem M 
ihia couDtry four cliildrcn ; namely, J QhD, ( 
and Wiiliam. The lutler was born on du 
their arriTal luiil KetOtuiiitnl in Londondeny, tbey h 
btlier chlldruD ; iiaiiivly, Jomea, Naomi, Polly, 
Roeanna. Frmu tLU slock are descended Jobs ] 
Em)^ of Louduiiderry. ^ViDiofa IL Duncan, E^-, of Ilaft- 
over, N. II., and several fiunilica of Uuu name in An lriia, 
and elsuwlicre. George, eon of iTuhn, nuirrivd Uary lldl, 
youngest daugliler of John and Eliiabuth Bell. Tbcy livol 
ai Peterborough, where she died, about lUll.aged eiglitf- 
tlirvc Their children were Eliiobcili, wliu uiarriisl \W*. 
Sauiuc'l Taggart, member of Congress ; Rachel, who aaamed 
DeHcon John Todd, of Peierborough ; Sarah; Esther, vto 
married Moses lilack, of Boaion, Mass. ; a doogliler, wIm 
married Ebeneter Sloore, of Peterborough ; Mary, wbomar> 
ried Kev. Mr. Wallace, and Goorge, who married Jane 
Ferguson, and removed to Wesleni New York, or Ohio. 
William, son of John, married Jane Alexander, liTed aai^ 
yean in Londonderry, and had three cbUdrtn, »-—■— 
Rachel, and Ann. Bosanna married Tboraai LmoIi^ a«d 
died about 1849, aged eightj-uine. Thomas lAmb of BoilBB^ 
ia her son. Rachel and Ann left no ckildren. Bachd^ 
daughter of John, married Samuel Archibald, of Nofm Seoda, 
and had seTeral cliildrea. Among them was the IIoo. Haw 
uel G. W. Archibald, aUomoy-gcneral of Nova Seotia, «!»> 
lived at Halifax, greallj respected. 

Gtorye married Letitia Bell, eldest daughter of Jokn and 
Elizabeth Bell, and lived io Londonderry. He waa an dder 
in the church, and died about 1780-5, aged aboat aeTcnty. 
Their children were as fallows : 1 . John, who married liuy 
Duncan, was resident in Antrim, which town be r^ucaeatod 
in the l^islature, was a State senator, and died in 18S2, 
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aged ninctj-one. 2. George, who removed to the West 8. 
James, Esq., of Hancock. lie represented that town in the 
legislature, and died about 1804. 4. Josiah. 5. Elizabeth, 
who married James Cunningham, of Pembroke. 6. Letitia, 
(?) who married Alexander Todd. 

William married Naomi Bell, sister of Letitia above men- 
tioned. They lived in Londonderry, where she died, about 
1804, aged eighty-nine. Captain Duncan died about 1798, 
aged eighty -two. Their chihlrcn were as follows : 1. George, 
of Acworth, who died unmarried. 2. John, of Acworth, rep- 
resentative and colonel, whose sons were Adam, John, and 
Horace. 8. William, who died unmarried. 4. Isaac, of 
Acworth. 5. Rachel, wife of Major John Finkerton. 6. 
Susannah, wife of Joseph Patterson of Ilenniker. 7. Jane, 
wife of Abniham Duncan. 8. Elizabeth, wife of Tliomas 
Moore, of Acworth. 9. Margaret, wife of William Adams. 

Robert moved to Boston, married Isabella Caldwell, and 
had several children. Among their descendants, are the 
families of the late Alden Bradford, and William Stephen- 
son, of Boston, and William Tliomas, of Plymouth. 

Abraham married, lived, and died in North Carolina. 

Esther married John Cassan, (?) of CJonnecticut. 

James married Elizabeth Bell, third daughter of John and 
Elizabeth Bell, and was a merchant in Haverhill, Mass. 
He acquired a large property, and died about 1818, aged 
ninety-two. His wife died, aged about forty-seven years. 
Their children were as follows : 1 . John, who died unmar- 
ric<l. 2. Samuel, of Grantham, N. II., who married a Miss 
Emerson, and had several children. 8. Robert, who was 
representative of Grantham, married a Miss Emerson ; had m 
son, Samuel B., and died in 1807. 4. Abraham. 5. Wil- 
liam, who lived at Concord, N. H., and represented that 
town. He married a Miss Harris, and had a son James, a 
daughter Mehitable, who married Andrew McClary, a 
daughter, who married the late George B. Upham, of Clare- 
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inoni, N. II., mill n iliuigliler who iiiarricO a JUr. 
of rortainaiitit, N. II. Ha divd uU»iI 1793. Ilto 
reoMvutl to Oliiu wilk liur soil Jiunca, anil died in 1839^ & 
Jiuties, who niuriuil Re)ie4.>c)t '\Tbile, anJ ilicd about )8S£. 
Moluul two soils, Col. Snniuel, wlio Jieil About lS34.a«f>d 
tUiny-rimr, luavingcltililn:!), ondGaL Jntne* II.,couD$>:)lut' at 
liiw, und rc{)ruM:nlaUvis in Congress, who married Mitt Willta, 
and luu a lurgu fainil/. 7. Klizabelii, wito married a Mr. 
Thatcher, a lawyer, aitd aflcrwarda George Carter, aad i* 
living at Bosluii. 8. Margaret, who is now living, and m 
(he widow of Thomaa llnldwin, D. D., of Iteloa. 9. M*rj, 
and three others. 

FAItlt-r OF SAKDKL ELA. 

Sahukl Ela removed from Iluvcrliilt, Uass.,tuidsculel 
in Londonderry, about the yc^r 17^5, und died Ju I7SL' 
He had eiglkt children, as follows; — 

Edu/ard married u Miss Colby ; had two children, Edwafd 
nod Nancy, and died in Londonderry. 

Ctark niiirried n Klisa Fulton, nnd hod one sou. 

David married Naacy, tlic daughter tt VtMooa fiaiarl 
Fisher, and widow of William Cunningham, and had fn 
children ; namely, Clark, William, Sally, Loi0,and Charlotte. 
He lived and died in Londonderry. 

John married Sarah Fei'son, and bad one child, who died 
in early life. 

TMlha married Richard Petty, and removed lo Tbont- 
ton, N. H. 

Hannah married Jonathan Person, and also removed to 
Thornton. 

ifitry married Kli|>luilcl Chuiicy, nnd reinovc«l lo 
N. II. 

Lmt died in eltildliood. 



I 
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FAMILY OF ROBERT GILHORE. 

Robert Gilmore was bom near Coleraine in Ireland, 
and married Marj Ann Kennedy, in that coantrj. They 
emigrated early to Londonderry, where they spent the rest 
of their days. His age at his death was eighty. Ilis chil- 
dren were William, Robert, John, and James. 

William married Elizabeth . The births of four 

children are recorded upon the town records ; Robert, Mary, 
James, and Anne. 

Robert lived at Londonderry, where he died about 1780, 
aged eighty. By his first wife, Anne, he had two children, 
James and Elizabeth; and by his second wife, Elizabeth, he 
had three sons and two daughters ; John and Roger, both of 
whom lived in JafTrey, N. IL, William, who lived in Lon- 
donderry, Meriam, and Jemima. 

John died unmarried. 

Jamet married Jean Baptiste. They lived in Londonderry, 
and both died about the same time, of pleurisy. He was 
about fitly years of age. They had a large family, as follows : 
1. John died at Rockingham, Vt., aged about eighty-one, and 
led a family. 2. Jonathan, who lived at Ira, Vt, married 
a Miss Hunter, and had several children, of whom James, 
Robert, William, and Jonathan, were lately living in Ohio. 
8. James, who was colonel of the eighth regiment, and who 
had several children ; Jnmes, John of Belfast, Me., Robert, 
Gawen of Acworth, Baptiste, Jonathan, Jane, Margaret, and 
Ann. 4. Jane, who married Robert Patterson of Saco, Me., 
and had eleven sons and three daughters. 5. Margaret, who 
married George Pattison of Coleraine, Mass., and had six 
sons and one daughter. 6. Elizabeth, who married Samuel 
Wilson, died at Londonderry in 1816, aged eighty-five, and 
had six children; Samuel, Jane (Patterson, aflerwards 
Aiken), Elizabeth (Clyde), Rachel (Gregg of Waterford, 
N. Y.), Mary Ann (Wilson), Margaret (Anderson). 7. 
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Agnety who auuri a d BeiyHiiiii NohmIiIi* 8. 
who married John Bell, 'Bm^ of L on don J er ij . 
diweendonte, oee ftmilj of John BelL 



FAMILY OF JAMBS QMBOO. 

CAFTAiir Jamrs GuoOi one of the eisuean who im 
settled in Londonderry, wnt bora hi Aynhire^ Bfotknii, and 
emignUed with hit parents to Iidand, abont the jear IttOi 
Previoos to his leaving Seotland, ho had serred as an 
apprentice to tlio tailoring business. lie nuuried Jsoet 
Cargil. They had fiwr sons and one danghtcr; naadj, 
William, John, Samuel, Thomas, and Eliabeth. Soon after 
his marriage he oommoneed the bnsinem of Unen-diaper, 
and for seversl yean pursued it with socecs^ and accnmn 
latcd considerable property. In 17lfi» he embnrikod with 
many others for America, and was among those who passed 
the following winter at Ospe EUsabeth, whero thej sMd n ged 
many privations and much suffering. As Mr. Gregg pos- 
sessed the means, aiid also the disiiosition, he was very 
eiFiciciit in aiding und encouraging this com|Muiy of settlers 
amid tlicir trials and wants, lie subsequently received a 
captain's commission, and commanded the first com|Kmy of 
soldiers raised in the town. 

Williafny the eldest son of Capta'n James Gregg, became 
the principal surveyor in the town, and laid out its lott. lie 
married Janet Rankin. They had two sons and two daugh- 
ters ; James and Hugh, Naomi and Frances. 

John married Agnes Rankin. They luid ten children; 
namely, James, Hugh, John, William, George, Samuel, 
Joseph, and Benjamin ; and twin daughters, Elizubelli and 
Janet. 

Samuel married Mary Moor, by whom he had four sous 
und three daughters ; James, John, Samuel, David, Margaret, 
Mary, and Elizabeth. 

Thonuu married Ann Leslie. They had several sons and 
daughters. Some of their |>osterity now reside in Vennont. 
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Elizaheih mnrried Jnmcs Moor. Tlicy liod tlircc sons 
and two daughters ; namely, William, Robert, Hugh, Mary, 
and Elizabeth. 

James, the eld&st son of John Gregg, and grandson of 
James, married IMary McCurdy. They had ^ve sons and 
three daughters ; John, Joseph, James, Jonathan, Benjamin, 
Elizabeth, Hannah, and Mary. 

William, the third son of John, married Barbara Aiken, 
and had two sons and three daughters ; Ebenezer, William, 
Jane, Kosanna, and Elizabeth. 

John, the fourth son of John, man-ied his cousin Maiy 
Gregg. They had three sons and three daughters ; Benja- 
min, Ebenezer, William, Agnes, Jane, and Mary. 

Samuel, the fiOli son of John, married Agnes Smiley. 
They had eight children ; John, Hugh, Samuel, George, 
Sarah, Ann, IMary, and Elizabeth. 

Joseph, the seventh son of John, married Susanna Aiken ; 
had four sons and seven daughters ; namely, John, Nathaniel, 
Joseph, David A., Anne, Margaret, Barbara, Susanna, 
Elizabeth, Jane, and Sarah. 

Benjamin, the eighth son of John, married Lettice Aiken. 
They had two sons and two daughters ; John and Jaracs, 
Lettice and Jane. 

FAMILY OF DAVID GREGG. 

David Gregg was the ancestor of another family, 
entirely unconnected with the preceding. He was bom in 
Londonderry in Ireland, in 1685, and was the son of John 
Gregg, who was also a native of the same city. He nrarried 
Mary Evans, and with his wife and son, William, who was 
then eight years of age, emigrated to North America, and 
settled in the southerly part of Londonderry (now Windham), 
in November, 1722. After his arrival in this country, he had 
other children. 

William J the eldest son, married f^lizabeth Kyle, who was 




S7« 

bom bi the eontj ^ Airtrin^ it Iralwi* ^ 1711^ 

to tUt eoaalrjr in 1727. He lad oIk 

Ion. 

1. One ion diodwliile a nUkr ie tke 
SdianeeUidy, N. T^ In 17U. SL WOBSmm 
Dnnlap^ end hed three aottt end u dnq^hien. & OMd 
merried n Hks Gragg^ e eouin, end hed twoeoMeaiMt 
daoghter. 4. Thomet merried e Miot MoCdj. aai lad «t 
ion, Deniel, who lived in BoMen, Men. & Tke eldMl 
deuiliter. merried Biduud Siik* end lived in MieMncliBBllk 
A. Merjy the oeeond denghter, meiried lli^ MiFiany ef 
Aeworthy N. H^iied n ftmiljpend wimoned to 
eountjr, N. Y. 7. Jeno^ the third deni^ter, 
MeAlndn, end remor ed to Franoettovn. M. IL, i 
•oni end one deughter. & John menied Ljdin Meivii^end 
lived for n time in Aeworthi bnt now rondeo in 
N.H. He hed fear lont endibnr denghlenu 9l 
wei e loldier in the ermj of the Bevoiotion, end elie 
several priviUeering voyages duriog tlie war. lie 
Sarah Adams, and removed to Antrim, N. H., in 1786i. He 
had four sons and four daughters. James A. Gregj^ IL IX, 
of Manchester, N. II., is one of the sons. 

J}avid Gregg was a younger son of David end llaij 
Gregg. lie left his parents at the age of fifteen, went to 
sea, and did not return until he was thirty years of age. It 
is related of him, that having been promoted to the command 
of a vessel, he came into the country to pass the winter, and 
engaged his board of his father and mother. He was not 
recognized by them or any of the neighbors, until he hap- 
pened to meet Molly McCoy, a blind woman, who no sooner 
heard his voice, tlian she exclaimed, ^ David Gregg has 
come!" Captain Gregg was an olliccr in the French war, 
and commanded the battcaux on the North River. lie after- 
wards settled in Windham, and married a Miss Clyde, by 
whom ho hud several children, who are settled in various 
parts of the country. 
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FAMILY OF ABRAHAM HOLMES. 

Anil AH AM IIoLMKS and wife, with his children, came 
from Ireland, in 1719, and soon joined the settlement which 
had been commenced in Londonderry. He had married for 
his second wife, Mnry IMorrison. He was early elected an 
elder in the First Presbyterian church. He died in 1758, 
at the age of seventy. 

His son John, who was ten years old when ho came to tliis 
country, was also an elder in tlie same church, during the 
long ministry of the Rev. Mr. Davidson. He settled on the 
farm now owned and occupied by William M. Holmes, in 
Londonderry. He married Grizel Givean. They had nine 
children, thi^ec sons and six daughters; namely, Sarah, 
Margaret, Abraham, Eleanor, Robert, Mary, Thomas, 
Mary Ann, and Maiiha. 1. Sarah, married John Bamett. 
2. Eleanor married William Wier. 8. Mary Ann married 
Thomas Doyd. 4. Martha married Alexander Boyd. 
5. Abrahnni, the oldest son, married and settled in Peter- 
borough, N. H., and had eleven children, eight sons and 
three daughters. G. Robert, the second son, married a Miss 
Wier, and settled in .TafTi'oy, N. H., and had a large family 
of children. 7. Thoma«, the third son, married Margaret 
Patterson, and lived on the farm of his father. Ho had 
twelve children. Samh, who married Amos Page; John, 
who married Sarah Anderson for his firet, and Mary Adams 
for his second, wife ; Grizel, who married Thomas Savory ; 
Peter, who married Olive Graves, and now resides in Hop- 
kinton, Mass., one of whose sons, Franklin Holmes, gradu- 
ated at Yale College, in 1845, and has entered the gospel 
ministry ; Robert, who married Jane Andei*son, and died in 
1825, leaving a widow and three children; Margaret, who 
married William Boyd ; Thomas, who married Sarah 
Graves, settled in West Boylston, and there died, leaving a 
widow and four children; Abraham, who married Esther 

24 
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Smtlli, and ii •clllcd in Rittgcfit-I'l, Ci. ; Jbbms, «bo mar- 
riei] Mtuilin Bariur for lii* fint, and Siuiui WcbAcr Ck Vd 
•ecand itUts, atid raiidw in T>«rry ; Msuko, wbo inarrial 
Bclftoj Filla, remolna tn Londouderr; i William M^ «te 
nmrriod Judilh Nojrca, and Urea in LoaMiMulcrrj, an th« 
homoslpiid : and Jiuio F., wito ia unmarried. 

John Ilolmcft, llic oldest son of ThotnAs, waa onUinnI M 
cidur oT llio I'rcsbj'iorian cliurch in Loiidondcrrjr, ta tSZT, 
Mid still officiaKn in Uuu seMJon. lie liu Soar cUUra 
living, tlircc KHi* iind onti dniigliicr. Jmnea, hi* ultal mb, 
grtuliinlci) M DoHmouik College, 1836, i 
'riitologicul Seminary 1841. He marrwl Hiaa J 
liuniK, or Milfun), in 1841. lu 1842, lie was o 
initaJlcd pastor of llie I'rvsbyieriun diurcli in WaUriowa, 
Ohiu llu resigned liis ctiorgv in ikat place, in 1846, n4 
•Aer supplying llio diurcJ) nnd eociely in Auburn, N. It- 
thrco yean, wo* iii*inlli.-d {Mulur of tti&l diurcli, DecenAcf 
», 1849. 

Caroline, dttuglitcr of elder Jolin Holmes, was nuurted, 
May, 1849, lo Itev. Williajn Miirdock, of Candia, N. IL 

yAMILT or JOUM HACK. 

JoilK Hack and laabelU Brown, hia wife, came btm 
Londondeny, Ireland, in 1732, and aeltled near tba liM tt 
the ReT. Dr. Morritoo's meeting-bouse, in tha Weat I^riafc, 
where he died, in 1753, at the age of fifty-Ava. Ifis widow 
lived until about the year 1770. Their diildna wan 
WilliB&^ Janet, John, Robert, Martha, Eliiabeth, Audi**, 
and DanicL 

William remained in Ireland until he arrived at the ago 
of Iwenty-one years, when, coming to America, be «iliM«d 
aa a wldier in the " Frencb war," and marrying Uaiy 
Hylands, he resided at Amherst, N. H., and aubseqaeatly 
at Loadooderry, Vu Ilia children were Ma^[aret, Jcte, 
Oliver, Nat»ui, Buth, Janet, Andrew, Elijah, Haij, Jaaei 



OKKBALOOIOAL 8KBT0HB8, 279 

and Jesse. Descendants of this family reside in Wasliing- 
ton county, N. Y. 

Jixnel was bom upon the ocean, and became the wife of 
Henry Campbell, long a resident of Londonderry, but who, 
afler her death, in 1778, removed to Fletcher, Yt, where he 
died, in 1813. Cliildrcn: John, James, William, Nancy, 
Daniel, and Mary. Descendants of the Campbell family 
reside at Uenniker, Walpole, and Kcene, N. H., and in 
Northern Vermont. 

Johi married Margaret Nichols, and lived and died :at 
Newbury, Mass., leaving no children. 

Robert and Elizabeth Ewins, his wife, settled in Leicester, 
Yt Their children were John, Nancy, James, Susan, 
Andrew, and Elizabeth, descendants of whom now reside in 
Western New York. Robert Mack was a soldier in the 
revolutionary war. 

MarUia married William Moor, of Londonderry. Her 
children were James, John, William, Hannah, Henry, Janet, 
Andrew, and Daniel. 

Elizabeth married James Smith, of Bedford, N. H. About 
the year 1790, Smith removed to Marietta, Ohio, with a 
family of eight children, as follows: Benjamin, Mary, 
Betsey, Catherine, Martha, Jane, James, and John. The 
descendants of this family are numerous in the counties of 
Washington and Meigs, Ohio, bearing the names of Smith, 
BusscU, Cooke, Stowe, etc. 

Andrew^ who married Elizabeth, daughter of Robert 
Clark, resided in Londonderry, where he died in 1820, aged 
seventy-two years. His wife died in 1830, at the age of 
eighty-two. Their children were as follows : Jane, who died 
at Londonderry, in 1 850, aged seventy-four ; Letitia, who 
died at Londonderry, in 1849, aged seventy-one; Elizabeth, 
wiio married David Stiles, and resided at Lyndcborough, 
N. II. ; John, who married Phebe Goodrich, and subse- 
quently Hannah Abbott, and resided at Amherst, N. H. ; 



t4k4 -m 1811;* 
ri»AAm»C^A,mU &mi M l iiliiliii j ; iiftiii.< 
HwrrW Maria ItofM. m4 Ra«B M G^MM^ at ■. a 

ft^l. N. fl. 

AmiW tnMTwd M— ejlhlw^— 4iMiml— l^B^M 

omnir, N. y. Jlii OMnm mv* CTuI rti. S>tfc>J^ 

Nall^ltJ. Manila. JoU, UmmLmA Am. Tte Jmr 
W.U uf liuicl Mack an iiimi iwi ia C^Cai ISmm T^ 
lMrii>B iLe nama of Hack, Hal 



rAMiLr ur javi 

R«r. Jahu MAcGaimoB. the irrt mn i mB r af f mIm 
dorrji nuniul Marioii Caqpl, ia LoM^fJ u iy, InA^i^ m 
Ocbibcr, 17DC. Hi* cbildnm >«r« Robal, IWJ,lltoi<, 
>Fmui, Alcuuidur, M1U7, Klizalicili, Ma/putt. Jal^ ami 
■fiun«*( of wliuai feven tttrrlvixi liim. W« Imitc ■• fm- 
tlculan i/f lli« liUiuty oT thcac duUnai, wiik tbe exoftiia 
uT Ihtvld, wlw wu iIm flr«t miuUlcr in tlta WoA l^chk 
qT I.oniloiMlorr)'. 

Ukv. David MacUrboor manied Uij Baj^^laij, 
wIm*, linving been k-ft ao orpLan when in carif U^ waa 
bniiiglit u|> bj' liif motliisr. Slie was [iihiiimi il «f e 
alilu iiru|M:i1jr, nnil wm dialioguiahed for ber p 
■net: oiiil occompliahmonU. Mr. MacGregor died Umj 30^ 
1777, aged aixlj-eigbt. His wife Hirrived him, and died 
Seplvnibtir 26, 1793,- ngod tovcnty. Tliej had »m dul- 
tlrvM, H fullowa: — 

Davit/, wbo died in iafancj'. 

JtobtTi, wlio morriwl ICtJzubcilt, dnugliter of Gcnenl 
Uwrgo Itvid, and Mslltcd at first in Guffdlown, N. II. II« 
wni u man of fine natural enilowmentd, and of great excel- 
Ivnco of ubamclcr. IIo was quite n young man at the ooai> 
monccrncnt of Ibe revolutionary iilruggic, but Ite Ttdunteerad 
lii» fervivoc, and, in 1 777, juined tliu lrou[>3 roualervd in New 
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Hampshire, under the oommand of General Stark ; and was 
appointed by that officer to act as his aid-de-camp, which 
office he filled at the surrender of Burgojne. He was 
very energetic as a merchant and man of business. As an 
instance of tlie latter trait of character, it maj be mentioned, 
that he was the projector and the principal proprietor of the 
first bridge which crossed the Merrimack river, on the site 
now occupied bj the old central bridge of the Amoskeag 
Company, the abutments and some of the piers of which 
were used in the erection of the present bridge. Many, in 
those days, were entirely incredulous as to the practicability 
of the enterprise. Among these was Mr. MacGregor*s neigh- 
bor, General Stark, who lived on the opposite bank of the 
river, and who remarked to him, *• Well, Robert, you may 
succeed ; but when the first passenger crosses over, I shall 
bo ready to die." In sixty-five days, however, from the 
time when the first stick of timber used in its construction 
was felled in the forest, the bridge was open for passengers, 
and Greneral Stark lived many years to cross and recross it 
It was called MacGregor's bridge, from its prejccter and 
builder. Mr. I^IacGrcgor was also one of the original pro- 
prietors and directors of the Amoskeag canal, one of the 
earliest works of that nature in this country. He resided 
in Gofidtown many years, and his farm, on the Merrimack, 
embraced a large portion of the lands and water-power 
now owned by the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company. 
He subsequently removed to Ncwburyport^ where he en^* 
gaged in commerce, but finally returned to reside in Lon- 
donderry, his native town, where he died, September 16, 
1816, aged sixty-seven. He had nine children; namely, 
David, George, Maria, Eliza, Robert, James, Mary Anne, 
John, and Daniel. 

David pursued a collegiate course, and graduated at 
Dartmouth College, 1774. He entered the army of the 

24* 
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Revolution, and held the oflice of captain. lie afterword:! 
engaged in the business of teaching. 

James settled in Londonderry, and married Margaret 
Holland, a daughter of Colonel Stephen Holland. He 
opened a stoi*e, which ho continued for many years, at the 
same time improving a valuable farm, which ho received 
from his father. He was, in the earlier part of his life, mucli 
engaged in public business, sustaining not only the office of a 
magistrate, but various offices of the town ; and was for some 
years a representative in the General Court. He possessed 
superior abilities, and a well-cultivafed mind ; he died, 
lamented by a large circle of connections and acquaintances, 
June 23, 1818, aged seventy. His wife died in December, 
174G, aged eighty-eighth He had six children; namely, 
Daniel, James, Stephen, Jane, Mary, and Nancy. 

Mlizaheth, 

Margaret^ who married James Rogers. 

Mary Anne, who married James Hopkins. 

Jane, who married Robert Hunter. 

Mary, who married Robert Means, of Amhei*st, N. H. 
She possessed, with many excellent qualities, traits of char- 
acter similar to those of her father; and tliix>ugh a long life 
of active usefulness, was particularly distinguished for her 
generous benevolence and hospitality. She united to gentle- 
ness, refinement and kindness of manners, great energy and 
decision of character. It is related of her, that when a girl 
of fifteen, and while visiting her brother Robert, who then 
resided at Goffstown, she and her biolher were walking ono 
day, on the banks of the Merrimack, looking nt the fulls. 
Robert, by way of bravado, and to startle and astonish her, 
stepped upon a stick of timber, ])olisliod by the dashing 
waters, which lay across the falls in such a manner as to 
allow those who had strong; heads and steady nerves to pass 
over. When he was nearly across, he glanced around, and, 
to his utter astonishment, bclieUl her also in the act of cross- 
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ing, with her high-fieeled shoes.* lie dared not speak to her, 
but once safely across, he would not permit her to return in 
that manner, but procured a boat, in which tliey recrossed 
the river. She died in Boston, January 14, 1838, at the 
advanced age of eighty-five. Iler husband, Robert Means, 
was of Scotcli descent, and came from the north of Ireland 
when a youth, in company with his friend and cousin, 
Jacob McGaw. They at first settled in Merrimack, N. H., 
and were for a time cotniected in business. On a separa- 
tion, ;Mr. Cleans removed to Amher;?t. " They both became 
wealthy merchants, rnnkcd among the most influential citi- 
zens in the county, and were the fathers of highly intelli- 
gent and respectable families." 

FAMILY OP ALEXANDER M*COLLOM. 

Alexander McCoLLO>r, with his wife, Janet, came 
from Londonderry in Ireland, and settled in this town, about 
1730. Ilis children were Alexander, Thomas, Jean (after- 
wards Brewster), Robert, Archibald, John, and Janet (after- 
wards Gordon). 

Of these, Robert retained the homestead, and in 17G7, 
married Martha Beattie. By her he had twelve children : 
Archibald, Aloxaiuler (who died at two yeara of age), 
William, Jenny, Alexander, Fanny, Robert, John, Lydia, 
Jonathan, Elizabeth, and ^Martha. • Of these, John, with 
certain abatements, retained the homestead. AAer a few 
years, his right was transferred to Messrs. Robert and Jon- 
athan McCollom ; the latter of whom survives, and with his 
three sisters, Lydia, Elizabeth B., and Martha, still retain pos- 
session. Of the family of Robert the elder, four — Archibald, 
Alexander, Jenny, and John — removed early from this 
town. They were all married, and with a single exception, 
have families, scattered through the New P^ngland, Middle, 

♦ It wrt!? fusliioiuiblc, in lliosc dnys, for Inilics to wcnr "liocfl with 
hcols from three to fuiir inches in height. 
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iMi TTlll I » States The rc»l of the fninil/ reouin gn tbc 
bODMtMd, CxoL'jit Robert, irlto Intel/ ilcccoMnl. 

Of ibe (lesccndonls of tlie first fnniilj' nho Ic-A ibetr Batire 
place, liiilo U knuwn; and io of tLe Tauiilj of Bokert 
McCallom, beycnd ibo^e &U11 rediliug in lawn. Tbcir 
DUDcs, or erea their number, is not accuntuly aHcnftiae^ 
They arc or kat-e been engaged in ParicKU kintU of busiDtti j 
MMne ar« nicrchaats, some mecbonicd, anil otkera (itmcrL 
Two are clcigymcn ; of wb<mi one i» tite Iter. Junta T- 
McCoUoia, ut (itvat KalU, H. !{. 

Of the Imindcr of tho fiuniljr in (hie country lillte I* 
Riiwnibcivi]. An intereMing Joi-uuieiil 13 inserted ia Utt 
Appendix, Irving bia warmnt OS ooileclor of pim«h uzo. 
Of Ilia fiuhcr nuUiing is known, vxi:i?{>( u tradition that be, 
among olliurs, was Eorvt]' {tressed witli famine in the well- 
known tiege of Londonduirj in Ireland, and (hat, ia the 
extremity of bia hunger, he gave (he sum uf iwenly-five 
cents for tlie head of a cait. This was on the daj (he Slounl- 
joj reached llic dty with provbtons fur their relief. Of the 
family living in town, it is worthy of notiov, that it is one of 
the few that retain Ibe Eum firat cleared up fron Om «%• 
inal fweat bj their progenitor of the same name. 

FAHILT OF JAUKS h'KXKK. 

The ancestor of the HcKeens, was James KcKeea, who 
lived in the north of Ireland. He was a staundi PnitestaM, 
and look an active part in thedefence of Ihc dij at Timwiwi 
derr^. lie hod llircc sons ; James, John, and WilliaB. 
James, the son, was twice married, and liod in all twenty-oae 
children, not one half of whom are known lo have arrived at 
the age of maturity. By his first wife, Janet Oodumn, k 
had two daughlei^ ; Elizabeth, wlio married in Ireland lamrn 
Nesmitli, whose descendants are menltoned in the notice of 
the family of Jomca Nesmith, and Janet, who married Jok 
Cochran, of Windham, N. U^ and had a daughter Rli»^ ^Miih_ 
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who became the wife of William Dinsmoor^and the mother of 
Robert Dinsmoor, the " Rustic Bard," and of tlie late Gover- 
nor Samuel Dinsmoor, of Kecnc, N. II. John, the son of 

James IMcKocn the elder, married Janet , and had four 

children ; James, Robert, Samuel, and Mary. William, the 
son of James IVIcKcen, the elder, was a respectable farmer. 
James and John were partners, resided at Ballymonj, and 
being successful in busin(*ss, were, for those limes, compara- 
tively wealthy. James !McKecn the younger, with his second 
wife, Annis Cargil, and his children, came to this country in 
the emigration of 1718, of which enterprise he was one of the 
principal originators. lie was accompanied by his son-in- 
law, James Nesinith, and by liev. James MacGregor, who 
had married Marion Cargil, a sister of his wife, Annis Car- 
gil. His brother John intended to emigrate with him, 
but died a short time previous to the embarkation. John's 
widow, Janet, and her four children, however, came with 
the other emigrants. 

Jamks M'Krrn, or Justice McKeen, as he was usually 
called, he being the first magistrate commissioned in the town 
after his settlemcMit,* was a man of probity, ability, and intel- 
ligence, and was active and influential in the settlement of 
Londonderry, lie was bom in the ye^ir 1GG5, and was of 
course fif>y-three years of age at the time of the emigration. 
He died at I^ondonderry, November 9, 175G, in the ninetieth 
year of his age ; and being more than any other man the 
patriarch of the colony, he was as such universally honored 
afid lamented. His widow, Annis Cargil, a lady of excellent 
chanicter, survived him many years, and died Aug. 8, 1782, 
in the ninety-fourth year of her age. He had by his second 
wife nine children; namely, John, Mary, David, James, 
Janet, Martha, Margaret, Annis, and Samuel. 

John was bom at Ballymony in the county of Antrim, in 
Ireland, April 13, 1714. He was an elder of the Presby- 

* A copy uf Justice McKccn*:! commission is inserted in the Ap- 
pendix. 
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tarim dumb ia LoodoBfaiy, was a miiiMiMiiiiii k 
l^gidiOiimp and held twimm otker cMl oaeas inlte 
He mwried Mmj MdCoM, daughlMr of liM 
bad a hrge fimily of cUldrao m Mkm%z 1. 



boraigfa^ttid dted ia 1789. Hewas the fitflMr af 
Larl McKeca, who amr lifes al FkhkOl Laadi^^ 
Co. N. Y^ althe a^Q oTc^falj-Chrae yaan. JMc* 
raaored finom New Hampshire to the Slata af Mew Ym/k, 
aboat the year 1790^ aad lor. twcatf-8va jeai% 
mercaalile hiwineM ip Poaghhee|wie. Ha wai ftr 
yean Jodge of the Ooait of Ooauaoa Plea% aad haa hrii 
Tarioos other offioea of tmit. 2. Mia, who aiaiiiad Jhart 
Taylor, daughter of Joho Taykr of L o nd oa J e n jf > Ha m 
aergeant io Oaptaio DaaM ReyaoU^s eoaipaaj^aHhahiiHi 
of BeooinatOBy aad waa afterwaida pnaaoted to tika laakef 
ei^fitaio. He died m 1807. He had fear aoaa aad Ikea 
dangfaten^ none of whom Mmrive ezeepi JaaMB MclTtffa, 
Esq^ counsellor at law in the city of New York. 8. Robert, 
who nuurieil Mary McPhenon,and settled in Antrim, N. if. 
He subsequently removed to Corinth, Vt^ and died in 1809, 
leaving one son, Joseph McKeen, who is superintendent of 
the public schools in the city of New York. 4. William, who 
married Nancy Taylor, another daughter of John Taylor, 
and settled in Windham, N. H. lie was a volunteer in the 
army of the Revel ution« He had six children, and died 
in 1824. 5. Annis, who was unmarried. C. Joseph, aome- 
time pastor of a church in Beverly, Mass., and afterwards 
the first president of Bowdoin College, in Brunswick, Me., 
imd of whom an extended notice has been givcsn. He had 
three sons ; Josepli, long treasurer of Bowdoin College ; 
James, a medical professor in that institution, and John, who 
is a graduate of that college, and resides in BrunawidL. 7. 
8. Janet and Dmiiel, who were twins. Janet married John 
Taylor, Jr., and had five children. Daniel lOarried Jaael 
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Wilson, and afterwards Lucy Martin, widow of John Nes- 
mith of Windham, and had four or five children, and lived 
in Londonderry, upon the homestead. 9. Samuel, who mar- 
ried Betsey Taylor, and afterwards Mary Clark, and had 
several cliildrcn. 

Mary niarncd Ilobcrt Boyd. They lived in Londonderry, 
but had no children. 

JameSj bom April, 1719, married Elizabeth Dinsmoor, 
settled in Londonderry, and had two children ; a son David, 
and a daughter, who died in childhood. His wife died at 
the age of twenty-seven, and he did not marry again. 
About the close of the revolutionary war, he removed to 
Corinth, Yt., where he died in 1794, aged seventy-five. His 
son David married Margaret McPherson for his first wife, 
and settled in Corinth, Yt. By her ho had twelve children, 
namely ; James, Elizabeth, Daniel, Folly, David, John, An- 
nis, Jenny, Margaret, Silas, Robert, and another daughter. 
Tlicse children, or their descendants of tlio next gene- 
ration, have settled in Yermont, New Hampshire, Maine, 
Now York, Canada West, Michigan, and Ohio. One 
of the sons. Rev. Silas McKecn, has been for many years 
pastor of a church in Bradford, Yt After the death of his 
wife, Margaret, David McKecn married Lydia Ingalls, of 
Methuen, Mass., by whom he had two children, Lydia and 
David, making fourteen in all. 

Janetf bom December 28, 1721, married William Orr, 
and had three children, James, Anno, and a daughter who 
married Timothy Carr, one of the first settlers of the town of 
Danville, Yt. 

Martha married John Dinsmoor, and had several children, 
among whom was Silas, who was for a long time employed 
by the United States Grovcmment, as Indian agents 

But little is known respecting David^ Marfforetp Annit^ 
and Samttely children of Justice McKeen, and they probably 
died in early life. 



WRCMn or LraMMOWBn; 

of tW Mr¥f f M, were the tmStf 



who w iitniiiig t» MMgfff witk lyia, hi diad Mow tht 
— hoiiilinn His widow €M0C» oo hio olraodj hoe 
hriogiag with her three cob% JeiMSi BobeH, and 
her iafaiil daoghler Mofjyflii had m hUoT Ind 
She nitiofiinrtty Murried O^ptaia John BaneU, who 
the eailj oettlefft of the Iowa, 
oettkd hi Hilbhoraech, N. IL He had dddic^ 
thoa a do^ghter IsabdL Sone of hio pootcritf 
were rrowKag ia Decriai^ N. K, aol Maajr jean mg^ 

Xuhti m laid la haTO oettkd ia FteBojlnuBHu He wai 
eafgag e d ia the Freaeh aad ladaa wan» mod wao pnaaoled 
la the laah of m^, bat haTiag beea tahea prioooer, he wai 
pat to death ia a Moot cvad aauaer. 

Sammtl lettled hi Aahunt, N. H. He had fajhiswiib 
Agaeo» a aameroao fiuaitjr, ai ftlbwo: 1. IIiigli» who mm 
kOled bj the Indrnm ia the old Preach war. 2. Jbha. who 
was massacred bj tho ImiianSy at the taking of Fort Wilfiaoi 
Henry, in tlic same war. 'The/ studL hb flcath full of pitch- 
pine «kewen)y luul burned him to tkatli. 3. Itobcrt, who 
settled at Cherry Valley, N. Y., and became a ** captain of 
renown." lie was killetl by the Indians in the battle of 
Wyoming, Penn. lie liad a son Robert, the father of Sam- 
uel McKeen, United States senator from Pennsylvania. 4. 
James, who nuirried and settled in Amherst, N. II. 5. 
Samuel, who nmrricd a daughter of Hugh Graham, of 
Windham, N. II. He lived for a time at Amherst, after- 
wards at Windham, and subsequently removed to Btilfast, 
Me., and was a deacon of the church there. He had several 
children. G. William married Ann Graham, settled in 
Deering, N. II., and had cloven children, among wliom was 
William McKeen, Jr., a member of the New IIam|)shire 
senate in the years 1811 and 1845. Some of liis sons aei- 
tied in Nashua, N. II. 
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Bamucl McKccn had also four claiiglitcrs, Mary, Martha, 
Agnes, and Jane ; making in all a family of ten children. 

William McKern, brother of Justice McKeen, bom in 
Ireland in 1704, came to America eight or ten years aAer 
the emigration of 1718, and settled in Pennsylvania. Among 
his grandsons was Thomas McKcan, signer of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, and for nine years governor of Penn- 
sylvania. 

FAMILY OF JOHN BIORRISOK. 

There were two individuals of the name of John Morri- 
son among the early settlers of Londonderry. The first 
was one of tlie original sixteen settlers, and was father of 
Jonathan Morrison, the first male child bom in the town, 
lie emigrated from the nortli of Ireland, and was nine years 
of ago at the time of tlio siege of tlie citjf^f Londonderry. 
Ilis father's family, including himself, were of the number 
who were driven, in pursuance of the barbarous order of 
Rosen, under the walls of the city. He was admitted within 
the walls, where he remained until the city was relieved. 
About the year 1759, ho removed to Peterborough, N. H., 
and was one of the early settlers of that town. He died in 
1776, at the age of ninety-seven. No information respecting 
his descendants, sufllcicnt for a connected sketch, has been 
received. Among them, however, are the names of Hon. 
Jeremiah Smith, of Exeter, N. II., Rev. John H. ]){[orrison, 
of Milton, Mass., and Hon. Greorge W. Morrison, of Man- 
chester, N. H. * 

The other John Morrison emigrated from the north of 
Ireland to Londonderry, seven or eight years afler the first 
bCttlcmcnt He had two sons and one daughter, as follows : 

Samttel, whose children were William, Samuel, Joseph, 
John, Thomas, Katherine, Jane, and Mary. 

Joseph, whose children were Abraham, John, Joseph, Sam- 
uel, Jonathan, Ji^, Hannah, Mary, and Ann. 

25 
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ITinmah, wbo ituirriod Itolfcrl CleiMlcmin, and liad ««m 
diildnui 1 uoiaclf , Jcttm, Willvuu, lL>t>ert, Attdnnr, DeUay, 
Uary, and Nadc/. I 

FAKILr OF JAMES XKSUITII. V 

Jamkh Nesuith emigmted froin lite voltcjr of Um river 
Bunn, ill the north of Ireliuul, to Aioeric^ in 17)6, aDd nt 
lyaib of the first aUie«a seillent of (he luwn of Lamdandeny. 
lie was one of ihc originiJ [iroprielora of the tuwiulatp, ami 
was a very rc«(>ectakle meiober of the little coloa; then 
planted. At llie orgBDJuttion of the church la ilie Wtat 
Parish, he was choscD one of its elders. He married in lie- 
land, al>out llie jeur 1714, Eliiabeili, danger of Jams 
McKeen, and had four sons and oao daughter ; uanelj, ht- 
lUur, James, John, lliomas, and Elitabeth. 

Arthur, who ^^a bora io Ireland, married, and setdod la 
the souther))' partt>f the town, and aAerwanb iiwnwKiil !• 
the Stale of Maine. He had fnnr rliililrrn . Tnmri. Tnlri. 
Benjamin, and hiary. Jiunca serveil ii> tlte amij of Ilia 
Itvvotulion, and uftcrwanls sctlkil in llic Stole of Uainc. 
John marrivd June Beit}. EaHjr iu the rcvohuknni^ atng* 
glc be enluled as a volunteer in the compnuy "———*-' 
bj Geor^ge Beid, and was at the battle of Bunko- HOL Be 
afterwards commanded a company in the Canada au r ka, 
and waa subsequently at Rlwde Island, under the mwininJ 
of General Sullivan. At the tJose of this campaign, he was 
compelled by ill health to retire from tho service. Uo grad- 
ually sunk under a lingering siclncss until after the doae of 
the war, when ho died. Captain Nesmiih was ftank and 
generous In his disposition, dignified in his manners, and wan 
dislinguisfaed fur intrepidity, activity, and muscular atreagth. 
He lell but one child, who did not long survive him. 

Jama, the second son, was bom in Ireland in 1718, juat 
before the embaHiation, or, as some have said, during the 
voyage. He served in the revolutionary^ar, and was ta 
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' Rctd's company at Bunker Hill. lie settled in the northern 
part of Londonderry, and had six cliildrcn, as follows : 1. 
James, who married Martha McCluer, and was an elder in 
the church in the West Parish. 2. Jonathan, who married 
Eleanor Dickey, and removed In 1778 to Antrim. He was 
one of the first ciders in the church in that town, and was 
the father of George W. Ncsmith, Esq., of Franklin, N. H. 
8. Robert, who married Jane Anderson. 4. Elizabeth, who 
married James Cochran, of Windham. 5. Mary, who mar- 
ried James McCluer, of Ac worth. 6. Sarah, who married 
Daniel Anderson, of Londonderry. 

Johriy the third son, married Elizabeth Reid, sister of Gren. 
George Rcid. lie settled on the homestead, in the southerly 
part of the town, and died in 1815, aged eighty-seven. He 
had eiglit children, as follows: L James, who married Eliz- 
abeth Brewster, and settled in Antrim, where he died about 
18d0, at an advanced age. 2. Arthur, who married Mary 
Duncan, and settled in Antrim, but afterwards removed to 
the State of Ohio, where he died. 3. John, who was bom 
in 17G6, on the homestead, where he resided until his death, 
which occurred in 1844. He married for his first wife, 
Susan Ilildreth, by whom he had eight children ; namely, 
John P., Isabella A., Susan H., Samuel II., James P., Mary, 
Thomas, and Elizabeth. For his second Wife, he married 
Lydia Sargeant, by whom he had two sons, Albert S., and 
Charles E. 4. Ebenezer, who married Jane Trotter. 5. 
Thomas. 6. Elizabeth, who married Dea. James Pinkerton. 
7. Mary, who married John Miltimore, and now resides at 
Reading, Pa. 8. Jane, who married Hugh Anderson. 

ThomaSy the fourth son, was bom in 1731. He married 
Annis Wilson, and settled in Windham, near the south line 
of Londonderry. He had three children, as follows: 1. 
John, who married Lucy Martin, and had nine children ; 
namely, Jacob M., Thomas, Elizabeth, John, James W., 
Lucy, Annis, George R., and Jonathan W. 2. Elizabeth, 

m 
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wlio mAi-riud Jonaihan WulWe, nod removed to tte G 
New York, wlierc she divii. 3. TIhkbu, who dial W ii 

TLu dcsceodunU of Eliler Jmdc* Nesnuth are ray ^^- 
meroiu, mul am, wiUi few exeeptkos, nhnbla ■iwti ii *t 

TOE PATTER90K rAHILTKS. 

Pktkk PxTTKitsoN ctune from tlie puidh of Pijf ithml. 
town of Glenlnce, couulj of Antrim, Irclaad, kboui ibe j«sr 
1730, and purehtued tbc farm now owned aoil oocupwd Uj 
C^loin 'niomaa PnUcr»on, of Londondcny. lie mamcd m 
1742, GriMjr WiUon, dangliter of Tbomns WiUcA, of tlte 
Donblo Rnnge. The^ Iiad three song ; liubert, TImmms, anJ 
John : and five dnughtcn ; llocliel, Slu^ant, Sarmh, Gntaj, 
Bed Elizabeili, w)ta ore lUl dead. 

Robtri murriud Susan Miller, luid sellJed in New BoatoB. 
Tlioy )ind two eons, Julin and Souuel. Tlte farmcf Utcs en 
Uie ItanitMleud, and lUe lader resides in Erie ouuntjr, Poul 
TXxey luid live diuiglilurs, all of wliom were uiurricd. 

Tfiomiu uiurriud Klixal>«iL WuJfaco, tluuglOer of Jaooei 
and llJni7 Wullaco, in 1775. Tlie/ Lad twelve duUrco, 
all of wliom except one son, wlio died ininfunr]r,lived to aJiih 
age and were settled in life. Nine still enrvive. 1. Gri^ef, 
tlie eldest, married David Bamel. S. James married Hannak 
Hughes, of Windluun. 3. Peter married Marj Wall^x^ 
daughter of Judge Wallitce, of tiennikcr. 4. Robert mv- 
ried Esther S[)aulding, of Hudson, b. Maij married Alm- 
hom McNdl, and removed lo Antrim, vrliere idu! died of tiM 
spotted I'uver, in 181:^. fi. Margaret mnnicd faamwcl 1^. 
Taj'lor. 7. Thomas married Ilunuah, a daughter of John 
Duncan, and lives on the original homestead. 8. WilUaK 
married Lucinda Gregg, of Dcrry. 9. EliKahell) mairied 
Willimn Duncan, Esq., of Candia. 10. Jenn; mairied Dr. 
Augustus Frank, of Warsaw, N. Y. II. GecH^ W. mar- 
ried Ilannali, a daughter of John DJckej, Esq. Iq 1815, 
William, being then a young man, went into the Stale of 
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New York, and comnieiiced the business of making and 
vending fanning-mills, which had been recentlj patented. 
He was quite successful, and, in 1818, was joined bj his 
brother George W., who was some years younger than him- 
self. Though they were favored with a common school 
education only, and engaged in mechanical business, yet such 
was their force of character, such their correctness of prin- 
ciple and of conduct, and such their enterprise, that they not 
only succeeded in accumulating a large property, but secured 
the confidence of the communities in which they resided. 
They were elected to offices of trust and responsibility, and 
became members of the legislature of the State for successive 
years. In 1836, William was chosen member of Congress, 
from the district composed of the county of Grenesee, but 
while at Washington, in 1838, he was seized with illness, 
from which he never recovered. Although able to reach home, 
he died August 14, 1838, aged forty-nine. George W., afler 
having been a member of the assembly six years, was chosen 
speaker, which office he held two years. In 1846, he was 
elected a member of the convention to revise the constitu- 
tion. In 1848, he was chosen lieutenant-governor, which 
office he still holds. About 1829, Robert and Peter also 
removed to the State of New York, and settled in the 
vicinity of their brothers, who had preceded them. Peter 
Patterson, Esq., who had represented his native town iy 
General Court, and sustained various public offices, was, 
soon after his settlement in New York, elected a representa- 
tive to the State Assembly for the years 1833 and 1834. In 
1842, he was appointed one of the judges of the county court, 
for thd term of five years. 

John married Jane Wilson, of Windham, and had one son, 
Peter, who removed to Chillicothe, Ohio, about 1810, was 
for many years clerk of Ross county, and, up to the time of 
his death, 1845, was one of the magistrates of the city. 
He Icfl several sons, one of whom is a clergyman of the 

26« 
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Melbodiat Jenomination. Tbe widoir of Jofan 

married DeftciH) James Aiken, of Laodooderrj, and wmm A* 

nwlher of C&puiit Maihaakl Aikeo. 

JtaeM rauiried Wiaism UiNcU, and skilled tn New Dm- 
ton. Tlicj' had ibrcc tota and t)m« doogfaters. 

MargarH married Tbootaa lluluxa, of Loodondenj. 
Thuj had UiirliM:n children, leTUral uf itlioin uQl reaid« >■ 
Dtirrjr and Luadonderrjr. 

Sarah marriod Tlioiuaa Ud«ndjr, and sdtleJ in Amhfut, 
N. IL TliH/ had five »iwa aiut oue daugLter ; two of ik 
Miu are dead ; <hi« lives iu SptiogHeld, IlliDoio, one at Qa- 
cituuUi, Ohio, and one too and the daughter are on tbe Timwi 
elead at Ambcret. 

Gritty marriod John Bums, and eettled in UilTord, N. H. 
They had two &oiu and one daughter. 

EUzabttk married Daniel Rums, and ako settled in Uil- 
ford. They had Ave Bona and one daugliier. 

WiLLiiu Patterson, tlie brother of I'eter, came fram 
Irtluiid lu IxiiKluiiiliirry altout tli« year 1724, and settled oo 
I>ul(L'r»ii'» Hill, iifk-rwai-da Smith'a IIJIL He Lad fire suu 
and several danghleia. 

Jokn settled ou tli« Clicstnat llillt, Amhent. Hit 
dang^ilar Elisabeth married Phineai Aiken, of Bedfivd. 

Robert settled in New BoMon. 
^ POer married a daugfalerof John Bell, £aq, and aettled in 
Go&town. 

Adam married and settled in the State of Maine. 

David married a daughter of Silas Bellon, Eaq^ of Wind- 
ham, and settled in Temple, but afterwardd remored lo 
Francestown. The inTormalion vhich has been obtained of 
this branch of the Patteraon Tamil)' is very limited. 

John Patterson, the grcat-grandrather oi Peter aod Wil- 
liam, who come to this country, removed from ArgyUslure in 
Scotland lo Ireland about one hundred yean before the emi- 
grKlion of his descendants to America. 
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FABULT OF JOHN PINKERTON. 

The ancestor of this family, John Pinkerton, came from 
the county of Antrim, in the north of Ireland, to this town, 
in 1724. He settled upon a farm in the West Parish of 
Londonderry, and died in 1780, at the age of eighty. He left 
five sons; David and John, who were bom in Ireland, 
Matthew, Samuel, and James ; and four daughters ; Mary, 
Elizfibcth, who married Deacon James Aiken, Racliel, and 
Jane, who married Deacon David Brewster. 

Of David and Samuel we have no particular information. 

MaUhew lived and died in Londonderry. He had three 
sons ; the late Lieutenant John Pinkerton, who held for some 
years ofBces of tiiist in the town, and was the father of 
George W. Pinkerton, Esq., of Manchester, N. 11., James, 
who resides in Derry, and David, who settled in Boscawen. 

A brief sketch of John, the second son, and ofJameSj the 
youngest, has been already given. They were benefactors 
to the town, and deserve to be had in remembrance. The 
followinff is a brief genealogical statement of their fam- 
ilies:^ 

Major John Pinkerton married, for his first wife, Rachel 
Duncan, by whom he had five children; namely, Polly, 
Naomi, Betsey, John, and Esther. Polly married Alex- 
ander MacGregor, and had one child, John P., who was 
adopted by Major Pinkerton. 

For his second wife, he married Polly Tufls, but had no 
children by her. 

Deacon James Pinkerton married, for his first wife, 
Elizabeth Nesmith, daughter of John Nesmith, by whom he 
had six children, as follows: Isabella and James, both of 
whom died in infancy; Betsey, who married John Aiken, 
son of Deacon Nathaniel Aiken, and died in 1837 ; Jane, 
who married Joshua Aiken, brother of John Aiken ; Mary 
B., who married Captain William Choate, and Clarissa, who 
married Robert E. Little. 
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Deacon Pinki-rlon inarricd, for b'te mcooiI wife, Sanfa 
Wallace, tlaiiglilcr of SnmiK^I Wiillacc, and lij her liad four 
children, as Ibllnwa: It(!b«!c«.'n W^ wUo murricil l*«rktii9 A. 
IIotlg«; FnutcU C, who wHrric*! Hon. Lutber V. Bull ; 
Duvid n., wlio married Ellxabelh Aiken, sod Jolia M^«l» 
is a counsellor at law, and resides In Doaloa, Uius. 

PAiaLT OF nOGH BANKW. I 

In llui your 1732, llircc jenrd after tlic settlement to l4n> 
doiiilerrj' wns eommeiictMl, IluoD U.iNtciN arrived Kiib Uf 
familjr from the couiily of Antrim, in Ireland. lie haA 
nine duugUt«r4 and no sou; cnnscqucnUy (base wbi> have 
borne iLat oanie in iLu town during souiu paal genefs- 
tiona, wore not desceodcd from him ; nor did ihey MMUB 
any relation whatever to his fiimily. lie was a man oTbir 
CbrislioQ charader, wks iiiflueuliol in promoting (he proi- 
perity of the gelUcment, and snaioioed for some yeora the 
office of ruling cider in the First Presbyterian diurch. Hit 
numerous family of daughters were dJDtingiiislicd for Uieir 
personal a|ipeurance, and for lUcir ucconipli^limeota. Th^ 
oil became nieiiibers of the clinrch, and examples oTChri*- 
tiaa piety and virtue. They were all respectably oiarrie^ 
excepting the youngest, who died in early life. 

The eldeU married Hugh Stirling, whose desoendantB an 
in the State of Mai ne. The leamd married Wiiliom Gregg. 
The lAird married John Gregg. The/iwrtA married Allen * 
Anderson, and bad no offspring. The JiftA married Janm 
Cochnui, wliose descendants now live in many parts of Iba 
country. The tixlh married Mr. Clyde, of Windham, and 
bad a numerous family. The tevenlA married John Crombic, 
Irom whom descended all of that name in this part of the 
• country. Tlie eighth married a Mr. Itogcrs, who rcmored 
into the Slate of Maine, where their deacendonts still live. 

The posterity of this family of the early settlers became 
very numerous, and are extensively dispersed tliroagfaoat 
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the land ; and in most instances are known to have proved 
valuable members of the community. 

FAMILY OF JAMES REID. 

Among the first settlers of Londonderry, was James 
Reid, a native of Scotland, and a graduate of the Universitj 
of Edinburgh. He took an active and conspicuous part in 
the earl J organization of the (own, and in the direction of its 
councils. lie was a man who added to an accomplished 
mind, all those traits of character which go to constitute an 
influential and useful member of society. He was a member 
of the session of the church in the West Parish, during the 
ministry of Rev. David MacGregor, and died in November, 
1765, aged sixty. His widow, Mary, died February, 1775, 
aged seventy-six. His childi*en were 

JElizabeth, who mamed John Nesmith, and whose children 
are mentioned in the notice of the family of James Nesmith. 

John, who died February, 1803, aged fifly-eight 

Cfeorgcy who married Mary Woodbum, and of whom a 
notice has already been given. He had five children, as 
follows : 1. Elizabeth, his eldest child, married Robert Mac- 
Gregor, son of Rev. David MacGregor. She died in March, 
1847, at the advanced age of eighty-one, highly respected 
and esteemed in the wide circle of her acquaintance. 
2. James, for many years of the eminent banking-house of 
Brown, Reid, and Co., of Lisbon, Portugal, died in London, 
Blay, 1827, aged sixty. 8. Mary, who married the late 
Hon. Samuel Dinsmoor, formerly governor of New Hamp- 
shire, and father of the present governor. She died at 
Kecne, June, 1834, at the age of sixty-four. 4. John, who 
was tft many years a respectable and successful merchant 
in Philadelphia, where he died in December, 1834, aged 
sixty-three. 5. George, their youngest child, was bom Jan. 
29, 1774, and gi-aduated at Dartmouth College, in 1797, 
married Mary Borland, in 1809 ; for his second wife, he mar- 




ricd Harriet Davidson, in 1835. He enivred the prafiMoioa 
of law, nliicli he pnurliscd with miii'li success, in tlie StaU 
of Slaioe. He died in Boslou, Jiuiuar/ 30, I84S, mgci 
seven ty-four. 

FAUII.T OF UATTHEW TATLOB. 

Hattsew T*ri.OK and hb wire, Jonvt, cnam from IIm 
ricinitj' of Londoudc-rr/, Irolnnd, and setUod id TxndoM- 
dcrry (now Dorry). i» I7:i3. He liv«d oo Uto Cum now 
occupies] by ills grandiiOit, Hcm-jr l^tylor. 

Jiihu, tlicir fint cliild, wm born Seplembcr 23, 1731. oa 
their pa&sagc to America. He married Slargaret Dickcj, 
and bud live childri;!!; Uatllicw, Jamta. Jj^lyi. Janet, and 
Nancy. 1. Uattlicw married a Miss bt«K, and had fire 
children; Sumh, Joseph, Jubn,Jumea, and Oliver. 2. Jamci 
married a MUs Diukey, and )iiid three diildrca ; Margaret, 
Itocliel, and William. 3. John married J«n<-4 &Ii:Keeii, 
ftnd had five children ; Anna, Margaret, John, Daniel, and 
Samuel. 4. Janet married Captain John McKiien, and 
had seven children i James, John, Joseph, Robert, Samuel 
Sarah, and JaneL 5. Nancy married Williank UcKe«n, 
and bod six diildren ; Mary, Nancy, Slargaret, John, Janet, 
and Alice. 

MaUKew, the second son, wad born October SO, 1727, nw- 
ricd, and went to' St. John's, Nova Scotia. He had Ibar 
sons ; one of ihem became a aliip-builder, and three went to 
Ohio and settled on the Sciota river. 

WiUiam was bom March 23, 1733, and married Betsey 
Grimes. Their children were Mary, John, Janet, Nanc^, 
Adam, Samuel, Sarali, and Bclfwy. 1. Mary married John 
Gregg, and went to New York. S. John married ^jfncy 
Cunningham. Their cliildi-cn were Aiken, AVIIliiun, Somud 
Fisher, Ephraim, Nancy, Mary, Sarah, EUia, and Fanny. 
3. Adam married Martha I'aul. Their children yere Jane, 
Betsey, Adam, Matthew, Claridso, Mary Ann, Uat^aret, and 
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Paul. 4. Sarah married Jolin McGrath, of Dorchester, and 
had three sons and two daughters. 5. Betsey married 
Captain James Paul. Tlieir children were Betsey, John, and 
David. Janet, Nancy, and Samuel, the remaining children 
of William^ were unmarried, and lived to be quite aged. 

David J the fourth son, was born August 10, 1735, married 
Margaret Kelsey, and had seven children : 1 . David mar- 
ried, and had two sons. 2. Robert married Dolly Colby, 
and had ten children; Anna, Lucinda) Rebecca, Robert, 
Stephen, Henry, and four who died under fifteen, and in one 
week, of spotted fever. 5. Rosa married James McNeil, 
and removed to the western part of the State. 'William, 
Betsey, Jonathan, and John, were unmarried, and died in 
the prime of life. 

Adam was bom August 15, 1737, married Mary Cunning- 
ham, and had three children: 1. Nancy married Matthew 
Anderson. Their children were Adam, John, Jane, Mary, 
Samuel, l^Iatthew, Betsey, James, and Nancy. 2. Jaffbt 
married Colonel William Adams, and had two children, 
Mary, who married Captain John Holmes, and James, who 
graduated at Dartmouth College in 1813, and died in 1817. 
3. Betsey married Samuel McKecn, brother of Joseph 
McKeen, president of Bowdoin College, and had three chil- 
dren, John, Adam, and James Orr. 

Sfimuefj the sixth son, remained on a part of the home- 
stead, having erected a house and married Sarah Fisher. 
She had one son aiid then died. Her son, Matthew, grad- 
uated at Dartmouth College in 1801, entered the ministry, 
married a Miss Fisher, and went as a*missionary to Ohio, 
where he died. Samuel married Eunice Lancaster for his 
second wife. Tliey had nine children ; Sarah, Janet, Sam- 
uel Fisher, Henry, James, Mary, and three at a birth, who 
died young. 1. Sarah married Captain John Clark, and 
had seven children ; Eliza, Mary Jane, Sarah, Noncy, Mel- 
vina, Sophia, John Newton,- and Harvey. The sons died 




io infiuir;. 3. Janet died unmairieU. 

ric«l Maipu^ Palleiacm. Ttieir children (rcr« 1 

Henry Gilnuu), EUxabetb, Jwaea, L«*cii>d«, mmI t 

wko died jwiag. 4. Il«iir7 rcsidea upon ibe J 

of hit grandfalJier, Uai(li«tr Tajrlor, and la i 

&. Jiuue* nsudtt on ft pul of tlw hcm O Bl e mi, htJtg OM «f 

Uiefomu originollj' bdooging 10 Oimnwr W«Mwert^M4 

m&rried P«r»i4 Ilempluni ibey bkn nlM ditUrra ; SihmI 

B^ Nullianitl M^ Alnum, CkixJine P^ llikrrMUo, Juoioa C, 

Saiuli J^ Mnry E^ luid EmtnA. 6. Uorj Duurivd Cftptam 

JohD Clark, tii his Becond wile, nod luul iwu duMren, 

Elviro U., nnd Clura A. ' 

SaroA, the first iluugtiler, nmrriMl D«ai.iia S*Biael FislMC, 
and luul one cldld, Smuli, wliw uiarried SaiHud, iIm uxtk Mtt 
oTUuthewTajlor. 

Jantt, the eccoiid daugbtcr, was born June 10, 1731, and 
Duuricd JoUn Anderaon. Their children were : 1. John, 
wHb married a MIm Ardiibold, and had Uiirleen chiklrm; 
Ann, John, Jane, Robert, Martha, Itetacj, Tltoiuas, Uarga- 
rel. Nullify, Eli, Suiniitrl, and two who died young, i. Mat- 
thew, married hia oousin, Nancj Taylor, whoae duUren an 
referred to in Adam Taylor's laiiulj. 3. Jan« ma rried 
David Paul, whoae children were Martha, Jama, Janet, 
John, Mary, Matthew, David, Jane, Thomai, Mai;garet, 
Nancy, and tno who died young. After Ur. Anderynli 
death, his widow married Mr. Finlay, and had two duUrai : 
1. Samuel, who married a Miss Witherspoon; and thew 
children were Jane, Robert, Joseph, John, Nancy, Faony, 
Hugh, Jesse, and Martha. 2. Hugh married Janet Coclmm, 
and had Ax. children ; Mary, Joseph, Betsey, Samud, 
Sophia, and BamctL 

John and Matthew Anderson lived in Its, VL; and 
Samuel and Hugh Finlay, in Acwortli, N. H. Nearly all 
the other families lived in Dcrry, or the vicinity. 

The grcal-gmnddiildrcn of Matthew Tatlok, aa fitr as 
known, number one hundred and thirty. 
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FAMILY OF ANDREW TODD. 

Andrew Todd arrived at Londonderry in 1720. He 
was the third son of James Todd and Rachel Nelson, both of 
whom were natives of Scotland, but emigrated to the north 
of Ireland, where all their children were bom, and had 
arrived at middle age, before the emigration to Londonderry, 
N. II. James Todd died in Ireland, but his widow removed 
with her children to New England, and died at London- 
derry* 

Alexander, the eldest brother, removed to Boston from 
Londonderry ; was married, and had three daughters, one 
of whom married a l^Ir. Houghton, and among her descend- 
ants are many persons of the name of Warren, Willis, 
Newcomh, etc. lie was a graduate of the University of 
Kdinburglu Siunuel, his brother, was also a graduate at 
Edinburgh, and resided at Boston, where he died unmarried. 
Their sister, Elizabeth, married John Bell, who emigrated 
to Londonderry, in 1720, where she died in August, 1771, 
aged eighty-two. For her descendants see the family of 
John Bell. 

Andrew Todd married Beatrix Moore, in Ireland, and 
early became a leading man in the town. He represented 
the town in the provincial legislature, and held a commis- 
sion in the French war of 1744, and again in the war of 
1755, and held the rank of colonel of the provincial levies 
at the close of his military service. He gained a high rep- 
utation by his services in those jrars, and was one of the 
marked men of his time. He had five spns and two daugh- 
ters. Towards the close of his life he removed to Peter- 
borough, where one of his sons had settled. He died at 
Peterborough, about 1778, aged over eighty years. His 
children were : — 

Alexander y who lived in Hooksett, N. II., upon a handsome 
interval on the Merrimack, now known as the Todd Farm, 

26 
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from whidi he returned la LoDdondcrry. IFc uuuTied « 
daughter of Deacon George Duncun, of Londondeny, aod 
had tvvcral diildri;n. He was a caplAin Ju 
levies, ill the hkst French war. lie died ut 
aged about sevuntjr. 

John, wlio wna drowned nl Aino«k(-jig Pnlh, aboMt 17H, 
aged ttronty-rour. 

Jam**, who r«sldi.-d at tliu bi>u«« wtiuro his rnlkcr GTed, in 
Aikeii'8 Itungo, and dim) of hcmurrliagc uf tli« lungs. 

Andrew, who died uumairieJ, a^d eevoiily. 

A dtnyfhUr, who married a Mr. Uiller. 

Haekd, who married Moses Uorriiion. of PilerbaroagU. 

Samud, who luarriud a Mias MurriBOii, iuhI lived aim) dial 
at Peterborough. Duacoii Juhu Tudd, whu lolel/ d»cj at 
Petoriwruugh, ut a very advunced age, wad \as 



JOUN AND TUOUAa WALLAC 

Jonm Wallacb came from the couuly of AoUirn, Ira- 
lam), l(> Ixiixlonderry, in 17111 or 1720, .iiid was married to 
Anni^ IWiiiilt, on (lie 18ih uf lnUy, 1721, being Oiv fini 
couple married in Londonderry. Tfacj had four aoBS aad 
four daiighlers. The »ona wore Jauca, Samnel, William, 
and J<dm; the daughters were Ann, Janet, Sarah, ami 
Bebccca. 

Jamei married VLaxy Wallace, a eousin of hia father. 
They lived " over the brook," on the fann now ovnoi by 
Captain Upton. Mrs. Simeon Danforth and Mia. WilUaNi 
HoDtgomery arc tlieir gnuiddaughters. 

Samtul married Lelilia Clark. They had four dangfalen 
and no son. One of the daughtcrii was luarricd lo Deacoti 
James Pinkcrton, as bis second wife; another to Rubcrt 
Clark, of Kew lto$lon ; another lo John Chuk, of llaoooti, 
and another to a Mr. Porier, of Vermont His widow after- 
wards married Deacon Robert Moor, by whom abe had two 
daughters and imc sou ; Jane, Mary, and SamueL 
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WiUiam married Hannah Thornton. Tliej had three 
sons ; William, James, and John ; and two daughters, Han- 
nah and Catherine. William and James settled at Niagara, 
in Up|)er Canada, prior to 1800, and remained there until the 
war of 1812. They had acquired a very large property; 
and were the owners of forty thousand acres of choice land, 
on Grand River, hesides a large amount of village property 
at Niagara. Ihit they were too patriotic to take up arms 
against thoir native country. Tliey therefore left all their 
possessions in Canada, to he confiscated hy the government, 
and came to llochester, and were among the early settlers 
of that city. 1. William died in 1823, and left a daughter. 
Charity, and four sons ; Matthew T., William, James, and 
John. They all reside in Brooklyn, N. Y. 2. James still 
survives, and is living with his second wife. He is eighty- 
seven years of age ; a man of strong mind and energy 
of character. He now resides in Buffalo, N. Y. He has 
no child living. 3. John married, and settled in the town 
of Thornton, N. II. He died a few years since, leaving a 
family. 4. Ilannali was never married. She died soon 
after her mother, on the homestead, the farm now owned 
hy Mr. Rohert Chase, near the Lower Village. 5. Catherine 
married James Cox, removed to Iloldemess, N. H., and 
had a large family. 

John married Sarah Woodhum, of the High Range. He 
settled in Bedford ; Rev. Cyrus AVallace, of Manchester, 
is one of his descendants. 

Ann married William Clark, of New Boston, the father 
of Robert and John Clark. 

Janet married Matthew Dickey, the father of John Dickey, 
Esq., — formerly of this town, — and of three other sons ; 
£benezer, James, and Samuel ; also of two daughters, Sarah 
and Rebecca. 

TnoMAs Wallace, brother of John Wallace, who 
married Annis Bamett, and Jean, his wife, emigrated from 




Colcraino, in the county of Antrim, i 
derry, N. II., in llio year 172G. Tliej « 
when tlicy came to tliia country ; iid OL-quaintaace was ft 
uQ tlieir passage, wliich ret^uUed in marriage. Her w»iJr« 
noDie wa» Jean Wnllace, and sliu was a sisler cf JcMfik 
WiilliuM, wlio wik3 one of Ihe corij setllerd of UiUbtid, N. IL, 
and many of wliose deeccndonU have resided in that Unr^ 
Thomas Wallace and his wife acltlcd on the form fonucHjr 
Owii(^<l by ctdur John l-'ishcr. Thi-y had foiir socu; Jonua, 
doaepli, William, and John ; and four diiuglitura ; Jaucl, 
Margarvt, Auu, and llctsoy- AfYer the birtli uf all lliar 
children, tliey removed (o Bedford, N. 11^ and were Uia 
eighth family tlint settled Uiat town. 

Jamet ECltled in Ikdfunl, nnd mnrrinl Mary Lind ; \ij 
wlwm he Iiod one son, Thomas, and llirce diuighters, Ann, 
Maty, and Betsey. By his secood wife, Sarah Riddle, bo 
hod two sons, Jomea and John, and one daughter, Sarah O. 

Joieph married Mary Scoby, nnd settled in Acworlli^ 
N. I[. They Imd lliree eons; Thumns, John, luid Joeepli; 
and four daughters ; Susan, hlartha, Mary Ann, and Marga- 
ret. All this family, with the exception of two piwMtm 
daughters, are dead, and have left no issue. 

William married Ann Scoby, sbter of the wifis of Josepli, 
and settled in Merrinmd:, N. H. Tliey bod fire aom; 
Joseph, James, David, John P., and Adam; and three 
daughters, Jane, Ann, and Sarah. 

Jo^ married Tsabclln Wttherspotxi, and settled io Bed- 
ford. They had seven sons; Robert, Samuel, Andc, Isaa^ 
Jesse, William, Thomas, and George O, and two dougfatcn, 
Janet and Polly. Doctors Thomas and Isaac Wallaoe wer« 
of this family. 

Janet, Ann, and Beltey were never married. 

Margaret married George Orr, of Bedford. Thejr had 
four daughters; Jane, Eleanor, Ann, and Hargar^ }Io 
one of this family is now living. 
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FAMILY OF THOMAS WALLACE. 

Another branch of the Wallace family is as follows: 

Thomas Wallace, a nephew of John Wallace, came 
from the county of Antrim, Ireland, about the year 1732, 
and settled near the West Parish meeting-house. He had 
four sons ; llobcrt, Thomas, William, and James ; and one 
daughter, Mary. 

Robert owned and occupied the Cobb Farm, east of the 
mecting-houso, and died without issue. 

ITiomas owned the farm lately occupied by Boyes and 
Gilchrist, and also died without issue. 

William was educated at Edinburgh, Scotland, for the 
ministry, and died at Londonderry, March 27, 1733, aged 
twenty-six. He was the first person buried in the " Hill 
graveyard." 

Mary married James Wallace, her cousin's son, and was 
distinguished from the other Mary Wallace at the West 
meeting-house, as '' Mary over the brook,** as above men- 
tioned. 

JameSy the youngest son of Thomas Wallace, married 
Mary AVilson, who was bom on board of a pirate ship, in 
1720, — a memorable fact, which is noticed in the account 
of the Woodburn family. They liad four sons; Thomas, 
Ilobert, William, and James ; and one daughter, Elizabeth. 
1. Thomas maiTicd a Miss Gregg; was in the battle of Ben- 
nington, and died soon after his retarn home, lie had one 
son, now living in Weare, N. II. The other three brothers 
married three sisters, Jane, Hannah, and Ann Moore, of the 
English R«iuge, and they all settled in Henniker. 2. Robert 
had four sons ; James, llobcrt M., Thomas, and William ; and 
one daughter, Mary. James and Thomas married ladies by 
the name of Bowman ; the former continued to reside in 
Henniker, the latter settled in GrofTstown, where he died, 
leaving four sons and one daughter. Robert M. married 
Jane Morrison, daughter of Rev. William Morrison, of Lon- 
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iloiiOerry. Williiun nns Lillcil by liie Iiluiing of ■ rudt 
Uary iimrriud I'L-Icr I'otlcrson, of LundoDckiTX, Bad Ind 
two »oaa uod three dnuglitera. 3. Williofo, Mtn of JmhM 
WiUlace, Iielpwl to survey aod lay out llie lowii of Iloniikca't 
lickl various oflit.'cs of Iruit, anil was u prominent nml uM&l 
citizen, lie left four sons and four daughlere. But l«« «f 
hU children snrvivc i Juucs, who livi;a iu Lyon, Us^ and 
Hary, (Mra. Gove, of Dcuring, N. H.) 4. Jomcd died a 
few yean ^Yer hii selllemeDt ia ticiiniker, le&ving * xm 
and two daughters, all of whom ore dead. 5. KlixalKth 
marriud Tliomns I'alterMn. For her children, ece nutioe of 
the Patterson families. 

ne«idc!i the throe WoUoco families which luiT« ban 
noticed, tlier« were two otlicr fumilica of Wallaces, oT wbOM 
hut little inlbrmolion boa l>e«n obtained. The anoulon of 
these two families were two hrotliers, Joseph and Joba Wal- 
lace, who emigrated from the north uf Ireland, aiid settled 
la Londonilerty, nliout the year I72G. Jenii Wallaoc, who 
married Thomas Wallace, was their slater. 

.loSKI'II WalI-ACk iiturriutl in Irviiuai, mjjJ auuo to 
America with iiis wile and one son, William, wbo wm Umu 
about five years of age. AfW his arrival in this eoaaUj 
he had several other cliildren, of wbom, however, bat liUla 
is known. 

Wiiliam married Hary Bums, who, with her pwtnti, 
had emigrated from Ireland in company witli bim and bb 
parents, and in 1755, settled ui IClford, N. II. He bad fin 
children, as follows: 1. Joseph, wlio married ZjetitiA llama, 
settled in Mtlford, and had several children; of whom Ibe 
eldest was Dr. William Wallace, late of Bedford. 2. Jobn 
who married Mary Bi-odfopl, ntid had ten cltildrcn ; nnwM^g 
whom were Dr. John Wolliicc, of Slilford, deceased, forsoerijr 
senator and councillor, and Andrew Wallace, Esq., ww 
living at Amherst, N. II. 3. Mary, who married lorael 
Bumbam, .of LyDdcborough, N. II., and had one child, wko 
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18 now living. 4. William, who died unmarried. 5. James, 
who lived in Milford, married Betsey Kimball of Amherst, 
and after her death, a Miss Tuttle, of Littleton, Mass. By 
his first wife he had several children, one of whom is Elisha 
F. Wallace, Esq., of Syracuse, N. Y. 

John Wallace married Janet Steele, and had six 
daughters, as follows : — 

Jane married David Jennings. 

Maty married Samuel Miller. 

ElizaheUi married Solomon Todd. 

Margaret married Samuel Gregg. 

Janei married Hugh McCutchins. 

Ann married Samuel Cherry. 

TUB FAMILY OP JOHN WOODHURN. 

John WoonnuRN came to this country from Ireland a 
few years after the settlement of Londonderry. Little is 
known c# him previously to his emigration. He was 
accompanied by his brother David, who was drowned some 
years after, leaving a wife and two daughters. 

John Woodbum was married first to Mary Boyd, aftei*- 
wards to Mary Tnggart. His first location was east of tlie 
old Graveyard Hill, on the farm recently occupied by Robert 
Craige. He subsequently removed to the High Range, and 
lived the remainder of his days in a log-house that had been 
used as a gaiTison for protection against the assaults of the 
Indians. He died in 1780. By his first marriage he had 
four daughters. 

Nancy, the eldest, married James Anderson, of whose 
descendants was the Rev. Rufus Anderson, late of Wenham, 
Mass., and his son. Rev. Dr. Anderson, of Boston, Secretary 
of the A. B. C. F. M. 

Margaret married Edward Aiken, who took part in the 
settlement of Windham, Yt 

Sarah married John Wallace, of Bedford, from whom are 
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dcscGixicd many of the ^Vallace anil Palteo families of lliai 
lown. riie Rev. Cynia ^Vullm-i;, of MancLesK-r, ti uue of 
ibvir dcscouiliuiU. 

itary Duurit-sl Gcooral George Beid. Mra Reid wu 
well ada|>te(l to llie circle in wbich slio moved. Paasasfiing 
ft strong und vigorous ialcUect, retentive memory, » Uand 
and cheerful dtsiMMitton, with great e^uanimitjr of teinper, 
slie exerted a powerful and buppy Itiiltieocc over the mote 
tixcitahlc aii>l slroiig ]HU!iiaiu id' her liuiiluuid, wliuse miliiiuy 
life IuhI scrviid lu give promiacnoe to llio^e tmits uf cluunc- 
ter lijr wUieh ho wus distiiiguisliod. lie wus, iu hb more 
public lile,muob iudobtcd la ber wisdom aud pnulcucc in bi« 
domeatie amuigcmeuta, wbicli luippiljr illusinUed Uto Diviue 
eucouiium of llio pnidettt wife, (hat " her hunhniid id Lnown 
in Ilio gutca, when be silletb among ihe rulers uf ibe land." 
Those wiko knew Mrs. Rvid, regarded her as a pottcni uf 
female exccUeucc. Slie lived to an advanivd agv, and died 
re3pq;ted by the community. « 

By Ilia second marriage, Mr. Woodbum had Iwo sons and 
five daughlcrd. Sirs. Woodbum survived her husband, aud 
lived to a very advanced age. 

David, the etdeat son, inherited the patema] estale. He 
married Margaret Clark, the granddaughter of a Hra. Wil- 
son, whose history was a aubject of interest to the earij set- 
tlers. In 1720, a company of emigrants, on Ibeir paasafc 
from Ireland to this country, were token by piiales, aod 
while in their bonds, Mrs. Wilson was delivered of her first 
cliiM, which so movcil the pintle Umcl, aikI |NUliaibuly 
the captain, who luul a wife and family, tluit be j>cnnittcd 
them to puraue their voyage, boslowing iijion Mrs. Wilson 
some valuable articles ol' apjuirel, uiuuiig wbidi was n silk 
dress, pieces of which are still retained uiiMMig bcr deaocnd- 
ants as memorials of her peril and of ber deliverance. The 
captain of the band obtained from her the proBtise^ th^ she 
would eoU the babe by the name of his wife. The o 
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of cmigmiiU ftrrivcil pafcly, arnl were among the earlj set- 
tlers of this town. Tlieir signal deliverance was commem- 
orated bj tlie annual observance of a day of thanksgiving, 
during that generation. The child was named Mary, and 
became the wife of tTiimes Wallace. Mrs. Wilson, after the 
death of her husband, married James Clark, whoso son John 
was the father of ]Mrs. Woodburn. 

David Wowlburn and wife were the maternal grand- 
parcnU of the Lion, llorncc Grecly, the well-known and dis- 
tinguished editor of the New York Tribune ; and to the 
mother of Mr. Woodburn — Granny Woodburn, as she was fa- 
miliarly called — he attributes his earliest intellectual awaken-* 
ing. In a letter to a friend, published in the Business Mens' 
Almanac, he says, ** I think I am indebted for my first impulse 
toward intellectual acquirement and exertion to my mother's 
grandmother, who came out from Ireland among the first 
settlers in Londonderry. She must have been well versed 
in Irish and Scotch traditions, pretty well informed, and 
strong minded ; and my mother being left motherless when 
quite young, her grandmother exerted a great influence over 
her mental development. I was a third child, the two pre- 
ceding having died young, and I presume my mother was 
more attached to me on that ground, and the extreme feeble- 
ness of my constitution. My mind was early filled by her 
with the traditions, ballads, and snatches of history she 
had learned from her grandmother, which, though conveying 
very distorted and incorrect ideas of history, yet served to 
awaken in me a thirst for knowledge, and a lively interest 
in learning and history." " Mr. Greely," says another of her ^ y 
descendants, " has not mistaken the character and intellectual 
qualities of this remote ancestor. She lived to see her chil- 
dren's grandchildren ; and the stories, ballads, and facts 
which her experience and memory had treasured up, were 
the principal historical training which many of her posterity 
obtained." 



\ 
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David Woodburn, hy his first marriage, had several chil- 
dren, only three of whom survive. 

John^ the younger son, married Martha Clark, and was 
among the early settlors of Londonderry, Vt. They had a 
family of three sons and five daught^ra, many of whose 
descendants now reside in the towns of Windluun mid Lon- 
donderry, Vt. 

Of the ^ye remaining children of John Woodburn, Senior, 
one was never married, two wei*e married to husbands of the 
name of Thompson, and removed to Grailon, Vt. 

Betsey wiA married to William Aiken. They were among 
the pioneers in the settlement of Deering, N. H., several of 
whose children and grandchildren reside in that town. 
Among the grandchildren of William and Betsey Aiken, are 
Thomas W. Gillis, of Nashua, N. II., and David GilUs, of 
Manchester. N. II. 

* Hannahf the youngest of John Woodburn's family, mar- 
ried Robert Dickey. They had eleven children ; six sons 
and five daughters, all of whom lived to form connections in 
life, and with one exception wei*o settled within a few miles 
of their paternal home; and all of whom except one are still 
living, the youngest being about {it\y years of age. Mi*s. 
Dickey was well known to the inhabitmits of the parish in 
which she so long lived, and was highly esteemed as a mother 
in Israel. She possessed strong and valuable traits of char- 
acter. She was distinguished for her industry and economy 
in the management of her domestic afiairs, but not less so for 
her lirni adlicrence to evangelical truth, and Wv anxious 
desire and efforts that her children, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren whom she lived to see, might all become the 
decided follower of Christ, and be seen walking in the truth. 
She died in 1845, aged ninety-two. 

Like many of the pioneere in the settlement of Ix>ndon- 
derry, the descendants of Mr. Woodburn attained to great 
age, many of them living to the age of eighty, and several to 
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that of ninety and upwards. Thcj wore an athletic race, 
capable of great endurance. Tlicy were strong in their 
attachments, and fond of social intercourse. They were noted 
for retentive memory, retaining in advanced life an uncom- 
monly vivid impression of the events of their youthful days. 
John Woodbuni, grandson of the first settler by his son 
David, still inherits the patemal homestead in the High 
Range, and with his brotlicr James, living in Windham, are 
the principal branches of the family that retain the name. 
Of their four sisters, l^Iargarct is the wife of John Dickey, 
and still lives in the town. Mary was married to Zaccheus 
Grcely, and is the mother of Horace Greely, and four other 
children, wlio reside in the State of Pennsylvania. Sarah 
was married to Dustin Greely, brother of Zaccheus, who 
had six children. Subsequently, she became the wife of 
Clark Simonds. Mary Ann married Benjamin Dwinnels, 
and lives in the State of New York. The children of this 
early settler are numerous, and contribute largely to con- 
stitute the hundred thousand who are supposed to have 
descended from the early settlers of Londonderry. 



[The fullowing coinnnmication in i*c1ation to tlio origin of most of 
the fnniilics residing in the present town of Ixindondcrry, from an 
intelligent friend in thnt town * wns received by the Kditor after the 
preceding chapters of this work had gone to press. It is here inserted, 
in the belief that it cannot fuil to be interesting.] 

" For many years after the settlement of Londonderry, there 
was a marked distinction between the Scotch Irish inhabitants^ 
and those of English origin. This was a natural consequence, ^ 
as ihvy were llic rcprcsrnfativcs of two nations, distinct as ^>^ 
are the English and the French. The * Yankees* possessed 
the characteristics of the English people, modified by the 
residence of their ancestors, during the preceding century. 
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in the wilds of New England ; wliilc llic fint eeltlen uf 
Londonderry clniinod to be Ihc puascs^ors of itie licUcr 
quoliLies of botli llic Scoldi and itie Irish. Tbe tiro raca 
bad iiibcrilcd u iuuUiilI dbltke from llicir ancc»tor^ aiul ii 
i> not slnuigc ihal a lillle of the old biitcmc^ sliould reuuin 
vhen ihejr beciuDC nciglibora. Am the English nice multi- 
plied iu the town, and cu time wore away, this oianniah ^aril 
gniduollf BoReiicd, oiid lius, aC Icnglli, nearly disappeamL 
Wliilc iliie fueling of dLilike prcvniled, very few ■"'■"■—** uf 
inlomuu-riiigc OMriirnnl, nnd the cuRtcquuuce is llial the two 
classes are pretty distinct at llic (ircsciit diiy. 

" TUc following are the uuines of tlie priiKiinl familica 
DOW in Londouderi'y, of Scotch Iriah dcdcttnt i M:acgn.-gar«, 
Uoor, Adams, Koir, Aiken, Dickvy, Watiis Mack, lluliaei, 
Kevins, Boyd, Dana, Itoicc, CoJiont, Alexander, McAUiiter, 
Patterson, Aiidcraon, &torri^ion, lIlimjiLrcy, CaiupLell, Dun- 
can, AVoodbum, Ncsmilh, McCleurcy, Wliilc, Clark, A\llla(Ki, 
UcDutfeiN McMurphy, Martin, Flinj;, AVallace. 

" Miuiy fuTuily iiuines, uliic^h wtTc once common, haic 
become extinct. Orer half a century ago, a pretty ex- 
tensive emigration look place from Esses county, Umat. 
Tbe Savory and Teuny families caiue, uhout sixty years 
since, from Bradford, and subsequently the Barker aod 
Hardy families, from the same place. The Crowells aod 
Plummers came from Rowley. The Towns and Dwinuclb 
originated in TopsGcld. Tlie Cilclirist family wern from 
Ucihuen. Tlie Batclicldcr family from Beverly. In Ksiex 
county, ulso, originated tlie liooilwiii, Goniiiig, Aunis, 
, Avery, Leacb, Greeley, Kimball, and Whittler fiuiiilies, etc. 
VThe Monier, Kipley, and Sampson fuinilics were from the 
town of Duxbury, Plymoulli county, ALus. In hilur yon, 
the Burbauk, Collin, Wulhictr, mid I'eidiody families have 
come from Oxford county, Aluinc. The llurd faroity were 
from Charlestowu, Mass., the Diusmoors from Boston, and 
the Cboscs from Brentwood, N. II." 
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OF LONDONDBnRT. 

Thk town or LoiKlonderty, including Donj, is eitualed in 
lat 42° 64' north, and in long. S° 45' CR»t, from Wubington. It 
ii bourulctl on tlic nortli hy Mancltcster, Aubum, and Cboster, 
It distance of tnclrc nnd onc-lialf miles ; on the cost, bjr San- 
down, llnmpstcnd, and Atkinson, four and onc-holf miles ; on the 
KiuUi, by Satcni, Windliam, and Hudaon, fourteen milca ; and on 
tlic west by Ijilclifictd and Mnnclicslor, seven miles. The town 
it thirty-scToii miles nortb of IIoMon, twenty-five soutbcast of 
ConconI, and Ibirty-fivo fiotithwf^ of rortKmoiilh. lln loCA- 
tion in Iii;;bly fikviiralilo fur coinuiuiiie.ilinn, not only with our 
prtnci)>fl1 ficn|iort!i, by means of a railroad wliicb passes through 
it, but nilJi the several largo manufacturing and business places 
which hnvc arisen in its vicinity. Manchester, NiwhTillc, Nashua, 
I.x>wcU, TjAwrcncc, and Ilnvcrltill are all witliiu sixteen miles of 
it, and some of those tonns are much nearer. It thus posscases 
wlrnntagits for trade and marketing, superior to those of moet 
country towns. 

Its bchI is generally strong and productive, covorcil in its natu- 
ral Mate nitli various kinds of liord wood, intermixed in tomo 
porta with the while and yellow pino. Tbo bnttemut, cbeatont, 
27 
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ktul walnut Dvc9 (iinneHj aJiouiulrd tierv, ami gMre I0 t&e tara 
■H «ariy usfiw, Kutfii^ 

Tbc knm u unietwd tijr tliree leading n»da tv^mmg n a 
nenlicrlj and aoutbcHj Jirei-tion. Tin- firM on lim wert i* At 
naiX Icailing fnnt klaitcbrslcr to Kjulioa, [oaniag duiMgli iIb 
Ili^ Kaiige. 'flic second ii the UniniuoUi matt, uuile ia ISII, 
and dioigncd to be Uiv kftding road fmm Cuocuol lo Lowel. Il 
wai ftiT a fi'w jeara Uiu grvil tUumugLrore, until Uk Oaoonl 
nilnad «u|K-rwil>il il iti IM:i. IV lliinl U iJic r...mIaaikiT7 
Urnpike, buill in IS07, and fiw nunc jrcara one uf tW laM 
travelled niiub in tbc virinitjr. Variuui changes obiI cuivipnKS 
contriliulcd, at lui^lli, to divert tbc travel fnu lUc road. >bJ m 
IBSS, it WW ibruwD tijr tbo pniprieiDn u(iuii li>e tovna tlmn^ 
«tu(-b it [laMKil, ani) btvaimi a ftv« tokl. Hie Uaucfaesui sad 
Lawtvnrc nulrond, opened in 1H49, run* in nearly die igBie A- 
rccljon. Tberv are nuimu (tmb fnxn tbc wat, leading b«i 
lfoar'«, lWd*a, Mul TLumtuu'i lurries, and (naii HmIhu, vUdi 
iutcrau-t tboau V-furo nauiod, aikl, couvL>r],'uig, ucct at Dcrr^ 
Tillage ; wliile on tbc eait, arc lliosc luadiu); Irooi CbesCer, £1- 
Cter, and UompMoad, wliicli meet in the nuie place 

Tike nirfacu of lb« lowiubip lUihiliiU gentle >wcUs, witboM 
anj hi^ liilb or ]irocipitoiu clilTB. Tbc wbub: extent of tie wot 
adu, bunluring on Lilcbfiekl, tor a nulo in width, a level, aaJ 
WM until ret'eiiUy n iii.-iui}' unlmikL-u Ttmst, Litownaa Ifaeluri 
teoodt. Itiit Uii^ IaIu ilciiuin'l fur wixxl anil liiuW-r in iIh.- mano- 
Cwitiuisg towns on tbc Hciriuiack, aud tts nciuiljr lo Ike river, 
gave to it an unexpected value. Moeli of tbia tract imt, witlaa 
twenty 7earB, be«n rtripped of its givwtli and eonvertad iata 
pasture land- 
Next to tbii range of flat land is a tract well »'liir4'^ to api- 
culture. It is divided into well-cultivated farmt. lite nallwrB 
part is tennod the Hi^ Range, an citensre iwell of ^^Ti^t*"* 
land, well miitcd to tillage. Its neat dwcllingi, uudolatii^ naii^ 
and geiiUc dapis to tlio east and wMilli, render it ouu «f ibe laatf 
pleaaant locations in town. 

A mile cast is Moose Hill, so called from the £ict tbat, in tfae 
eariy settlement of tbc town, a oiooac was there taken. Its wcA- 
erty side is nKsdy covered witli wooil, but on tbc cASt and SDoth 
are some valuable and biglilj- ctillivalcd fiitms. In tbc viunitj of 
this six>t, and on tbc Klanuuotli itwil is tbc ale of the Prosbjte- 
rian mceling-liousc in T^iiduutlvrry. About a miilo frwn Uoosc 
Ilill, in a norUicoMerl)' ilireclioii, is Ministerial Ilill, thus Iciaied 
from a lot of land, on iu vrcstcrly ^dc, having been lel off by the 
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|)arish for the iisc of tlio minister. It is principally covered with 
wood and timber. A little fkrthcr north is Canada, or Bartley's 
Hill. Around its base are many productive farms, although the 
soil is diflicult of cultivation. From this point eastward, all along* 
Ihc northern border of the town, is a wide extent of woodland, 
int<»rg|>ci'8cd wiUi here and there a fanu-honsc, but with no com- 
pact settlement * 

A little, more than a mile eastward from Mooee Hill, is Cho 
Graveyard Hill, having near its summit one of the earliest 
buryinj^-plarcs in tiiwn. A niceting-housc was fonnerly erected 
here for the llev. Daviil ^racGrcgor, but^ owing to the erection of 
one soon aflcr in Aiken's Ilange, and certain changes in the par- 
ish, it was not occupied and soon went to decay. 

A little farther cast, separated by a deep valley, is Craige's Hill. 
From this bill there is a partial view of the Lower village, and a 
distinct and delightful view of Aiken's Range, the Upper village 
of DciTy, its mceting-houso, and most of its buildings, forming in 
the season of summer fblinge one of the most beautiful land- 
scapes on which the eye can rest Derry Lower village is situated 
in the valley of Beaver Brook, about a mile southwest of Beaver 
Pond. Here are the Congregational and Metliodist meeting-houses, 
the Pinkerton Academy, a grist-mill and saw-mill, several me- 
chanic shops, and two stores. It contains from forty to (ifly families. 

North of Beaver Pond is the English Ilange, situated on a 
Iicautiful and fertile swell of land, rising with a gentle ascent 
from the pond, and forming one of the most pleasant agricultural 
* neighliorhoods in the town. On the souUi of tlie pond tlie land 
rises in an even and magnificent swell, on the summit of which is 
the Presbyterian meeting-house, occupying tlie original site se- 
lected by the first settlers. Extending from it, to the east and 
south, is tlie village, including the Adams Female Academy, two 
stores, and a number of handsomely finished dwellings. The 
fanns in this part of the town are unsiiqiassed in productive- 
ness, and many of them present specimens of agricultural taste 
and industry. About a mile southwest from the meeting-house 
is the Double Itange, where was fonned the earliest settlement in 
town. 

The more southerly part of the town, though not so compactly 
5(»tthMl, contrnns nianv oxcelliMit farms. The land is much diver- 
stficd with bills and valleys, but is less stony and hard, particular- 
ly that |H)rtion of it which borders on Beaver Brook, than the 
northern part of the town. 

Tlie eastern side of the toMm, bordering on Sandown and 
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IlaiupMvatl. ia ieaa evM in tU nir&ec tkaa bobm) mW 
Though undiittiDn<>, it b not rnugb inJ ItnAi^a, liot wait 
■McejitiUo of cultiTolion, aSbnling good tillage ■■ mlt m 
V ouui]' goal fanna aial orclonlai aitk 1 



In iIm aMllicut conutr of Oic iKwti b Uuul nmd, «« «x>mk>» 
■boet of water, in the nudillc of wbkh b b Uj^ ialaad, iHfaani 
u a fum. The uul line of (tu Ivwn pwca iboMgh itm pMi. 
Il u wpU aupiflkHl irilli G»h, awl u otica itailad bj Am «W wn 
fiinil of Aiiglint'' 

'JliG anil of dia tnlrnilup w irvtl aiUiilnl to tins |ii lalw liiw it 
gnuL liulinn cnni, oals, nuil [>alali>:>. uTvi tiu.'vtli.-iit i|aNiiljjafe 
uaail]' niuviL 'I1iu pi-ar, pvacli, plum, i-Ih.it}-. ami iiuincc tkriic 
wul). Apjiloi are jinnluivl iu alaiiulaiKe, ami laoat of ibe 
orclianlii arc cnmjnioil of gralWl fWiiMivca. 

Bvavcr Ilmnk b lint mart conoilrniLJi! ■trcMN im the tows.' Il 
ianitiii TiiBD tknvcr I'uikI. luul, niuniug iii a nitlivaterijr ibac- 
tiuD tKrough IVIiiuu, eaiptiuii iuh> Uie MemuMdc mt Dtacat. 

Ikavcr fuuil b a bcaulifu) Imiy of waLur, uoori^ m a *■— "^^ 
fomi, and aluiit tliroo huniln.->l rwii in iliann-iiir. Il m m Ml 
view of Uut Ujipor rilla^ and, binng ■umMiiuleil hj wel (mK- 
vaU-d tkimi, addi much to ihc dclightTuI axacry ikere pcwMML 
Tlirvo tuUu* luirlliwuit frnm Ihb pond an tlm« othar pattl^ 
S('ul>f'ii. and u)>|wr and luwur Sliii'ld's. Small itrcMaa ■■■■{ 
fruiu Uiosu iinilc ami Call into D>jav<jr Bix>oh, oil wluL-h mv, fir 
M>iiic iiul.-s, i.-xt^u:,iv,^ au,l vuiuubio iiioa.W«a- In lU wiBU'tty 
put of tbe Inwii are aba lovcnl itnuiii Miffident fcr n*0 par- 
. poaes, which emptj, after a ihort coone, into Uw IfiiiiMii 

The population of Latdandcrrj hj tho ceaaa» f£ I7CT, «a* 
2,389; bytluU of I77S, was V^O l bj ihat of 1 790, ww X,fiM ; I? 
that of 1800, waa 2,G50; bytliatof 1810, wa* 8,TC6 ; ami bjrthMt 
of lB20,waB3,I27. By the ccntui d* 1 SSO, the popabtkiu of Deny 
wa« 2,1TH, aud tliatof Loiuloiidcrrr wai 1,4C9. Ujr Uw m^ 
of 1S40, the populatioD of Dcrfy waa iflSt, and Lbat of I„aada^ 
derry wai l,5Sa. By the ccmiis of 1850, tito injiukaMn ef 
Dcrry b 1,850, and tliat of I»iidoiidL'rry b Ifilii. 

SotDO idtui of the coupanitivc wuallh of 11m town hmj be 
formed fitim tbe proportion of State taxca it has pwd. 

By the apportionment of taxes made iu 1820, of ereir Oke 
iJioimod dtJUra of public taxei, Londoudcrry paid tlS.S7. By 
the apportionment at 1829, Derry paid S7^, and Londoodttny 
$5.17; by lbat of 1832, Dciry paid S 7.91, wmI LonlOBdony 
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$5.1 7 ; by that of 183G, Deny paid $8.80, and Londonderry paid 
$5.32 ; by that of 1840, Dcrry paid $8.43, and Londonderry 
$5.08; by that of 1844, Dcrry paid $7.84, and Londonderry 
$5.14 ; and by that of 1848, Dcrry pays $7.00, and Londonderry 
$4.97. 

The decrease in the proportion of taxes paid is to be attribut- 
ed, mainly, to the growth of several large manufactnring places 
in the State, anfl not to a diminution of the wealth of the town. 



COPY OK TIIB MRMORIAL TO (lOV. SHUTR. 

I'rhc orif;iiinl nmnuscript, from which the following copy was taken, 
wns presented to Mr. Dnnicl MncOrcgor, of the city of New York, by 
the Into Ahlcn nrndfonl, Esq., who was for mnny years Secretary of the 
Stnto of MnssAchnscttfl.] 

To His E.xcellcncy the Right Honourable Collonci Samuel Suitte 
Governour of New England. • 

We whose names are underwritten, Inhabitants of ye North 
of Ireland, Doe in our own name^ and in the names of 
many otliers our Neighbours, Grcntlemen, Ministers, Farmers 
and Tradesmen Commissionate and appoint our trusty and well 
beloved Friend, the Reverend Mr. William Boyd of Macasky, 
to His Excellency die Right Honourable Collonel Samuel Suitte 
Governour of New England, and to assure His Excellency of our 
sincere and hearty Inclination to Transport our selves to that very 
excellent and renowned Plantation upon oiur obtaining from his 
Excellency suitable incouragcment And further to act and 
Doe in our NaUics as his Prudence shall direct Griven under 
our liands tliis 2r»th day of March, Anno(|. Dom. 1718. 



James Toatto, V. D. M., 
Thomas Cobham, V. D. M., 
Robert Houston, V. D. M., 
William Leech, V. D. M., 
RolKsrt HiginlK)tluim, V. D. M., 
.Tolm Porter, V. D. M., 
Hen. Neillc, V. D. M., 
Tho. Ehlcr, V. D. IkL, 
.James Thomson, V. D. M., 
William Ker, 
WUl McAlben, 

27* 



Jahon Andrson, 
George Grcgc, 
Andrew Dean, 
Alexander Dunlop, M. A., 
Arch. M. Cook, M. A., 
Alex'r Blair, 
B. Cochran, 
William Gait, 
Peter Thompson, 
Richart McLaughliUi 
John Muar, 
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WDleam Jeameaoo, 
Wm. Agnew, 
Jeremiah Thoo^ptoo, 
John Mitchell, 
James Pktenon, 
Joseph Curry, 
David WilboQ, 
Fktrick Andenon, 
John Gray, 
James Greg, 
Alex'r McBride, Bart, 
Sam. McGiTom, 
John Ilurdoek, 
Gea Campbell, 
James Shorawood, 
John McLaughlcn, 
George McLaughlen, 
James Hcnre, 
Thomas Ramsay, 
Francis Richie, 
James Gregg, 
Robert Boyd, 
Hugh Tarbcl, 
David Tarl>fl, 

John y^ Uobb, 

mark 

Jeattor FulUone, 
Rubt. Wear, 
Alex'r Dunnaldzjon, 
AreliM Dughi^s, 
ll4)l>ert Stive u, 
Ivobt Henry, 
Jcunes IVUev, 
I)a\i(l Bigger, 
David Palteson, 
Da V ill (illegible). 
John Wight, 
Joseph Wight, 
liobt. Willson, 
Jamcd Ball, 
Andrew Cord, 
Jamed Ne^mitli, 



John Black, 
John TbopipaoOy 
Samuel Boyd, 
Lawrence licLanghlen, 
John Hcslci, 
George Mc A Jester, 
Thomas Rsmilge, 
James Campbell, 
David Lindsay, 
Robe Givecn, 
James Laidlaj, 
Benjamin Gait, 
Daniel Todd, 
RobcBarr, 
Hugh noUmcs, 
RobtKing, 
John BfandL, 
Peter Christy, 
James Smith, 
James Smith, 
Patrick Smith, 
Samcuel Ccverelle, 
James Craig, 
Samuel Wilson, M. A., 
Gawen Jirweii, 
lUUrt Miller, 
Thomas Wilson, 
William Wilson, 
James Hriee, 
Ninian PattLsian, 
James Tlioui|>:st>ii, 
John Thoin|»son, 

Roljcrt l*llOIU|»eK>U, 

AiLun TliiMn|)2)on, 
Alexander Patti^jon, 
Thomas Dunlop, 
John Willson, 
David Willson, 
John Moor, 
James MeKcco, 
John Lamont, 
John Smith, 
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Patrick Orr, 
Boiiill Orr, 
William Orr, 
John Orr, 
Jcams Lenox, 
John Ia'pHc, 
John I^nson, 
John Calvil, 
Samncl Wat, 
Jainos Craforcl, 
Davi<l Henderson, 
Mathcn Storah, (?) 
David Widbom, 
Luk Wat, 
llol)crt Hendrc, 
William Walas, 
Thomas Walas, 
Tliomas Ccwch, (?) 
William Boyd, 
William Christy, 
John Boyd, 
WiUiam 'Boyd, 
Hugh Orr, 
Robert Johnston, 
Thomas Black, 
Peter Mnrray, 
John Jameson, 
John Cochran, 
Samnel (lonston, 
Tlioinas Shailcy, 
William Ker, 
Thomas Moore, 
Andrew Watson, 
John Tlionson, 
James McKerrall, 
Hugh Stockman, 
Andrew Cochran, 
James Carkley, 
I^awrence Dod, 
Sandrs Mear, 
John Jackson, 
James Curry, 
James Elder, 



James Acton, 
(name illegible), 
Samuel Smith, 
Andrew Dodg, 
James ForsaiUi, 
Andrew Fleeming, 
Gorge Tliomson, 
James Brooster, 
Thomas (illegible), 
James Baverian, 
Peter Simpson, 
Thomas McLaughlin, 
Robert Boyd, 
Andrew Agncw, 
James King, 
Thomas El^er, 
Daniel Johnston, 
Robert Walker, 
David Jonston, 
James Steuart, 
John Murray, 
Thomas Blaekwel, 
Thomas Wilson, 
John Ross, 
William Johnston, 
John King, 
Andrew Cnrry, 
John (illegible), 
James (illegible), 
Samuel Code, 
Jamej* Blak, 
Thomas Gro, 
Thomys Ouston, 
Jame Gro, 
John Clark, 
Thomas McFadcr, 
David Hanson, 
Richard Acton, 
James Claire, 
Thomas Elder, 
Jeremiah Claire, 
Jacob Clark, 
Abram Baberley, 



Sicphrn Miirdock, 
ItoU-rt Munlork, 
J..III. M.inl,Kk, 
William Jcniisoti, 
JauKii Kalgcr, 
Juliii ituffn, 
Rvtwrt Sauiii, 
AiUin DcttJi, 
Ronilall Aloutnder, 
Tlignuu Bojil, 
Uugli Ibr^ra, 
JoLii Cnig, 
Wui. Boxle, 

D«llj. Uujrlo, 

J*. Kcnuil/, 
M. Slicing, 
Samuel Itoo, 
Jobn lloiasay, 
John McKeen, 
James WUboae, 
Bolicrt ftlcKecn, 
Juliii BoyU, 
Andn'w Uunlap, 
J.iuicit llAiuscy, 
WilliAmFuk, 
Jolin Blair, 

JUDCB TlvNIipMM, 

Lawrence ML-I.Migliliti, 
WiU. CunpibcU, 
Jamc« Baokhead, 
Andrew Patrick, 
Jamci ftlcFcc, 
Jamci Tonaon, (?) 
George AntOD, 
James Ad Ion, 
G«otgo Kaiij, 
ThooiM Frocland, 
Thoniai Hunter, 

Daniel 1^ McKencIl, 

Horgos (?) Kcnodcv, 

John H Sncne, 



Aluiau.ltrr Kid; 
TluiuiM Lofie, 
TlHntas tfiiMH. 

WiU -A' Ualkina. 

Geoi^ Anion, 
Juhn Culliroath, 
WUtiaoi Cainl, 
JiAia Gray, 
John Woo.laUI^ (?) 
Aailrcw Waboo, 
WiUinm BUsjtir, 
Juocph Blcair, 

Hugh X Bbrc. 

William Blare, 
Samuel Antoa, 
Jsmei Knox, 
Itolicrt Ilvniliy, 
Julin Knux, 
William llenOry, 
WiUiam Uuuku, 
Dand DuncMi, 
John Uurea, 
Jamea Gillmor, 
Samuel GilLaor, 
Alexander Gkocima, 
Edward MKene, 
John Honluck, 

Samuel i< UcHdd, 

Honrj Calual, 
Tliouia:! lilcl^ugfalen, 
Robert Iloog, 
John Millar, 
Ilu^h Calwdl, 
William Boyd, 
John Stiriing, 
Samuel Smith, 
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Ilol)crt Knox 
Willinm Wilwn, 
Wni. Pat<!r»on, 
Jninc^ Alexander, 
Jamofl Ncnnitli, 
David Craif», 
Wcall. M«Ncal1, 
Tlionias Orr, 
Wni. Caldwall, 
James Moort*, Jr., 
Sam. G union, 
Mattliow I^rd, 
Roliort Knox, 
Alex. McGrcgorc, 
JamcR Trotter, 
Alexander McNcall, 
l?o1)ert Uoo, 
Jo!»e]»li Watson, 
Robert Miller, 
John Smeally, 
James Morieson, 
James Walker, 
lU)l»ert Walker, 
liolKrt Walker, 

hi* 

William X Calwall, 

mnrk 

Waiiam Walker, 



hifi 

Samuel ^ Young, 

tnnik 

Alexander Ricbcy, 
James Morieson, 

Joseph M Boverlan, 

mark • 

hit 

Robert H Crage, 

murk 

John Tliompson, 

Hugh Tomson, 

James Still, 
liiji 

James ^ Hoog, 

maik 
Thomas llanson, 
John Hanson, 
Richanl Ktono, 
James Ktone, 
Thomas Etonc, 
Samucll Hanson, 
James Cochran, 
James Ilulton, (?) 
Thomas Hasetono, (?) 
John Cochran, 

William Cochran, 

hi« 
Samuel ^ Hunter, 

tn.irk 

John Huntor. 



COPY OP WIIKKLWRIOIIT'fl l>KED. 

These presents witnessoth, that I, John Wheelwright, of Wells, 
in the county of Yorke, in the province of the Massachusetts 
Ray, do for me m}*8elf, Heirs, Executors, Administrators, and 
Assigns, by virtue of a Deed or Grant made to my Grandfather, 
a minister of the Gospel, and others named in said Grant, by 
simdry Indian Sagcmorcs, with tlie consent of yo whole tribe of 
Indians between the Rivers of ^lercmake and Pcscutequa, to 
them and their ^eirs forever full power for the laying out 
)x>unding and Granting these Lands into suitable tnicts for town- 




■hipt, unlo (Dch Dnoikcn at Vta^ m maj 6v^ i^ 

offer U> teUie ami Im|iraTe ibe amc, «Wi ik«d w»« 

U«j die KTClUc«■lll^ one ihoMwd u h «»J i^ ^^ Imb» «4 

mm. EiunMod, AdwowUeoI, and •ppnmd ly A* ^*«^ 

in Uu Day, u oujr al lus« nam: Mtf fiimr. fN^i^iA Acn- 

uaul Do, bf iLmb prcMd*. Git* aid OiMt di ^^ B^te lib 

Mr. June* kUeOragor, SmumI Gnitt, OkriU CWgiB, Jwm 

Mi-Kivn, Jainca Ot^Zi*n)l ooa LMwlred adt«, ^natH^sd « a 
lift, lo Uum and tlisr Uan bn**t, a nitM D^t af I^i^ 
bonndad aa bUowetk, do( ciceoEag tU ifoaabt/ af ^ Mb 
quara : Impunrng al a [aae-uw, Mufcal. »Urh k lb h^ 
WcM ooner ot C h ii h i i r. and ntimuig lu tin ■onhwaM fat^af 
the Hid Ctwdura, and IVwn llu mtthnst <ar*er, rnm^^ apH 
a due woiJ lino unto tha ItJrcr Uvniiack. aod dnwa dn Bnar 
Mcriinnck, uiilil i( nwvU wiUi Uic Vuk uf DbmUUc, mmi lbt« 
biniiiiK (vwlwikxl uiHU DiiimLiUd Uuc, iinliU il and mik Ife 
liiie uTUraciit, aii<l (vnliiiuiug uulwnni ufMia Dx^^Lmm,^^ 
it moot wIUi Oit] liiu) vf Ilavunll, and K.t^-Jh.g Malh—I ^m 
llaTatill l.iiu<, untiU it meet mlL lbs liae of Ct^bc^ a^ llmt 
toniiiig wottwonl apoii the nid Lioe ot QiesUre, aalo the pMa- 
treu finl mcnUiiiic'l, wlwm it liegan. In wiIdcm whenxri^ I ^te 
luimunUi lel my liAiiJ and m»I, tliu twca^iMJi I)»y of October, 
one Oiwuiutiiil scvtii ltnnilr«4l aud ninelcco. 
UiKticd, Seated, uul DeliTered 
in tlm rnscncc of 
Dahikl Dupkb, Joum WHaxLWuanr. [i. a.} 

Jo UK ItlRST, 

Sulfolk, as. Boalon, October je iOih, 1 719. 

John Wbcclwright, E*qr^ pcnonaly appearing, at^nowle^ged 
the above Imtrumcnt to be his volliuitary act ""i Deed. 

Cor. Wft. Wklstkkd, JimL Peace. 
Provence ot > 
Newharap^re. | Entered and Teconlc<l in the 1 Ith Book of 
tlienid Records, Page I36-I39, tlu4 24lli of October, 1119. 

I'r. Sainl. I'liduillow, lU-njrxlur. 



copy OF TiiK ciiABTi::!! or londokderby. 

Goorgc, By the grace of God, King of Great Britain, Fiance, 
and Ireland, Defender of tlic Fuitli, cte. a 

To all people, to wliom these prcscnU sliill come — Groctiag. 
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Know yo that we, of onr especial knowledge and mere 
motion fbr the due encouragement of settling New plantations, 
By and with the advice and consent of onr council, have Given 
and Granted, and by these presents, as far as in us lies, do Give 
and Grant, in cipial shares, unto sundry of our beloved subjects, 
whow nnnios arc entered into a sche<lule hereunto annexed, that 
inhabit^ or shall inhabit-, within the said grant, witliin our Province ' 
of New Hampshire, all tliat Tract of Land Within the following 
bounds, ' l)eing ten miles square, or so much as amounts to ten 
miles square, and no more : Beginning on tlie northeast angle at 
a beach Tree, marked, which is the southeast angle of Chester, 
and nmning from thence due south, on Kingston line four miles 
and a half; and from thence on a west line, one mile and three 
qiuirters; and from thence south,. six miles and a half; and from 
thence west-northwest, nine miles and a half; and from thence 
north, eleven miles and a half; from thence north-northeast, three 
miles; from thence cast-southeast, one mile; and from thence 
south-southwest, to the southwest angle of Chester; and* from 
thence, on an east-southeast line, bounding on Chester, ten miles, 
unto the Beach tree first mentioned ; and tliat the same be a 
town corporate by the name of Londonderry, to the persons 
aforesaid forever. Provided, nevertheless, and Uie tnte intent and 
meaning of these presents is, anything to the contrary, notwith- 
standing, that nothing in this, our said Grant, shall extend to, or 
be understood to extend, to defeat, prejudice, or make null and 
void any Claim, Title, or Pretence which our Province of tlie 
Massachusetts Bay may h<ave to all or any part of the premises 
Granted as afoivsaid, or the Right, claim, property, or Demand of 
any private person or persons, by reason or means of all or any 
part of the said Granted Premises falling wiUiin the line or 
boundaries of our said province of the Massachusetts. To have 
and to hold the said lands to the Grantees, their heirs and assigns 
foi*cvcr, upon the following conditions, namoly : — 

Firet, That the Pmprictors of every share build a dwelling- 
house within three years, and settle a family therein, and break 
up three acres of ground, and plant or sow the same within four 
yoars, and \M\y his or their projxirtion of the town charges, when 
and so oftrn as cxicasion shall rcfiuirc the same. 

Secondly : That a meeting-house shall be built witliin four 
ycai-s. 

Thirdly : That, upon default of any partirnlar proprietor in 
roniplyiuf^ with the conditions of this Charter on his jiart, such 
de]in(}uent Proprietor shall forfeit his share to the other Propri- 
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etors, to be disposod of by yoto of tho major part of the propri- 
etors, and in case of an Indian war witliin the said four years, the 
said grantees sliall have four years more, after the said war is 
ended, for the performance of these conditions. 

Fourthly : The said men and Inhabitants also rendering and 
paying for the same, to us, our successors, or to such Officer or 
OfKccrs as shall be ap{x>intcd to receive the same, the Annual 
quitrcut or acknowledgment of one peck of |X»tatoes, on the 
first day of October, yearly, forever. Reserving also unto us, 
our heirs and successors, all mast-trees growing on said tract of 
Land, and according to the acts of Parliament in tliat behalf 
made and provided ; and for Uie better order, rule, and govern- 
ment of the said Town, we do, by these presenU, Grant for us, 
our heirs and successors, unto the said Grantees, that yearly and 
every year, upon the fifth day of March, forever, except on tlio 
Lord's day, and tlien on the Monday next following, they shall 
meet, elect, and choose, by tlie nuijor |»art of the Electoi's present, 
all Town Officers, according to the usage of tlie other towns 
within our said provinces, for Uie year ensuing, with such |x>wcri, 
privileges, and authorities as other town officers in our provinces 
aforesaid do enjoy. As also, that on evei*y Wednesday in tlie 
week, forever, they iimy hold, keep, and enjoy a market, for tho 
setting and buying goods, wares, mcix:liandize, and all kinds of 
creatures, endowed with the usual privileges, pix)fits, and Liuuuni- 
ties as other market-tOAvns usually hold, possess, and enjoy ; and 
two fail's annually, forever ; the first to be held or kept within 
the said Town, on the eighth day of October next, and so de anno 
in annum, forever, and the oUier on the eighth of May, in like 
manner ; provided, that if it shouUl so happen, that at any time 
either of those fiill on the Loixl's day, then the. said fair shall be 
held and kept the day following, and tliat the said fair sliall have, 
hold, and possess the Liberty, Trivilcges, and Immunities that 
other full's in other Towns usually ]x>ssess, hold, an<l enjoy. In 
witness whereof, wo have caused the seal of our said Pix^vince to 
be hereunto affixed. 

Witness, Samuel Shute, Esq., Our Governor an<l Com- 
mander-in-chief of our said Pi-oviuce, tlio twuuty-fu-st day of June, 
Anno Domini 1722, in the eighth year uf unr ivv^u. 

\\y advice of the Conncil. Samuki. SiiUTK. 

lliciiAiiD AValdkon, Clerk Council. 
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The Schedule of the names of the Proprietors of Londonderry, 



6harot 
Jolm Moor, 

Rolx^rt Wilson, 
Samuel Moor, 
James ami •Tr)hn Doak, 
John Arclilkilil, 
Henry Green, 
Alxjl Mcrrcl, 
Kandel Alexander, 
Ilobcrt Doak, 
Alexander Walker, 
Jolm Clark, 
James Anderson, 
James Alexander, 
James Morison, 
Jolm Mitchel, 
Archibald Clendincn, * 
John Damctf^ 
James McKeen and sou, 
Jona. Taylor, 
Alexander Nichols, 
"William Hnmphra, 
John Barnet and sons, 
David Craig and W. Gilmorc, 
John SU'.wart-, 
Hiomas Stool 1, 
Samuel Allison, 
Robert Weir, 
John Morison, 
Allen Anderson, 
Mr. MacGregore and sons, 
James Nesmith, 
James Clark, 
William Gregg, 
John Gregg, 
James Gregg and sons, 
David Cargil, Jr., 
Robert McKeen, 
Janet, John, and \ - 

Samuel McKeen, ) 
Alexander McMurphy and ) i 
James Liggit, ) 

28 



"William Chchran, 
William Willson and > 
John Richey, ) 

William Thompson, 
Hugh Montgomery, 
Robert Morison, 
Alexander McNeal, 
Robert Boyes, 
John McMurphy, * 
John McNeal, 
William Campbell, 
Capt David Caiplo, 
John Archibald, Jr., 
James McNeal, 
Daniel McDufice, 
Samuel Huston, 
Col. John Wheelwright, 
Edward rroclor, 
Benjamin Kidder, 
John Gray, 
Joseph Kider, 
John Goflfe, 
Samuel Graves, 
John Crombie, 
Matthew Clark, 
James Lindscy, 
James Lesly, 
John Anderson, 
James Blair, 
John Blair, 
James Moor, 
John Sheales, 
James Rogers, 
Joseph Simonds, 
Elias Kays, 
John Robey, 
John Senior, 
Jolm GoflTc, Jr., 
Stephen Perce, 
Andrew S|)auldon, 
David Bogle, 



Shares. 



□ISTOKI or LOmOXDEI 



Urn, Potcr, nn<l ) 
Iwlniir Cu'ltnui, f • 
iMDUtil Grey};, Siuuuol *> 
]n>vu«,AiHl Ittiliifrt tkijrc«,{ 
ttauM Aikfa, 
{Villiam Aikim, 
SdwanI Aiken, 
tuim WAllaee, 
k-ujauuii Wiilwn, 
IimIivw Toiia, 
IdIui Itcll, 
hvul MinisHi, 

Umun lluliuv*, 
lulin Givca, 
VDIiuu Kajfon, 

£tiuliutli Willmii aiul ) 
kfuy, Iivr lUngliti^, f 



I ThfuutfCUii. 

I Nt:l>L-n>ra]| GilTvn, 

1 JauHu McGlnu-l^a, 

I l^in>i>na(,-ii lot, 

I Jolin IWikou, Jr^ 

1 Julm UcCiHiora^}-, 

1 ' JUiu McChirg, 

I I Jolm Wo-llwn. 

1 Dciiing WtAiwottIt, 

1 ' Rklanl Woktrt-ii, 

I UuitL Gurvmar Wvniirortk. 

, i ItoU'ii Aniutniag, 

* 1 KoUa AdMiiij-, 



Wlmk- nunilwr, ml 

Mill aixtvt! wluit U alrvaJ/ giroB ia ik 



Ur. HcGrcgorc, SSOlMr. Junea Gr^^ 130 

Mr. McKccn, SftO JoliD Goflc, ]oo 

Mr. Dyiil Cargil, 100 1 

And U> tlic two lots last mcntionni, viz. Gregg aid GoTe, a 
mill-iitrcam witlun llic foid Town, fur iIhut guod acrrioos in pco- 
muting die tettlcDieut of tlie Tumi. 

Ricii.tB» Waldron, Ocrk Ctannca. 
Now IlnmiHliiK, June 21, 1703. 

AdiiiiUuil l'rul)riuti>nt :ind CiiiiuiHNii'ra 111 (Iw 'I'uvu uT Luuiliin- 
dcrry, wilhllie pcr*om ncnlioiicd iu tliis Sclieduk', IIi» Hxcvl- 
lenuy, Governor Sliutc a bonic-lot bikI SCO at'ita. Ilia Uooor 
Lieut Governor Wuntwortli a luiiic-lut mid liatv SOO ^ema. 
Samuel runlialluw, 1 iJiarc Uiolianl Wilicnl, ] j^„ 

Mark llunkcn, 1 " -Hiai. WcHtbrook, | - 

George JvlTrivs, 1 " Tliouiaa rnikcr, | » 

Sbadrac AValton, 1 " Aix-liiUd. Mellwtrick, 1 " 

RiciiAUD Waldbon, Clerk to Cooadt 
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JUSTICR M'KKKN'8 COMMISSION. 

A copy of the cominiwJion of Jamf.s McKkkn, E«i., a Justico 
of tlic I'cacc, in Ix)n<lon<lcny ; the original 1)cing now (1850) in 
a gmxl state of preservation, in the hands of his great-grandson, 
Rev. Silas McKecn, of Bradford, Vt 

Geoi'gc, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, etc., — to our trusty and 
well-belove<l James McKeen, E.*«i., Greeting. Know you tliat 
We, rej)Osing much confidence in your loyalfy, skill, and ability, 
have constituted, ordained, and made, and by these presents do 
constitute and apiK>int you to 1)C one of our Justices crffthoPeaoe, 
within our Province of New Hampshire, in America ; hereby 
willing and recpiiring you to keep, and cause to be kept, all ordi- 
nances and stattites made for the promotion of peace, and conser- 
Ttition of the same, and for the quiet nde and govemnient of Our 
people, in all and every the articles thereof, in Our said Troy 
ince, aeeonling to the form and elTect of the same ; fully to act, 
l>erfonn, and do all, and whatsoever to the Justice of the Peace 
(within the said Province) doth appertain, aeeonling to the laws 
tliat now are, or may l>e, in force within the same. 

In witness whcix^f, we have caused tlie seal of Our said 
Province to Iw heivunto affixed. 

Witness, Sanuiel Shute, Esqr., Our Ca])tain, General, and 
Governor in Chief, in and over Our said Piovince of N. 
Ilamp., at Portsmouth, the Twenty-ninth day of April, in the 
sixth year of Our reign. Anno Domini 1 720. 

{l. 8.] Saml. Shuts. 



COPY OF AN EAHLY PAUI8II TAX-LIST. 

Province of ) To Alexander McCollom, old parish Con- 
New Hampshire. ) stable, in Londonderry, in said- province, to 
[i» 8.] Coleet the Minister's sallary on Uio west side 

of Bcvor Brook, in said town. Greeting. 

You arc hereby Ucquaired in his Maj*te« Name to Collect the 
followinjT sums, jw they are anexcd to each man's Name in thit 
Jjist ; they Wing the inhabitance of tlie old parish in London- 
deny, aflbixisaid. And the said sums, so Collected, you are to 
pay to us the subscribers, or our Order, at or before the tenth 



SS8 msToET or LointbicDntBT. 

Dftjr «f Jonuvy Di'xt Eiituiug, in Oid«r lo pMjr t^ Ber*!! Wit- 
EMm D»vi<lMiii liu Millar; fur hk Ijibocs An m n git n^ m iW yimr 
ITSO. Ad.1 If any ikisxi iluU Noglect or Rc-Tdm FkjwcM if 
Aa aim ur suma ou liim or litem *o uKaoil or apploMd. Ta« 
W« to Uako DtsUVM upcD all aoch w tin Law Diraeto; «kd ftr 
wmntof Owxl or CluKtclj wtutrwo bi Distruo, Van u» loKie 
Aa Bodr, and Ccmunitu Uiiii or lltoin lo Ibe ConMon GoBcc/aM 
prorau'u, tbvro lo Iknuiin nniill bo or they AmU p»j dw «n* «r 
■Dim iM >>ini or llu-iu n b»chn1 or ^iplolKd, Aai Hum AM I* 
joor SnUit-ii'iil Wnrnuit. Gitcb uimIut Our laaila whI moI, ai 
Loodumlcny, tliii iiinili Ihif of NovcuiUr, mud in tL« tvcBly- 
fbudi year of hu ftvaign. Axtao IXxui. 1 T&U, 

John Chomkt, 

Joux Babkxtt, 

PALKX'lt KKLattY, 
Samvki. Uuhruom, 



9ol» 


lUnKX. 


1 14 


t. 

1 


JohnBiwm, 


S IS 


Jamai 


IUnw.r. 


» )7 


5 


Jaw(d>W<ai««. 


S li 


Wo<r 


» CaMerwood, 


3 IT 


& 


WaiBMnEyM.. 


4 I> 


RobtCUrk, 


fi 14 


> 


Jauca CoL^Uran, 


S 7 


Itobt W^lATC, 


4 » 


3 


Nvtlianid IliJmi, 


S 7 


Iknj. IVilL...., 


3 8 


9 


WIILuu &l<.Iicl^ 


1 6 


Cai.L AnUrew To.ld, 


1 8 


8 


Wi^^V Wilt™, 


3 S 


Julin Wiillan:, 


! > 


8 


JoWfll Ikll, 


3 3 


J»liu Banwt, 


2 17 


4 


Nuoion Cocbiaa, 


3 li 


Cur. James WUboa. 


2 17 


S 


f eter Coilinu.. 


» 


CapL Andrew Todd, 


fi 14 


9 


Waaam Coeltran, 


* 


David Moruon, 


S 8 


1 


Thoa. mil«>n. 


S IS 


J.«o|.h Coclirao, 


5 14 


9 


&uu1 Itilltr, 


t It 


Will'm IWlty, 


1 a 




Dn. Jolm Kluoro, 


s a 


TluM. WnlUec. 


5 a 




Cr bU Nv.j«w. 


i 


TLos. CouLran, 


5 8 


11 


Do. Talmk Douglass, 


& c 


Jtilin Croincy, 


4 IS 


e 


fur liii Nogrow, 


a 


John Uaclurge, 


I 15 


10 


Som-I llori^ii. 


ft 14 


Jaiiieg Wallace, 


1 IS 


10 


ItoU. Craigc, 


5 14 


Jolin Banct, 


1 i 




Jalii<:9 M.HTOW. 


2 17 


WU'm Edi«m, 


1 1 




Tboi. Mat'lcarj, 


S IT 


James D<wk, 


3 IS 


7 


ALraham Holm*, 


X 17 


AV.;d'w Woodbum, 


3 


2 


JohnUoIno, 


3 17 


Mattb 


u-w Wrigbt, 


2 11 


7 


Ilalbcrt Homon, 


X 17 
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Sani'l Dickoy, 
Pclcr rcttcrson, 
John Marhirgc, 
Hugh Young, • 
Sanil Fisher, 
Wcd'w Hogg, 
James CaUlwcIl, 
AlcxV Mncolam, 
William Macnicll, 
Joseph Boys, 
James Oughtcrson, 
Robt Kcnady, 
William Cox, 
Edward Cox, 
Charls Cox, 
Joseph Cox, 
Wc<rw Macalcstcr, 
Will'm Maralcstcr, 
Jnufes King, 
Litlc S(ini*l Af orison. 



£ n. 

2 17 

2 17 
5 14 
8 7 
1 13 
1 13 
8 7 



8 

3 
2 
1 
1 



7 

7 

4 

2 

2 

11 

11 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

1 10 
14 

2 4 



il. 
6 

5 
9 
8 
8 
8 
3 
3 
8 



Robt IVttcrson ) 
and his mother, > 
William White, 
James Boys, 
Sam*l Boys, 
Christcphor Eyars, 
Cur. James Willson's 

sons, 
Alex'r Craige, 
John Morison, 
Alex'r Macmurphy, 
John Cox, 
John Wallace, 
John Rowside, 
Robt Livingstone, 
Edward Aiken, 
James Anghonliowl, 
Hugh CaniplH*1l, 
Edwanl I'rcalKjry, 
Tlios. Graluims, 



£ fl. d. 

1 2 

2 4 

1 10 

14 

1 5 



7 
8 



8 



1 5 6 

12 9 

12 9 

12 9 
12 
16 

12 9 

12 9 • 

12 9 
14 

16 2 



ft 

4 
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MKMORIAL OF M.VTTIIRW THORNTON AND OTIIBRS TO THB 

GKNKRAL COURT. 

To His Excellency, Benning Wcntworth, Esq., Captain, Gen- 
eral, Governor, and Commander in Chief in and over his 
lilajesty's Province of New Hampshire, -the Honourable, his 
Majesty's Council and House of Representatives. 

Wc, the subscribers. Freeholders and Inliabitants in London- 
derry, and I^rovince aforesaid, humbly bog leave to return our 
sincere and hearty thanks for the late gracious Act, in which it 
is Stipulated tliat Londonderry aforesaid shall liave no more than 
thi*cc Taverns and two Retailers, for the present and four Ensu- 
ing years, and we had mther the nmnbcr were diminished than 
incrca.scd. 

Jjondondcrr}', Sept 26th, Annoquc Domini 1758. 



Matthew Tliomton, 
William Wallace, 
William Cox, 



Charles Cox, 

John Macartney, (?) 

William Cochran, 



28» 



T^^^^^^BwroirH 


0* LOaooDDnnT. 


Juhn Cochnui, 


Samud Bmikin, 


Pulnr C-xlirw, 


JanXM l-nnl. 


ItoU'd Cochtmn, 




Nii>in>. CmLmn, 


Ju)>» StotI, 


Jobn WftlWc, 


Suuuol Stt-cl, 


Nnthani.^1 AikeD. 


Jiw Wiwir, 


Iliigh Yuuui;. 


J..I.II KIcK^HM«, 


IUi»la1 Aluuador, 


E|.linum Uanli, 


Juikc* AniWnoo. 


Janiea llicKuiaoo. 


IkivM AixtcnKin, 


IIiipI. 'n.«ui»«»s 


Siu>iiK-l Moore, 


Willioiii lluuHducr, 


AI«-rW.NuU, 


William Orr, 


Tb«uwG™r. 


John ft[uor. 


Joliii Diirluuu, 




!tol«rl Moow, 




• Juhn lluukin. 




llomu Wibon, 


lUilH-rt AlacMnrpb}-, 


J«nat ^VUlmi, 


Samuel lIoiwIoB, 


Jmiw* WillMD, 


JuuiRi n<Muto>t, 


HcMQamctt, 


Dtiiiiil Uolie, 


Junui AiktiQ, 


WiiliMD Taylor, 


8Mm<-l Mill^ 


It^K l^terson. 


Jtdiii Itanicit, 


William Eayiu, 


\L.Un lUnu-u. 


Jd...->f,ur. 



Sniuuvl Alimn, 

SiUUUL'l AlilN 

Ui>vi.l Sled, 
ThomBi CrcMga, 
David Craigo, 
Shiuui:! Sfurriaoa, 
liUttliow l^ylor,' 
Ji>)in llof^, 
JoliD MitclK'll, 



Jr, 



Robert Moor, 

Jauiua CahlHcll, 
I'ktriuk Douglua, 
Alcx'r lUnkio, 
Daniel UcDuAe, 
Robt-it AJonn, 
Jamci UcGr^otv, 
JokuTtykr. 



In April 17TG, in sccor^nco with a ivcanrocmbtiaa x^ ife 
Coiitincutol CongrcsB, circulara wcru icut, bf the Can^nittce at 
Sall-ty of New llani)tsliire, to tlio Selectmen of the M!Vd»l tow:^ 
in the State, rcqucatiiig them to procure the lignaturca t£ an tkc 
males in llie town, over twcnt)--onc jcan of age, (ynA eertaia 
GzceptiiNU,) to the dedanUioa coolaiucd >n tbe orcNfavi **d *■> 
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report the names of all wlio should refuse to dgn. The following 
IS a copy of the circular sent to the Selectmen of Londonderry, 
of the names of tliose who signed, and of those who refused to 
sign iL 

To the Selectmen and Committee of Londonderry, Colony of 
New Ilampshtrc. 

In Conunittee of Safety. 

April 12th, 1776. 

In onlcr to carry the underwritten uksolvks of the Hon'blc 
Continental Congress into execution, You are requested to desire 
all males above Twenty-One years of age, (Lunaticks, Idiots, and 
Negroes excepted,) to sign to' tlie declaration on this paper ; and 
wltcu so done, to make return hereof, togctlier with tlio name or 
names of all who shall refuse to sign the same, to the General 
Assembly, or Committee of Safety of this Colony. 

M. Wearb, Chairman. 

In Congress, March 14th, 1776. 

Ilcsolved, that it be recommended to the so?eral assemblies. 
Conventions, anfl Councils, or Committees of Safety, of the United 
Colonics, immediately to cause all persons to be disarmed within 
their Rcs])ective Colonies, who are notoriously disaffected to the 
cause of America, or w1k> have not associated, and refuse to asso- 
ciate, to defend by arms, tlie United Colonies against the hostile 
attempts of tlie British fleets and armies. 

(Copy) Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Tuompson, Sec'ry. 

In ronscqivnce of the above resolution of the Hon. Conti- 
nental Cougrem, and to shew our determination in joining our 
American brethren in defending the Lives, Liberties, Properties 
of the Inhabitants of the United Colonics : — 

Wo, the SubscrilKxrs, do hereby solemnly engage and promise, 
that we will, to the utmost of our power, at the Risque of our 
Lives and Fortunes, with arms, op[>ofle the Hostile proceedings 
of the British Fleets and Armies, against the United American 
Colonics. 

^latthew Tliomton, William Alexander, 

Joseph Givgg, Isaac Peabody, 

George Duncan, Junr., McGrcg»>re, 

John Gregg, Daniel licynolds, 

Benjamin Gregg, George Russel, 



^BI^^^^^nS^T 




John Moor, 


Aiulivw Clcndiiun, 


John Aiken, 


TLU.UU. WilUm, 


Tbuiuu TiKgait, 


&imi.il hforuxm. 


Joha Ni--sa>ith, 


Jiihn Slt'ol, 


Jun^ CocUntu, Jiuir., 


Jiiiii.^3 Ni.-W>, 


Jaiiio* MvOrefc-oro, 




Jdin aulc}-, 




John Gibiiorc, 


Kobcrt lluhucs. 


UoU. McNeil, 


Atlum D-inUp, 


Arthur Archibali). 


AViDiau f>>vidMn, 


Willimii KvUf, 


B^U-Uunr, 


WiUuuu Gn-g^, 


lUit. Smith. 


HngU Monigwocry, 




John PiiikLTtuii, 


SainiHl r.n-;^ i^^ 


M(WM Idnkcalcr, 


lhivi.1 -IVIor, ^^^H 


Bcnjaniin Cbcncy, 


John Ilot.k>i», ^^^H 


Da»ia Clcnainin, 


Sanini-I ilareb, ^^^1 


J«i.« PHul, 


Robl- Morriain, ^^^ 


JoLu Cochnn. 




ItolwH Wtll«H), 




Tnnoll,y F««i., 


GLorgc MaiuilieU, 1 


Btcphcii II<Jhui>1, 


Jul... Aniib. 1 


WiUiniu V.UCC, 




Nniluii Stiiuun, 


U.4x^rt M. KiirianJ. 



David Cmif^, 
Jolin rKiilIi'U, 
Jamca CocIusd, 
Jamus Alcxnndor, 
MaUbow Miller, 
Mosos Banict, 
John Vance, 
Aldx'dr. McCoUom, 
Adam Wiar, 
Robcit Walton, 
Thomas MuCleary, 
Robert Kfacordjr, 
J<4iii Itobiiuon, 
John Taltcn, 
Sand. Dickcjr, 
James Walbice, 
Jobii Holitica, 
Alei'r. Cragc, 
RobL Gihnore, 



John T} tor, 
Wlliain Tybr. 
John Uanl^ 
Wm. CnuiiiiighMit, 
Thomu Andcraoo, 
TlioDus Crtag^ 
MaUhcw CUtk, 
Imm Brewster, 
Joliii Bantet, 
John Ilibuid, 
Joliu Bamet, Junr., 
Jamus Audcnon, 
Jolm Guiiion, 
Adam THylor, 
Sauioel Taj'lor, 
John IM\, 
Win. Diiuean, 
Abniliaiu Duucui, 
John Cos, 
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Ilol)crt Monw)n, 
J<»lin Crcni;?, 
James Tagj^rt, 
Samuel Anderson, 
James Adams, 
James Ncsmitli, 
KoIkjiI: A«lams, 
Archil lald Mack, 
James Nc*smith, Junr., 
James Miltimore, 
Samuel Clark, 
James Ewinjr, 
James Donaldson, 
William Rogers, 
David McKcen, 
John Wallace, 
David Paul, 
Samuel Ghrinis, 
Saml. Wilson, 
James Dinsmoor, 
Sanuiel Greg^j, 
John McKeen, 
Geoi^ Duncan, 
Samuel Fisher, 
John Duncan, 
James Anderson, 
Jas. Hopkins, 
Ri)l»t. An'hiUald, 
John Hunter, 
James Miltimore, 
Jonathan Wallace, 
David Pinkcrton, 
James A<lams, Junr., 
Thomas Ilogei-s, 
James Anderson, 
William Anderson, 
Jose]>h ^lack, 
Josiah Duncan, 
Koliert Crai^e, 
John ^IcAlester, 
Tliomas Holmes, 
David McCleary, 
Ephraim Dimond, 



John Anderson, 
John- Patterson, 
Alexander Ik)yd, 
Thos. Wallace, Junr., 
James BamoU, 
John McClurg, 
Samuel ^forison, Junr., 
llolwrt Dickey, 
Joseph Chapman, 
Elias Smith, 
John Marsliall, 
IIum])hrey Holt, 
Andrew ^lack, 
Archibald McAIcstcr, 
Andrew Todd, 
Robert Thompson, 
John Thompson, 
Isaac Walker, 
Saml. Tlioin|)son, 
Andrew .Todd, 
Rolxsrt MeColom, 
David Brewster, 
James Adams, 
James Mclilurphj, 
James Alexander, 
John Mcintosh, 
Robt McMurphy, Junr., 
Samuel Mririson, 
Mattliow Pinkcrton, 
Samuel Alls, 
Alexander Craig, 
Hugh Watt, 
Archibald McMurphy, 
Jcdediah Patee, 
Samuel Willson, 
James Willson, 
Adam Dickey, 
John Dickey, 
George Coming, 
James Boyes, 
Samuel White, 
George McAllastcr, 
I^Iattlicw Dickoy, 



ntnoBT or LOHDOHOEUBr. 






JtimKeTT, 
SmA WftlLtn, 

TfaMu U.C1. 
Jinot Cluw. 
WiBlun t'd^ 



John Mt'A-Luui, 
Job Mi-OlcucLo, 

JoMp). 11^, 
Jolw Waits. 
Tbookas HiUiiiJj, 
Jaoaa Lyons, 
Junos llf'^-i:, 
FniDcu Hilckell, 
Wm. JcdiiutoD, 
Hiigl) KatUi}-, 
I'olor Kalte)-, 
Itubt- Cluuilinin, 
William Wicr, 
Nil' I Milan IXfllgo, 
Julm Dwiilull, 
Henry Ciunpboll, 
David Portor, 
Tlionuu Wallace, 
Jjuiioa WalL-Mic, 
GiMi'go BlcUurpby, 
William Wallace, 
Jusupli CocLnui, 
Siitiiiicl Itiiiikiii, 
Williiim Ituxkiii, 
JiiJiies Itiiiiuiu]', 
Julin llmiler, 
Daniel lluulup, 
Tlionuu Wilson, 



JtaSd Pliuilur, 
HatlaiiiL-1 Kruwo, 



John CUrk, 
^flUiam Kayr*, 
Jo)t» ItaDiscy, 
Williaiu ICaiuacjr, 
Willuai Cinhran. 
Jolui Raniao^, 
Ju 111.10 CtnuiUo, 
Jotill Crotubic, 

Siwouii Itnbunuii, 
Elcoxor Cuntui;^, 
Klu^ncHT Tiirlms, 
Soinacl Kikjni, 
11ciiIk:i) I'lLgv, 
Jciiuktitau RifJ, 
Juaojih FiitLij, 
Jiilm Cliik, 
Samuel TlmmpsMi, 
JusLi!, Jones 
JoMph Curtice, 
Thouiaa Sentcr, 
AVilUam Ricluinldon, 
WUIiuu Alexjiiulur, 
Jamea Darrafa, 
Eiekiel Chula, 
Natliaoicl Hale, 
I&niel UanluU, 
Bcnjaatiii Kidder, 
JoMphHoblw, 
Elijali Towni, 
SlojiUcn Diriu«ll, 
William MtMT, 
Joiuca Tuva, 
Jolin Mun:h, 
Suiimitl Sviik'F, 
Joiiiiij Grugji, 
Willinnt Iloyd, 
Abul I'liuimtor, 
Josliua Cfwct (?) 
William Dickof, 
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Samuel Karr, 
William Eaycrs, 
Samuel McAdams, 
William Dirkcy, 
Thomas Boyd, 
Peter Ilobinmu, 
William Steel, 
William ^IcAilamfi, 
Robert Me Adams, 
Jolm llobiusou, 
David IValxwly, 
Joseph Steel, 
Geoi-gc Burrouglu*, 
Isaac ra|»e, 
Philip Marstou, 
David Ijawrencc, 
Richanl Marshall, 
Snmsou Kidder, 
James Barret, 
Joliu Suiilli, 
Josiah Burrouglis, 
William Burroughs, 
Moses Barret, 
David Campbell, 
William IIuw, 
William Grimes, 
Koln^rt. Andersou, 
Samuel C<M*Iirau, 
Sauuud Bliller, 
John Duncan,' 
John Jafjues, 
John Pink(^rton, 
Tniewoiihy Sargent, 
Jejsst* Annis, 
Thomas Pen-in, 
Thomas jMciIcher, 
llobort C*K*hran, 
Ji>«eph Blorison, 
Arthur Bovd, 
David Conelly, 
Parker BI(X)ix*s, 
John Stewart, 
Thomas Stewart, 



Alexander Kobinsoii, 
Robert McKecn, 
George Orr, 
Simeon Morrill, 
Moses Rowcll, 
Barnes Morrill, 
James Cheney, 
David Davison, 
Alexander Kassay, 
David Colbcy, 
Daniel Cheney, 
Cliarles Sargent, 
John Kinkead, 
Abraham Pago, 
Stephen Johnson, 
William Grey, 
Samuel Dodge, 
William Parkinson, 
Alexander Campbell, 
Denis Ilealey, 
Robert Walhico, 
Denis Plummer, 
James Miller, 
John Stinson, 
John Karr, 
Rol)ort Hunter, 
James Mat-gregorc, 
James Jjitcli, 
John Archibald, 
Geoi^^e Moor, 
William Morison, 
William Gilmoro, 
William Smith, 
John IJvingston, 
Daniel McDuflfec, 
Jacob Bartlett, 
Geoi^re I^avidson, 
David Colby, 
AlexV ClaHc, 
Wm. Parker, 
Daniel McNeill, 
James Vance, 
l^obert Boyd, 



ssa ittsToitv 


Of LONDOtfDKRRT. ^^^^H 


JluUrt BoyJ, Ju 


"V. 


Joiuos W>I1«M). ^^M 


J«x>b Fowlc, 




Jauu-'s En} res, ^^^| 


Jcilin WuliU), 




Jokn Mi'Duil'vc, ^^H 


John AlouiHler, 




John Afouiv. ^^H 


Ricluird Euwiw 




Stunud Wliiic, ^^H 




Hiijjh Danshu, ^^^1 


Rulwrt Il<t|ikiiis, 




JiJui Iluuijilirvy, ^^^^H 


Jol,u Ht^uuli,, 




Samuel Allison. ^^M 






Tiumva Ciisty, ^^H 


Lmnc CocUrau, 




LoiiJondcrrj-, Juno j* S*lh, 1T7S. ' 


To tl.0 noi.-|>1u II. 








Uampddco, 


AgrcftUu lo tim 


T^IU>M 


of Ilio Iluo'bic ConutkittM! uT Sofrtr 


for tl.6 Cobny. *« 


luvu tokun jiaiua U> gu Uirough niili ihu aso- 


ciatiuu |iiij>|M.'r, ui<l 


wi-Gua 


noue who rcriL»» lo aJ^i Uic aunv cji- 


cep{ tbu [Minuiiii 1 






Morisou, Abraham Mori»,B, WtlUto. 


I[u)U|>l>n7. itovia 


MumcM 


. Soiuuel ElU, Doct Geofgc Wood. 


John lIolniiM, liciil. lo « 




Mow, llul«rt M«.r 


, Jtunca Cfwiinui, Siuuuul CUA, Jului SUiwMt. 


lly uiiIl' 


roftlioSclwliiiuu, 






Tiios. Ta«gaiit, SuWi CIctfc 



Id prcjcntiDg tlio names of tho Boliliera ot the fieTolntiiMi fr«m 
LoDdundcrty, it u duomcd prcfuraUo to fftc, aa &r ma it tarn 
conrciiicnti)' bo iliuic, Uutiuct lUta of Ihoao enrolled in tbc *Brio^ 
cnlialmonld nude in tho Iowa, ratbcr than one list of all tkMe wk> 
survol at anj timo durii^ (ho war. T]os coumc, however, nceea- 
iutrily caiisu4 occasional reiwlition of names. Nolwitliataodui' 
much jkaiud Iulj been taken lo obtain comjiicle list^ tbcy are, in 
two or tbrue In^taiii^cs, diiluctivc 

Soon after tlio news of the battle of Lexingloa had been i«- 
ecivoil, Captain Gcur^ lieiil utan:hod with a naujiany of ncarij 
a hundred uieu fnim Loodouduny, and joined the Amciion 
forces at Ifedfurd. The folluwinj; b a list uf die oOicen and 
privates couiinaug this com|iany, aa it was uu the twcntj-eistek 
of July, 1775. 
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George Rcid, captain ; Abralmin lleid, lieutenant ; James An- 
derson^ second lieutenant ; Jolin I'atten, quartemutftcr sergeant ; 
Daniel ^liltimorc, John Nesniith, Roln^rt Bamet, John Mackey, 
sergeants; Jiuncs ^IcCluer, Iloliert Boyps, Joshua Thompson, 
George McMiirphy, corjiorals ; Rolnsrt Burke, dnimmer ; Tliomas 
Inglis9, fifer ; Matthew Anderson, Roliert Adams, Samuel Ayers, 
Hugh Alexander, John Andermn, Alexander Brown, William 
Boyd, John Campbell, Thomas Campbell, Peter Christie, Solomon 
Collins, Stephen Chase, AVilliam Clyde, William Dickey, James 
Duncan, Sanutel Dickey, John Ferguson, David Gregg, James 
Gilmore, Allen Hopkins, John Ilcnd, Asa Senter, John Hopkins, 
Sanmel Houston, Jonatlian Holmes, Peter Jenkins, John Living- 
ston, El>enezer Mcllvain, Hugh Montgomery, Jolin Morrison, 
James Morrison, Joseph Mack, Martin Montgomer}', Robert Mc- 
Murphy, William McMurphy, William Moore, Robert Mack, 
David McClary, Archibald Mack, James Nesmith, James Nes- 
mith, Jr., William Parker, Joshua Reid, AVilliam Rowell, Tliomas 
Roach, Al)el Senter, James Stinson, Samuel Senter, Samuel 
Thoini>son, John ^''aul'e, Hugh Watts, Tliomas Wilson, John Pat- 
terson, Henry Parkinson, Samuel Stinsou, John Smith, Ricliard 
Cres«sy, James ^^ooro, privates. AVhole nuinl)er, soventy-twa 

It ap|>ears from the accounts for town iKiunticji, in the ofltee of 
the Secretary of State, that I/ondonderry paiti Iwunties lor ninety- 
nine men, who voliinteere*! on the " Lexington alann." There 
were, therefore, twenty-seven others from Jjondonilerry, in tlic 
service, at this time, whoso names, with the exception of David 
^L^l•G^»gor, William Gregg, and William Adams, arc not known. 

In August, 177G, a comimny of eighty men was raised for the 
Canada service, from Col. Matthew Thornton's regiment, which 
comprised the towns of J^ndonderry, Windham, and Pelham, and 
from Col. Josiah Bartletf s regiment., which comprised the towns 
of Kingston, East Kingston, llawke, Sandown, Newtown, Ilamp- 
stead, Plaistow, Atkinson, and Sjilem. Tliis company was com- 
manded by Captain John Nesmith, and formed a part of Colonel 
Wingatc's regiment The following are the names of those 
members of this company who arc believed to have belonged to 
Ix)ndonderr5' : — 

John Nesmith, captain ; Alexander Graham, second lieutenant ; 
Samuel Cherry, ensign ; Solomon To<ld, sergeant ; William Dickey, 
eor|x)ral ; Blichacl George, drummer ; Timothy Dustin, fifer ; 
John McClurg, Samuel Thompson, MatUicw Anderson, John 
Anderson, William Rogers, Robert McCluer, James Ewins, 
James Boyes, Jr., John Orr, Samuel Rowell, John Humphrey, 

29 
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Jolin Cox, Edward Cox, Jobn Anderson, Jr., Thomas Wliitc^ 
Ephraim Wliitc, Joseph Mack, Jaiues Moor, Samuel Eayrcs, John 
Vance, John Itanisey, David Geoi-ge, "William Dickey, Jona. 
Gregg, Hugh Alexander, Abner Andix'wsii, Peter Jenkins, Alex- 
ander Cmige, William Colby, Patrick Fling, William Adanu, 
James Boyes, Jr., Joiui. George, Allen Hopkins, James Gil- 
more, Charity Killieut, John Lanciistor, privates. 

In December, 177(i, the following enlistment was made in Iani- 
donderry, for three montlis in the continental service, in Captain 
Samuel McConneKs eom|Kmy, in Col. David Gilnuin*s regiment. 

James Hopkins, lieutenant ; Jonathan Wallace, sergeant ; Hugh 
Watt, coriMind ; William I^yons, Moties Watt, Tlumuis MeClary, 
Jesse Jones, James Nesmitli, Artlmr Nesmith, John Todd, Ben- 
jamin Nesmith, James Hobbs, Nathan Whiting, Benjamin Robin- 
son, David Marsliall, William Burrouglis, James Gilmoro, John 
Kinkead, Alexander Morrow. 

The following arc tlie names t>f the men fixmi Ixindondcrry, 
who enlisted in tlie years 1777 and 1778, for the continental ser- 
vice, for three yejirs, or during the war; — 

IVtcr Jenkins, Josi'ph Mack, Samuel Walton, Natlianiel Plum- 
mer, William Dickey, Bishop Castor, John Obrian, George Mc- 
Murphy, David Plunmier, Abel Walton, James Campbell, John 
McMurphy, llobert Wilson, Jcjseph McFarland, Saumel Ayers, 
Hubert llogei-s, Sohmion Totld, Fi*ederick Roche, Cliarles Bryan, 
Janu^s Nesmith, William Johnson, John Erwin, Jeremiah Fair- 
field, John Ayixis, John Martin, John Morgan, David Geoi^, 
David Dickey, Ebenezer Mel I vane, Timothy Ilarnngton, Robert 
Boyes, Thomas Holmes, Martin Montgomery, Zachens Dustin, 
Valentine Siirgent, Rol>ert Craige, John Head, James Boyes, John 
Allen, Alexander McMastei's, A1h*1 Whiting, Ambittse Vicker,* 
John Grear,* Glaude Colondjon,* Joseph Coste,* Jean Rotj^ 
Jonathan (jeorge, Michael George, llmothy Ilutchins. 

The i'ullowing names of men fi-om Londonderry, aix: ibund in the 
returns of enlistments for three ye^ii^, or during the war, although 
they do not appear to have received l>ountics fmm that town. 

William Hogg, Sanuicl Hamilton, David Ela, John Mack. 
Zabulou Colby, William Colby, Castor Barnes. 

July 20, 1777, a company of seventy volinitcci's was enlisted 
in Londonderry. It was conmuinded by Capt. Daniel Reynolds, 
and w<is in the battle of Bennington. The following \n a copy 



* Tiiesc men were enlisted at ICxtter, by M:ijoi John Pinkcrton, to 
nnike up the (juoux lor Col. 'Jlioruion's regiment. Their bounties weix* 
paid by Londonderry. 
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from the rt»ll of tlic company : Daniel RcynoUls, captain ; David 
McClary, A<lnin Taylor, lieutenants ; John Ilii^lien, ensign ; Jolin 
Stnitli, John McKeen, John Anderson, John Robinson, sergeants; 
Matthew Dickey, David Clark, Simeon Senter, Jos<»ph Hastings, 
cor|K)rals; Thomas Griflin, fifcr; John Barr, Nathaniel Burrows, 
John Robinson, Geoi*ge Eviston, Joseph Sargent, Isaac Colby, 
Alexander Stevens, William Houston, William Fellows, James 
Nesmitli, Jonathan Cheney, Samuel Rowell, William Sevrans, 
Jonathan Kelso, John Ferguson, Samuel Thompson, Natlianicl 
Sweetser, Diulh'v Bailey, John Camplw^ll, James Humphrey, 
James Taylor, Archibald Cunniu;rli;iin, Willinni Burrows, l*cter 
Robinson, Mansfield McDufl'c*', Nathaniel Cheney, James Mooix*, 
Thomas Carr, S;unuel 8jM»ar, Sanmel C'amplM'll, William Ramsey, 
Roliert Morrison, Thomas Wallace, Joshua Conant, Joseph Cald- 
well, Adam Dickey, William Adams, Thomas McrClary, Hugh 
AVatts, Amirew Ttnld, Thomas Wallace, Jesse Jones, Thomas 
Rogers, Kphmim Gregg, James Blorison, John Watts, Allen An- 
flerson, 1)avi<l Bi*ewst4»r, Jonathan Wallace, John AValla^'c, John 
Todd, John McClary, J<»s<»ph Hoblis, Joseph Stt»el, Sanmel Brown, 
Sanmel Taylor, John Stuart, pnvates. 

October 1, 1777. The following company of volunteers 
marched from I>ondon<leiTy, under the command of Capt. Joseph 
Finlay, and joine<l the Northern continental «ii*my at Saratoga. 
Their tenn of service, however, was short, 

Joseph Finlay, captain; James Clinsty, lieutenant; Robert 
Adams, John Patterson, sergeant.^ ; Jonathan Gilmore, Robert 
Wallace, Adam Dunlap, John McCoy, David Quinten, Samuel 
Gregg, Jonathan Holmes, John ^loore, Peter Christy, William 
Hopkins, Joshua Lancaster, William IMoore, John Taylor, Adam 
Johnson, John A<lams, William Aiken, David Wilson, Thomas 
Morrison, William Alexander, Sanmel Andei'wm, William Mc- 
Kecn, John Hunter, Moses Wjilton, John Wiilton, Samuel Dodge, 
Nathaniel Holmes. 

In the returns of Col. Henry Jjvksou's regiment, we find the 
following names of men from Ix»ndouderry, who enliste<l in 1777, 
John Nesinith, lieutenant ; John Vancc,.s<»rgeant; John Brj'ant, 
TiuHithy Melon, John Mitchcl, privates. 

It a]»peai*s from the ai'counts for town iKiunties, that I^ondon- 
ih»rrv paifl, in 1778, lN>uutics for twenty volunteei*s for the Rhode 
Island service. The names of these vobintexM's, with the exce|>- 
tion of Joseph M«'Kceu, nw not known. In the same year, Jon- 
athan Fcrrin, Hugh Jameson, ami Francis IMitchel, enlisted in 
the eontinentil service, for the term of nine months. 



940 msTour or londokiikrkt. 

In 1TT9, the fonowing cnlkUiHatla werB rnln ii 
foz tho continunbtl acniiti : — 

ThcanM lUiikiii, K.lwunl OuII>r, tUlunl Oaiopic. MdJ^a 
CuniMI, for oiii> fi-«r \ ami Hcarj Wi-tO. Pi-u-r IIaUm, tUdmK 
Bvbvr, Dmriil Ilirlianb. Jaba Kui|.', an^l Juku WbUe, ttmrmg ttm 
ynr; mi Jutui lUo. Ar.lul»ia Ch>i, Juko UtCwij, lac 
Collf)', IImuu. Rn<w, Ncol Alt^Gve, uul ^riud*^ t^JJoo. i» lU 
•ervico kt UIimIc Ulaiul. 

la 1 780, iIki fulluwing ut>w luvica br iJhe ixmineDuI *nnr vtn 
niicJ in La»it<Hi<U>iT> : John UcCwiy, Wlium Tkuo^ Zt 
Willtu, Jidiii Clark, Juliu Uuuiuicfc, fVai|i SIkHmuw, Jim» 
y/lak-y, Wiiulwr liobltn. J«ik» Ilarn*. 'liuiuu UitcWl, S^ 
oel Ufinill, Jiuoci UcMalaii, Jeivuuntt FkirfivM. 

lu Kubnuii^, 17BI, llie luliuwiiig utlubnuato tme nadc in tlii 
toiitD : AUiL-T AnJtvwa, Am Antlmm, Juiailun ftW^ Chvia 
BurrowB, Julin W»nl, AlUni AiiUcnon. ArebUaLI CUHi, Ju^ 
WvliK 1VmU|i KIh-Hmii iio, Martin lljmn, Juuus Uurtv (di-H-rt«¥ 
IVuni Iturguyiiv). Junw* Ailnuw, Ibviil Hnriuua, Jcmuiiab Irjif 
(kill, John MuCartjr, Julin I'uiK, X>uuiul ManJi, Jama Bojd, 
Janic* Illair. 

In 8v|il«i»lwr followiii|i, nino wtiro cnlinlnl in IxxMlood^ny, 
fur llirvti UMHithi, ni-'l nurth.-l iiiuIlt tin- i-iiuiiii.in<J at IJcutCHUit 

Jonathan Aduat ; DMoaly, Waikn Didce/, IWbw HrT ■%!&. 

Allan) Dii'koj, William EairtnHui, Arthur HtmatA, Bobert tCh^ 
.vjK, Juiiioa Gntqr, Elijah Towiu, Alouatlcr UcUuiphy. Abfa- 
liuiii I'urry and Juhn Uannyfukl wure aba in the KTrive in IT8I. 

Ill 1 78i, JtAiu MvCunlj and CharlM Ca*euiiKh enfiMcd btm 
i^uilundorr)'. The Utter iaknaim to have wired during NrenI 
pruvioua coiupaign*. It auty be pn^r to remark, that altlwuith 
lliu mcu who have becu mentioned a« having bcon enbtcd at 
Vctriuu* titUM in Loodonderrjr, are donribed in the rMnm* m 
Ixiiuluiulurr)' inun, tamo Tow of tlieia ma/ have been citiiea* cf 
ulliiir towiu, wlio vnliatul oiul wrvod £ir Loudoodcny. In like 
iiuiiinur icvvral citiKCiia of Lontlumlurrjr cnliMisl and Mirrtil Gir 
olliiir lowiiii. In 1TT7, John Hall aurvctl fur UiHsrficU, ami John 
ICcud, ibr Chichester, lu 1779, Uanlcl Callaglttn icrrcd Ibr At- 
kinson, ami John Moby, Jauiet KcefT, ami Tluaaaa Uilchd, 
Tor llaiu[iton. la 1781, Micbaul KccfT mrvcd for tlao town a( 
AmhvrDt. 

1'lie revolutionary w-rvites of (icn. Rvid, David MacGragcr, 
ItuliLTt MacUrugor, and olhera have been menlioood in the body 
uf diin work. 
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rP.TlTION OF MRMnRItR OF THE WICfiT PARIBII TO TUB GRN- 
KIIAL rf)nilT FOR AN ACT, OltLIGfNG KACII INIIABITANT 
OF LONI>ONI>Rni:Y TO VOTK ANI> PAY TAXK8 IN 
TIIK rARISII IN WHICH II K DWKLLS. 

To TIic Ilnn'Mo. Council niwl IIoiibc of llc.prcj«ciitAtivc« For 
tlic State of New Hnin|>shir('. in General Assembly Convened at 
Kxcter, within ami for said State, May 20, A. D. 1778. 

Tlio snl>j«*nlM*rs, Tnliabitanfs, and fi-eeliolilerR in the We8t 
Parislt in I Londonderry, in The Connly of ]ln<*kin;^h«ini in mid 
State llnnihlv Sheweth. 

That in th<» year A. i». 1730, Ixmdond^ry was by an act of the 
Lejrislatnre of wiid State, Divided into Two Pailfl, Called the £ast 
and West Panshes, with Lilx».rty for a number not Exceeding 
forty lVrR»ns in Each Pansh to \k>\\ to the Other, and Become 
nienilMM*}! of the Parish they <lid not Dwell in. 'J1ie 40 in tlie 
East Parish that Polle*! to the west, by the Assistance of Those 
in the west That lived near the East line, Obtained a Vote t© 
Ibiild and di«l l^uild a Meeting-IIousi*- in sjiid west Parish Very 
near the East line, when said Parish then had a Mecting-Houae, 
near the Center Newly linilt & is now Rotten, for want of use. 

As the nund)er of Inhabitants in the Wcj<t Parish Increased, 
the forty in the East that Poll'd to the west, Multiplied, & are 
now Heeonie a Mnehgreater Numl>er, and by the afore-said Assist- 
ance, To this Day have Obliged all the Rest of tlio Inhabitants 
of the West Parisli to Travel ti» the Me.elin;r-I louse ne^ir the l<)ast 
line, Kxeepting Very lately we have Ik^cu Allowed some Pre^ich- 
ing in a third !Meeting-lIouse, Built near the Centime of said West 
Parish by sul»seription. Dnreiug the Late Rev*nd Mr. David 
ISIacgn^gore's life Time, altlio we were Very sensible of the great 
Injustice Done us, Vet Out of Respeet to Mini, as he lived near 
the Ceutiv of the Ka«*t Parish, we. Allowed Our selves to Bear 
and Forbear. Rut Now he is D<'<*eas<Ml, and yet the 40 in the 
East tluit PoIUmI T*» the West, & their Numen»us jiostcrity Ap- 
pear at The west Parish Meetings, and Being Joined as abovesaid 
Wite the preaching whei-c they Please. 

On the 2.*M of last Apnl, we Obtained a Vote, a Copy whereof 
is I fere with Exhibitc<l ; but well Knowing that the vote of a town 
C^annot Repeal an art of the Legislature, we Exhibit said Copy 
to shew 'i'hat the Majority of the Inhabitance of Londond'ry arc 
willing Justice should be Done. 

For The Reasons aforesaid, we Humbly pray your Honors to 
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Biwclii« Uuit iu all fiibirc 




liM i«riA »l.ervm he DwbU uhI 1« fer Kvcr Rxduanl f™. 


Voiing in (uiy Taridi MeoU 
Dwell*. 


ng RxMjil iu tlu) fkrUli whcraa Le 


ID Doty Bound wiU Ever Vw»f. 


JUDM W«ltu.-C, 


n™. Lcuuuui, 


Uuniy Cuuplwl, 
Jamei Aiulinou, 
John (kD.,.t«l. 
Andn:* Mo. k, 


Julio Bt-nlcr, 


Hubert Uii-kur, 


Jul>i> Ckrfc. 


Je-.J««s' 

Jo«-i4i Curti*, 

Ju)e|4i 01w|HH«lt, 

Imsc Pubulx, 
Elcuw Cuiuitu, 

Tbomu Sunter, 


AJ... -n-a.., Z,. 

J«L-|di il»rvel, 

Sto|>lKrn CLmv, 
&OOI.0I SLUtor, 


Will'ui AkoMubr, 


AMSMtor, 



Jacob Nickob, 
Josi'iih Nidob, 
AVilllaiu Dickuy, 
llalUicw Diekcy, 
Ailaj.1 IHt-kuy, 
Juliii Curuiiig, 
Juliii McAlkiter, 
Anliibald UcAUjter, 
JuIki Durinul, 
Jo'liua Coming, 
NLi'liulaa Dotlgc, 
»i>vi.) Oiinu}-, 
Williiim Wier, 
Ail.ii. Wiix, 
'I'lioiiLLi M<;OUfy, 
TI..HIUU Mi-Cbr}-, Jr., 
Gi.'urgo MvAlistur, 
Jiiiiiisj hyoan, 
WMiata l.yoaa. 



BoubcD Scntcr, 
Jolin Wooilbum, 
NatLan Flnmcr, 
Jame* Gragg, 



Robert UcOdiv, 
John UaRh, 
Aanm Senior, 

Elijali Town!, 
Joba nutcraon, 
Ejibiaini 'IKnuml, 
!»»: Siiiilli, 
'1-liua. l>iiiu-n«n. 



Abvl Flume r, 
Aaa Aodruwa, 
Saauoi'l Btiau, 
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Snmiicl Oraliani, 
Saml McA«1nni^f 
JnniC9 Anderpon, Jr^ 
John Amlorson, 
William Boyd, 
Daviil Boytl, 
Jolin Moor, 
Janiofl Aloor, 
William Moor, 
Rol»crt An<l(M'son, 
John Anderson, Jr., 
AVilliam Andcrran, 
Allen Ande.i'!<on, 
Alexander Boytl, 
Sanri Andenwm, 
Sam*l Anderson, Jr., 
Joseph II<»jr*?» 
Simon Kez«»ar, 
Ahnnn MoHson, 
James no«];<r, 



Matllu^w Diekcy, 
William Hogg, 
Hugh Watt, 
Saml AVhite, 
Thoman White, 
Rol»crt WillBon, 
liobt Boycs, 
John ^Ic Clenche, 
Samnel Fisher, 
Sannu'l Fi}<her, Jr., 
Snnmel Karr, 
Tliomas Rogcni, 
James lingers, 
JofH!!ph Finlay, 
William Anderson, 
Sanniel Boyes, 
John Bamett^ 
JalH»s Towns, 
]^l<»st»s Town, 
James Th(mi]>8on. 



State of I In the House of llepresentattves, Novem'r 
New Ham|ishire ) 4th, 1778. 

UjKin n»ading I he foregoing Petition, Voted that the prayer 
thereof he gran(e<l, and that the Petitioners liave leave to bring 
in a bill ae<*onlingly. 

Si'nt np for eonenrrenee. 

John Jjangdon, Speaker. 
In Council the same day read and concurred. 

E. Thompeon, Sec*y. 



COPY OF KOnivIlT M*f!RKnOU*B I>KKI) OF TIIR COMMON AND 
<:itAVKYAUD IN TIIK KA8T PAUI8II. 

To all Christian people to whom those presents sliall come 
Greeting, — Know ye yt., I, Uolx*rt McGregor, of Londonderr}', 
within his nuij'ts PmvV. of N. Ilannwire, In KnglM for Divers 
gooil muses & eonsi<le rat ions, moving me hereunto, have given, 
grantM, l»ai*g;iinM, «»hl, alienM, enfeotl'M, eonvey'd. Si confinnM 
doth by these*, presents give, grants l>argain, wll, alien, assign, 
make <»ver, & cmifinn unto yo town of Ixindondony afores'd, 
their heirs & Exc'rs, adm*rs & assigns forever, one messuage 



or trwl (4'Uiul. lying witiuiUi K licin<: in lioniliUHliTfy Bliire>'<L, 
■'li Inu^ (it' i-ontnitiiiit; hy (■■dinuUliHi lliivi.' wn*:! tc ■ liaUi% 
MrVli LimI jc iiuiiling lUiiil* u|ii>ii, oa atn a tminiiig ;;ivca ft 
gnvc^Mil Iwtuugiiig ■■> yv it'iI luwu uf Irfjuiliiiatlerr;, M'ch bad 
H UiiU'd will llnutitl'il M IbllowDth ; ris., Iwgiitiiiiig m * red c^ 
tm; nurfc'il nUiKlin^.' d» jc Smubcrty wk- itT jp bi^-ltitay y1 
IcauU itwlvrlf rnui Ml lUMiliiighuuw A atuiiiliii^ ihi j>> litw sf 
R>dn-rt WmreV liuiil, itHMu-* niiiing S.«illi l>)r iinHtM imaslUljr 
roik, ami jn^nin^ on iTil Wcarc'i ImhI in ■ aUtko oiul stuncH. ifarac* 
ruiiin;: a dim wst liiiii «x mU In n a(.-kli;c ntnl t^imhx. Ibi'M^r 
ruiiiiig bj unrkM Nurwiul & W Niir RDj nala In n s4jikF & 
■toiii's, rtaiKliu|r to yu wi>«tuf ye ^il UMvdi^tiuuae, llicun- nitiii^ 
Eaut & Boatiiliii;; na yo afitrva'd luj^tway. Ihi-Iil' nmlii lu yc 
Rml Oitk Troa lirat mvnttuiiM, To havi: Sc l» lubl je s'll 
gmit'd a bar^ia'4 (truiiiMu w'lli iily-u «]>[Hir1).'ir>, iiriTilcgnii, 
& I'liuHMleikH !•> JO aunu LcUui^pu;, (tr in auy wax- «{ij>fitai<i- 
ing CO yo /d Town of tMrnkuuirrry Umtr lunn & n-»i^w ta 
liuntu & ibcir proper iw-, Lencfit ft bdHnO' fonnx-r, & I ye 
•aid Itnlicrt Mu-gtvffiT fiir me, my bvin, Kxc'ts, <i ailm'n, tl« 
C«-'vnant, piumiw, & gnuit, to fc ir*lh y« iftt 'I^wu uf I.a>- 
idonilorTj Ikuir lit'ini Sc owigiw, yl lidWa fo einealing facfutf, I 
am JO tnM ailc & lawfidlowueriiTyiinltovQ laf^iainM im'Mu«,ft 
havu io my srlfb gowl rigltl, fidl ]Mnrcr, & UwfiiU «iitlBiriiy lo 
gn»t, liftiptiii, Mdl, cuiivvy, St nuifimi yv sum.- la iMiUK-r ua 
abi»L' «*d, & jt yp iif..n«iM Town «>l" l*MMUHl.-rn lb.ir U-ir* 
& hm^u, aluill & may IVimi liiiu* (i> liiuu & at nil tiBtct 
J(>n'vi'r bttreafli'r, by ttiivo & vifiuv of iIiCm) |tn-x-uk>, Uflfnllv, 
]ieai-iMt1>l]r, & ijaiL-tly have, Iwlil, use, ncviipy, jxa^-as, & ri^)i>y 
yv sM l>cuiscil iinMiuN», wMi ye ap)>iirU.'ii*ii, five ft rkmr & 
fri'L-ly ft irU»riy acijiii^d, GxaocinlM & I)iM'lui*^il i^ li 
fnmi all ft all iiiaiit^r iif limHcr or iitlwir ^A:i, ^nuilo, larpains 
iKiW-i, ■iK.iuulionuii'ca, & eaU;iiU; fiirtbcnnuni, I yv sM Itulic. 
McOn^nt li)r iity tn-lli*, my ki-lni, Kxi*'n^ & Aibu'ns du <vt- 
iiuiiit ft »ii}?V?: ) II almvi- IktiuuM jmiuiKH |.> jr »M T.nrii U 
Irfiiiduudurry ■Ik''' 'k'!" mid amijpu a^iiiuA )d bmrrull rluiH ur 
ilniuimlii of aiiy |icMiin or ]icnnn* w'tanc vur in by or Minlcr mk yc 
s'll U..lit HirGn'piiv. my k-ir^ Rvi-'rx, ft xWn,; U l<-:4i«H.«y 
Iff nil liL-funi wriUcn, 1 tiavo bLTL-iiiilu att my baml ft cm| iliui 
U'lli rUy of June 1 720, & in yu Uunt jLVir iif bin luaji.-:.'!* Rt:i^, 

Sign-.). Srnl'il. & PclM 1 

Jho. UcMubpuy, J 



APPRNDIX. 845 

Suflblk, Boston, July yo 9th, 1729. 
Ilobori MrGrcjiorc appeared & acknowledged thifl Instmmcnt 
to be his act & Deed, before me, 

Sam*l Chcckley, Jus. Peace. 
Entered & liccord'd according to ye orig'll, 28th July, 1 729. 

\ycT Josh. Pierce, Record'r. 



A LIST OF ALL TflK nEI»RK«KNTATIVEB FROM LONDONDERRY 

TO THK (IKNKUAL COURT. 

17.12-3, John McMuq»hy. 
1 73 l-.'i, liolicrt Boycs. 
173G, Janics Gregg. 

1737, llo1>crt Boycs. 

1738, Hugh Wilson. 
1730-10, Uolicii. Boycs. 
17tl-2, Sjunufl Barr. 
17l3-.'>, inchisivi*, John Wall.ncc. 
17lfi-5l, " Jolm McMuqihy. 
1 75.5-7, " BolKjrt Clark. 

1 758-00, « MattJicw Tliomton. 
170 1-7, " Samuel Barr. 
1708-70, " Samuel Liveiinore. 
1771 -5, " Stephen Holland.* 
1770, John Bell, Mo(«es Baniet 

1777, John Oilmore, John Pinkcrton. 

1778, John ^IfKoen, John I^nkerton. 

1779, ^Iosi»s Barnot, Samuel Fisher. 

1 780, Daniel Uoynolds, Jolm Bell. 

1781-4, inclusive, Daniel lieynoMs, Archiliald McMurphy. 
1 785, John Pivntice, Arohilxitd MrMurphy. 
1 780, Daniel Ilcynolds, An*hilKiKl McMurj)hy. 

1 787, John Prcntire, John I'iukorton. 

1 788, Daniel Reynolds, ArchilNild McAIurphy. 
1789-01, inclusive, James Mac Gregor. 

1792, James ALic Gregor, John Bell. 
1 703, Jtilm Prentice, John Ikjll. 



♦ Mnillu'w 'riiornlon nud .Ituucs Mac(ireji:or were members from 
lyMuloiuU'iTV, of lilt* ronvcntion which met May 17, 1775. MntUiow 
Tlioriitoii iind .lohn WcW wore mcinlK*rs of tlio convention which met 
Dcronihcr 21, 1775, nnd nflcrwnrds resolved itself into a lloosc of 
Hcpix*Kcntntivc8. 



ITM-S.J 

lfM-T,J 

in«,jM 

IMl-«,k 




mix, j; 

jai»,i«lM 1-bikntat.Jab p 

I«I7-U.M» raJM.J-U !•«»«■. 
ltl»HlO,i.ite r«4rr, fMM PMlerHa. 
I«M. WMm A4mmv Jb>» IUm. 
KK, lUint I'tUMnm, J«U II. rp-' 
ia3»-4, UabM lUefc. J«»w Hmm. 

■aift, ummh Hwk, wa^ n—ir. j:^c»T^Hk. 

I«M, <Im A> do 

lf>;, AiMMM Tui\rr,J. II. Iiai^rrrr. fiiU P««m>. 

h LondonJtTTf, mma Ae <litimn ^iA# tm^ 

iMif). .t>.i.f. ii.ji.K-t. 

IMi'J, lb,U.>l KUL. 

ItlS3 4, l(itt(>i Dartk-y. 

l»3B-0, William lluinmcr. 

i0g7-8, J»l>ri N. Aiulurwo. 

IHRU-IO, Iti-uWn VVIiilc. 

IIHI--2, lliUn tioyd.Jr. 

Itt4A-4. Cfna Ni-jwiiilli. 

IH40, VMlcil mrtl»wi)il. 

1840-7, I)svk1 Flamlcn. 

IH4H-U, Janic«l'«rkii>«. 

I80U, ]''miH:u D. AiKlunmn, Fnincu Mantcr. 

In Ikrry, tinct the dieiiiaa of Ike tuirn. 
INSN, Juliii I'ortt^r, Aliiiinoii Tiiikcr. 
IH:t!l, Abii-uii TiLkur, Williiim CUhIi, Jr., 
I HJit, Jiiliii I'lirUrr, Swniii;! A'laiiui. 
IH:iI, AIj>i>m»i 'I'lK-kcr, WilliaiK Mcinlg.mur)-. 
I8.1:i, Williuin Moi.lg.nn«ry, Uavi.l A. Gi^gg. 
IHU3, Williuiii MiMilgoiiioi-}', Jiiiiii Turtur. 
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1834 
1835 
183G 
1837 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
184r> 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 



John II. Miltimore, William Montgomery. 

William Mont^nery, John Porter. 

Luther V. Bell, John T. G. Dinsmorc. 

John T. G. Dinsmoro, NatlianicI Parker. 

IIenr\' Tavlor, William Choate. 

John T. G. Dinsinoi*!.*, Thornton Betton. 

Henry Taylor, John Porter. 

John Porter, Henry Taylor. 

John T. G. Dinmiorc, James Taylor. 

Jnmes Taylor, John Porter. 

Ilichanl Mrlvin, William Kla. 

Uich.'inl Melvin, nenjnmin ICaslman. 

William Kla, ffohn Porter. 

Al>el F. Hilflrcth. 

Kdwanl Ballon, John Folsom. 

Edwanl Ballon, John Folsom. 



LIST OF MODKRATOIIS AT TIIK ANNUAL MRRTIN08, AND 

TOWN CLKRK8. 



Veari*. 


Mfideraton. 


Town Clcrkn. 


1719 


James McKeen, 


John Goflfc. 


1720 


( liecord lost), 


John Goffe. 


1721 


James McKeen, 


u 


it 


1722 


James Gn»gg, 


«{ 


ii 


1723 


James Ni(*hol.s, 


John 


McMiir|. 


1724 


llolKM't Boyes, 


ti 


ft 


1725 


John Bbir, 


(t 


it 


172G-7 


Robert Boyes, 


It 


u 


1728 


(No record). 


tc 


it 


1729 


James ^IcKeen, 


li 


It 


1730 


fJaines Nesmith, 


t( 


u 


1731 


James McKeen, 


u 


tt 


1 732 


Bolwrt lioyei*, 


tt 


tt 


1 733 


Rol»ert We^r, 


ti 


it 


1734-5 


IV)l)ert Boyes, 


tf 


tt 


1 730 


John Blair, 


tt 


ii 


1737 


Natlianiel Wcai*e, 


John 


Walbce 


1738 


Antlrew Twlil, 


tt 


it 


1739 


Uol»ert Bc»ycs, 


tt 


it 


1740 


John MorriMm, Sen., 


ti 


it 


1741 


Anil row Todd, 


ti 


tt 



^nOKDKRSr, 



1741 


iiu^u ^viu>D, 


Jutin WaU»«. 


1749-S lac 




U.«» IW1..U. 


1U» 


Itobort Bajta, 




1160-i'2i, 


c Hugh WU»ii, 


Jklnra N.-aujlh. 


17ftS 


Julm Jlit*l«d), 




ITM 


Jmk-s Clark, 


hlmv BoniL-U. 


1T38 


S«u<i>ol iturr, 


u 


1T6< 


Jomc* Vl»ik, 


« 


1T67--62 im 


. AiuLrcw TU.U. 


M 


lT69-t 


Sauiiiol B;>rr, 




1T65 


AiidniM Tuihl 


H •• 


l«e-9 i.ic 


&unudI)Arr, 


M M 


1770-71 


MolUiuw 'ITioniloa, 


» •• 


1778 ■ 






1773-^ 


Suuiicl rkj.er. 




177S 


John Moor, 


J.>)u> ItcU. 


177S 


MatOiuw 'ITkhiiIoo, 


JnlH. CrrauUt. 


1777 


JubuBtiU. 


U-Uouuu Taggnrt. 


1778 




J»hii iruur. 


1778 


» » 


Juliu IWll. 


1780 . 


Jdm Moor, 


MmUa»e. 


1781 


HMiiud Fubcr, 


John U<di. 


1782 


Ja»i» N««..iUi, Jr, 


Jobl. U«H-. 


17S;i 


J.u.K-.M«.-(i.vK,.r, 


Willbiu A.i.knM, 


1784 


J0I..1 11.11, 


u 


1 785-11 




RvWrtKIi-Muri.hv 


1787 




William An<lers4«;. 


1 788-9 


•> u 


RoUrt McUuTpl.y 


ITMO 


Jtuuus ALu'Grcgor, 


Williuu Atxlcrax. 


ITUI 


.. 


Goor),'e Ri-Hl. 


lTa2 


Jolm Ikll, 


Audraw M^-k. 


i-.di 


" 


n«H^ ICci.]. 






^Vnibiix A<«k'r»u. 


17UU 

I7y7 


i I 


J.>lm K«i.Lt. 
(:.i.r(!u Ii^-i>l. 


ITJ'J 


Join. Ikll, Jr., 


(tco>g» lU-UL 


IHUl 


JuLii Ucll, 


Gcoi^ lU^I. 


1802 


" " 


EU-iicxur FUher. 


IHOJ 


Williani Adan.=, 


Gi.'oi'gG IWid. 
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TdWiiCkiti. 


1804 


Winiam Adams, 


John Dicker. 


1B05 


II H 


Gco>^R«id. 


1806 


11 11 


John Dickey. 


1801 




John Ncmitfa. 


180S 


11 II 


John Dickej. 


1809 




I'ctpr Pnllpraon. 


1810 


u u 


Ebenrzitr Fisher. 


1811 


H H 


Teler Psttorton. 


1813 


U 1 


William AndcTwo, Jr. 


1813 




Pclur rnltonmn. 


1R14 


U II 


llobort Mack. 


I81S 




I'ctar PaUomKi. 


181G 


William Ailanis, 


Robert Matk. 


181 T 


Hubert PMtonon, 


Ptlpr ratlorson. 


1818 


u u 


Itol«rt Mack. 


1813 


11 « 


John Claric. 


1820 


William AflaiM, ' 


Itotwrt ftUcIc 


18!t 


« u 


Hiinry Tajlor. 


1822 


Robert PttUcreon, 


John flxhur 


1823 


William Clioato, 


David A. ■GroKE. 


1824 


■1 H 


John FisherT 


1825 


IVIUiam Adamih 


DaTid A. Gragg. 


182fl 


William CbtMte, 


Darid W. Dicker. 


1837 


" " 


Suunel Adami. 






Jfi^ of At KNM. 


1828-9 


Robert PaKewon, 


John H. AndenoD. 



1830-38 ioe. ThoniM Pwteraon, Jr^ 
1834 William Andenon, 

I83S-41 inc. ThoniM Patteraoo, Jr., 
1843-4 inc. David GilcroAst, Jr, 
184r.-8 inc. Warren Bicluirdson, 
I849andl850 " « 



WiUiwn A. HoliuM. 



I82I 
1838-9 
1830-35 inc. 
1836-8 inc. 
1839 



bt Deny, $inet (b divition ofOte lomu 
Wiltiam Choale, Jr., John ClariE. 



Samuel Ada 
David A. Gregg, 
George W. Pinkerton. 
Zenaa CnaluDC. 



in^TOKT OV LOMDOHOKSar. 



ISM Daiid A. Gk/K. 

lHl-3 NMkaaid Pukrr, 

IMS hiKiea iUtjmt. 

1S44 G<STv> W. Knkerton, 

1S4A Ludcn lUrtnr, 

IMI WUlkm CiMMU. Ctarf« a Pkibr. 

IMT 

184S-S Bkrhknl kMno, 

ISM Jewph A. Ongg. 



LUT or SKLKCTICBt- 

in>, Itftikl CupL'JaiDM UcKoen, Jvme* Orag, &mm1 

Gnvc*, Jolm Goflc. 
ITSO, [KccanI 1«L] 
1T91, Samuel Hourc, Jaiaet Gregg, Jwpca Abxaadar, Aaei 

McNeil, Swauol GrarM, John CbcAwm, AA« Gode. 
ITH, Eliu Kcj-es, John Walhco, Joha MtMur^^, Ti^i 

Limbujt, AllvD Aiulcnon, IIi^ Mnnlgwnety. Ja^a 

Gnjgg. 
1T!3, Robert Boyc*. Sunuel Moore, Janc» Niebola, Jdui Blair. 

Uunjaiuin Wilnou. 
1721, Williaut Cocbian, Juno AleiaiHJcr, John Blair, Bonja- 

luiD WiUou. 
1I2S, Janici Moniaon, James Aiken, Boberi Boj^ea, Joha 

MitcbeL 
1736, Itobcri Boyef, Junca Aleuuder, Samuel Gnvet, Joha 

Uoor, Atusbani llolnws. 
1727, Samuel Gravo, Julio Moor, "nunat Sloel. AlexauHler 

liankin, Julia WuoJtiuni. 
1 726-yz iitc., James Liailjuf, Alk'a Andenoo, Jolm Atclnlwld, 

JuiucB Itciil, Jolin Wallocu. 
1 7SS, Jaroo* Gregg. Jamci RciJ, Aiiilrow ToiU, Johii Arrki- 

lialil, Jbiucs Kogen, 
1784, Jame» Gregg, Jaiin-a Rogcri, John HorrLton, Jr., P. 

Douglass, AuilretT Todd. 

1735, Jani^a Aiken, Jaiuca Ctaric, John Gregg, Rob«n Boyna, 

Thomas WiUoii. 

1736, Jaiaci Clark, Johti Gregg, James Aiken, James Blair, 

Saoiuvt Barr. 
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1737, Rolicrt Weir, Tliomas Wilson, Andrew Todd, Robert 

Boyes, Hugh Wilson. 

1738, Robert Weir, Hugh Wilson, Moses Bamett, Thomas 

Wilson, Andrew Todd. 
1739-40, Andrew Todd, Allen Anderson, Moses Bamett, 
Tlinnias Wilson, Hugh Wilson. 

1741, John Barnctt^ David Vance, Rolicrt €ochran, Rolwrt 

McCurdy, Thoinas Cochran. 

1742, John Bamett, Thomas Cochran, Da^id Vance, Robert 

McCunly, Roliert Cochran. 

1743, Rolicrt Cochran, John Bamett, David Vance, Robert 

McCunly, John Ramsey. 

1 744, Rol)crt Cochran, Robert McCurdy, Robert Wallace, John 

Moor, David A^ance. 

1 745, Rol)crt Wallace, Tliomas Cochran, Hugh Wilson, Andrew 

Clcndenin, Tliomas Horner. 
1746-7, John Crombie, Andrew Clcndenin, James Wallace, 
Thomas Homer, Hugh Wilson. 

1 748, Thomas Horner, John Humphrey, James Wallace, John 

Crombie, John Mitchell, Jr. 

1 749, John Humphrey, Peter Cristy, John Mitchell, Jr., John 

Crombie, James Morrow. 

1750, Alexander Kelsey, Samuel Morrison, Robert Cochran, 

John Barnett, John Crombie. 

1751, Rol)crt Cochran, Alexander Kelsey, John Holmes, Sam- 

uel Morrison, James Sooby. 

1752, John Mitchell, Alexander Kelsey, John Wallace, Sen., 

Samuel Allison, Jr., Jamc^ StK>by. 
1753-4, Samuel Barr, Samuel Allison, Jr., John Humphrey. 
1755, Samuel Barr, John Hunter, James Ramsey, Samuel 

Allison, Jr., Moses Bamett 
1756-7, Andrew Todd, Samuel Barr, Daniel Lesley, Samuel 
Allison, Jr., Thoinas Wilson. 

1 758, Joseph Coi;hran, James MiicOregor, John Aiken, Sam- 

uel Allison, Jr., Thomas Wallace. 

1 759, Samuel Barr, Samuel Dickey, John Clark, John Crom- 

bie, Jr., Tliomas Morrison. 
1 7C0-63 inc., Andrew Todd, John McKeen, Robert Moor, Wil- 
liam Rankin, James Ramsey. 
1764-5, Andrew Todd, Samuel Barr, John McKecn, James 

MacGrcgor, John Gibnore. 
1 766, John Gilmore, John McKeen, Peter Patterson, Edward 
Aiken, George Moor. 



852 HIBTOKT or LONDOHDEKKT. 

litis, Robert Moor, RitwaH Aiken, Peter I^Uenoo, G«t»^ 

Moor, B-miuvl ilouaaoii. 
)7IS9-70, Soujuol Uiixr, 'IIkndu Cnu;,'u, Jamtai W,kllace, Tho^M 

Cnsiy. liolieit UcUuqih^. 
1771, James MacOrogor, Johu Bull, S(c[>tiuo Ilulland, Babat. 

Moot, hUttbcw Ttionitoa. 
1771, Somiwl SuiiUrr, Johu Cnnulic, Jr., Jokn Bell, Bobert 

hli-Nvil. Jninvd MacGregor. 
)>78, Jaluni MacGrv);!ur, Jiiliii MuEtM'ti, Robert McNcQ, Sam- 

iH'l Srrib'r, Jul>ri Cnxiiliio, Jr. 
1T71, J.U1IC* Mu.(:n-;.<..r, J.1I..1 MiK.-iit, lU^^^rt IKNcil, Sub- 

iii;l Si'riU^r. SoiiiikI Miller. 
177a, Muaa UiuuiiU. Siiiuutl AllUoH, Hugli Uuulgomeij, Wil- 

Ikuu Diiiit-an. Jotiii BvIL , 

ITJC, Joliu klooro, Itutwrt Moor, John Aikca. Jolm JirsaiA, 

Tbonuu Ta^ji^an. 

1 777, J<^iu Giliimnt, Jul>» Moare, Jolin NcMn■tI^ Joincs Wal- 

lai^u, Alimluun Uunrjui. 

1778, Jjuuc* WalULV, Tboous Wallace, Jr., Jolm McKces, 

Robert Mc&fuq>L}', James Ncnuitii. Jr. 

1779, John Ncsnilli, Tluauaa I'aUarsui, Jolm U«ore, Jtwepfa 

Gregg, John Aikcti. 

1 780, Roliert McNeil, James Wallat-e, Jaincs Ncimntli, lliui^ 

Wallace, .Jr., A.ulrew Miick. 

1781, Jane* NeMnith, Jr., Uaniel Hunter; Jamo* Walbce, 

AiHlruw MtU'k, J.-uuus Raiiucj. 

1782, Dsniol Hunter, Jolin MvKmu, Abel Flumuier, Jthm 

AikoD, Robert Thompun. 
1 763, Jolin McKecn, David Adams, Jonallian Griffin, Darid 

Paul, Jainea Aiken. 
1 7e«, John McKccn, Samuel rSUibary, WHUan Ljnm, Jonaiba 

Griflln, William Adania. 
1 785, Gmji^ Roiil, Daiiicl RujnolJ^ Jaima McGi^or, Jua*- 

tban GrifTiQ, James Ncmutli. 
1766, George Reid, Jamei MauGrcgor, Jamei Nosaulk, Jr., 

Andivw Idack, John Bell. 

1787, James MacGregor, George Ileid, Daniel Rej-noU», Jobn 

Bell, James Noonith. 

1788, David Paul, Jolm McKeoii, Anilrew Uaek, Tbcanaa 

I'atterMin, William Ailams. 

1789, Gcoigc Rcii], Daniel Reynolds, David Fkol, Andrew 

Mack, William Adams. 
17S0, GoOTge Beid, Daniel Reynolds, Edmond Adun, Jote 
Bell, Adam IKckej. 
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1791, Goor^ Rcid, Daniel Reynolds, Edmund Adams, John 

Bell, William Adams. 

1792, Gcoi^ Rcid, Daniel Reynolds, John Bell, William 

Adams, Tliomas Fattefson. 

1793, James MacGregor, John Nesmith, Jr., James Choate, 

William Adams, Major John Finkerton. 

1794, Daniel Reynolds, George Reid, Andrew Mack, John 

Bell, Edward Ela. 

1795, John Nesmith, Sen., William Choate, Daniel McKeen, 

Andrew Mack, John Ewins. 

1796, John Nesmith, Sen., Daniel McKeen, Andrew Mack 

Edward Ela, John Ewins. 

1797, John Moor, Nathaniel Nowell, John Nesmith, Andrew 

Mack, John Bell. 
1 79*8, John Moor, John Nesmith, Andrew Mack, John Dickey^ 
Robert Nesmith. 

1799, John Moor,* William Choate, John Nesmith, Andrew 

Mack, John Difkcy. 

1800, John Moor, William Choate, Andrew Mack, Robert 

Nesmith, John Dickey. 

1801, John Moor, William Choate, Daniel McKeen, Andrew 

Mack, John Dickey. 

1802, James Choate, John Moor, John Finkerton, John Fisher, 

William Gage. 

1803, James Choate, John Moor, Daniel McKeen, John Finker- 

ton, John Dickey. 

1804, John Moor, Aaron Choate, John Dickey, John Finkerton, 

John Fifdicr. 

1805, John Moor, Aaron Choate, John Clark, John Dickey, 

John Finkerton.^ 

1806, Daniel McKccn, Aaron Choate, Andrew Mack, John 

Finkerton, John Fisher. 

1807, Daniel McKccn, James Choate, John Nesmith, Andrew 

Mack, John Fislier. 

1808, John Nesmith, James Choate, John Finkerton, John 

Dickey, John Fisher. 
1R09, James Clioatc, John Fisher, John Nesmith. 

1810, John Nesmith, John Finkerton, John Fisher. 

1811, John Ncsmilh, James Choate, John Fisher. 

1812, John Ncsmitli, Samuel Dickey, John Fisher. 

1813, John Moor, Feter Fatterson, Samuel Dickey. 

1814, Jolm Moor, William Adams, William Anderson, Jr. 

1815, John Dickey, John Clark, Samuel Adams. 

80» 




IMS. JilaDU«r.Ma Cl-k. 1 

111*, i^ar 

i«M. X a k 

IMl, — ^ " - J J. • TT - 

i«».wafc« ii i g 

IBIS, AliWM T«dkn. 1 

I»M. 1 

ina, J. B.1I 

ISM. Jala HnfaBi. Jib IL HTim ir;. - IMe^. 

i> Lwtimitnj. time, lb «mm y^Ar ^mm. 
Ui:-) wfc. KgbMt liai^ Bfltert Bbj^ Jt^, &M«I ItUcT- 
1B3».3I. B<A<nrt Mk*. Ibfcnt BojJ. Jr, WSb. nMR, 
IM::. Itokx lU*. WKw fhi-^, I^mm Amcom. 

IMU, TU*^ r^lenat, Jr, II)t«*4 tilcMiA, d^^nl UbAcy. 
1831. ILJsit Bojil. Jr. Uknd nan—, KlMKi» " - 
MH:^, lluPMt fWtam, WafiM n«Kr, (^TM Wjb.A 
lu;, 11.HM r«uuMM, Da*U Temct, Qm Ifcr imtih 
IHM. Kdbal Ibdc, TWmm ViUawam, Uammm .faifc^w. 
IS9>, Itubert BajiX. Jf, Mntii— *A«». €?irw WriM ttli 
1840, I^ofaett B(7il, 3t-, TUnm* rWfciva, CjrtM WtWMlk 
isll. Thiwu ratlfmo, Dutd G. Cutnni. Cyni* Me^Mk. 
ISC', 1). G. Coi«m. Jautlttn llwnfiluvjr. J. N. A^fenai. 
IfllJ-t, R D. AB.I<n«i, Datii C 
IltlS-ti, J. N- AnUunoD. Arle^r l^oBer, Cttv* M 
lltl7. J.BBh Slu<.-]«-r, R.-i<l P. ChHi, JumAu ¥00^. 
IHln-'j, kttltlKW lIuliHo, D- G. CJnni. CJti> BotJ. 
ln;>", IC><wit Boj'J, Jr, A«xw P. Uurlrr WaGui W. O^. 

• In lirrrif, u'luv fAe dieiuan of At fwcR- 

I8-i7, Jaiixn TlwiHi, Williain Ckcntc, Jr^ tUrfc >*&&, WiOL 

Kla, NaUuiuii-l Aiken. 
1838, JaliD II. MiluiDore, Nalluutk-I Aiken, WiRiam EU. 
lES^Ci; ili^nrr TAflur, Jaimv CIhoIu, .Tr, Nailuitii-l AiV.ru. 
IMSU, Natlionivl Aikuii, Jjnxs Chnitc, Jr., ^Villiun KU. 
1 43 1 , NaUianiul Aikcii, William KU, J. IL ftliliiiuotu. 
IH^'^, Nuljquiiiil Aiktn, Willioui Kls, Purkiau A- lluUgc 
lH3:i-a inc., Nsihanifl Aiken, William Ela, Joltu l>atittD. 
IH3i;, J.-uDci Taylut, Daviil Clement, J. II. ftCltimoiv- 
It937, Kiuluuil Hdvin, NiktlMuiiel Aikeu, J<diB I'Mten. 
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18nA, Uiclmnl Mclvin, Nnilianicl Aiken, William Cogdwcll. 
1830, Uiclianl Mi^lvin, AVilliam Cogswell, Geo. W. Pinkerton. 
1840, Uicliani Melvin, John Patten, George W. Pinkerton. 
1841-2, AVilliani Anderson, Israel Ilorrick, William Adams. 

1843, Samuel Maniliall, Moses Hamilton, John Patten. 

1844, AVilliam £la, James Clioate, Jr., Lucien Harper. 

1845, J. T. G. Dinsmoro, Lucien Harper, John B. Taylor. 
184G, James Choate, Jr. Joseph Montgomery, Nathaniel M. 

Taylor. 

1847, Edwanl Ralloii, Jonas Herrirk, Lucien Haqior, 

1848, I'M ward Rallou, Jouns Hcrrick, George H. Taylor. 

1849, John Folsom, Saniuil F. Taylor, lloliert W. Adams. 
I8r*0, Siunuel F. Taylor, John PalU'n, James C. Taylor. 



LAWYKRS WHO HAVE rilACTI8RI> IN LONDONDBRRT. 

Samuel Livennore, commence<l prac. 1 7r»5,* ceased prac. 1776.* 



John l*ronlice. 


ii 


ti 


1775, « 


*» 1808. 


Mows L. Neil, 


ti 


M 


1 788, »« 


" 1791. 


George Rcid, 


u 


(( 


1800, »« 


" 1802. 


Jabez Kimball, 


C( 


iC 


1801, *» 


" 1802. 


Daniel Abbot, 


u 


« 


1802, " 


" 1802. 


John Porter, 


U 


Ci 


1806, is still in practice. 


James Tliom, 


it 


M 


1814, ceased 


prac. 1829. 


David A. Gregg, 


(C 


CC 


1814, is slill in practice. 


David W. Dickey, 


i( 


(C 


1821, ceased 


prac. 1831. 


Tlioruton Helton, 


u 


U 


1829, " 


" 1841. 


Echvanl P. Parker, 


i( 


M 


1839, " 


" 1843. 


George 0. Betton, 


C( 


U 


1841, «« 


" 1845. 


Joseph A. Gregg, 


(t 


U 


1843, is still in 


i practice. 



rilYBICIANR WHO II AYR PRACTIBKl) IN LONDONDRRRT. 



Arcliil>al«l Clark, conunencod prac. 1730,* prac. many years. 

Alexander Cummings, •* " 1748, prac. about 20 years. 

Dr. ilaud, ** ** 1750, prac. scTcral years. 

Matthew Thornton «* " 1740, ceased prac. 1778.» 

George Wood, " " 1770, " « 1785. 

• 'i'licsc diilt!!i refer to the times when the Inwycrs nnd physicians 
coniincnced luul rcnse«l prHcticc in Londomlttry, They are as nearly 
correct as can bo oscertauicd. 



■ 


1 


1 


1 


mt 


t)r. DiHwal, coduiwaonil 


tnur.tiix 


1780 


ceMod pma. 11H. H 


tMoThum. 






178! 


" int. ■ 


Mowly Monw, 


■• 


" 


1790 


ISl*. ^H 


lUwrt Boitley. 






1791 


l»ML ^M 


Buorgis Kamr, 


" 


» 


1004 


■a still in imdioB. ^H 


«ue Wollw-e, 


" 


" 


1816 


cuaaeil (mc IBS! ^| 


Io*rpl. Toucr, 






1813 


IB21 


Iiigli Iturtio)-, 


- 


" 


IUSO 


18«. 


riiuiiuui Wallace, 


•■ 


" 


1822 




iGiijiunin Bjuu-nin, 


" 


" 


1832 


ceased prac t8tS. 


[tnuicl L. 8imp«m, 






1828 


" IMS. 


David Klandew, 


" 


" 


1830 


" lUO. 


[>ai.ii-t Tuixior, 






1831 


" IMO. 


LiiUicr V. Ikll, 


t 


>■ 


1831 


1817. 


Itciuumii K. Sawyer, 


" 


" 


1836 


•■ 1«»9. 


Bcnjunin H. Tri|>p, 


" 


" 


1839 


1842. 


Ihuiifl II. IWckiUur, 






1843, 


1* lia in pnirtii-.^ 


(C. R. 8mili«, 


■• 


■■ 


1842 


c«MG<l pnc I8U. 


UoKi Clarke, 






18IS 


" 1844. 


N. J. Uoar, 






1844 


- I8S0. 


J»Du» U. Croiabic, 


" 


■• 


1650 


ia tai m pndia. 


William n. Martin, 






I8i0 




William J. CiU..i.lx--ll, 


" 


" 


1850 


**"'*" 



URADUATKa.* 



JdmHoudon, 


Prineetoo, N. J., 


17U 


Samnd Taggart, 




1774 


Joseph McKeoD, 


" " 


1774 






1771 






1774 


Jamei Fulton, 


Brown Unirc™^, 


I7TS 


Thowaa ArehiWd, 




17M 


John Ewina, 


Uarranl Univenily, 


1703 


Mceea L. Neil, 




17S5 


WiUiam Gregg, 


Dartmouth Colk^, 


1787 


AbrahaiD MooK, 


" " 


I7S9 



*Tliii li&t ia peiliapa impcHL-ct Henry I'urkinson iiMJd to ^va 
been amung the early (nvilunlcs, lut liU iiiiinc iloc* not appear apoa 
anj ofllic Iriviiiiiiil (-iitiilot;uca of tho New Knijiand eoll^ea. 
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867 




DarimouOi College, 


1791 


^IcniiidrrTCUrk, 




1791 


Samxtcl Dell, 


U 11 


179S 


Henry Kloorc, 


■I <> 


1798 


Jolm Mnrrrli, 




1T97 


GetjTff! Rciil, 


U >l 


179T 


Willmm Miltimorc, 


!• •■ 


1798 


Daviil MacGrcgor, 


<. 


1799 


MalUicw Taylor, 




1801 


James Thorn, 




180S 


Willinin F Morriroti, 


.1 It 


I80S 


Jmiallmii AiVon, 




1807 


Amlw" Mack, 


,1 •< 


1808 


lamca MorriKon, 


U 11 


1808 


David A. Gregg, 


» u 


1811 


James Adamg, 


. " " 


181S 


Jnmes Dinsmorc, 


■1 It 


1818 


John An<lor»n, 




18U 


Abel CuUIwcll, 


,1 u 


1817 


Dn>-i<l W. Dickey, 


11 It 


1818 


D»ni«l Fite, 


It tl 


1818 


MosM P«Ucn, 


Union College, 




Georpe FiU, 




182S 


Jiunca Pftllen, 




1898 


TsMi; Hoj.1, 


Dartmouth College, 


1898 


William C. Dana, 




18S8 


Jarvix GrcpR, 


« 11 


1898 


Sniniinl 11, Ti.jlor, 




1SS9 


Alaiuoii Txt-kcr, Jr., 




18S2 


James T. McCoUom, 




18SS 


Daiiiol Gooflcn, 




189S 


MosoB F. Iloit, 


It It 


18SS 


William W. Tnckor, 




188S 


E<l<Tn>t] P. Parker, 


It .1 


IR36 


James ir.ilmes. 


U 11 


1838 


Jamc.< K. Colby, 


•1 


18S« 


John P. Humphrey, 


il .1 


1839 


Gcorpn Tliom, 


Wert Point, 


1839 


Jolm M, I'liikf^rloii, 


Yftlo College, 


1841 


Alfr.!.! Ilcy.).>lil-. 




1844 


Veranus Morse, 




184fi 


Simim J. Humphrey, 




1848 


Henry Easlnian, 




1848 


Samuel F. Humphrey, 


" 


1848 



858 HI8T0BT OF LONDONDBBBT. 



TuK Monument. 

In regard to the erection of a Monument to commemorate the spot 
on which tlio first sermon was preached in Londonderry, it maj bo 
remarked tliat much interest is felt in tlie execution of such a work, at 
an early day. It is believed tliat a durable shaft or obelisk of granite, 
witli suitable inscriptions, may be completed for the sum of from two 
hundred to four hundred dollars, according to its size. Tlie Editor of 
this work is authorized to say tliat tlie sum of fiAy dollars may be con- 
sidered as pledged for tliis purpose, provided an additional sum of not 
less than three hundred dollars is contributed during the year 1851. 
Any donations for this object may be pledged by addressing a line to 
him, stating the amount 

It has been suggested that an inscription like the following, on the 
front side, would be appropriate : — 

Lmiah 32 : 2. 
And a man shall be as an hiding-place from tlie wind, and a covert 
from the tempest ; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land. 

The above formed tlie text of the first sermon preached in tliis town, 
April 12, 1719, by the licv. Jumcs MacClrcgor, under the wide-spreading 
branches of a venerable oak, which for more tlian a century marked tliis 
spot. " Then, for tlie fii-st time, did this wilderness and solitary place, 
over which the savage tribes had for centuries roamed, resound with the 
voice of prayer and praise, and echo to tlie sound of the gospel.** 

The ancient oak is gone ; this granite column will decay and crumble 
inlo dust; but the principles here proclaimed will endure forever. 

On another side of the Monument might be inscribed tlie names of 
tlie first sixteen settlers, and any other prominent facts in the history of 
the town. 



ERRATA. 



Page 35, tenth line from top, for two hundnd and Hventeen read three 
hundred and nineteen. 
** elerenth line from top, for seoen read thirteen, 
139, twelfUi line from top, for tooC road took. 
1 56, fouKccnth line from top, for acquitted rcnil pardoned. 
210, thirteenth line from bottom, for 1733, read 1783. 
238, fifteenth line from top, in some copies supply the word Ft. 
299, second line from bottom, omit the comma alter Nanej^. 
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